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From Berklee College of Music Boston

Our food bank provided  
61,632 nutritious meals in 2018

Last year, 386 children and 1,076 adults ate healthy meals  

from 2,604 food baskets provided by KP Community Services.  

In just a few hours a week, you can  make a difference  

in your community. To volunteer call 253 884-4440.

Fair Delano on the Sound: The 
Story of the Delano Beach Resort

JOSEPH PENTHEROUDAKIS, KP NEWS

The beach at Delano Bay south of  
Penrose Point State Park extends in a 
graceful curve for nearly a mile. At low 
tide the water can peel back away from 
the shore for almost a quarter of  a mile, 
exposing smooth, seemingly boundless 
tidal sand flats to the delight of  gulls, 
crows or the occasional human visitor 
drawn to the view.

It is on the gently sloping shores of  
the bay that was to bear their name that 
Captain George Delano and his wife 
Edith decided to settle in 1887. It is 
also where they would build the storied 
Delano Beach Resort and Hotel, which 
operated from 1891 to 1948.

Settling on land must have been a diffi-
cult decision for Delano. Born in Maine 
in 1852, he had gone to sea at 13, even-
tually rising to captain and commanding 
merchant ships that sailed trade routes 
around the world. His wife, Edith H. 
Weeks Delano, also born in Maine, would 
often join him on those trips, an experi-
ence that must have become challenging 
once their daughter Virginia was born 
in 1882.

On the night of  Jan. 30, 1887, the 
Austria, a merchant ship with Capt. Delano 
in charge, was caught in a powerful storm 
a few miles south of  Cape Flattery off  
Washington’s Pacific coast. The ship’s 
three masts, no match for the gale, quickly 
snapped and the Austria ran aground on 
a reef  not far from shore. Fortunately, 
Edith and 4-year-old Virginia had not 
accompanied Capt. Delano on this trip. 
Members of  the local Ozette tribe rescued 
the crew and helped salvage what was left 
of  the ship, later sold at auction.

As captain, George Delano had a finan-
cial interest in the Austria. Even after the 
insurance payment, however, Delano was 
ruined. Although he would eventually go 
back to sea, settling on land now must have 
seemed like a sensible decision.

For reasons history does not record, 
a few months earlier Edith Delano had 
bought 145 acres of  waterfront prop-
erty on Carr Inlet in the future Delano 
Bay. That was where the Delanos settled 
and built their first house, which was 
completed in 1888.

In the summer of  1889 the Delanos, 
assisted by local fishermen and cooks, 
organized an enormously successful Indi-
an-style clambake on the beach for a large 
group of  visitors. Edith came from a long 

line of  innkeepers in Maine; entertaining 
was in her blood. According to the family, 
the success of  the clambake, combined 
with Edith’s background and the increasing 
interest in summer hotels and resorts in 
the Sound, led to the couple’s decision to 
start a resort on Delano Beach.

Two years later, in the summer of  1891, 
the 20-room Hotel Delano (later the 
Delano Beach Resort and Hotel) opened 
for business. Guest cottages surrounded 
the hotel; their number would eventually 
grow to 24.

The resort complex occupied about 40 
acres. The grounds included pastures, a 
barn, orchards and chicken coops that 
provided fresh eggs. Several Jersey cows 
gave fresh milk and cream. Other supplies 
came from local farmers.

There were Chinese cooks, Filipino 
dining room servers, and housekeeping 
staff  drawn from the surrounding area. 
Notably, according to family history 
Edith Delano did not hire anyone from 
Home Colony, the peaceful community 
of  free thinkers established nearby in 
1896, fearing their “communist” views.

The open dining room seated 100 
with tables topped daily with vases full 
of  flowers freshly cut from the hotel’s 
English gardens. From the covered porch 
on clear days, guests could see the top 
of  snow-capped Mount Rainier over 
South Head, the narrow arm of  land at 
the south end of  the beach.

“The best hotel in the state,” newspaper 
ads would later boast. “Fair Delano on 
the Sound! Renowned for delicious eats, 
geoduck soup (Delano style), an Epicu-
rean delight. Warmest bathing beach on 
Sound. Dancing pavilion, tennis court, 
boating and fishing.”

A baseball diamond, a croquet field 
and a putting green were also available. 
The accommodations may not have been 
luxurious, although the hotel did include 
indoor plumbing, but in the summer 
months guests probably did not spend 
too much time inside.

Before roads and cars, guests and visitors 
arrived on the Mosquito Fleet’s steamers 
or by private pleasure boats. In 1905 an 
830-foot long pier with a floating dock at 
the end replaced the floating dock at the 
beach; it extended past the shallow part 
of  the beach at low tide, allowing ships 
to dock at any time. Some of  the pilings 
can still be seen at low tide.

The crossing from Tacoma by commer-
cial steamer could easily take three to 
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Tues–Saturday 10 to 4   Key Center Corral   253 884-9333 

In October, Angel Guild awarded $5,000 to: 
Vaughn Elementary PTA ...................................................3,000
The Longbranch Foundation  ....................................... $2,000
  

DECEMBER 
SPECIAL
10% OFF    
DOG FOOD

Celebrating over 18 years on the Key Peninsula
Where Animal Care and Friendly Customer Service Are Our Specialties

CALL OR VISIT TODAY
12615 134th Avenue NW
Between KP Hwy & Hwy 302 

(253) 851-9170 

BOARDING: Large, individual dog kennels, double-decker cat condos, special care for 
other small pets. Bayside is the safe, clean home away from home for day boarding or 
long-term stays. PET SUPPLIES: Cat and dog toys to bird feeders and horse wormers 
GROOMING: Gentle, professional dog grooming, dog and cat bathing by appointment. 

ONE CHURCH...TWO LOCATIONS

WAYPOINT NORTH 
meets at 12719 134th Ave NW Sundays @ 9am, 10:45am & 6pm
WAYPOINT SOUTH 
meets at Evergreen Elementary Sundays @ 10am

Free Women’s 
Exercise Class

Tuesdays 6:30pm 
Thursday’s Refit will 
resume in January

Great for all shapes, 
sizes and fitness levelsCHANGE YOUR BODY. CHANGE YOUR MIND. C
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Free childcare is provided for MOPS & classes  ·  Questions? Email the church - office@waypoint-church.org

Five17 Youth Group 
6-12th grade

Mondays 6:30pm
Get more info at

five17.com

MOPS
mothers of preschoolers

9:30am
Monday, Dec 2nd
Monday, Jan 6th

Help us put food on the table  
for our hungry neighbors.

 Celebrate the giving season with your contribution at  

www.keypeninsulacommunityservices.org  

or call 253 884-4440.

When people help each other, amazing things happen. 
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Our “family” thanks yours.
Thank you for responding to our year-end campaign to 

provide food for the hungry and supportive services to 

seniors.  Want to help even more? Call 253 884-4440.

When people help each other, amazing things happen. 

Bernie 253-514-0659    Gina 253-549-5009    
Brandon 253-432-2223 

Donna/Designated Broker 253-606-8480

We have qualified buyers ready to buy

Qualified renters ready to move in now

call 253 858-7053
in Key Center at 9121 KP Hwy (at the light) 

call 253 884-2076
in Key Center at 9121 KP Hwy (at the light)  

Rental property  
professionally managed  

by local experts. 

Your one & only local 
real estate experts. 

We cover waterfront properties, 
homes, acreage and farms. When 
it’s time for a new beginning, call 
Bernie, Gina, Brandon or Donna, 

your local real estate experts.

Property management for owners 
and renters. We handle it all for you.

Looking to rent? See what we 
have at dkpropmgmt.com

extra money. His beloved pet wolf  Mojo 
died. John Lennon’s death in 1980 was the 
last straw for him, and he moved to Hawaii. 

A friend introduced Hing to the slack-
key Hawaiian guitar, and music returned to 
its critical role in his life. He volunteered 
at the university radio station and started 
the Monday Night Live program, which 
continues to this day. He helped remaster 
recordings for Hula Records, opened his 
guitar tech business, and discovered good 
nutrition and aquaponics. 

Then, last year, after a 27-year separation, 
he found that his mother needed him. Now 
102, she lives in Lynnwood, and though 
her mind is intact, her body is failing. His 
good friend, Palmer Lake resident Tom 
Murphy, who drummed with the Robert 
Cray Band, found a place for him to stay 
on the Key Peninsula in July.

The move has had its challenges. Hing 
had hoped to have a place to run his guitar 
tech business but that has not worked out 
yet, and his car broke down, making it hard 
to get to his mother. But the community 
stepped in. 

At lunch at Key Peninsula Community 
Services, he learned about The Mustard 
Seed Project and connected with a few 
resources. Volunteer driver Larry Bingham 
took him to Lynnwood once a week. Finan-
cial help from the Gig Harbor FISH food 
bank and St. Vincent de Paul in Tacoma 
helped cover the costs of  replacing an 
engine. And, in turn, he took a look at the 
sound system at the Longbranch Improve-
ment Club and offered some advice. 

Hing said he’s one of  the last people 
standing from those heady San Francisco 
days. Although he lived the same hard life 
as the others, he thinks that staying under 
the radar is what kept him alive. Despite 
the cold and dark, Hing said he likes the 
Key Peninsula. “Everyone here is really cool. 
I’m meeting people my age who could care 
less about rock stars, and I like that.” He’s 
not sure about what the future holds, but 
he could see this as a place to settle. 

1/16p Jan, May, July, Aug, Oct, Nov 2020

Reach out. We’re here to help.
 Call for Survivor Support  

(253)753-3013 

GIG HARBOR | KEY PENINSULA
SUICIDE PREVENTION
C O A L I T I O N
Mail tax-deductible donations to 

Suicide Prevention, PO Box 13, Vaughn WA 98394

Advertising made possible by The Angel Guild

At Windermere Key Realty, we know the local market better 
than anyone, that’s why we’re the market leader.  

Our agents are devoted to delivering personal service, 
backed by the largest network in the region.  

Selling, buying or just looking, make us your 
personal connection for real estate.

Windermere Key Realty   253-857-3304   11615 State Route 302

Buying or selling? 
We will take  

good care of you.

Our new board room seats up to eight and is available as a courtesy for local 
community service organization meetings. Call Rob for your free reservation.

LARGEST IN THE AREA, BIGGEST IN THE REGION
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Get off your rocker and join our 
new Birthday Party & Dance

The last Friday of every month, we honor those celebrating 

60 years or more. Party luncheon at noon followed by 

dancing to live music, thanks to Titus Tacoma Subaru. 

Make your birthday plans now, call 253 884-4440.

Oliver Lystad
General Manager/Lead Estimator

Vaughn, WA 98394

Patios - Driveways - Stairs
Retaining Walls - All Finishes

C 253.255.7012

oliver@lystadconstruction.com
www.lystadconstruction.com

Residential
Commercial  
Building & Remodeling
Concrete
Flatwork & Foundation

Going Solo: Wauna Woman 
on Fifth Sailing Race to Alaska
It ’s 750 miles from Por t Townsend to Ketchikan with no engine or suppor t.

TED OLINGER, KP NEWS

Sailor, salvage officer and 100-ton 
master’s license captain Katy Stewart of  
Wauna will compete in her fifth consecu-
tive race to Alaska, known as the R2AK, 
starting June 8.

Now in its fifth year, R2AK has become 
infamously popular with a certain kind 
of  adventure seeker. The race from Port 
Townsend to Ketchikan for wind- or 
human-powered vessels only — no engines 
and no support crews — is the longest race 
of  its kind in North America. First prize 
is $10,000; second is a set of  steak knives.

Race organizers describe R2AK as “like 
the Iditarod, on a boat, with a chance of  
drowning, being run down by a freighter, 
or eaten by a grizzly bear.”

Last year 45 teams entered and 25 
finished. The fastest passage to date is 
three days, 20 hours, 13 minutes.

“At the postrace party this past year they 
handed me a giant punch card that said: 
‘Your fifth race is 
free.’ ” Stewart has 
already completed 
more R2AK races 
than anyone — 
that’s over 3,000 
miles of  sailing when there was wind and 
rowing when there wasn’t. With the entry 
fee taken care of, she aims to keep her most 
frequent racer status this year.

But this time she’s going alone.
“I decided the thing I haven’t done yet 

is to single-hand it,” she said.
Stewart has skippered a different boat, 

mostly with a different crew, every year.
“My first year I used a homemade 

trimaran my dad built in the ’90s that was 
sitting in the bushes in Lakebay. My sister 
and another friend restored it and we sailed 
it, just us three girls.”

The trimaran was called Coyote and her 
crew was Team Onism, “which, according 
to the Dictionary of  Obscure Sorrows, 
means the sad awareness that you can’t 
possibly do everything there is to do in 
life,” she said. “It was great. I think it took 
two weeks.”

The next year Stewart’s husband and her 
other sister wanted to come along. “He 
decided that it looked like I’d had a lot of  
fun, so it was me, my husband and my two 
sisters on a boat that we found on Craig-
slist for $2,500.”

That crew was called Team Global after 

Stewart’s employer, Global Diving and 
Salvage, paid their entry fee and became 
a race sponsor.

The boat was a 1960s-era Columbia Sabre 
called Greener, “a really skinny missile, but 
heavy,” Stewart said.

Some sailors might be reluctant to take an 
unfamiliar 50-year-old boat on a 750-mile 
cruise to Alaska, but not Team Global.

“There was precedent for that,” Stewart 
said. “My husband and I bought a boat 
the year we got married in 2003. It was 
from the mid-1970s, and we took off  and 
sailed all the way down to Mexico and over 
to Hawaii and back to San Francisco. It’s 
just about knowing what you’re looking at, 
triaging what needs to be fixed.”

During that second race, Greener 
suffered a dangerous mechanical failure 
during a gale off  Aristazabal Island in 
southeast Alaska.

“We were in a really big following sea; I 
think we decided it was probably 8 feet,” 
Stewart said. The boat jibed, getting side-

ways to the wind 
and waves. The 
mainsai l  swung 
f rom one  s ide 
of  the boat to 
the other and the 

sudden backpressure snapped the boom 
holding it in half.

“We left the headsail up and we were just 
surfing down the swells,” she said. “It was 
perfectly fine; we were doing 4 knots just 
with that. We had an old rowing machine 
from the ’80s up in the cockpit, just a sliding 
seat on a rail, so we took it apart and lashed 
the rail along the length of  the boom as a 
splint. It was perfect.”

For year three, a new Team Global raced 
Not Bad, Stewart’s own newly acquired 
Beneteau 345 built in 1988.

“Oh man, the thing had a head and an 
oven and a wine rack; it was great,” she 
said. “I pulled together a whole group of  
friends, none of  whom had ever met each 
other until a week before the race started. 
We also didn’t sail that boat before the race, 
we just started from the line. With all that 
crew, we got a luxurious amount of  sleep.”

When year four rolled around, Stewart 
almost didn’t go.

“But then a friend of  mine bought a 
1989 Farrier-27 trimaran called Magpie 
and told me that I should use it,” she said. 

“For most of  the winter and into spring I 
was in Florida doing salvage, cleaning up 
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Thankfully, our volunteers just 
don’t know how to stop giving.

In 2019, volunteers gave 3,390 hours to the Food Bank, 2,304 to 

the Senior Center, making our programs possible. This month, 

we’re thanking them with a  50’s-themed Recognition Dinner.  

To find your way of helping our community, call 253 884-4440.

At Windermere Key Realty, we know the local market better 
than anyone, that’s why we’re the market leader.  

Our agents are devoted to delivering personal service, 
backed by the largest network in the region.  

Selling, buying or just looking, make us your 
personal connection for real estate.

Windermere Key Realty   253-857-3304   11615 State Route 302

Buying or selling? 
We will take  

good care of you.

Our new board room seats up to eight and is available as a courtesy for local 
community service organization meetings. Call Rob for your free reservation.
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Take a Walk on the Wonky Side: 
Property Tax at a Glance
You know you don’t like it, but do you know how it works?

TED OLINGER, KP NEWS

Washington state property tax is one 
of  the most complicated in the nation, 
according to the Tax Foundation, an inde-
pendent nonprofit research institute.

Property tax is a real estate ad valorem 
tax (“according to the value”) that is consid-
ered to be regressive. The Washington state 
average effective tax rate is 1.03 percent of  
assessed value, slightly below the national 
average of  1.08 percent.

Pierce County has the highest property 
taxes in the state at an average effective 
rate of  1.21 percent.

Taxes on real estate account for about 
30 percent of  all state and local tax reve-
nues. Property taxes pay for local 
services like fire protection, public 
schools and parks, and are calcu-
lated by applying the total tax 
rate for a given property to the 
assessed value of  that property. 
The tax rate and the assessed value 
can change from year to year.

Property values rose in Pierce 
County by 7.5 percent last year, 
but an increase in property value 
does not directly correspond with 
a change in property tax. The state 
Constitution limits the total of  all 
non-voter approved property tax rates to 1 
percent per year on a given property, plus 
the tax resulting from any new construc-
tion on the property.

However, there is no limit on voter-ap-
proved ballot levy taxes.

According to Pierce County Asses-
sor-Treasurer Mike Lonergan, “Your tax 
in 2020 will be the 2019 value multiplied 
by the combined tax rates of  your school 
district, city, fire district and so forth, added 
to the state and countywide property taxes 
that everyone pays. A lot depends on votes 
by the public and the Legislature.”

Lonergan said most property tax bills in 
Pierce County went down in 2019. This 
year’s increase raises them higher than 2018.

Property taxes are expected to increase 
by an average of  14 percent in Gig Harbor 
and 9 percent on the Key Peninsula in 2020.

“While our assessed values continue 
to rise, that’s not what drives these big 
increases,” Lonergan said. “Over 58 percent 
of  the taxes I collect go to K-12 school 
funding, so the voted changes there have 
made a huge difference.”

This includes the Peninsula School 
District 20-year, $198,550,000 school 
construction bond approved in 2019 that 

begins this year, which adds 79 cents per 
$1,000 of  assessed value. The education 
and operations levy approved this year 
will begin next year, replacing the existing 
levy at a rate of  $1.50 per $1,000. The 
levy is for a fixed dollar amount and PSD 
cannot collect more money if  property 
values increase.

The effective tax rate is expressed as 
a percentage of  assessed value, but the 
amount of  tax payable is usually expressed 
as a dollar amount of  tax per $1,000 of  
assessed value of  the property. That is 
called the mill rate or millage, a word that 
derives from the Latin word “millesimum” 
that means “thousandth part” (1/1000). 
One mill is $.001.

To convert millage rates to dollar amounts, 
divide the mill rate by 1,000 and multiply by 
the property’s taxable value. Mill rates are 
listed as Tax Code Area rates on individual 
property listings on the assessor’s website.

For example, a house assessed at $300,000 
on the Key Peninsula has a 2020 mill rate 
of  11.051297. This is the total of  all the 
government taxes and voter approved levies 
per $1,000 of  taxable value. Divide the mill 
rate by 1,000 to get 0.011051297. Multiply 
that by $300,000 to get $3,315.39. Add to 
that any other fees and subtract any credits 
on the tax bill, and the result is the annual 
property tax, in this case an approximate 
effective tax rate of  1.1 percent.

The same can be done to determine the 
cost of  an individual levy. For example, the 
cost of  the recently approved PSD replace-
ment levy is $1.50 per $1,000. For the 
hypothetical $300,000 home, that would 
be 1.5 divided by 1,000 and multiplied by 
$300,000, which equals an annual cost of 
$450, or $37.50 per month.

Anyone can appeal their property tax 
assessment. Seniors earning less than 
$45,708 a year and individuals with disabil-
ities may qualify for exemption. For more 
information, go to www.co.pierce.wa.us.

Table 1
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The KP 2020 mill rate is lower than all but two of the last 
eight years. Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer’s Office.




