
by Jim Fossett | Jim@nkctribune.com 
 
     CLE ELUM – Terry Cub-
bins and South Cle Elum 
Mayor Jim DeVere are in the 
middle of  their Sec-
ond Annual Lloyd 
Olson Short Story 
Contest, an outside 
the box fundraiser 
aimed to generate 
$2,000 for the Lloyd 
Olson Scholarship 
awarded in June to a 
deserving Upper 
County senior.  
     “We’ll award cash 
to the top three 
winners,” Cubbins 
said. “There’s a $25 
entry fee and no restriction on 
the number of  entries a 
writer submits. We’ll set aside 
a portion of  the purse. The 
number of  entries determines 

prize amounts. 
     “The deadline is Friday, 
May 29. The story must be 
original and unpublished.” 

Mail entry 
fees today to Terry 
Cubbins, 2410 Big-
horn Way, Cle 
Elum, WA 98922. 

Make checks 
payable to the 
Lloyd Olson Schol-
arship Fund. 

With entries 
include: your 
name, the story 
name, your phone 
and e-mail. 

Winners will 
be announced in 

the NKC Tribune and on 
KXLE Radio. 
     Questions? E-mail Terry 
at: tcubbins@excite.com or 
call 509-859-2028. 

by Jim Fossett | Jim@nkctribune.com 

 
     UPPER COUNTY – Police 
Officer Nick Burson has been 
serving the department in Cle 
Elum for the past 11 years. 
Most people knew he was an 
avid mountain climber and a 
marathon runner. Few know 
he has a passion for taking 
pictures while climbing. The 
NKC Tribune caught up with 
Nick last week to learn a little 
more about his outdoor adven-
tures and his photography. 

 
     How long have you been 
climbing and how many sum-
mits so far? “I started after 
taking a mountaineering 
course at Eastern Washington 
University.  We climbed and 
summited Mount Hood dur-
ing that course.   
     “When I moved to Kittitas 
County in 2009 I met my climb-
ing partner Marc McPher-
son, a lieutenant at Central 
Washington University Police 
Department. We’ve been 
climbing together ever since.  
     “I’m up to about 38 sum-
mits.  Most of  those being vol-
canoes, some repeats, and a 
few that weren’t volcanoes.” 

 
     In 2017 Spokane’s Spokes-
man-Review wrote a feature on 
the volcanoes you climbed in a 
week. “Yes. Marc and I 
climbed five in five days, 15 
hours and 44 minutes: Mt. 

Adams, Mt. St. Helens, Mt. 
Rainier, Mt. Baker and Gla-
cier Peak.” 
     In that story it was ex-
plained that the two of  them 
only had so much time to 
tackle this project, so they 
opted for the short fuse, which 
required 1,000 miles of  driv-
ing, some running, climbing 
in the dark, and an opening 
act that had them ascending 
and descending for 36-hours 
straight without sleep. 

 
      What’s your daily workout 
routine like? “Right now my 

focus has shifted from long dis-
tance running to building 
mountain strength.  I do a mix 
of  three to six-mile runs, 
weight lifting, hiking and trail 
running.  I don’t have a set 
schedule as my work hours 
vary too much to be consistent. 
I just try to stay on top of  it.” 

 
     At what point in time did 
the photography bug bite you, 
and when did you start amp-
ing it up to hardcore? “I’ve al-
ways taken a camera of  some 
sort with me.  I was late to the 
smartphone game but when I 

did finally get an iPhone I 
started taking most of  my pic-
tures with that.  
     “I still use it, an ancient 
iPhone 5, as my primary cam-
era due to its ease of  use and 
easy accessibility while hik-
ing and climbing.   
     “Just recently I started in-
corporating a Nikon J5 into 
the mix.  It was a gift from my 
wife Alicia and our kids.” 

 
     Why do you love photogra-
phy? “For me it’s generally a 
secondary goal when I’m out 
and about. I like taking pic-
tures of  where I’ve been for 
memory sake and to show my 
friends and family where I’ve 
been.”   

 
     What’s your favorite kind 
of  scene to shoot and why? “I 
like photographing wild-
flowers, especially if  I can 
land a sweet background be-
hind them.  I also like sunsets, 
sunrises, layers of  mountains, 
animals and anything I find to 
be unique that I come across.” 

 
      Do you have one or two 
climbs you like best for the photo 
opps? “I’d say the Enchant-
ments have been pretty good 
for photographs.  I really enjoy 
the North Cascades, as well.” 

 
     Do you tweak your photos 
with the Adobe suite of  soft-
ware, for instance? “I do not.  
If  anything, it’s a quick crop 
or slight, light edit on the 
iPhone itself.” 

 
     Have you ever had your 
photos reproduced on cloth or 
metal or enlarged to poster 
size? And have you displayed 
your photos anywhere? “I’ve 
had some of  them printed on 
canvas or other varieties of  
enlargements.  A few are cur-
rently on display and for sale 
at the Clymer Museum in El-
lensburg.” 

 
     Are you into GoPro cam-
eras? They’re made for extreme 
sports. “Not yet, but Marc and 
I are looking to start incorpo-
rating a GoPro into our ad-
ventures.” 

 
     You’re on the mountains all 
the time. What motivational 
quote keeps you going with 
that sport? “It really just de-
pends on the outing.  Some-
times when the going is rough 
Marc and I joke about how it’s 
better than being at work.  
When it gets a little hairy and 
dicey I like to remind him: 
“Just don’t fall.” 

 
     What’s your big takeaway 
from life in the mountains? 
“They’re a perfect getaway.  
Mountains are great stress re-
lievers and mental refreshers.  
I would do more climbing if  I 
could find the time.   
     “I do believe mountains 
are like a church.  As John 
Muir said, “I’d rather be in 
the mountains thinking about 
God than in church thinking 
about the mountains.”
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                           As we navigate through these uncertain times,  
we at Swiftwater Cellars want to help make things easy for your family.

To Go 
Meals

NO LINES  H  NO CROWDS  H  NO COOKING

Available 7 Days a Week 
Pick up from the convenience of your own vehicle.

Choose from:  

Steak OR Steelhead Salmon 
 OR Chicken Marsala

Includes Salad, Vegetables, Potatoes or Pasta (with the Italian Meal)

$45 + Tax

Call 509.674.6555 
Check out www.SwiftwaterCellars.com for details & complete menu.

Feeds 4 to 6 People

Climbing five volcanoes in five days with an iPhone 
camera – is only part of this police officer’s story

PHOTO TAKEN in the Okanogan-Wenatchee 
National Forest. Courtesy Nick Burson

FIREWEED IN THE FOG. Photo taken in 
the Pasayten Wilderness. Courtesy Nick Burson

LAYERS OF MOUNTAINS. Photo taken in the Glacier Peak 
Wilderness. Courtesy Nick Burson

NICK BURSON on Mt. Rainier’s Kautz Glacier route last year.  
Courtesy Nick Burson

Enter a story contest to fund 
the Lloyd Olson scholarship

THE LATE LLOYD OLSON

Pot O’ Gold

Sorry folks, due to COVID-19 
concerns & temporary  

business closures ...

ON HOLD
Once businesses are back up and  

running again, we’ll have another fun event!  
All current stamped passports will be honored!

DiscoverCleElum.com
TM

www.cleelumdowntown.com


