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DAMN GOOD SANDWICHES. ONE YEAR AND COUNTING.DAMN GOOD SANDWICHES. ONE YEAR AND COUNTING.

929 Water Street, Port Townsend
howellssandwichco.com

Hello Friends!

Within the fi rst year that Howell’s Sandwich Co. has been open, it is amazing the amount of things that can happen; both good 
and bad.  We have survived equipment malfuncti ons, a storm that nearly swept us out to sea, a snow storm that brought the 
area to a standsti ll and the other pitf alls that befall a fl edgling business.  And yet, the reason we were able to survive, is because 
we had You! Port Townsend, Jeff Co, and the Peninsula, have been behind us the enti re way.

When we fi rst opened, the amount of anxiety I felt about how we would be received was almost paralyzing. But, day aft er day, 
the kind words- “We are sending all our friends here; these are the best damn sandwiches I’ve ever had” started rolling in. Every 
single comment was taken to heart. We want to push harder to uphold all the values and morals this community stands for. 
There are so many people, businesses, and organizati ons to thank. Soooo… THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO MADE THIS FIRST YEAR 
OUTSTANDING!!! We look forward to seeing old and new faces within the coming year.

For our 1 Year Anniversary, on April 11th from 11-4:30pm, we will be giving 50% off  our most popular signature sandwiches: 
Birds the Word, Da Cuban, The Southsider and Farmer Ed. We will also have additi onal goodies to share with everyone!  Thank 
you again to this fi ne community! We look forward to many more years to come!

Cheers,
Mike Howell & Crew
Howell’s Sandwich Co.
929 Water St. 
Port Townsend, WA

are facing this way (for-
ward), not upright,” Ashford 
said. “In competition, we’re 
looking at things in front of 
us or down below us. So it 
was definitely a big shift of 
perspective.”

To survey the bottom of 
the pier, the team clipped a 
GoPro camera to the top of 
their ROV. The videos and 
images they picked up in 
three days of surveying were 
then submitted to the port’s 
architects, who will deter-
mine the structural integrity 
of the dock. 

Because they volun-
teered their time for the 
environmental project at 
the port, they have applied 
for the President’s Youth 
Environmental Award, and 
are waiting to hear the 
results of that. 

“It’s a pretty competi-
tive award, so I’m not sure 
how our chances are,” said 
Nathaniel Ashford. 

Award-winning or not, 
the project helped the stu-
dents see their product and 
skills stand up against real 
world struggles.

“As the pilot, one of my 
struggles was being able to 
navigate through all the sea 
life on the dock,” Ashford 
said. “Having a camera 
facing the surface was also 
disorientating and made 
driving difficult.”

But the environmental 
project helped the students 
realize that their good 
communication skills and 
teamwork will help them in 
any situation, whether it is 
at the national competition 
or working on a real-world 
mission.

“ROVs are such an amaz-
ing contribution to the world 
right now because they can 
go deep, ... where humans 
don’t want to go or can’t go,” 
Ashford said. “It was nice 
to be able to go into that 

situation and say, ‘Ok there’s 
some political tension going 
on, but no one can be mad at 
kids who are just trying to 
help the environment.’ The 
community was so grateful 
because suddenly they were 
getting their surveying work 
done.”

While more environmen-
tal projects are in the future 
for the group of teens, they 
are now focused on their next 
robot, which they are design-
ing for the 2019 regional 
competition in May. They 

hope to make it to nationals 
again, and maybe this time 
get an even better score. 

“During these next few 
months we will probably 
take a break from most envi-
ronmental work, and focus 
on getting a new ROV up and 
running,” Ashford said.

Competition season also 
comes with fundraising, 
as the parts for their new 
ROV don’t come for free. To 
donate to the Sea Dragons 
team, go to gofundme.com/
seadragons.

Robot: Teens survey aging dock with underwater ROV
▼Continued from page 1

ABOVE: Searching for rust, cracks and other signs of decay, the team also caught a bit of sealife in their survey. BELOW: Installing a GoPro camera on the top of their ROV, the team is 
able to take video of the bottom of the dock to search for rust, cracks and decay. Leader photos by Lily Haight


