
     KITTITAS COUNTY – The 
county-wide consolidated 
lodging tax work group met 
Friday, Nov. 15, to review 2020 
grant applications for special 
events and projects.  Funding 
for the grants comes from a 
special sales tax collected on 
overnight lodging facilities 
throughout the county.  
     The tax is collected by Kit-
titas County and the cities of  
Roslyn, Cle Elum and Ellens-
burg. Each entity makes a 
portion of  the funds it collects 
available for this annual grant 
process and appoints repre-
sentatives to the work group 
that reviews the applications.  
     Funds made available by 
each jurisdiction this year to-
taled $251,242. The work 
group recommended awards 
totaling $251,239. 
     As part of  the review pro-
cess the work group heard 
from each applicant rec-
ommended for funding and 
then deliberated on the final 
awards.   
     Recommendations for final 
awards must now be approved 
by each participating jurisdic-
tion’s legislative body prior to 
becoming official.   
     The following applications 
were approved for funding for 
2020. 

 
Award  

recommendations 
     Gallery One Annual Mar-
keting: $13,320. 
     Cle Elum Downtown Asso-
ciation: $15,000. 
     Washington State Horse 
Park 2020 Marketing Plan: 
$12,000. 
     Laughing Horse Arts 
Foundation Jazz in the Valley: 
$8,000. 
     Ellensburg Downtown As-
sociation Hoedown, Buskers 
and Dachshunds on Parade: 
$2,800. 
     Western Art Association 
National Fine Art Show and 
Auction: $4,942. 
     Junk-tiquen in the Burg: 
$2,000. 
     RTown Community Roslyn 
Art Fest 2020: $2,000. 
     Easton Memorial Day 
Celebration: $1,392. 
     Kittitas County Search and 
Rescue 2020 Washington State 
Search & Rescue Conference: 
$9,200. 
     Huffman Farms 2020 
Pumpkin Festival: $3,743. 

     Kittitas County Chamber 
of  Commerce Tourism Master 
Plan for Kittitas: $18,700. 
     Kittitas Environmental 
Education Network Yakima 
River Canyon Bird Fest: 
$15,000. 
     Spirit of  the West Cowboy 
Gathering: $2,856. 
     Kittitas County Chamber 
Roslyn Mountain Ale Festival: 
$800. 
     Kittitas Environmental 
Education Network Wind Fall 
Cider Fest and Bluegrass:  
$13,750. 
     Cle Elum Roundup: $8,000. 
     Hospice Friends Bower’s 
Field Fly-in: $14,000. 
     Kittitas County Historical 
Society Annual Advertising:  
$8,500. 
     2020 ChillAxle Classic Car 
Show and RC Car Race: $9,400. 
     Ellensburg Downtown As-
sociation Brewfest Comedy 
Kickoff: $1,750. 
     Kittitas County Chamber 
Dachshunds German Fest: 
$8,700. 
     Roslyn Downtown Associ-
ation Marketing: $10,000. 

See LODGING TAX..., page A5
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     CLE ELUM – Cle Elum 
City Councilors have voted to 
approve Ordinances 1572 and 
1574, in addition to Resolution 
2019-17.  

 
Ordinance 1572 

     This ordinance is aimed to 
provide the kind of  funding 
stability needed to ensure the 
downtown revitalization proj-
ect is not delayed. Delays 
come when grants underwrit-
ing the project are awarded on 
a schedule that does not jive 
with the construction sched-
ule. Umpqua Bank agreed to 
make $7 million available, 
though the maximum a city 
can borrow is set by its debt 
capacity. Cle Elum’s is at $4.7 
million. Officials opted for a 
$7 million cap to accommo-
date changes in the city’s debt 
capacity due to the growth the 
city will see in the near and 
distant future.  
     For dollars borrowed Ump-
qua is charging the city less 
than 3 percent on a scaled fee 
schedule over time. The city 
will repay Umpqua with grant 
dollars awarded. Before this 
ordinance was approved, city 
councilor Steven Harper as-
sured that no loan would be re-
quested until the city council 

approves a request for a loan. 
     City Treasurer Robin 
Newcomb spearheaded this 
project. “It started out as a 
conversation. After a good 
deal of  research it proved to 
be a viable option, one that 
granting agencies like to see.”  

 
Ordinance 1574 

     This ordinance responds to 
Waste Management’s recent 
raising of  shipping fees, 
meaning trucking garbage 
from the Transfer Station to 
the landfill.  
     Said City Administrator 
Rob Omans, “Starting in 2020 
we only need a 3 percent in-
crease in fees, about $1.50 per 
month for the average citizen, 
to cover the costs triggered by 
the increase. The city is not 
making any money on this.” 
     Before the ordinance was 
approved, councilors dis-
cussed the fact that the Trans-
fer Station is no longer recy-
cling glass, and as a result 
businesses and residents have 
to pay for the weight of  the 
glass they haul to the Trans-
fer Station for disposal.  
     A spokesperson at the Kit-
titas County Solid Waste De-
partment indicated that as of  
Oct. 1, Transfer Stations in El-
lensburg and Cle Elum 
stopped recycling glass be-

cause, “there is no market for 
recycled glass. It costs less to 
manufacture with new glass 
than it does to manufacture 
with recycled glass.” 

 
Resolution 2019-017 

     This ordinance was ap-
proved to address the peren-
nial issue of  affordable hous-
ing in Cle Elum. The good 
news: It won’t cost city tax-
payers a dime.  
     Bottom line: The city sends 
revenues from Washington’s 
6.5 percent sales tax to the 
state, but with the approval of  
this resolution the state will 
take 0.0146 percent off  the 6.5 
percent – and send it back to 
the city for use in specific proj-
ects defined by the state as af-
fordable housing projects.  

 
What can the city do  

with the new affordable  
housing revenues? 

     The 2019 legislative session 

produced SHB 1406 (codified 
as RCW 82.14.540) to provide a 
new affordable housing reve-
nue stream for counties, cities 
and towns that choose to par-
ticipate.  
     For cities under 100,000 
population the funds may be 
used for (1) acquiring, re-
habilitating, or constructing 
affordable housing, which 
may include new units within 
an existing structure or facil-
ities providing supportive 
housing services under RCW 
71.24.385 (behavioral health 
organizations), or (2) opera-
tions and maintenance costs 
of  new units of  affordable or 
supportive housing. 
     The funds may also be 
used to provide rental assis-
tance to tenants that are at or 

below 60 percent of  the me-
dian income of  the city using 
the funds. 
     In addition, any city may 
finance loans or grants to 
nonprofits or public housing 
authorities to carry out the 
purposes of  the bill and may 
pledge the tax proceeds from 
SHB 1406 for repayment of  
bonds in accordance with debt 
limitations imposed by the 
state constitution or statute. 
     What’s more, any partici-
pating city may enter into an 
interlocal agreement with 
other cities, counties, and/or 
housing authorities to pool 
and allocate the tax revenues 
received under SHB 1406 to ful-
fill the intent of  the legislation. 

SOURCE: Municipal Research  
and Services Center

 

Cle Elum councilors approve  
measures for revitalization,  
garbage fees and affordable housing
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Nov. 29 - Dec. 24 
HOPE GALLERY – located in  NWIC Bldg.  

Gently loved Teddy Bear Sale 
Thanksgiving weekend thru Christmas Eve; 

store hours are 11:00 am - 4:00 pm, 
Thursday through Sunday  

All proceeds from the Teddy Bear (and friends) sale  
will go to the Roslyn Library Art Programs 

––––––––––––––– ❖ ––––––––––––––– 

Saturday, Dec. 7 11 am - 3 pm 
Santa Paws Pictures  

at ARRF Foster Care 
107 E. Dakota Ave. in Roslyn  

Kids & Adults also welcome! 

––––––––––––––– ❖ ––––––––––––––– 

Thursday, Dec. 19  
Paint and Drink: Wooden  

Holiday Ornaments  
6-8 pm at Basecamp Books & Bites  

Santa Loves Roslyn - Established in 1886 as a tiny town at the very heart of  
a burgeoning coal-mining industry in the picturesque North Cascades, the place  
called Roslyn. Coal miners came to Roslyn from all over the world.  And many  
of them stayed even after the mine shafts were sealed off for good.  Magically,  

it created a special community that twinkles with joy during Christmas. 

Friday, Nov. 29 at the NWIC Bldg. 
           5:30 pm – Christmas Music and Cookies 
         6:00 pm – Roslyn Fire Department Tree Lighting 
         6:10 pm – Roslyn Downtown Association Festival of Lights  
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– ❖ ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

                   Roslyn Old Town  

Christmas

Roslyn has a special place in Santa’s heart... 

  Sunday, Dec. 8  11 am - 1 pm 
Saturday, Dec. 14  11 am - 1 pm 

Santa will be available 
for photos 

and to hear Christmas wishes  
in the NWIC Bldg. 

––––––––––––––– ❖ ––––––––––––––– 

Tuesday, Dec. 24  7:00 pm  
Magical Community Tradition 

Roslyn Fire Department’s  
Christmas Eve with Santa  

at Christmas Tree in front of NWIC Bldg.

Shop Roslyn 
for great 

holiday gifts!


