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National Book Lovers Day is celebrated on 
August 9 every year. This unofficial holiday  

is observed to encourage bibliophiles to  
celebrate reading and literature.

To Enjoy Well Into 
The Future 

 

Stop and shop the local interest  
“book nook” today

Visit us inside Tribune Office Supply by Safeway in Cle Elum  
M-F/8-5, or online 24/7 at KittitasBooks.com • 509-674-2511

The Cle Elum Fire of 1918 
By Roberta R. Newland and John Newland-Thompson 
Cle Elum, Washington, was founded in 1883 by Walter Reed and Thomas Gamble. The name, 
from Tle-el-Lum, is a rendering of the local Native American phrase for “swift water.” Nestled in 
the eastern foothills of the Cascade Mountains, Cle Elum grew as a railroad town, transporting 
lumber and coal, both from nearby Roslyn and later from Cle Elum itself. In 1891, it survived its 
first fire. In 1918, after reaching its population high of over 2,700 residents, a catastrophic fire 
broke out on a windy June day. Two-thirds of the townspeople were left homeless, and the ma-
jority of the town was destroyed. Cle Elum rose again from the ashes, thanks to the will of its 
citizens and help from all around the Pacific Northwest.

A Day in the Life of a Country Vet 
By Dr. Fred Newschwander DVM - illustrations by Maggie German 
AUTOGRAPHED copies in stock 
“Mostly True Stories and Anecdotes About Animals and People from the Life and Career of a 
Retired Mixed Animal Veterinarian”. “If Kittitas County has a Dr. Doolittle, it would have to be 
Dr. Fred Newschwander. The longtime veterinarian has long had a healing hand in most areas 
of animal health and welfare in the valley. If it has fur, fins, feathers, or skin, Dr. Fred has probably 
treated it. ” – An excerpt from the Valerie Chapman review in the May 10, 2018 NKC Tribune 
entitled “Dr. Fred, animal whisperer and ‘Force of Nature’”

D.B. Cooper & Me A Criminal, A Spy, My Best Friend 

AUTOGRAPHED copies in stock by author Carl Laurin 
DID D.B. COOPER PARACHUTE DOWN TO CLE ELUM, WA?? 
Author Carl Laurin believes he did, and that it was actually his best friend, military paratrooper 
and fellow parachutist. LOCAL CONNECTION – learn how eyewitness and Upper Kittitas 
County resident Jeff Osiadacz, A.K.A. “Cowboy” – played a key role in tracking down and 
corroborating the story. The legend of D. B. Cooper is one that fascinated and frustrated the 
world for four decades. He is the only skyjacker ever to pull off a $200,000 heist from 10,000 ft. 
in the air, without harming a soul. Three years ago, a man named Carl revealed to the world 
that his best friend Walt was D. B. Cooper. This is his story.

Another Story Titles Compiled by the NKC Historical Society: 
A Collection of Stories of the Early History of the Upper Kittitas County  
in Washington State from Peter Fassero’s column 
This regional history book, produced by the Northern Kittitas County Historical Society, is 190 
pages of stories and photos. The book is a treasure trove of insights into pioneer life in and around 
Cle Elum, Peoh Point, Swauk, Teanaway, Liberty, Roslyn, Easton and two towns that no longer 
exist: Casland and Jonesville. The book is a select collection of Northern Kittitas County Tribune 
newspaper articles written by Cle Elum resident and businessman Peter Fassero [1905-1991].

Also in stock: 
Images of America Titles: 

Treasuries of historic photos 

Ellensburg 
Snoqualmie Pass 
Kittitas County 

Facing the Dragon:  
A Vietnam War  
Mystery Thriller 
 
By Philip Derrick,  
a teacher at  
Easton School

Books About Our Past 
Make Great Presents

Not sure what books they already have?  

A Gift Certificate  
also gives them the bonus fun of picking!

Swiftwater: History of Cle Elum, 1848 - 1955 
Originally published in 1955 as Cle Elum, Washington’s Operation Cooperation Community De-
velopment Study, a detailed report of Cle Elum’s early years, 1848 to 1955. Now, six decades 
later, the original manuscript has been dusted off, polished and presented for a new generation. 
With a new title, “Swiftwater” – the local tribe’s translation of “Cle Elum”, and other enhance-
ments, this book appeals to anyone with an interest in Upper Kittitas County history. The North-
ern Kittitas County Historical Society has published this in an effort to preserve local history as 
well as share it with those who have an appetite for researching Cle Elum’s early days.A Taste of History from Northern Kittitas County – 

Favorite Recipes 
Turn of the century America was a melting pot, and the pot had to be rather large in Northern 
Kittitas County to accommodate all the ethnicities. In many ways, this cookbook is both a history 
book and a family album. Within these pages are family favorite recipes – a snapshot of tradi-
tional mixed with old country, mixed with new and revised. Whenever possible, we’ve added 
snippets of family remembrances and customs, and have included, with permission, recipes 
from some of our Upper County ladies who have since passed away.

Logging Histories of Five Prominent Pine Tree 
Gyppos – Cascade Lumber Co. By Eugene M. Henderson 

RARE OUT OF PRINT BOOK  
Gyppo -ˈjipō/ – a logging contractor, a private operator, a logger who operates on a small budget 
and typically gleans the timberlands already cut by larger companies. Between 1919 and 1985 
there were five big gyppos or logging contractors who worked for the Cascade Lumber Com-
pany that began as horse loggers. They qualified as being “big” not only by their size and ability 
to keep the railroad reloading sites well stocked with logs, but because they endured for a long 
length of time.

Memoirs of a Telephone Pioneer By Dale S. Wilkinson 
59 Years in the Telephone Industry 1901 – 1959 
Originally penned as a personal family letter, with the opening line, “To My Granddaughters Who 
Have Requested That I Write My Memoirs”, Dale S. Wilkinson’s family came to realize that their 
ancestor had a front row seat to the formative years of the fledgling telephone industry during 
landmark times in the history of Eastern Washington, the United States and the world at large. 
From 1908 – 1910 Wilkinson managed the Yakima office of the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, which Cle Elum residents of that period would recognize as the same company 
through which their exchange operated. Dale’s family donated telephone memorabilia, including 
his memoirs to the Cle Elum Historical Telephone Museum for the exhibit. 

Images of America: Roslyn By Jaymi Trimble 
Founded three years before Washington was admitted to the Union, Roslyn became a boomtown 
after the discovery of coal. Coal was king in Roslyn for 80 years, and immigrants came from all 
over the world to work the mines. Roslyn's remarkable history includes stories of murder, a mine 
strike that ended with the mine boss tied to the railroad tracks, and a bank robbery some claim 
was masterminded by Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. Readers will meet characters like 
Tony Bailey—he turned out to be a she—who worked the mines for 11 months in 1949 before 
being arrested one night in a tavern for going into the women's bathroom dressed as a man. And 
no book about Roslyn would be complete without a chapter on the hit television series Northern 
Exposure, which was filmed there.

The Pine Tree Express, A History of the Cascade 
Lumber Company’s Pine Hauling Railroad in Kittitas 
County, Washington 1916 – 1946  By Eugene M. Henderson 

RARE OUT OF PRINT BOOK - popular with model railroaders!  
This book, packed with intrigue, historic photos of Kittitas County logging train operations, maps 
and illustrations, is very popular with railroad fans, people interested in the logging industry, and 
history buffs. It is part of a 2-book series by this author. The history of logging railroads consistently 
surpassed the much larger mainline carriers in their rate of unusual happenings and intrigue.

Roslyn Through Time By Sue Litchfield 
This photo book chronicles Roslyn’s evolution from a coal camp to its glory years as an industrial 
center, through its years of decline as the mines closed, and to today’s efforts to embrace its 
past in order to preserve its future. Roslyn has always been known by its superlatives. It began 
life as one of the wildest coal camps in the state, grew into the headquarters of Washington’s 
largest coal mine company and often boasted the highest coal tonnage in the Pacific Northwest. 
In recent years, Roslyn has become a recreational haven and a must stop for fans of TV’s North-
ern Exposure. Missing today, however, is the coal industry that gave life to this patch of forest 
on the eastern slopes of the Cascade Mountains.
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Browse our 
Expanded Book Nook

MANY NEW TITLES!

Celebrate National 
BOOK LOVERS DAY 
by crawling inside a 
Good Local Story!

ALSO IN STOCK: 2nd book in the series, “Another Day in the  
Life of a Country Vet” - AND COMING SOON - the 3rd book!
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FREE 
Bookmark!


