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Methow Trails eyes property purchase, annexation
18-acre Winthrop site 
would suit future needs
BY DON NELSON

Methow Trails is taking an ambitious 
step towards its future with the pro-
posed purchase of an 18.22-acre parcel 
in the middle of Winthrop that would 
be used as the organization’s headquar-
ters.

Methow Trails Executive Direc-
tor James DeSalvo discussed plans for 
purchase of the parcel on Horizon Flats 
Road at last week’s Winthrop Town 
Council meeting, as part of an applica-
tion by property owner Lavern Gray to 
have the site annexed to the town.

Currently, the land is in the county 
but is entirely surrounded by the 
town — a “donut hole” within town lim-
its that, under existing county zoning, 
could be divided into 5-acre lots.

Although the proposed purchase and 
requested annexation are separate trans-
actions, DeSalvo said Methow Trails 
supports the owner’s request and hopes 
to have the parcel zoned B3 (which 
allows office buildings, shops, park-
ing lots, parks, exercise facilities and 
single-family dwellings) if the sale and 
annexation go through. Methow Trails 
would seek connections to the town’s 

water and sewer systems, DeSalvo said.
Methow Trails’ intent would be to 

move its headquarters to the site from 
the current leased location on River-
side Avenue, and to consolidate several 

other maintenance and storage facili-
ties, DeSalvo said.

The roughly rectangular property 

The Methow Housing Trust makes 
affordable ownership real

BY ANN MCCREARY

As she stood in the front yard of her 
new home on Canyon Street in Twisp, 
Theresa Days said buying her house 
means much more than having an 
affordable place to live. The experience 
has helped her regain a sense of belong-
ing to a caring community.

“When my dad died, when I was 
10, the community came together and 
helped,” said Days, 62, who grew up in 
the Methow Valley. “That’s what this is 
feeling like again. People are helping 
each other. That’s what this valley has 
always been about.”

 Days was able to buy her two-
bedroom home through the Methow 
Housing Trust, a nonprofit organization 
that is building homes in Twisp and 
Mazama for local residents who could 
not otherwise afford to buy a house.

A few years after her father died, 
Days moved away from the Methow 
Valley when her mother found work in 
Wenatchee, but “the valley was always 
home to me,” Days said. She moved 
back to 15 years ago and lived most 
recently with her partner in a small, fed-
erally subsidized apartment in Twisp.

A friend encouraged her last year 
to look into the new Canyon Street 
Neighborhood being developed by 
the Methow Housing Trust to pro-
vide affordable home ownership. Days 
said she tends to be mistrustful of 
people and their intentions — a result 
of past abusive relationships. So, she 
approached the staff of the Housing 
Trust cautiously.

“I told them at the time I was kind 
of leery. My trust level wasn’t very 

H O M E C O M I N G

Photo courtesy Okanogan County Sheriff’s Office
Okanogan County Sheriff’s Sgt. Gene Davis and his K-9 partner Gunner posed with two 
suitcases containing 186 pounds of methamphetamine, found June 17 in the national 
forest near Mazama.

Meth seized near Mazama
County K-9 officer helps 
Homeland Security seize 
$1M worth of the drug

BY RALPH SCHWARTZ

A patrol dog with the Okanogan County 
Sheriff’s Office sniffed out 186 pounds 
of methamphetamine, stuffed inside two 
suitcases in heavy brush, on June 17 in the 
national forest near Mazama.

Sheriff’s Sgt. Gene Davis and his K-9 
partner Gunner found the illegal drug 
while assisting federal Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations (HSI) pursue a cross-
border air-smuggling operation. 

Sheriff Tony Hawley said his agency 
made no arrests in the case. Haw-
ley emphasized that HSI was the lead 
agency in the investigation.

HSI declined to comment on the case 
due to the agency’s ongoing investigation. 

County’s ban cites potential 
for ‘catastrophic’ wildfires
Most outdoor burning 
prohibited; other 
agencies’ rules vary 

BY MARCY STAMPER

The Okanogan County commis-
sioners have banned all outdoor burn-
ing — and that includes barbecuing over 
charcoal briquettes. The ban went into 
effect at midnight on Tuesday (June 25).

Finding that “the potential for large 

and catastrophic fires exists that may 
be a threat to life and cause dam-
age or destruction to homes, busi-
nesses, orchards/farmlands and natural 
resources,” the commissioners signed 
their annual resolution on June 24.

Under the ban, agricultural burning 
and outdoor burning of yard waste are 
prohibited. The use of gas- or propane-
fired barbecues is allowed, but charcoal 
barbecues are banned. Fireworks are 
prohibited throughout the county on 

Invading fleet?

Photo by Steve Mitchell
A group of lenticular clouds, said to resemble UFOs, recently piled up over the valley.

Illustration by Darla Hussey
Methow Trails has made a purchase offer for a parcel on Horizon Flats Road.

Photos by Ann McCreary
Theresa Days at her new home on Canyon Street in Twisp: regaining a sense of belonging in the community.
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Louisa Moratti and Matthew Pickard 
moved into a new home near Mazama.



Page A2 Wednesday, June 26, 2019 Methow Valley News

BAN
From Page A1

HOUSING
From Page A1

Join us for
the Chef’s Table
Sunday evenings in the Wine Cellar

Enjoy a spectacular dinner created 
by Executive Chef Tyler Krost 
highlighting the amazing flavors
of the freshest seasonal, regional
and local ingredients available,
paired with a selection of fantastic
wines from our Wine Cellar! 

A different multi-course menu will 
be featured each week. 

$125 per person
Gratuity and sales tax are additional.

Sundays in the Wine Cellar 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Maximum of 12 guests.

Reservations are required.
Call the Dining Room at 509-996-4707.

the

Chef’s table
with Chef Tyler Krost 

604 Patterson Lake Road, Winthrop WA 98862 | sunmountainlodge.com 

Monday & Tuesday
8am - 5pm

Closed for Lunch 12pm - 1pm

high, and it [the new home-
buying approach] was a whole 
new thing,” Days said. “They 
explained it to me well. They 
helped me look at the money and 
connected me with the finance 
people.” 

A retired state employee 
with a pension and social secu-
rity, Days was initially turned 
down for financing. “The Hous-
ing Trust [staff] said, ‘Don’t 
worry.’ They were so helpful and 
nice.” Housing Trust staff found 
another lender that was able to 
qualify Days to buy her home.

In the living room of her 
house, where boxes still held 
pictures to be hung on freshly 
painted walls, Days smiled as 
she gazed around the home that 
she shares with her partner, Pat 
Jones, and his dog. “I plan on liv-
ing here for the rest of my life. 
I keep telling myself, ‘This is 
the last time you have to move, 
ever!’”

Gaining independence
Like Days, Louisa Moratti and 

Matthew Pickard are settling into 
their new home, but at the other 
end of the valley. Moratti and 
Pickard recently moved into the 
two-bedroom house they pur-
chased in the McKinney Ridge 
Neighborhood, developed by 
the Methow Housing Trust near 
Mazama.

Moratti and Pickard are rela-
tive newcomers to the Methow 
Valley. They first learned of the 
Methow Valley from a climb-
ing guide book while they were 
living in Arizona. In 2015 they 
sold most of their belongings and 
set out in a van to check out the 
valley.

“We fell in love with this 
place. We both started work-
ing at the Mazama Store, and 
were struggling to find a rental 
that was affordable. For a while, 
we were living in our van,” said 

Moratti. They spent some time 
living with friends, and later 
rented a home that was being 
built by Moratti’s parents. When 
they heard about the new Hous-
ing Trust homes, they saw an 
opportunity “to hopefully get our 
own place and be independent,” 
Pickard said. 

Moratti, 33, works full time 
as a baker at the Mazama Store. 
Pickard, 38, was forced by unex-
pected health issues to quit work-
ing as a climbing coach a couple 
of years ago, and is developing 
a business that provides three-
dimensional computer modeling 
for home designs. 

“We’ve moved around a lot of 
places and dealt with the com-
mon issue of rents getting raised. 
We had become exhausted by 
that process,” Moratti said.

“We knew we wanted to 
be in the valley and we knew 
that owning a house wasn’t an 
option,” Pickard said. “It’s out of 
our budget to afford — anywhere. 
With our career paths, we don’t 
make a lot of money, but we 
make enough to live comfortably 
enough.”

They heard about the Housing 
Trust through friends, and went 
to the office in Twisp last fall to 
fill out paperwork and learn if 
they could qualify to buy a house 
in the McKinney Ridge Neigh-
borhood development.

“The main driving factors 
were independence, and the abil-
ity to grow roots in a community 
that we wanted to be part of, and 
find stability in a world where 
that’s difficult to find,” Moratti 
said. “We kept crossing our fin-
gers, hoping we’d fit what they 
were looking for,” Pickard said. 

They were a good fit, and 
moved into their home, along 
with their dog, in May. The house 
is sparsely furnished because 
they are building their own fur-
niture, but they are thrilled with 
their home.

“It’s beautiful. It’s a dream 
come true. I could never have 
imagined it would be so lovely. 

It’s very well built and incredibly 
energy efficient,” Pickard said.

“I view living here as a perma-
nent thing,” he said. “If we make 
more money in the future, they 
adjust the payments we make. If 
we do make more money, it’s OK 
to still be here in the house. We 
can grow financially.”

More homes
The five homes completed in 

Twisp and the four completed 
in Mazama are the begin-
nings of larger neighborhoods. 
Ground has been broken on 
four homes in the Canyon 
Street Neighborhood and four 
homes in McKinney Ridge. 
Those units are expected to be 
ready for occupancy by spring 
of 2020. An additional four 
homes will be built on Can-
yon Street in 2021, bringing 
the total to 13. The Housing 
Trust has also acquired 8 acres 
in Winthrop and is conducting 
a needs assessment to plan for 
future development.

As Days settled into her Can-
yon Street home, she has been 
getting acquainted with the other 
homeowners and enjoys feeling 
a sense of belonging. “One of the 
things I like about it is we get to 
be our own little community,” 
she said. 

The homes in Twisp and 
Mazama have landscaping and 
irrigation systems, as well as 
fenced back yards, covered 
parking and storage areas. Each 
neighborhood includes two-bed-
room and three-bedroom homes 
that are single-story and have 
one bathroom. The homes are 
built in close proximity but are 
designed to provide privacy. 

The houses are compact, rang-
ing in size from about 900 – 1,100 
square feet, with an open living 
room and kitchen floor plan that 
creates a spacious feeling, and 
large windows that bring in natu-
ral light. The homes are designed 
to be “ADA-ready,” which means 
they don’t have steps and can be 
modified with railings to accom-

modate people with disabilities, 
or to allow people to age in their 
homes. 

Erika Krumpelman, the Hous-
ing Trust’s stewardship direc-
tor, has helped more than 30 
applicants with their applica-
tion and lending process over 
the past year, and has matched 
seven homeowners (including 
individuals, couples, and par-
ents with children) with homes. 
The Housing Trust maintains 
an open application process and 
is accepting applications for 
existing houses and for houses 
expected to be completed in the 
next two years.

“Through the process of the 
application we really get to know 
our homeowners. It’s been a 
really great process and we’re 
so excited to see them move into 
their forever home,” Krumpel-
man said. 

While their Methow Hous-
ing Trust house may be the final 
home for some buyers, “some 
aspire to look at it as a stepping 
stone,” Krumpelman said. “They 
know if they live in the home 
for five to seven years, they will 
have a nice nest egg for a down 
payment for their next home.”

In order to keep the homes 
permanently affordable, a for-

mula limits the increase in 
resale value to 1.5 percent annu-
ally — considerably lower than 
market increases in property 
values. But even with the limit 
on the growth in resale value, 
homeowners can expect to pay 
down their loan enough to “walk 
away with $30,000 – $40,000 
after seven years, and that’s a 
down payment” on a new home, 
Krumpelman said.

For ‘ordinary people’
T he houses  cost  about 

$140,000 for two-bedrooms and 
$160,000 for three-bedrooms. 
“That’s about half — a little less 
than half — what a comparable 
home on the open market would 
cost,” Krumpelman said. 

Buyers of a Methow Housing 
Trust home own the building 
and sign a long-term lease for the 
land it sits on. Basic eligibility 
requirements for buyers include 
living in the Methow Valley for 
at least 12 months or having a 
written commitment from a local 
employer; household income that 
does not exceed 100 percent of 
the median income for Okano-
gan County; personal assets that 
do not exceed 80 percent of the 
area median income; and the 
ability to qualify for an approved 

mortgage.
The Methow Housing Trust 

was created to meet a pressing 
need for housing that is afford-
able for ordinary working people 
or for retired people, like Days. 
When Days purchased her own 
home, it allowed her and her 
partner to move out of the sub-
sidized apartment where they’d 
been living. And that made an 
affordable rental unit, which 
are in short supply in the valley, 
available for another valley resi-
dent with a limited income.

That is a desired outcome, said 
by Rocklynn Culp, a Housing 
Trust board member and town 
planner for Winthrop. “I expect 
[these new homes] to have a rip-
ple effect by opening up more 
rentals in a tight rental market,” 
Culp said. 

Affordable housing is essential 
to the Methow Valley’s economic 
sustainability, Culp said. “I see 
these new homes first and fore-
most housing people who now 
have a more secure future in our 
community. Without Methow 
Housing Trust, there is really 
no game in town for affordable 
home ownership, nor any relief to 
the situation of workforce hous-
ing. We’re on the cutting edge of 
building economic resiliency.”

both public and private land.
The ban appl ies  in  a l l 

t h r e e  F i r e  D a nge r  R a t -
ing Areas (FDRAs) in the 
county — Methow Highlands, 
Valley Floors, and Okano-
gan Highlands. “Dry summer 

weather conditions provide for 
high fire conditions in Okano-
gan County,” according to the 
resolution.

An exception to the burn ban 
is in orchards that have been 
afflicted by fire-blight bacteria. 
People may obtain a special per-
mit to burn infected trees, which 
requires consultation with the 
county’s pest-control agent, plus 

strict provisions to control the 
fire.

Up-to-date information and a 
map of the areas will be available 
on the Okanogan County Emer-
gency Management website at 
www.okanogandem.org.

The burn ban will continue 
until the commissioners rescind 
it.

Rules vary
Land in the county is managed 

by different agencies, and all set 
their own burn bans, often on 
different schedules.

Fire risk in the Methow FDRA 
is “high,” meaning it is one of 
the areas with the highest risk of 
wildfire in the state, according to 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). 

DNR banned all burning of 
vegetation in the Methow FDRA 
earlier this month. Last week, 
DNR expanded the restriction, 
banning all campfires — even 
in DNR campgrounds — in 

Okanogan County.
There are no campfire restric-

tions at Pearrygin Lake and Alta 
Lake state parks. Those typi-
cally go into effect in mid-July, 
according to park staff.

Also last week, the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) banned fires on all its 
lands in the county, which are 
scattered throughout the Methow 
and the Okanogan valleys.

BLM warned that a vehi-
cle can start a fire when metal 
throws sparks, from dragging a 
tow chain or from worn brake 
pads. Underinflated tires can 
cause contact between the wheel 
rim and roadway. Driving a car 
with a hot engine and hot exhaust 
onto grass also poses a high risk 
of igniting a fire.

The Methow Valley Ranger 
District increased fire danger 
from “moderate” to “high” last 
week. Campfires are still allowed 
in the ranger district and Okano-
gan-Wenatchee National Forest, 
except in wilderness areas, where 
campfire restrictions are always 
in effect.

Although campfires are not 
prohibited, U.S. Forest Service 
fire officials are always con-
cerned about the risk of wildfire. 
Firefighters extinguish one or 
two abandoned campfires almost 
every weekend, according to the 
Forest Service. 

Fireworks are illegal in the 
national forest year-round. There 
are penalties of up to $5,000, or 
six months in jail, for fireworks 
possession in the forest.

Overnight power outage for most co-op customers this weekend
Most customers of the Okano-

gan County Electric Co-opera-
tive (OCEC) will need to prepare 
for an overnight power outage 
that will last eight hours and 15 

minutes from June 30 to July 1. 
It will begin at 9:45 p.m. Sun-
day night and last until approxi-
mately 6 a.m. Monday morning.

Utility technicians will be 

making the final connection to 
supply power to Winthrop and 
Mazama via the Pateros-Twisp 
transmission line.

In addition to the OCEC cus-

tomers, the outage will affect 
PUD customers near the Loup 
Loup Ski Hill, Pleasant Valley, 
Malott and the Chiliwist.

About 10% to 15% of OCEC 

customers — generally in the 
Twisp area and on Twisp River 
Road — are already served by the 
Pateros-Twisp line and will not 
be affected by the outage. Any-

one with questions about whether 
a particular residence or business 
will not have power on the night 
of June 30 should call OCEC at 
996-2228. 

VEHICLES C AN START FIRES
When it’s this hot and dry, even 

your car or truck can start a wildfire. 
Follow these precautions to avoid a 
disaster:
•  Don’t drive or park on grass — hot 

parts under a vehicle can ignite a 
fire.

•  Make sure tow chains and other 
metal parts don’t drag on the pave-
ment. 

•  Keep tires properly 
inflated — metal wheel rims will 

spark if they contact the pavement.
•  Replace brake pads — rubbing 

metal from severely worn brake 
pads can throw sparks.

•  Keep your catalytic converter and 
exhaust systems in good working 
order. They can ignite dry fuels on 
contact.

•  Make sure you have a spark arrestor 
on your dirt bike or off-road vehicle.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Land Management

C AMPFIRE 
SAFET Y

People have the responsibility 
to ensure their campfire is 
completely out and cold to the 
touch before they leave. Campfires 
must be built in a rock fire ring. 
All vegetation must be cleared 
from the area, and the fire should 
not be built below low-hanging 
tree branches. Campers should 
have water and a shovel nearby.
To effectively put out a campfire, 
drown it with water and stir the 
embers to make sure everything 
is wet. Feel the coals and embers 
with your hands — they should 
be cool to the touch. When you 
think you are done, take an extra 
minute and add more water.

Photo by Ann McCreary
More Methow Housing Trust homes are being added to the McKinney Ridge neighborhood near Mazama.



Methow Valley News Wednesday, June 26, 2019 Page A3

METH
From Page A1

TRAILS
From Page A1

FARMERS STATE BANK  
is hiring!

FARMERS STATE BANK  
is hiring!

For more information on the 
Universal Banker position, 
visit the Employment page at 

www.farmersstatebankwa.com

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender 

509.996.2284
bearcreekgolfcourse.com

19 Bear Creek Golf Course Road, Winthrop

LIKE US!
@bearcreekgolfcoursewinthrop

Come
play
with
us!

NOTICE OF POWER OUTAGE

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF OKANOGAN COUNTY
1331 2nd Ave. N., Okanogan, 422-3310

18 W. 1st Ave., Omak, 422-8380
 101 S. Bridge, Brewster, 689-2502

 1500 Main, Oroville, 476-3531
17 W. Third St., Tonasket, 486-2131

 201 Hwy. 20 South, Twisp, 997-2526

There will be an 8-hour, 15-minute power outage in the 
described areas overnight June 30, 2019, into July 1, 2019. 
It will begin at 9:45 p.m. Sunday night and last until 
approximately 6 a.m. Monday morning.

The 8-hr., 15-min. power outage will affect Okanogan 
County Electric Co-Op customers, in addition to Okanogan 
County PUD customers in the following area(s):
• Loup Loup Ski Hill

Okanogan County PUD customers in the 
following areas will experience a brief 10-minute 
outage for switching only:
• Pleasant Valley
• Malott
• Chiliwist

For all residents using medical equipment requiring 
electrical power, you will need to make provisions for an 
8-hr., 15-min. power outage.
This outage is needed to switch Okanogan County Electric 

Co-Op to the new transmission line out of the Twisp 
Substation. The PUD and BPA appreciate your patience and 
regret any inconvenience this outage may cause.

The Sheriff’s Office reported the 
street value of the seized drug to 
be $1 million.

The Sheriff’s Office has two 
K-9 teams. In addition to Davis 
and Gunner, Sgt. Tait Everett is 
partnered with K-9 Havoc. Both 
dogs are trained to detect illegal 
street drugs but not prescription 
drugs or marijuana.

Law enforcement agencies 
across the United States are 
reporting increased use of meth-
amphetamine, a highly addic-
tive stimulant with more rapid 
and lasting effects than amphet-
amine. The amount of the drug 
seized by Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) nationwide 
nearly tripled from federal fiscal 
year 2014 to 2018.

CBP finds most of the meth 
it confiscates at the Mexican 
border. Since Oct. 1, 2017, CBP 
agents have seized 146,202 
pounds of meth at the northern 
and southern borders of the US 
as of Sunday (June 23), accord-
ing to data provided by CBP to 
the Methow Valley News. Of that 
amount, only 38 pounds were 
seized at the Canadian border. 
This statistic doesn’t include the 
186 pounds found near Mazama 
because it was discovered by 
HSI, which is not part of CBP.

extends east from Horizon Flats 
Road nearly to Highway 20 
across from Pardners Mini Mar-
ket and abuts an irrigation ditch. 
The site, a former homestead also 
known as the White property, 
currently has a one-bedroom, 
1,090-square foot house built in 
the 1960s and described in its 
MLS listing as a “fixer upper,” 
several outbuildings and a log 
cabin. It was recently listed for 
sale at $595,000 (reduced from 
$750,000). Methow Trails did not 
reveal its offered price.

The Town Council was not 
required to take any action last 
week. Town ordinances provide 
that after being notified of a 
proposed annexation, the coun-
cil must set a meeting date to 
discuss the application within 
60 days. The proposal came to 
the Wnthrop Town Council on 
Methow Trails letterhead with 
signatures by Gray, DeSalvo 
and listing real estate agent Lee 
Miller. DeSalvo said Methow 
Trails has a 120-day contingency 
offer agreement with the seller.

DeSalvo said the organiza-

tion, seller and real estate agent 
approached the council together 
to assure transparency. “Every-
one knows exactly what we’re 
doing from day one,” he said. 
“We’re beholden to the commu-
nity for everything we do.”

Possible links
DeSalvo told the council that 

the decision to pursue the prop-
erty was initiated by the Methow 
Trails board of directors in antic-
ipation of future growth and 
facility needs. He said Miller met 
with Methow Trails to discuss 
possible recreation trail connec-
tions, and the meeting evolved 
into a discussion about buying 
the property.

The property is well-situated 
for possible connections with the 
Susie Stephens Trail and Com-
munity Trail, DeSalvo said, and 
might also serve as “a potential 
puzzle piece” toward creating a 
long-envisioned trail connect-
ing Twisp, Winthrop and the 
Methow Valley School District 
campus. It could also serve as 
trailhead parking or satellite 
parking for visitors, DeSalvo 
said.

DeSalvo said Methow Trails 
is outgrowing its current spaces 

and has been contemplating 
another site for some time. “It’s 
not efficient for us any more,” he 
said.

DeSalvo noted that Win-
throp’s comprehensive plan 
suggests that the property be 
considered for annexation 
because of how it is situated 
within the town. Town Planner 
Rocklynn Culp affirmed that 
annexation would be “an oppor-
tunity to accomplish something 
we identified in the comprehen-
sive plan as desirable.”

Culp said that annexation dis-
cussions will include considering 
a development plan for the par-
cel. Despite a tight time frame, 
she said, “it’s doable … we’ve 
done annexations in fairly short 
order before.”

The proposal is subject to 
Planning Commission review, 
which was schedule to take 
place this week during the 
commission’s regular meeting. 
The council will next consider 
the proposal at its July 3 meet-
ing.

In his presentation the coun-
cil, DeSalvo offered a list of 
reasons that Methow Trails is 
considering the action, notably 
citing the scattered and under-
sized facilities it now uses and 
the fact that its primary main-
tenance shop at the Winthrop 
Rink won’t be available in the 
future. Consolidated sites will 
help increase staff efficiency, he 
said.

“It’s a unique parcel that fits 
our needs better than any current 
alternative,” DeSalvo said.

In an interview last week, 
DeSalvo said “I thought long and 
hard about what we need to func-
tion efficiently.” A recent board 
and staff retreat helped solidify 
expansion planning and action, 
he said. “It’s a vision,” DeSalvo 
said of the Methow Trails pro-
posal. “We know what our needs 
are and they connect with the 
community’s needs.”

Funds available
Methow Trails has never made 

a property purchase before, 
DeSalvo said. The organization 
has reserve funds on hand, gen-
erated over years of careful bud-
geting and frugal operations, to 
cover the cost of the purchase, he 
said.

“We feel comfortable that we 
have that amount of funding,” 
DeSalvo said. “We’ve had suc-
cessful winters and built up our 
accounts so we could sustain 
ourselves.”

He said Methow Trails may 
reach out to the community to 
support some aspects of future 
development, but not the prop-
erty purchase itself.

“This would centralize every-
thing,” he said of the proposed 
acquisition. “We’ve been siloed.” 
He added that Winthrop would 
be a “good hub” for Methow 
Trails’ operations. “It geographi-

cally makes sense.”
As for the buildings on the 

site, DeSalvo said they may 
have some short-term utility 
but “don’t meet our current 
needs.”

The dreamed-of recreation 
trail from Winthrop to Twisp 
emerged as the No. 1 priority for 
future trails projects in a recent 
community survey that Methow 
Trails conducted, DeSalvo said. 
He said that because of the com-
plexity of such a project, Methow 
Trails will proceed slowly and 
talk with anyone who might be 
affected — although it’s not yet 
clear who that might be. “We 
don’t have a line drawn on a 
map,” he said.

Methow Trails is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit. Its system includes 
over 120 miles of cross-country 
ski trails in the winter months, 
and is recognized as one of the 
finest trail systems in North 

America for Nordic skiing, 
mountain biking, trail running 
and hiking. It was formed in 
1977 as the Methow Valley Fam-
ily Sports Club, and eventually 
was known as the Methow Val-
ley Ski Touring Association and 
the Methow Valley Sport Trails 
Association before adopting its 
current name in 2014.

According to the Methow 
Trails website, the network of 
trails generates about $4.5 mil-
lion directly, another $4.1 mil-
lion indirectly, and another $2.7 
million annually through related 
industry earnings in the Methow 
Valley. Some 49 full-time jobs 
and 159 seasonal full-time and/
or part-time jobs can be directly 
attributed to the network of trails 
and adjacent lands, according to 
the website.

“We’ve been around for 43 
years,” DeSalvo said. “It’s time 
to put some roots down.”

Naked Eye

Good time for planet watching, by Jupiter!
You may have noticed that bright star 

coming up in the southeast just after 
dark. Look closely and you will see that 
it is not twinkling but rather shining with 
a steady even glow. That is a big clue that 
it is a planet, not a star. Jupiter, the larg-
est planet in our solar system, is here to 
visit us this summer. In June, Jupiter is in 
what astronomers call opposition. Draw 
a straight line from the sun to the earth 
and continue farther and it hits Jupiter. 

Opposition also means we are clos-
est to the giant planet for the whole year, 
and it is a great time to look at it. The 
news media have been calling that to our 
attention and one article I read claimed 
that you could see all of its 79 moons 
with just a pair of binoculars. Now wait 
a minute. Most of those moons were dis-
covered by billion-dollar, space-based 
telescopes like the Hubble orbiting tele-
scope, or by rocket probes sent there by 
us. I do not think you are going to be 
able to see all of them yourself from 
your back yard with just some binocu-
lars. Fake news even extends into outer 
space! 

You might be able to pick out the four 
largest moons discovered by Galileo. 
You will need a very good, expensive 
pair and will have to hold them very 
steady. Try leaning up against something 
like a post on your porch. If you have 

one, a small tele-
scope will work 
a lot better. 

Many moons
H o w  d i d 

Jupiter get all 
t h o s e  m o o n s 
a ny way?  We 
only have one. 
It is the most-
massive planet 
in the solar sys-
tem, weighing more than all the other 
planets put together. More mass means 
more gravity and more gravity means 
that it can pull in more meteoroids, 
asteroids and comets, most of which 
crash into the planet but occasionally 
some are captured and become moons.  
The four moons you can see are fun 
to watch. Night after night they will 
change their positions. Galileo noticed 
their movements and decided they were 
revolving around Jupiter, a very novel 
concept for his time. Taking that idea a 
step further, he concluded that the earth 
was revolving around the sun. That idea 
was so radical that the Inquisition found 
him guilty of heresy and placed him 
under house arrest for the rest of his life.

Did you know that Jupiter almost 
became a star? It has just about the same 

ingredients as 
our sun — hydro-
gen, helium and 
just a dash of 
some of the other 
elements. All it 
needed was to 
have picked up 
more mass dur-
ing the forma-
tion of the solar 
system. More 

mass would mean 
more gravity and more pressure in its 
core to start nuclear fusion, the process 
that makes stars shine. It would even 
have had its own solar system, those 79 
moons becoming 79 planets. 

Other things out there
Look to the right of Jupiter for a red-

dish-orange star. That is Antares, one 
of the largest stars we can see with the 
naked eye, a red super giant star in the 
constellation of Scorpius. When we look 
up at the night sky, we only see it as two-
dimensional. We do not get to see the 
true depth of the night. Antares is actu-
ally millions of times farther away from 
us than Jupiter. 

Saturn is out there too, a little to the 
left and below Jupiter. It will look simi-
lar, yellowish, shining steady, not twin-

kling, but not nearly as bright as the 
giant planet. Of course, it is famous for 
its magnificent rings, which can easily 
be seen through that small telescope. 
While you are looking at it see if you 
can spot its largest moon, Titan, the only 
other world in our solar system with 
rivers and lakes. They are not made of 
water, however, but rather liquid meth-
ane. Sound cold? You bet it is, hundreds 
of degrees below zero! Titan will appear 
to be just a star very near the planet in a 
telescope. 

High in the east, three bright stars 
form the Summer Triangle — Vega on 
top, Deneb on the lower left and Altair to 
the lower right. They will be in the sky 
all summer and most of the fall. Look 
for the Milky Way going from north to 
south through Deneb and Altair and then 
on to kind of near Saturn. Later in the 
summer or later at night is a great time 
to spot it when the Milky Way traverses 
the heavens high overhead.

The bright star Arcturus is high in the 
south, shining with a distinctive orange 
light. Both the dippers are visible in the 
north. 

In a little over a month, the August 
meteors will be racing across the sky. 
I hope you enjoy these balmy summer 
nights and maybe you can stay up late 
enough to see some stars!

David Ward

Photos by Don Nelson
A vintage log cabin is one of the existing buildings on the parcel that 
Methow Trails has identified as a potential headquarters site.

Photos by Don Nelson
This pastoral setting in the middle of Winthrop could become the new headquarters site for all of Methow 
Trails’ operations in the valley.
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Opinion
Box 97:

Letters to  
the editor

By Tania Gonzalez Ortega

Worker or passenger?
Dear Editor:

If socialism/communism is so wonderful, 
why are people from those countries fight-
ing to get into America? Socialism/commu-
nism always ends with despots in charge, and 
the people being milked as funding sources. 
When the money runs out, there’s usually a 
bloody revolution.

Capitalism works if it stands on a moral 
foundation. America was founded on the 
foundation of the Christian faith. If success 
is measured only by how much money you 
have (huge amounts of money create huge 
amounts of power), capitalism becomes bla-
tant greed and we lose our moral foundation. 
We are watching our society evolve into a 
minority of the very rich attempting to con-
trol the rest of us. Another recipe for revolu-
tion.

Every generation must choose what it will 
support. Work to change what you don’t 
like. If you don’t, others will determine the 
fate of your children and grandchildren. 
As Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom is never 
more than one generation away from extinc-
tion. We didn’t pass it on to our children in 
the bloodstream.” 

I believe in the “melting pot” vision of 
America: If you come here legally, work 
to support yourself and your family, honor 
God and your new country, you are welcome 
here. People can succeed if they are willing 
to work and follow our laws. America is still 
a place of hope.

I also believe powerful people see Amer-
ica as the last game pawn to be taken down 
before a global government can be estab-
lished. That is why we are currently seeing 
such violence and political maneuvering. But 
people are waking up.

America is a big ship politically, socially 
and spiritually. It takes a huge amount of 
pressure to change its direction. You are 
either working to steer the ship or a passen-
ger just along for the ride.

Chrystal Perrow
Winthrop

Dealing with change
Dear Editor:

With regard to the matter of develop-
ment on Allen Elementary flats I would like 
to enter my two bits worth. First of all, the 
Caswells and the Schrock/Smiths are both 
friends. But I have to say that objectively 
speaking, Ms. Appel has my sympathy. 
Towns should be densified and sprawl should 
be contained.

We all take advantage of spaces that 
appear to be vacant to enjoy ourselves with 
dog walks, people walks; then, when the area 
is bought by someone who wishes to build 
his home, we suddenly protest that our lives 
are being infringed upon. The profiles of the 
hills are interrupted by human habitat; our 
neighbors are closing in on us; soon all we 
will have to enjoy is the acreage within our 
own lots.

Much as it hurts, however, the property 
you have become used to enjoying was 
merely good luck. If it meant so much to you, 
you could have purchased the property and 
kept it for your own enjoyment. But since you 
did not, it now becomes a place to be devel-
oped at the behest of the new owner, within 
the already established zoning restrictions.

Change is the way of the world. If privacy 
and isolation is what you want, don’t expect 
to get it within town limits. Town planning 
should include some green space, but that 
planning must come before that space is pur-
chased by an individual, not after.

I hope I haven’t lost any friends by 
expressing my honest opinion, which, as my 
friends know, is the only opinion they will 
ever get from me.

Carolanne Steinebach
Twisp

Support Trump
Dear Editor:

We all have minds, we all have emotions, 
we all have situations.

So listen to the words of both parties on 
the same subject.

Who is doing things to keep America 
strong?

Sit on both sides of the table. The United 
States people voted Trump to be our presi-
dent and lead our country. The losers can’t 
accept this.

More time and money is being spent by 
our elected government officials on claims 
about before the election of Trump. They are 
the losers.

Our government officials need to take 
their knowledge and apply it to the United 
States’ problems and need to keep America 
great.

Our government officials need to get to 
work and get things done that support the 
United States, not themselves, and spend 
time to help the goals of our President Trump 
who was the people’s choice to make Amer-
ica great. Together we stand, single we fall. 
Think positive, not negative. These are the 
facts.

Phyllis Sansaver
Twisp

Racial bias in juries
Dear Editor:

We think of Washington state as 
pretty progressive. Sadly, even here 
we have overwhelming evidence of 
racia l bias in our judicia l system.  
In recognition of this evidence, last Octo-
ber the Washington State Supreme Court 
held the death penalty unconstitutional. 
This decision doesn’t reverse any con-
victions. The eight men on death row in 
Washington will be imprisoned for life.  
The decision wasn’t based on liberal vs 
conservative politics. Nor was it based on 
moral or ethical grounds. The court ruled 
unanimously that the application of the 
death penalty was racially biased and there-
fore violated the Washington Constitution. 
The court’s opinion was based in part 
on a study showing that “black defen-
dants were four and a half times more 
likely to be sentenced to death than simi-
larly situated white defendants.” This 
should shock us all. And think what 
it must be like in conservative states. 
The U.S. Supreme Court did recently have 
to face that question in a case from Mis-
sissippi. There, a black defendant was 
tried six times for murder. Each time, the 
prosecutor systematically excluded black 
jurors. His sixth conviction and death 
sentence were upheld by the Mississippi 
Supreme Court, despite overwhelming 
evidence of the prosecutor’s misconduct. 
The U.S. Supreme Court decision last 
week overturning the conviction was on a 
7-2 vote, including three of the court’s five 
very conservative justices in the major-
ity. The newest of those conservatives, Jus-
tice Kavanaugh, wrote the opinion for the 
majority. He stated: “Equal justice under law 
requires a criminal trial free of racial dis-
crimination in the jury selection process.”  
Fairness in jury selection seems pretty basic, 
doesn’t it? Ironically, the court’s one African-
American justice, Clarence Thomas, doesn’t 
think so. His dissent made it clear that he 
didn’t think the courts should even consider 
the unfairness of racial bias tainting the 
administration of criminal justice. 

Randy Brook 
Twisp

Wrong info about fire station
Dear Editor:

I am writing to respond to the My Turn 
article written by Ross Darling last week. It 
contained some egregious misinformation. 
Mr. Darling lists two important reasons we 
need a new station — to provide proper clear-
ance around the fire trucks, and to provide 
a ventilated room where contaminated fire-
fighter outer clothing can be safely stored. 
But he misrepresents many other facts.

Firstly, the Town of Twisp negotiates with 
Okanogan County Fire District 6 for fire pro-
tection and they get an extremely reasonable 
price. There were a lot of numbers thrown 
out about the cost of the station, but there 
isn’t any levy planned for the fall election!

The money has been spent to design a 
building that not only complies with cur-
rent  requirements of the National Fire 
Safety Standards, but also keeps future 

demands of valley growth and increased 
wildfire occurrences in mind. You said the 
1,000-square-foot multi-purpose room has 
no purpose. Mr. Darling, if you had your 
facts right instead of grinding out your per-
sonal agenda, you would state that this room 
will be a mezzanine used for ladder drills 
while allowing safety harness use — an 
OHSA requirement — as well as for storage 
of records and exercise equipment used for 
fire fighter health. A meeting room is essen-
tial — for classroom training and confer-
ences.  The chiefs and captains need offices. 
If we had a bunk room volunteers could 
choose to stay overnight and provide quicker 
emergency response. I could go on and on.

With 20 volunteers, the Winthrop fire sta-
tion responds to calls throughout the district 
from Gold Creek to Lost River. So yes, this 
station does matter to those areas. The Carl-
ton station only has four volunteers, Mazama 
has seven, and Twisp has 12. So a robust 
Winthrop response benefits the whole val-
ley. Further, a proper station would enhance 
education and training for all the district vol-
unteers.

So yes, please, people should come to the 
fire commissioner’ meetings and get true 
information about our fire district. Mr. Dar-
ling, it appears to me that you are working 
against the firefighters instead of with them. 
These folks put their lives on the line 24/7 
and deserve a safe and efficient station which 
would benefit us all.

Karen Mulcahy
Winthrop

Still strong after 24 years
Dear Editor:

On opening night of the Methow Valley 
Chamber Music Festival, I sat in the barn 
at Signal Hill Ranch and listened to the 
music of Mozart, Wiancko and Dohnanyi 
and thought of John Konigsmark, who died 
April 25, 2019, in San Francisco.  John, the 
founder of the Methow Valley Chamber 
Music Festival, had a  vision that chamber 
music could be performed in the mead-
ows and barns of the Methow Valley and 
that people would come to hear it. So they 
have for 24 summers because the idea of 
making this music accessible outside of a 
formal concert hall appealed to so many 
in the Valley and beyond. John started the 
concerts by inviting friends from the Juil-
liard School in New York to play with him, 
virtually for free at first. They were in awe 
of the beauty of the Valley and came back 
repeatedly to further the idea that chamber 
music can be enjoyed by anyone, anywhere. 
On July 27, the Festival musicians will play 
the Piano Quintet in A Major, “The Trout,” 
by Franz Schubert. In the early  years of the 
Festival, John and friends played “The Trout” 
in a huge unused barn near Early Winters 
Campground in Mazama. The hayloft had 
an open, windswept floor, reached by a large 
ramp. After an inspection, the floor of the 
hayloft was considered structurally sound 
enough to bear the weight of a grand piano 
and the 150 people who might attend. Volun-
teers cleaned the barn, decorated the beams 
with found deer antlers and native foliage, 
and slowly pushed a rented Steinway grand 
piano up the ramp to the hayloft. Once the 
music began, the only sound we heard other 
than the quintet was the gentle sighing of the 
pines surrounding the barn and the water 
flowing in Early Winters Creek. We were 
the trout swimming down the Methow river. 
This year the musicians will fill the barn at 
Signal Hill Ranch with their own interpreta-
tion of “The Trout.” It is a joy to know that 
with so many volunteers and the support of a 
loyal community audience, the Methow Val-
ley Chamber Music Festival is still swim-
ming down the Methow.

Nan P. Hodges 
Shoreline

Don Nelson
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No Bad Days

Don’t even start
Please. Just. Stop. Burning. Stuff.
Nobody in this part of the world needs any kind of outdoor fire, 

even a carefully tended campfire, when such threatening (and wors-
ening) conditions prevail. Anything 
can, and probably will, go wrong.

Pretty much every state or federal 
agency with an acronym, and now 
Okanogan County, have issued burn 
bans or restrictions in anticipation of 
a dry, dangerous summer. More than 
ever, we are aware that the slightest 
spark driven by even a modest wind 
can turn into a monstrous, deadly fire. 
There are too many natural ways for 
fires to start without adding to the 
potential for a big blaze.

“Controlled” private burns (not the same thing as the U.S. Forest 
Service prescribed burns) are popular in the Methow Valley. Unfor-
tunately, they have an alarming tendency to get out of control. All 
you need to do is listen to the police/fire/emergency scanner for a 
few weeks in the spring to confirm that. Every time our Okanogan 
County Fire District 6 firefighters are “toned” out to respond to a 
reported fire, or perhaps just a suspicious wisp of smoke, we wonder 
if this will be the one that starts it all this summer.

Even responsibly observed fires can inadvertently wander out of 
control. But too often, these incidents can be attributed to ignorance, 
arrogance or stupidity.

Ignorance is inexcusable. There is just too much information avail-
able to justify being unaware of burning guidelines, restrictions or 
procedures.

Arrogance is knowing all about the guideline or restrictions and 
yet confidently going ahead anyway. Some people are so certain they 
know what they’re doing that they believe burning can’t possibly be 
a problem. Until it is.

Stupid may sound harsh, but it’s nothing compared to what your 
neighbors will call you when your renegade brush-pile fire torches 
their house.

Smokey Bear was right. Of all the adjectives that can be attached 
to wildfires, “human-caused” is the worst. The “new normal” fires of 
the West are just about unstoppable once they get some momentum. 
Prevention is all we have.

The next trail
Up on Horizon Flats Road in Winthrop there is an old homestead 

that looks like it may have been suspended in time. Its 18 mostly open 
acres include a meandering gravel driveway, sagging barbed wire 
fence, vintage log cabin and well-worn outbuildings. Locally known 
as the White property, it has lain fallow for a long time. I’ve driven 
by the property often enough to have wondered about its past — and 
its future.

Methow Trails has an idea about that, which has the potential to 
turn the site into a vibrant center of activity that provides some vital 
community links. The trails organization has a pending purchase 
offer on the property, which could become the consolidated operating 
center for Methow Trails’ facilities now scattered around the valley. 
(For details, see the story on page A1).

Concurrent with the Methow Trails offer is a request to annex the 
property to the town. Now, it is in the county although surrounded 
entirely by Winthrop. Annexation would fulfill one goal of the town’s 
comprehensive plan and provide Methow Trails with the zoning and 
access to utilities it would need to make the best use of the parcel.

If the deal and annexation go through, it would represent a prom-
ising convergence of opportunity and need for Methow Trails as the 
organization looks to solidify its presence in the valley for perhaps 
another 40-plus years to come.

Ten-year payoff
A decade ago it was a ragtag, sepia-toned collection of buildings in 

the middle of Twisp that faced an uncertain future. The former U.S. 
Forest Service ranger station bounded by Highway 20 and Glover 
Street was abandoned and up for sale. It wasn’t necessarily the kind 
of place that inspired visionary thought.

But some in the community nevertheless saw boundless potential 
where others saw a shambles, and they went to work on bringing 
ambitious visions for the site to life. Today, what we now call the 
TwispWorks campus would likely be unrecognizable to some long-
timers who knew it back in the day, although a few signature build-
ings remain. Those early visions took three-dimensional form thanks 
to a $1 million anonymous donation to purchase the land — with the 
requirement that it become a self-supporting entity in 10 years — an 
impressive amount of community involvement, and a steady drive to 
hit the organization’s goals. (See story, page B1.)

TwispWorks now champions itself as a catalyst for economic 
growth and development well beyond its original boundaries, and a 
model for what other communities might achieve. It will be interest-
ing to see how that plays out over the next decade.

Contact your U.S. representatives
Sen. Patty Murray (D)

Washington, D.C., office: 173 Russell Senate 
Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510

Phone: (202) 224-2621 
D.C. toll-free: (866) 481-9186

Fax: (202) 224-0238
website and email access: murray.senate.gov

Sen. Maria Cantwell (D)
Washington, D.C., office: 511 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., 

Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-3441

Fax: (202) 228-0514 
State office toll free: 1-888-648-7328

website and email access: cantwell.senate.gov 

Rep. Dan Newhouse (R)
Washington, D.C., office: 1641 
Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5816

Fax: (202) 225-3251
website and email access: newhouse.house.gov
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20-50%	off

(509) 846-5076 • Hank’s Market Complex, Twisp
 louploupskishop.com •  @LoupLoupSkiRentalShopLLC

“Where you always leave with a Cookie and a Smile.”

EVERYONE		KNOWS...

Come see the Mackie Family for 
ALL the Equipment, Apparel, 

Gloves, and Helmets for downhill, 
snowboard, and cross country. 
You’ll find everything you need 

for a great Ski Season, plus many 
more booming July 4th specials!

STOREWIDE	SALE

THE BEST TIME TO BUY SKI EQUIPMENT AND 
APPAREL IS IN THE SUMMERTIME!!!!

JULY	4	SALE	7	4	DAYS	ONLY
Starting June 28 at 10 am

With Laura McCabe 

Questions? Ask Laura:

seanmccabestudio@gmail.com

509 341 9777

S U M M E R  F I T N E S S

S P E C I A L

3 Month Gym 

 Membership 

Including classes!

$135 + tax

Visit bookwhen.com/winthropfitness

to reserve your space in classes and

check out our current fitness offerings!

202 White Ave., Winthrop, WA

509 996 8234

Offer valid June 1st-30th!

EVERYTHING your 
Home needs right here!

MATTRESSES
8 models in stock!

APPLIANCES

332 Main Avenue, Brewster

509-689-2131 
800-894-8896

dan@websterfurniture.com
 www.websterfurniture.com

 9 am-6 pm Monday-Friday • 10 am-5 pm Saturday

FURNITURE & RECLINERS
Delivery available in the Methow Valley!

Solveig Torvik

Hello?

‘There will always be an England’
This week the 2020 presi-

dential election season formally 
begins with the first Democratic 
debates. Steady-
ing infusions of 
comic relief will be 
required if we’re 
to survive the next 
16 months. And 
there’s rarely a more 
reliable source of 
comedic relief than 
the Brits.

Our country has 
become a laughing-
stock. Our executive 
branch, a convoca-
tion of clowns, hate-mongers and 
grifters, daily sets new standards 
of incompetence.

It’s cold comfort, but we’re 
hardly alone in suffering under 
misrule. Think of England, the 
Mother Ship, our dearest ally. 
They too are making a mess of 
their country, and they’ve been 
at this governance stuff far lon-
ger than we. Plus they’ve got an 
actual queen in reserve, kept on 
generous retainer, to put a stop to 
any nonsense. She’s lost the right 
to lop off heads, but still. 

The Brits are very busy with 

Brexit, their national suicide 
pact. And the Conservative 
Party is about to gift them with 

a controversial new 
prime minister, Boris 
Johnson, to replace 
beleaguered Theresa 
May, who resigned 
after three tries to get 
Parliament to agree 
to terms of a divorce 
agreement with the 
European Union. 

Endowed with an 
arresting shock of 
blond hair, Johnson is 
a fabulist posing as a 

journalist. A careless, deliberate 
purveyor of fake news, he was 
fired by the Times of London 
for making up a quote, falsely 
attributed to one of his illustri-
ous forbearers. Born in New 
York City, he’s also an Ameri-
can citizen. 

Johnson’s only opponent for 
prime minister is Foreign Secre-
tary Jeremey Hunt, who caused 
bewilderment when he described 
his Chinese wife as Japanese. 
Said to lack charisma, Hunt 
unkindly has been dubbed “The-
resa May in trousers.” 

Euro-myths
Johnson turned his firing 

into a springboard for career 
advancement by signing on with 
the Daily Telegraph and filing 
amusing but false reports about 
the European Union from Brus-
sels. Johnson’s groundbreaking 
“euro-myth journalism” is cred-
ited with being a major driver of 
the Brits’ antipathy to the EU.

Last year Johnson secretly 
accepted coaching from politi-
cally toxic, far-right Donald 
Trump adviser Steve Bannon 
on a speech, according to The 
Guardian. Johnson vehemently 
denied any link to Bannon, call-
ing it “preposterous.” However, 
footage shot for the documentary 
“The Brink” recorded Bannon 
working on Johnson’s speech.

What’s up here? Hello?
Educated at Eton, an elite 

boy’s school, Johnson ran with a 
gang of young Etonians who spe-
cialized in vandalizing restau-
rants. Johnson served two terms 
as mayor of London, where he 
memorably made news when he 
was left dangling on a mysteri-
ously malfunctioning zip-line, 
clutching a Union Jack in each 

hand, before of a crowd in Vic-
toria Park, where he was being 
honored as a “special guest” dur-
ing the London Olympics. Disor-
ganized and fuzzy on facts, he’s 
often described as “shambolic.”

Johnson was conflicted about 
leaving the EU. He wrote two 
essays, pro and con, to decide 
which argument would best reso-
nate with the voters. The “leave” 
essay won, and Johnson became 
the voice for the movement to 
exit the EU. He falsely, and 
repeatedly, insisted that England 
sends 350 million pounds per 
week to the EU, a vastly inflated 
claim that led “stay” proponents 
to sue him in court, to no avail.

The Brexiteers’ story line is 
that the EU unfairly drains too 
much of Britain’s tax money 
to help other nations, imposes 
too many constraining rules on 
business, etc., and requires Brit-
ain — which once ruled nearly 25 
per cent of the globe — to accept 
too many immigrants. 

Johnson himself comes from 
cosmopolitan stock; his great-
grandfathers were a Russian Jew 
and a secular Muslim Turk. Yet 
this doesn’t seem to have sharp-

ened his ethnic sensitivities. 
Muslim women wearing burqas 
and “looking like letter boxes” 
are “ridiculous,” he has written.

Uninformed unicorns
Johnson’s recitations of resent-

ments against the EU were enter-
taining enough that many voters 
believed them. And so they voted 
to leave the EU. The day after 
the vote, though, internet sites 
reportedly were swamped by 
British-based searchers asking: 
“What is the EU?” Oops.

The habit of a nation’s most 
vulnerable, under-informed citi-
zens voting against their self-
interest is a confounding feature 
of democracies everywhere. It’s 
not the best argument for the 
wisdom of self-rule. 

So what is the EU? I think this 
admittedly imperfect union of 
28 formerly unfriendly nations 
agreeing to live as friends under 
the same laws has made the dif-
ference between war and peace 
in Europe. I freely admit to bias 
on this point, earned by living 
there under Nazi rule. 

The Conservative Party’s efforts 
to actually leave the EU recently 

were described as an hallucino-
genic “steeplechase of unicorns.” 
Some “leave” enthusiasts say never 
mind getting a divorce agreement 
with the EU, let’s just go. This hur-
tling over the cliff in a free-fall 
to certain doom is known as the 
“Thelma and Louise” option.

Oct. 1 is the date for cutting 
the cord to the EU. But if the 
Brits are given another chance 
to vote — as demanded by citi-
zens who now understand that 
the Brexit campaign was built on 
deceit — the EU may extend the 
deadline. Again.  

Meanwhile, last Friday around 
midnight, police were summoned 
by alarmed neighbors to the 
apartment Johnson shares with 
his girlfriend, Carrie Symonds, 
said to be his political han-
dler. These neighbors helpfully 
recorded screaming, loud crashes, 
Symonds yelling, “Get off me! 
Get out!” and other endearments 
during the couple’s altercation. 

And they haven’t yet even 
moved into 10 Downing Street.

God Save the Queen.

Solveig Torvik lives in Win-
throp. 

Job Corps program benefits communities, at-risk youth, disaster relief
Editor’s note: The federal gov-

ernment has reversed course and 
decided not to transfer or close 
any of the Forest Service run Job 
Corps centers. In a statement 
from Department of Agriculture 
and Labor spokespeople, the 
agencies wrote: “For the time 
being, USDA does not intend to 
transfer these centers to DOL... 
DOL and USDA will conduct 
a robust organizational review 
to determine the appropriate 
course of action keeping in mind 
the [Forest Service] mission, the 
students we serve, and the Amer-
ican taxpayers.”

BY CARL EGERSTROM 
HIGH COUNTRY NEWS

Twenty years ago, a judge in 
Wasco County, Oregon, helped 
Brian Hickman find a new 
path that changed his life. The 
23-year-old had just served 30 
days in jail. Afterward, hop-
ing to give Hickman, who had 
struggled with addiction and 
homelessness, a fresh start, the 
judge allowed him to attend 
a job-training program for at-
risk youth at the Timber Lake 
Jobs Corps campus outside of 
Estacada, Oregon. 

There, surrounded by tower-
ing evergreen trees in Mount 
Hood National Forest, Hickman 
learned how to fix appliances 
and acquired other handyman 
skills. In the process, he became 
intrigued by the wastewater 
treatment facility at the U.S. 
Forest Service-operated cam-
pus. “I just fell in love with the 
science and math of it,” he said. 
Eventually, Hickman became the 
wastewater treatment manager’s 

apprentice. Two decades later, he 
now runs the plant. He also leads 
the Timber Lake Job Corps’ fire 
camp crew, which builds shelters 
and helps maintain supply lines 
for thousands of firefighters in 
the West each summer. 

But now Hickman may need 
to start looking for work again, 
because the Timber Lake Cen-
ter is facing termination. In late 
May, the Trump administration 
announced plans to close some 
Job Corps campuses and priva-
tize others, a move it says will 
cut costs and improve efficiency. 
The news has sent staff, students 
and communities scrambling for 
answers and rallying support 
for the Forest Service program. 
Opposition to dismantling it has 
united voices from across the 
West’s political spectrum. They 
argue that the federal govern-
ment has an important role to 
play, both in providing oppor-
tunities for at-risk youth and in 
addressing the growing threat of 
wildfires and other natural disas-
ters. 

The Timber Lake campus is 
one of 25 Forest Service-run 
Civilian Conservation Centers, 
part of a bigger Job Corps net-
work of 123 facilities nationwide; 
the rest of the campuses are over-
seen by the Labor Department 
and operated by businesses, 
nonprofits and tribes. All of the 
facilities are mandated to teach 
job skills and serve low-income 
students. But the Forest Service 
centers are the only ones in the 
network that train and deploy 
students to work on fire crews 
and disaster relief. According to 
a 2018 agency report, in 2017, 
the program’s students provided 

more than 450,000 hours of labor 
on wildfires.

Support for prescribed burns
Forest Service Job Corps 

students also support the pre-
scribed burning operations 
that scientists say are critical 
to reducing catastrophic forest 
fires in the West. That’s espe-
cially important, because most 
prescribed burning happens in 
spring and fall, when profes-
sional seasonal crews aren’t 
fully staffed. “We have the man-
power to do the work, and we do 
it at a fraction of the cost,” said 
Hickman. The students help fire 
crews cover more ground, and in 
return they gain valuable work 
experience that can lead to a 
career. In the last three years, 
Hickman estimates that at least 
a dozen Timber Lake students 
have landed jobs as Forest Ser-
vice firefighters.

While job training is the pro-
gram’s main purpose, its ben-
efits extend beyond the centers 
themselves, into the rural towns 
in which they’re located. The 
potential closure of Estaca-
da’s Timber Lake campus has 
spurred a local printer to make 
“Save Job Corps” signs, and 
citizens are circulating petitions 
and calling a town hall meeting 
to discuss the impact of the pro-
gram. “I can’t stress enough how 
valuable this program is,” said 
Connie Redmond, who’s lived in 
the small but growing mountain 
town for more than 30 years. 
Redmond, who works on local 
parades and festivals with the 
Downtown Estacada Commis-
sion, said Job Corps youth are 
often the unseen force behind 

community events.
The federal government ini-

tially planned to close nine For-
est Service campuses — three of 
which are in the West — by the 
end of September. The other 16 
centers will be transferred to the 
Labor Department, meaning the 
campuses will now be run by pri-
vate contractors and not the fed-
eral government. As currently 
organized, privately run centers 
do not provide wildfire or disas-
ter response services. Between 
the privatization and the closures, 
more than 1,000 Forest Service 
employees are expected to lose 
their current jobs — though one 
center appears to have escaped 
decommissioning. Sen. Steve 
Daines, R-Mont., recently told 
students and staff of the campus 
in Anaconda, Montana, that it 
would remain open, after he lob-
bied President Donald Trump on 
its behalf. 

Strong pushback
A suite of unlikely congres-

sional allies have also come 
to the Job Corps’ defense, 
from stalwart conservatives 
like eastern Washington Rep. 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers to 
progressive Oregon Sen. Jeff 
Merkley. They say the closures 
will impact rural communi-
ties and hurt federal fire and 
disaster relief operations. They 
also question whether the mas-
sive layoffs and reorganization 
efforts violate the budget guide-
lines set for the Labor Depart-
ment and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, which includes 
the Forest Service. According to 
the legislators, those guidelines 
do not include any authorization 

for the overhaul. Within a week 
of the announcement, lawmak-
ers introduced legislation that 
would block the agencies from 
dismantling the Forest Service-
run portion of the Job Corps 
program.

According to the federal gov-
ernment, closing and privatizing 
the centers will save money and 
increase access to job training. 
Agriculture Department press 
releases have also noted, that 
the Forest Service’s core mis-
sion is land management, not 
workforce education. When 
questioned about the changes 
to the program, Department of 
Agriculture and Department of 
Labor spokespeople responded 
in part: “We have heard from 
Members of Congress, retirees, 
and other stakeholders about 
concerns with closing (U.S. For-
est Service) Job Corps centers. 
As USDA looks to the future, it 
is imperative the USFS focuses 
on and prioritizes its core natu-
ral resource mission to improve 
the condition and resilience of 
our Nation’s forests.” While 
the Trump administration has 
argued that privatizing the pro-
grams will make them more 
effective, Forest Service num-
bers published in May 2018 
defy that logic: The federally 
run facilities represent four of 
the nation’s top 10-ranked Job 
Corps centers, and account for 
only two of the bottom 30 facili-
ties.

Federal agencies are still 
considering how to respond to 
the pushback. And not all for-
mer students are defending the 
program: Several Timber Lake 
graduates told me over Facebook 

messenger that the basic educa-
tion requirements got in the way 
of more meaningful vocational 
studies. Other complaints were 
that the campus was dirty and 
run-down, and that bullying was 
common. 

Briana Boyer, who attended 
the Timber Lake campus in the 
late ’90s, said she’s not surprised 
to hear stories like that: “When 
you put together a bunch of kids, 
there’s always a lot of tomfoolery 
and hooligans.” But, she said, 
the skills she gained through 
the program have helped her as 
an adult. At the Timber Lake 
campus, Boyer, now a stay at-
home mom in Medford, Oregon, 
learned how to weld and do 
clerical work. But what she val-
ues about the program today is 
less the trades she learned than 
the discipline and life skills. “It 
sounds silly, but they taught me 
how to clean,” she said. 

Boyer found her Job Corps 
training so helpful that, two 
decades after graduating from 
the program, she helped her 
niece, Kerri Boyer, sign up for it. 
Kerri Boyer gave rave reviews of 
the Forest Service-run Colum-
bia Basin Job Corps center in 
Moses Lake, Washington, which 
is slated for privatization. “The 
opportunity here is absolutely 
amazing,” she wrote me. “It is 
hard, but it does so much good 
for the people that can complete 
it.”

 
Carl Segerstrom is an assis-

tant editor at High Country 
News, covering Alaska, the 
Pacif ic Northwest and the 
Northern Rockies from Spokane, 
Washington. 

WWW.METHOWVALLEYNEWS.COM



Page A6 Wednesday, June 26, 2019 Methow Valley News

Next to the Mazama Store
509.996.2515

Jerry Palm
palmc@methownet.com • 509-996-8178

www.palmconstructioninc.com

• Foundations
• Excavation
• Road Building
• Septic Systems

• Landscaping
• Dust Abatement
• Crane Service
• Water & Power

Lic# PALMCCI953CW

40+ Years 

Experience!

PARDNERS
MINI MARKET

8JOUISPQ�t�996-2005

with 24 HOUR
BRANDED FUEL

Store Open 
6am-midnight!

(509) 997-7011
www.methowvalleynews.com

Methow Valley 
News

to the

In county $33/year
Out of county $44/year
Out of State $55/year

County’s proposed gravel pit site would include wildlife habitat
BY MARCY STAMPER

Okanogan County has a draft 
agreement to purchase 540 acres just 
north of the town of Methow, with 
plans to use 149 acres for a gravel pit. 

The county has been in dis-
cussions with the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW), which is interested in 
buying the remaining 391 acres 
for wildlife habitat with pub-
lic access, according to Gary 
George, road maintenance man-
ager for Okanogan County.

Under the terms of the draft 
agreement, the county would pay 
$1 million for the entire 540 acres. 
It would sell 391 acres to WDFW 
for about $725,000, said George.

George provided additional 
details about the county’s plans 
this week. While the legal notice 
published by the county about the 

proposed purchase says the prop-
erty is 546 acres, George said 
the four parcels that make up the 
entire sale come to 540 acres and 
couldn’t explain the discrepancy. 

The gravel pit would be on one 
of the upper benches of the prop-
erty, on the west side of Highway 
153, and will not be visible from the 
valley floor. The county plans to 
use an existing road that branches 
off Danzl Road and wouldn’t build 
any other infrastructure.

Okanogan County Public 
Works has been looking for a new 
source of rock, sand and gravel 
for road construction and mainte-
nance in the Methow Valley. Cur-
rently, Public Works trucks gravel 
a long distance to the Methow, 
which increases the overall cost of 
road maintenance and contributes 
to wear and tear on equipment. 

The four parcels are owned by 

Claude Miller and used primar-
ily for agriculture. Total appraisal 
by the county assessor for all four 
parcels is $434,500, including a 
pole barn valued at $24,600. The 
land was reduced in value in 2014 
after being burned in the Carlton 
Complex Fire. 

Operating a gravel pit on the 
site would require a conditional-
use permit (CUP), which would 
have to be approved by the coun-
ty’s hearing examiner. After tak-
ing input from the public, if the 
Okanogan County commission-
ers ratify the purchase-and-sale 
agreement, there will be a 180-
day feasibility period, which 
includes the CUP application.

The county’s planning director 
determined that the land purchase 
is exempt from environmental 
review. The application for use as 
a gravel pit will undergo its own 

environmental review. The pur-
chase is contingent on soil testing 
for contaminants, which would be 
paid for by the county.

The county commissioners are 
holding a study session and public 
hearing about the proposed pur-
chase and land use on Monday, 
July 8, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in 
the commissioners’ auditorium 
in Okanogan. People can pro-
vide up to five minutes of verbal 
testimony. They can also submit 
written comments at the hearing 
or in advance to Laleña Johns at 
ljohns@co.okanogan.wa.us. 

There is also a public meeting 
about the gravel pit on Wednes-
day (June 26) from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the community center in Methow.

Information about the pro-
posa l  is  on the Planning 
Department website at www.
okanogancounty.org/planning.

DNR’s Virginia Ridge logging begins this week
Logging on the Virginia Ridge 

timber sale starts this week. 
Between now and July 4, Will 
Logging & Construction will do 
road maintenance and construc-
tion, fall and process logs on 15 
to 20 acres each day, and ship 
logs to customers. 

The Washington Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) sale 
calls for logging 671 acres in all, 
on Wolf Creek, Virginia Ridge 
below Sun Mountain Lodge, and 
a small unit near Mazama.

Work will begin in the Wolf 
Creek area. Logging along the 
recreational trail adjacent to the 
Methow River could start in 

the week of July 8. Ultimately, 
between 10 and 15 truckloads of 
logs will be hauled daily.

Will Logging was the winning 
bidder in the auction conducted 
by the Washington Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR).

Plans for the forest-thinning 
and logging project include a 
commitment not to do any log-
ging that can be seen or heard 
from Sun Mountain Lodge until 
after Sept. 15. Terms of the sale 
require all merchantable timber 
to be removed by mid-Novem-
ber.

Other than the commercial 
timber, there is no deadline for 

completing all phases of the sale. 
It could be four years before the 
entire project, including slash 
treatment, is complete. Loggers 
will treat slash with prescribed 
fire and chipping.

When first proposed two years 
ago, the Virginia Ridge Timber 
Sale generated considerable con-
cern about potential economic 
impacts on the valley’s tourism 
industry. DNR revised the design 
to retain more trees per acre, and 
to leave the trees in naturally 
spaced clumps. There will be 
40 trees per acre after logging 
is complete, as opposed to the 
current 150 trees per acre. Con-

tractors will monitor the visual 
impacts of the logged areas.

Will Logging is required to 
comply with all industrial fire 
precautions, and to have fire 
tools and a water-pump truck on 
hand.

People should be aware of con-
struction and logging equipment 
on Wolf Creek Road and U.S. 
Forest Service Road 1131800. 
The contractors ask people to 
avoid these roads between 5 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

DNR is issuing periodic 
updates on the logging project. 
To receive these updates, sub-
scribe at bit.ly/VirginiaRidge.

Winthrop will review town’s noise ordinance after complaints
BY DON NELSON

Winthrop is hardly a raucous 
place, but it doesn’t take much 
nighttime noise to get residents’ 
attention.

The noise issue was raised 
again at last week’s Town Coun-
cil meeting by Mayor Sally Ran-
zau, who cited recent complaints 
about live music at the Copper 
Glance bar/bistro on Riverside 
Avenue, notably after 10 p.m. 
Ranzau said that problems can 
arise when live music is being 
played outdoors at any down-
town venue.

Winthrop’s municipal code 
describes a “public disturbance 
noise” as “Loud and raucous, or 

frequent, repetitive, or continu-
ous sounds created by musical 
instruments, audio sound sys-
tems, band sessions, or other 
devices capable of producing, 
amplifying, or reproducing 
sounds which unreasonably dis-
turb or interfere with the peace, 
comfort, and repose of another 
and can be clearly heard by a 
person of normal hearing at a 
distance of one hundred (100) 
feet or more from the property 
from which the sound origi-
nates.” The provision doesn’t 
apply to regularly scheduled out-
door events at parks.

Ranzau said she heard the 
music and “I live way more than 
100 feet away.”

“We have to think about the peo-
ple who live here,” said Ranzau.

Town Marshal Doug Johnson 
said he talked to the people at 
Copper Glance but did not issue 
a citation. He added that Copper 
Glance is not the only venue that 
could be reviewed. “The issue 
we have is enforcing the 100-
foot rule … There are a number 
of businesses that violate it. If 
we cite one, we have to cite them 
all,” he said.

Council member Bill McAdow 
noted that “there is some expec-
tation that a bar might be noisy 
until 10 p.m.”

Ranzau said she would like to 
review the town’s existing ordi-
nances. “It’s a matter of enforce-

ment or making adjustments,” 
she said. “I would like to look 
into it.” The matter will be on a 
future council agenda.

In other business, the council 
agreed to appoint Lynn North-
cott to the Lodging Tax Advi-
sory Committee representing the 
Winthrop Barn. The eight-mem-
ber group, which makes recom-
mendations about how to spend 
lodging tax revenues collected in 
the town, is chaired by Council 
Member William Kilby.

The council, staff and other 
invited guests also celebrated 
Town Clerk Michelle Gaines’ 
30 years of service to the town 
at a reception before the council 
meeting.

Photo by Don Nelson
Former Twisp Town Clerk Jackie Moriarty, left, helped Winthrop Town 
Clerk Michelle Gaines celebrate 30 years of service with the town.
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Property owner seeks variance to build house closer to Gold Creek
A property owner on Gold 

Creek is seeking a variance from 
Okanogan County to be able 
to build a house 50 feet from 
the ordinary high-water mark, 
instead of the standard 75 feet.

The 0.68-acre parcel on North 
Gold Creek Road, owned by 
Jason Storrs, has an existing sep-
tic system and a small barn/shed. 

Storrs says in his application 
that the required buffer has been 
increased in the county’s Shore-
line Master Program to 75 feet, 
rendering his lot unbuildable.

At a hearing in March before 
the Okanogan County hearing 
examiner, county planning staff 
said Storrs needed to provide more 
documentation to support his appli-

cation, including a habitat manage-
ment and mitigation plan for the 
proposed reduction in setback.

Now that Storrs has submitted 
those documents, another hear-
ing has been scheduled. 

Storrs’ lot is in a plat where 
all lots but one are less than 1 
acre, according to a letter from 
surveyor Kris Erlandsen sub-

mitted with the application. All 
but three or four lots already 
have residential structures, many 
closer than 75 feet from Gold 
Creek, said Erlandsen.

The house would be 30 by 
40 feet and be used as a second 
home. Because Storrs’ parcel is 
bounded by two roads, it is sub-
ject to additional setbacks, said 

Erlandsen, who said the new 
requirements create a hardship.

Because the lot is already cov-
ered with lawn to within a few 
feet of the creek, no riparian 
vegetation would be disturbed, 
said Erlandsen. There are some 
fir, pine and cottonwood trees 
immediately adjacent to the 
creek.

The hearing is Thursday, 
July 11, at 10 a.m. in the com-
missioners’ auditor ium in 
Okanogan. People can provide 
verbal testimony or submit writ-
ten comments at the hearing or 
in advance to Angela Hubbard at 
ahubbard@co.okanogan.wa.us. 
For more information, contact 
Hubbard at (509) 422-7090.

Map by Methow Valley News
Okanogan County would use 149 acres on an upper bench of this prop-
erty (indicated in green), west of Highway 153 near Methow, for a gravel 
pit. The rest of the 540 acres would be wildlife habitat.

Okanogan County PUD commissioners reaffirm decision not to re-electrify Enloe Dam
BY MARCY STAMPER

The PUD is formally aban-
doning its plans to produce elec-
tricity at Enloe Dam.

With the license for Enloe 
Dam set to expire in just two 
weeks – along with a dead-
line to start construction – the 
Okanogan County Public Utility 
District (PUD) commissioners 
reiterated their decision to let the 
dam license lapse and not seek 
an extension beyond July 9.

At thei r  June 10 boa rd 
meeting, the commissioners 
unanimously reaffirmed their 
November 2018 decision not 
to pursue reelectrification of 
Enloe.

In addition to the imminent 

license expiration, the PUD still 
has a case in court seeking a stay 
from the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission (FERC) of the 
July 9 deadline. The court has 
asked the PUD to clarify whether 
a water-infrastructure act passed 
last year by Congress made their 
request for a stay moot, PUD 
director of regulatory and envi-
ronmental affairs Jeri Timm told 
the commissioners.

America’s Water Infrastructure 
Act of 2018 contains a provision 
that would have permitted the 
PUD to request an extension from 
FERC, but the utility would need 
to demonstrate due diligence that 
they’re proceeding with the Enloe 
project, said Timm.

The commissioners’ decision 

not to pursue electrification or an 
extension will be communicated 
to the court as well.

Dam safety
In the meantime, staff and 

consultants have been fulfilling 
the PUD’s obligations for dam 
safety, said Timm.

The PUD is working with 
Okanogan County officials and 
the U.S. Bureau of Land Man-
agement to maintain good right-
of-way access to the dam, said 
Timm.

PUD staff and consultants 
have been conducting monthly 
safety inspections at Enloe. 
Their “big push” now is to 
upgrade dam-safety compo-
nents that have caused minor 

“glitches,” said Timm. When 
the safety system was installed, 
the PUD expected the equip-
ment would be used on a short-
term basis, since it would be 
replaced with a more robust 
system when they rebuilt the 
dam, said Timm.

After a lot of “uncontrolled 
glitches of people having fun out 
at Enloe,” the security equipment 
has been upgraded, Timm told 
the commissioners. Details of 
the incidents were not available 
at press time.

The PUD has a formal mem-
orandum of agreement with 
Okanogan County that solidifies 
the county’s role in dam moni-
toring, said Timm. The county 
maintains alarms and a video 

feed that monitor the condition of 
Enloe Dam, according to Mike 
Worden, chief deputy of special 
operations and communications 
with the Okanogan County Sher-
iff’s Office. The alarm will alert 
the PUD to anything unusual 
concerning water flow, said Wor-
den. 

By the end of June, Max J. 
Kuney Company will present the 
PUD with a proposal for dewa-
tering the dam so engineers can 

thoroughly inspect the face of 
the dam, said Timm. After PUD 
staffers review the proposal, it 
will be presented to the board for 
approval. 

The PUD has been submit-
ting all required documents to 
both FERC and the Washing-
ton Department of Ecology to 
facilitate the transition when 
oversight for dam safety trans-
fers to Ecology from FERC, 
said Timm. 

Map courtesy of Washington Department of Natural Resources
The Virginia Ridge logging site is in the shaded area of the map.
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Arts & Culture
Arts Festival enlivens the Fourth with music, food and activities
Kids 12 and younger 
get in free this year
BY MARCY STAMPER

Dance, sing, march and make 
art. Eat tacos, teriyaki pizza 
and Indian food; drink beer and 
coffee; and test your pie-eating 
skills. Learn about local riv-
ers and the animals that live in 
them.

This year’s July 4 Methow 
Arts Festival is more welcoming 
than ever, with free admission for 
all kids 12 and under. Methow 
Arts made a special fundraising 
push to eliminate any financial 
barriers to participation (in past 
years, anyone over age 5 had to 
buy a ticket).

In addit ion to a r t-mak-
ing, there’s entertainment by 
local bands and by the highly 
acclaimed MarchFourth — a 
unique ensemble of 20 musi-
cians, dancers and artisans who 
mix stilt-walking with Vaude-
ville-style dance and wildly 
colorful costumes. The creative 
troupe has been described as 
“a joy-inducing, foot-stomping, 
booty-shaking, soul-stirring jour-
ney.”

MarchFourth likes to call 
themselves “steam-funk.” 
Methow Arts is picking up the 
inspiration, creating a turn-of-
the-20th-century steampunk-cir-
cus theme for the entire festival. 
Participants will be able to deco-
rate top hats and make beaded 

ribbon chokers from that stylish 
era.

There wil l be perennial 
favorites like making tie-dyed 
T-shirts. And this year festi-
valgoers can build decorative 
wooden sailboats, turn recycled 
books and music into f low-
ers, and even make their own 
slime. The youngest children 
get to explore art and the envi-
ronment by constructing fairy 
houses from pine cones and 
moss (although those houses 
stay at the park to be returned 
to nature).

A key change this year is that 
all arts booths are free — for all 
kids, all day long. Kids no longer 
need to save up tickets to partici-
pate. Adults will need tickets for 
the arts projects.

Other fest ival act ivit ies 
include an obstacle course run 
by local firefighters, caricatures 
by Pastor Jeff Palmberg from the 
Community Covenant Church, 
and pie-eating and hula-hoop 
contests (BYO hula hoop). There 
will be demonstration booths by 
Methow Housing Trust (where 
people can help assemble a small 
dwelling), the Methow Beaver 
Project, and other local organi-
zations.

Methow musicians will help 
celebrate. Bitterroot Beets will 
bring their joyful take on rock, 
soul and Americana; and Laura 
Love & Family Dog will dish up 
an invigorating set of danceable 
tunes.

The annual arts festival gets 

underway at the Twisp Town 
Park right after the July 4 parade. 
MarchFourth is on stage from 
2:30 p.m. until the end of the fes-
tival at 4 p.m.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $5 
for kids 13 to 18, and free for 

kids 12 and under. 
People who get advance tick-

ets — either at the Methow Arts 
office on Glover Street or online 
through Brown Paper Tick-
ets — don’t need to wait on line 
in the park to get into the festival. 

Methow Arts is open weekdays 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. People 
can also trade volunteer time for 
a ticket — call Methow Arts at 
997-4004.

Methow Arts is emphasizing 
waste reduction and recycling at 

this year’s festival. People should 
bring their own water bottles to 
fill (or rent a reusable one from 
Methow Arts). 

All payments — for tickets, 
arts booths, food or beer — must 
be in cash or check.

Join the parade
The always exuberant and eclectic 

parade heads out from TwispWorks at 
11 a.m. on Thursday, July 4.

The Twisp Chamber of Com-
merce is organizing the parade, and 
requests that businesses and other 
groups wanting to participate register in 
advance. Forms are available online at 

www.twispinfo.com/news-and-events and 
can be dropped off at Twisp Town Hall. 
Volunteers will be on hand to collect forms 
at TwispWorks right before the parade.

Last-minute marchers can register at 
TwispWorks right before the parade but, 
for the sake of efficiency, the Chamber 
is urging everyone to sign up in advance.

A r ts brief s
Merc auditions for 

‘Boeing Boeing’
The Merc Playhouse in Twisp will 

hold auditions on Saturday (June 29) 
at 2 p.m. for the upcoming stage pro-
duction of the farcical comedy “Boe-
ing Boeing.” The play was written by 
Marc Camoletti, Beverly Cross and 
Francis Evans, and is directed by Kelly 
Donoghue. No experience or prepared 
readings necessary. Pages of the script 
will be handed out at auditions. Casting 
is for two men and four women, ages 
18 – 60.

Rehearsals begin the last week 
of July. The show opens Sept. 20 
and runs through Sept. 29.For infor-
mation, call 997-7529 or email 
info@mercplayhouse.org.

Next exhibit at Confluence
Confluence Gallery’s next exhibit, 

“Metamorphic Alchemy Encaustic 
Show,” opens with a free reception 
at 5 p.m. on July 13 at the gallery in 
Twisp, and continues through Aug. 17. 
The exhibit is curated by James Moore 
and Linda Augier. The show will 
include the works of 12 encaustic art-
ists from around the state.

According to a Confluence press 

release, “the encaustic arts are inher-
ently a metamorphic process as bees-
wax, damar resin and various oil paints 
and pigments (and whatever other 
found objects may be incorporated) 
are layered, mixed and blended with 
the help of direct heat — usually a pro-
pane torch.”

For information, call 997-2787 or 
email info@confluencegallery.com.

‘Diner On The Way’ at Merc
The Merc Playhouse production of 

“A Diner On The Way” will open on 
July 12 and continue through July 21.

“A Diner On The Way” is written 
by Michael Ray Young and directed 
by Mark Easton. It was first performed 
by the Estes Park Repertoire Thea-
tre Company. A Merc press release 
describes the play as “a drama that 
shines a light on how multi-faceted 
life can be: a burden, or a way to free-
dom? … a suspenseful, humorous and 
witty play told through the lens of the 
Hubbards, a big city family traveling 
through a very small town, stopping 
for a quick bite at a local diner. What 
they discover about themselves and 
their new acquaintances is much more 
than they ever expected.” 

Performances are on July 12, 13, 18, 

19 and 20 at 7 p.m.; and on July 14 and 
21 at 2 p.m. Doors open 30 minutes 
before show time.

Tickets are $18 for online adult 
general admission seats and $20 
for online adult reserved seats, 
at www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/401-6896. Youth reserved seats 
are $7. Admission for adults is $20 at 
the door; $5 for youth. Admission to 
the July 18 performance is by donation.

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
www.MercPlayhouse.org or call 
997-7529.

Cultural Center events
The Community Cultural Center in 

Tonasket will host a variety of events 
over the next couple of months.

• The Celebrating Art Gala, a fund-
raiser for the center, will be on July 14 
starting at 4 p.m., featuring the works 
of 25 local artists. Included will be a 
raffle, public judging of the artwork, 
wine available for purchase, silent and 
live auctions, and music performed by 
Waterfall. Dinner is also available for 
$15, $7.50 for kids under 12.

• The Summer Concert Series pre-
sents Tony Furtado and Luke Price, 
with an opening performance by Steve 
Kinzie, on July 21 at the cultural center 

starting at 7 p.m. Cost is $15.
• Music in the Park features The 

Hydes at the History Park in Tonasket 
on July 26, starting at 6 p.m. Admis-
sion is free.

• The Summer Concert Series pre-
sents the Canadian band West My 
Friend at the cultural center on Aug. 2 
starting at 7 p.m. Cost is $15.

• Music in the Park features Water-
fall, Hippies on Vacation and Steve 
Kinzie on Aug. 9 at the History Park in 
Tonasket on Aug. 9, starting at 6 p.m. 
Admission is free.

• See the work of local artists Luke 
J. Tornatzky and James Moore at the 
“Formation of an Image” art exhibit at 
the cultural center on Aug. 4 starting 
at 4 p.m. Admission is free; live music 
will be provided by Harvey Swanson.

Call (509) 486-1328, email assis-
tant@communityculturalcenter.org or 
visit www.communityculturalcenter.
org for more information about all the 
events.

Merc’s student 
summer camps

The Merc Playhouse’s summer 
Drama Camp and Musical Theater 
Camp in Twisp will be from July 

22 – 27, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. each 
day. The Drama Camp is for stu-
dents in grades seven through 12; the 
Musical Theater Camp is for grades 
three through 12. Tuition for each 
camp is $250. For information, visit 
www.mercplayhouse.org.

Staff for the camps will be Megan 
Hicks returning for her seventh year, 
former Merc Artistic Director Julie 
Wenzel, Merc board member and 
veteran director Jane Orme, and the 
Merc’s executive director, Missi Smith.

Each camp will end with public per-
formances by the students.

Twisp movie wins award
The locally produced documentary 

“Twisp: The Power of Community” 
has won an award of Exceptional Merit 
from the Docs Without Borders Film 
Festival, producer and director Leslee 
Goodman reported. The festival is an 
online competition. The documentary 
had its public premiere on Feb. 22 at 
the Methow Valley Community Center. 
The 40-minute-long movie was a year 
in the making and features interviews 
with a variety of local residents, com-
munity activists, nonprofit leaders, 
elected officials and businesspeople.

4th of July activities
What: Fourth of July Parade
When & where: Begins at 11 a.m. at TwispWorks and continues down Glover 

Street
Cost: Free
Contact: Twisp Chamber of Commerce, 997-2020

What: Methow Arts Festival: hands-on arts booths, pie-eating and hula-hoop 
contests, local food and beer, music by MarchFourth, Bitterroot Beets, 
Laura Love & Family Dog

When: After the parade, until 4 p.m.
Where: Twisp City Park
Cost: $15, adults; $5, kids 13 to 18; free, kids 12 and under; arts booths free for 

kids. Cash or check only.
Advance tickets: 997-4004 or at methowartsfest2019.brownpapertickets.com
Contact: Methow Arts, 997-4004

Photo by Andrew Wyatt
MarchFourth will take the stage at the Methow Arts Festival on July 4 from 2:30 to 4 p.m. The festival begins in the morning immediately following 
the Fourth of July parade.

All about the music

Photos by Don Nelson
Opening night at the Methow Valley Chamber Music Festival was a bit chilly outside, but an attentive crowd gave the musi-
cians a warm reception. Above top, pianist Zhenni Li performed for “Piano Quintet No. 1 in C Minor, Op. 1,” by Erno Dohnanyi.
Above bottom, cellist Paul Wiancko was accompanied by three other strings to perform his composition, “Vox Petra, for Two 
violas and Two Cellos.” Above right, Ayane Kozasa played viola as part of that quartet.



Wednesday 6/26 
MV SCHOOL BOARD: Meeting in the 
school district office. See agenda: www.
methow.org, click “District,” then “School 
Board.” 996-9205. 5:30pm
MV EAGLES AERIE #2584: Meeting at 
Eagles Hall, Twisp. 997-8133. 7pm

Thursday 6/27
GERMAN CONVERSATION: An informal 
group of conversational German-speak-
ers at all levels. Rocking Horse Bakery, 
265 Riverside Ave., Winthrop. 557-5769. 
9-10am
SPINNERS & WEAVERS: Meets at 137 
Old Twisp Highway. 997-5666. 1pm
FOOD BANK: “More than just food” at 
The Cove, 128 Glover St., Twisp. 997-0227. 
1-4pm
FIRE DISTRICT 6: Training and meetings 
at local fire halls. 997-2981. 6:30pm

Friday 6/28 
BINGO: Play at Eagles Hall, Twisp. 
997-8133. 6pm

Saturday 6/29
OKANOGAN COUNTY DEMOCRATS: 
Meet at Magoo’s Restaurant in Omak 
for “pancakes and politics.” 997-9707. 
9-10am

Sunday 6/30
CASCADE BIBLE YOUTH: Youth group 
meeting at Cascade Bible Church, Twisp. 
997-8312. 6:30–8:30pm

Monday 7/1
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: Open 
meeting, Okanogan County Admin. Bldg., 
123 Fifth Ave. N., Okanogan. 422-7100. 
9am-5pm
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY: Unit 
120 meets at Winthrop Barn. (509) 
322-3341 Noon
SPEAK FRENCH: Have fun and revive or 
improve your French. Summer meeting 
locations vary. French@greatcat.net for 
info. 4:30-5:30pm
GAME NIGHT: Darts, cards and free pool 
at Eagles Hall, Twisp. 997-8133. 5pm
WINTHROP BARN: Board meeting. 
996-2117. 6pm
BEAVER CREEK CEMETERY: Board 
meeting at Cascade Center, 125 Hwy. 20, 
Rm. 2. 997-3569. 6pm
CASCADES NATURAL BURIAL: 
Organizational meeting for “green 
burial” group, at The Cove II in Twisp, all 
welcome. Free. cascadesnaturalburial.
org. 6:45pm

Tuesday 7/2
WINTHROP KIWANIS: Meets at the 
Winthrop Barn. 997-1086 or 997-5666. 
7am

TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly at MV 
United Methodist Church, between Twisp 
and Winthrop. 997-2071. 8:00-10am
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: Open 
meeting, Okanogan County Admin. Bldg., 
123 Fifth Ave. N., Okanogan. 422-7100. 
9am-5pm

Wednesday 7/3 
CLOSET QUILTERS: Open studio, 309 
Highway 20, Twisp. Free. 997-7020. 
Noon-5pm
EAGLES AUXILIARY: Meeting at Eagles 
Hall, Twisp. 322-3341. 7pm
WINTHROP TOWN COUNCIL: At Win-
throp Barn Hen House. 996-2320. 7pm

Thursday 7/4
WOMEN, INFANTS & CHILDREN: WIC 
help with nutrition, health care and 
food. Room One, 315 S. Lincoln, Twisp. 
997-2050. Call for hours
GERMAN CONVERSATION: An informal 
group of conversational German-speak-
ers at all levels. Rocking Horse Bakery, 
265 Riverside Ave., Winthrop. 557-5769. 
9-10am
SPINNERS & WEAVERS: Meets at 137 
Old Twisp Highway. 997-5666. 1pm
FOOD BANK: “More than just food” at 
The Cove, 128 Glover St., Twisp. 997-0227. 
1-4pm
FIRE DISTRICT 6: Training and meetings 
at local fire halls. 997-2981. 6:30pm
MV BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN: Meet-
ing at Twispworks’ Gateway Building, 
Twisp. 997-0133. 7pm
ATV CLUB: ATV recreation, trail & camp-
site maintenance, and roads discussed at 
Eagles Hall, Twisp. 996-2154. 7pm

Friday 7/5
BINGO: Play at Eagles Hall, Twisp. 
997-8133. 6pm

Sunday 7/7
SUPPORT GROUP FOR CAREGIVERS: 
Support group meets at Room One, 
Twisp. Free. 997-2050 to register. 1pm
CASCADE BIBLE YOUTH: Youth group 
meeting at Cascade Bible Church, Twisp. 
997-8312. 6:30–8:30pm

Monday 7/8
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: Open 
meeting, Okanogan County Admin. Bldg., 
123 Fifth Ave. N., Okanogan. 422-7100. 
9am-5pm
METHOW VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS 
DISTRICT: Meets at Twisp City Hall. 
996-2061. 1pm
SPEAK FRENCH: Have fun and revive or 
improve your French. Summer meeting 
locations vary. French@greatcat.net for 
info. 4:30-5:30pm

WEDNESDAY JUNE 26
OKANOGAN COUNTY COMMUNITY AC-
TION COUNCIL: Community Action Council 
board meets at 424 S. Second Ave., Okanogan. Free. 
422-4041. 3:30pm
KIDS SKATE FREE: Kids 17 and under roller 
skate for free at Winthrop Rink. 996-4199. 4-8pm
ROLLER/IN-LINE HOCKEY: Drop-in roller and 
in-line hockey at Winthrop Rink, non-competitive, 
all ages male and female. Up to $6. www.winthro-
prink.org/rollerhockey. 6-9pm

THURSDAY JUNE 27
AT THE LIBRARY: Reading in Twisp Town Park. 
Free. 997-4681. 11:45am
“SPEAKING OF DYING” MOVIE: Trudy James 
presents her film, “Speaking of Dying,” at Barnyard 
Cinema in Winthrop, followed by community 
discussion about aspects of the dying process. Free. 
manager@methowhome.org. 3-4:30pm
ULTIMATE FRISBEE: At Mac Lloyd Park, all skill 
levels welcome. Free. (206) 919-4869. 6pm
MUSIC: Marcus Duke Quartet at Old Schoolhouse 
Brewery Taproom, TwispWorks. 996-3193. Free. 
6-9pm

JUNE 28–29
GRASS IDENTIFICATION CLASS: Methow 
Conservancy hosts a grass ID class with Will Keller, 
starting at TwispWorks. $40. Registration necessary 
at 996-2870 or johnnie@methowconservancy.org. 
4:30-6:30 June 28; 8am-1pm June 29

FRIDAY JUNE 28 
STORYTIME: For kids 2-6 at Twisp library. Free. 
997-4681. 11am
AT THE LIBRARY: Puppet show at Twisp library. 
Free. 997-4681. 1pm
AT THE LIBRARY: “Jump for Joy:” Village 
rhythms from around the world at Winthrop library. 
Free. 996-2685. 4pm
EAST INDIAN SUMMER FEAST: Fundraising 
East Indian dinner, and a belly dancing perfor-
mance, at Twisp Valley Grange. $30. twispgrange.
com. 5:30pm
MUSIC: Released from Quiet at Old Schoolhouse 
Brewery, Winthrop. Free. 996-3183. 7-10pm
FOLK ROCK: Rivertown Ramblers at Methow Val-
ley Ciderhouse, Winthrop. Free. 341-4354. 7pm

SATURDAY JUNE 29
METHOW VALLEY FARMERS MARKET: 
At MV Community Center in Twisp. Free. www.
methowvalleyfarmersmarket.com, 9am-noon
TWISPWORKS ANNIVERSARY CELEBRA-
TION: TwispWorks continues celebration of its 
10th anniversary with an ice cream social, including 
music and more. Free. 997-3300; events@Twisp-
Works.org. Noon-1:30pm
AUDITIONS: Merc Playhouse in Twisp hosts 
auditions for “Boeing Boeing,” directed by Kelly 
Donoghue, no acting experience necessary; roles 
for four women and two men. 997-7529; info@
mercplayhouse.org. 2pm
LIVE MUSIC: Emele Clothier vocals/guitar/piano, 
John Evans lead guitar, Joe Marver vocals at Twisp 
River Suites. $12 includes buffet. 997-0100. 5-7pm
ROCK AND PUNK: Jim Basnight Band at 
Methow Valley Ciderhouse, Winthrop. $5. 341-
4354. 7pm

SUNDAY JUNE 30
FREESTYLE DANCE: Drop-ins welcome, at the 
Twisp Movement Studio, $5. 996-2017. 9-10am
WINTHROP MARKET: Local arts and crafts, 
food, vintage items and more at Mack Lloyd Park, 
Winthrop. Free. 10am-2pm
PICK-UP VOLLEYBALL: At Liberty Bell High 
School gym. Free. 429-0056. 4pm
“EMERGENCE OF THE METHOW:” Methow 
Valley Interpretive Center on TwispWorks campus 
unveils is new geology display, “Emergence of the 
Methow,” with George Wooten, Bruce Morrison and 
other presenters. Free; donations accepted. 997-
0620. 5-6:30pm

MONDAY JULY 1
PICKLEBALL: Try pickleball for free at Winthrop 
Rink. 996-4199. 5-7pm
DRUM CIRCLE: Pasayten Association of Percus-
sion Adventures at Methow Valley Ciderhouse, 
Winthrop. Free. 341-4354. 7pm

TUESDAY JULY 2
STORY TIME: Stories, songs and crafts at the 
Winthrop Library. Free. 996-2685. 11am
ADVENTURE READING: For home-schooled 
kids ages 7-14 at Twisp library. Free. 997-4681. 
11am
LOCAL MUSICIANS JAM: The “Methow 
Electric Musician Experience” is a weekly oppor-
tunity for local musicians to join in a jam session 
at the Methow Valley Ciderhouse, Winthrop. Free. 
341-4354. 7-9 pm

WEDNESDAY JULY 3
AT THE LIBRARY: Kids, use water colors to make 
your own planets at Twisp library. Free. 997-4681. 
11am 
ROLLER/IN-LINE HOCKEY: Drop-in roller and 
in-line hockey at Winthrop Rink, non-competitive, 
all ages male and female. Up to $6. www.winthro-
prink.org/rollerhockey. 6-9pm

AT THE LIBRARY: “In the Belly of the Beast, Sai-
gon 1969,” readings and slides by Vietnam veteran 
Tom Allen, at Winthrop Library. Free. 996-2685. 
7pm

THURSDAY JULY 4
PARADE: Annual Fourth of July parade in down-
town Twisp. Free. 11am
METHOW ARTS FESTIVAL: Celebrate arts at 
Twisp Town Park featuring the Marchfourth March-
ing Band, musicians, stilt-walkers,  hula-hoopers, 
aerialists, interactive art, food, beer garden, 
contests and more. $5-$15; kids under 12 free. 
methowarts.org/2019methowartsfest; 997-4004. 
11:30am-4pm
ULTIMATE FRISBEE: At the Winthrop ball field, 
all skill levels welcome. Free. (206) 919-4869. 6pm
ACOUSTIC MUSIC: Methow Acoustic Musi-
cians Association meets at The Cove II, Twisp. Free. 
429-9593. 6:30pm
CLASSIC ROCK: Sarah St. John and the Bandit 
Band at Methow Valley Ciderhouse, Winthrop. Free. 
341-4354. 7pm

FRIDAY JULY 5
STORYTIME: For kids 2-6 at Twisp library. Free. 
997-4681. 11am
MUSIC: Full Uplift at Old Schoolhouse Brewery, 
Winthrop. Free. 996-3183. 7-10pm
FOLK: Waking Maya at Methow Valley Ciderhouse, 
Winthrop. Free. 341-4354. 7pm

SATURDAY JULY 6
PANCAKE FLY-IN BREAKFAST: Breakfast at 
the Twisp Airport’s annual fly-in event. $4-$8, 4 and 
under free. 997-3853. 7-11am
METHOW VALLEY FARMERS MARKET: At 
Methow Valley Community Center in Twisp. Free. 
www.methowvalleyfarmersmarket.com, 9am-
noon
WILDFLOWER WALK: Native Plant Society 
hosts a wildflower walk along Harts Pass Road, 
with George Wooten. Free. Register at 997-6010. 
9am-2pm
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Photo courtesy of  Jim Basnight Band

Basnight’s back
Jim Basnight Band plays the Methow Valley Ciderhouse 

in Winthrop on Saturday, June 29, at 7 p.m.

*ALL PHONE NUMBERS ARE 509 AREA CODE  
EXCEPT WHERE NOTED

Submit your event to: 
Calendar@MethowValleyNews.com

Please include the name of event, a short description,  
date/time, address, cost and phone number.

Deadline: Fridays at 5pm

FOR A MORE E X TENDED C ALENDAR, VISIT
WWW.METHOWVALLEYNEWS.COM

FOR AA, NA & SIMILAR MEETINGS, SEE HEALTH DIRECTORY

What’s Happening
Meetings, etc.

and other weekly things

Partially sponsored by Okanagan County Hotel Motel Tax Fund.

conconully.com

Co

nconully Chamber of Commerce

Independence Day Celebration
Saturday, July 6

Classic & Antique Car Show 9:30am - 11:00am
Mandy’s Ravenz 9am - Noon for your entertainment

Silent Auction at Community Hall 9:00am - 2:00pm
Wild West Show 12:30pm • Parade 1:00pm

Volunteer fire water competition following parade
Duck Race Saturday at 4:00pm

Food & Craft Vendors All Day on Main Street 

Special thanks to our sponsors: 
Button Jewelers- Wenatchee
D & D Auto Body- Okanogan
Gene's Harvest Foods- Omak

Les Schwab Tires- Omak
Liar's Cove Resort- Conconully

Muzzy Custom Builds- Tri-Cities
North 40 Outfitters- Omak
Octane Toy Box-Arlington

Omak Marine- Omak
ProLine Concrete Cutters-Omak

ProStitch Embroidery- Omak
Red Rock Saloon- Conconully

Shady Pines Resort- Conconully
Sit'N Bull Saloon- Conconully

Washington Tractor- Okanogan
Weinstein Beverage- Omak

VETERANS: 
Help us to honor 

you by being a part 
of the parade!

SATURDAY JUNE 29  12 - 1:30 PM

502 S. GLOVER ST

THE
PLAZA
@ TWISPWORKS

SEE YOU @ TWISPWORKS!

ICE CREAM

TWISPWORKS
IS TURNING

10

FREE ICE CREAM FLOATS, LIVE MUSIC, FACE PAINTING  AND FUN

JOIN US FOR SOME

& RECEIVING THE DEED TO THE CAMPUS!

4th 
of

July
Parade 

in 

Twisp

10 am:
PARADE LINE UP 

in the TwispWorks 
parking lot

11 am:
PARADE STARTS

Just show up and  
share in the fun!
Pre-registration 

not required
Applications available 

at Twisp Town Hall,
at www.townoftwisp.com 

or at line up.

For more info 997-6112

Mobile Food
Twisp, WA 98856

509-449-2089

TwispWorks
Open Wed-Sat 11-3

#FORKTWISP

NEW menu items!
Fresh & Friendly
Deliciously Light!

FRESH 

FRUIT  

DELIGHTS

Open Daily 6 – 3 • 509.997.5030
Free Wi-Fi • Downtown Twisp

CI

NN
AMON TWISP BAKERY

Sixknot Taphouse
42 taps in all

Lunch & Dinner
Riverfront deck•Kid friendly

231 Riverside Ave.,  
Winthrop • 996-3862

SIXKNOTCIDER.NET
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BY RALPH SCHWARTZ

TwispWorks isn’t celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this Saturday (June 29) sim-
ply because “10” is a nice, round num-
ber. Ten years is more than a milestone. 
It is a deadline.

Executive Director Don Linnertz 
knew from the beginning of his tenure, 
almost four years ago, that he needed to 
make TwispWorks self-sustaining by the 
time it turned 10. The anonymous donor 
who paid for the property in July 2009 
told him that if the campus generated 
enough revenue to cover its expenses by 
2019, then the donor would hand over 
the deed to the property without need-
ing to be paid back.

Linnertz and his staff got a solid han-
dle on what TwispWorks’ costs were. 
They doubled revenues, filled empty 
spaces and built more space, and hit 
their goal.

Not one to hog all the credit, Linnertz 
expressed gratitude toward the directors 
who preceded him — the husband-and-
wife team of Maggie Coon and Mark 
Wolf-Armstrong, and Amy Stork.

“It’s been like a well-orchestrated 
relay race, where the right people at the 
right time have always emerged and 
taken the baton, and taken the organiza-
tion where it needed to go at that phase 
of its development,” Linnertz said. 

Former directors and other notables 
from TwispWorks past and present will 
be on hand this Saturday (June 29) as 
the property deed is ceremoniously 
unveiled at the 10th anniversary cel-
ebration. The event takes place from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. at the TwispWorks 
plaza, 502 S. Glover St.

Early days
The U.S. Forest Service 

announced in March 2007 that it 
intended to sell its 6.4-acre for-
mer ranger station in Twisp. The 
town supported the formation of 
a public development authority 
(PDA) as a potential buyer. The 
PDA’s first job was to determine 
whether it could make good use 
of the property, and if it could 
even afford it.

The PDA concluded that yes, 
it could pay the mortgage, as 
long as it could get a loan. 

The Forest Service put the 
property up for bids in fall 2008 
and again in early 2009, during 
the recession. The PDA was the 
only bidder, and the sale closed 
on July 13, 2009. For $1 million, the 
PDA got the land and 17 buildings that 
had been abandoned for years and were 
in disrepair. 

The money came from a loan of sorts. 
The anonymous donor who put up the 
$1 million asked at the time only that 
the campus be used for the public good. 

Eventually, the donor said that if the 
campus became self-sustaining within 
10 years of the purchase, he or she 
would forgive the loan.

The PDA went to work right away. It 
hired Coon and Wolf-Armstrong, and 
with community input established some 
principles, or pillars, to define what the 
campus would contain: education, agri-
culture, arts and culture, and green and 
innovative technologies.

The community was involved in 
the planning every step of the way, 
said Coon, who knows a thing or 
two about public involvement. Coon 
had already made a name for herself 
in the Methow Valley, spearhead-
ing opposition dating back to 1974 
to a proposed Aspen-like ski resort 
in the upper valley. After her stint 
with the PDA, Coon was a leader of 
the Methow Headwaters Campaign, 
which protected 340,000 acres of the 
upper valley from industrial mining. 

“In my experience, people here in 
the Methow Valley really recognize 
the opportunity to speak up to define 
our future,” Coon said in an inter-
view last week. She was referring to 
ski resorts, mining and a 6.4-acre 
void in the middle of Twisp that could 
have been developed into anything. A 

group from Bend, Oregon, was pro-
posing a mini resort complex for the 
vacated Forest Service site. There were 
rumors — maybe unfounded — of a 
paintball facility.

“There was a sense of urgency to 
take charge,” Coon said. “As has hap-
pened over and over again, a group of 

concerned citizens got together to try to 
figure it out.”

The community’s wishes and the 
property were in hand. But before 
the vision could be realized, the PDA 
would need to make the campus habit-
able.

“The buildings were in pretty sad 
shape. They’d been more or less empty 
since the late 1990s,” said Ray Johnston, 
an architect and current president of 
the TwispWorks board who has been 
involved with the campus since its 
inception. 

Pests had taken up residence. Pipes 
leaked. Heating in buildings was inad-
equate or altogether absent. Water wasn’t 
in place to keep the trees and other veg-
etation alive. 

“Mark and Maggie found those prob-
lems, worked them out and fixed them,” 
Johnston said.

Money helped, too. The PDA received 
government grants and private donations 
to hire staff, pay for the early planning 
and fix the buildings.

After a little life was breathed into 
the site, the PDA board in mid-2010 
was ready to give it a name. Community 
members proposed about two dozen 
suggestions. 

Wolf-Armstrong’s submission won 
the day, as Coon tells the story. She 
convened an “informal focus group” of 
family members in her living room and 
read the suggestions aloud.

“We got to ‘TwispWorks’ and the 
room lit up,” Coon recalled. 
“People just said, ‘That’s it!’” 

The PDA board enthusiasti-
cally agreed.

A blank canvas
As TwispWorks was getting 

off the ground, Wolf-Arm-
strong and Coon stepped down 
as co-directors. Coon said 
that when she returned to the 
Methow Valley, shortly before 
the TwispWorks project, she 
had intended to retire. In 2011, 
she decided to really retire. 
TwispWorks named as interim 
director Amy Stork, who had 
been hired two years earlier as 
a consultant to help develop the 
site’s master plan.

But Stork was a good fit 
for the job, and the “interim” tag was 
removed from her title. 

“The ideas were sprouting all the time 
about what you could do with this prop-
erty,” Stork said. “I have a personality 
that likes to take ideas and make them 
into something real.”

Of the four pillars meant to define 

TwispWorks, education and arts had the 
most momentum early on, Stork said. 

Education and culture were repre-
sented in the Methow Valley Interpre-
tive Center, on the northwest corner of 
campus, and in 
Liberty Bell High 
School’s welding 
class, which is still 
based at Twisp-
Works.

Artists, mean-
while, were a nat-
ural fit.

“TwispWorks 
was a blank can-
vas. Who better to 
occupy that space 
than the artists?” 
Stork said. “Art-
ists are willing to 
take risks on new 
th ings because 
that is the nature 
of art.” 

O ne  of  t he 
early artists to take a chance on Twisp-
Works was Sarah Jo Lightner, who still 
has her original Glitter and Grit silver 
studio at the southeast corner of campus. 

Lightner, who is executive director 
of the Confluence Gallery, said Twisp-
Works remains an important place for 
artists.

“Without TwispWorks, where would 
all of these people be making their art?” 
she said. “Maybe in their homes, which 
wouldn’t be making this a vital rural arts 
community.”

Under Stork, a public development 
authority was becoming unwieldy for a 
burgeoning art, education and business 
hub. The state required the PDA, as a 
government entity, to follow accounting 
requirements deemed too burdensome, 
especially given its modest revenue 
stream at the time. Even though the 
PDA never collected taxes, TwispWorks 
wasn’t allowed to hand out promotional 
T-shirts because gifting of public funds 
was prohibited.

“There was a real need to be entre-
preneurial,” Stork said. “It’s difficult for 
public agencies to be entrepreneurial 
and still comply with all the rules that 
apply to public money.”

Management of TwispWorks was 
transferred to a nonprofit, the Twisp-
Works Foundation, in 2014. The PDA 
still exists today as the owner of the two 
buildings used for the community solar 
program. The PDA also is in charge of 
the rural broadband initiative Twisp-
Works is undertaking.

The final leg
The effort to improve broadband ser-

vice in the Methow Valley is typical of 
the latest stage of TwispWorks’ evolu-
tion. The organization is no longer just 
about the old Forest Service campus. It 
now strives to improve the economy of 
the entire Methow Valley.

Another example of this effort is the 
Methow Investment Network, which 
connects investors with local small busi-
nesses. Linnertz reported in May that 
the network had distributed $1.4 million 
in loans so far.

Johnston, the board president, said the 
PDA from the beginning was intended 
to promote economic development 

throughout the valley. Linnertz was 
able to carry out that original mission 
because the campus had found its stride 
as the current director assumed the role 
in September 2015.

Today’s Twisp-
Works also col-
laborates more 
with other non-
profits. Recently, 
it  worked with 
Room One and 
Little Star Mon-
tessori School to 
explore the eco-
nomic challenges 
faced by people 
who try to make 
a living in the val-
ley.

A s  f o r  t h e 
campus itself, it 
has achieved the 
donor’s goal of 
self-sustainability 
while also staying 

true, broadly speaking, to the original 
four pillars. 

Those pillars are what make Twisp-
Works unique and not just a shopping 
mall, Johnston said.

“We want to make sure that those ele-
ments are always thought of as part of 
our economic vitality,” he said.

Some of the pillars have been run-
away successes. Around half the Twisp-
Works partners are artists, or makers of 
some kind. Education grew under Lin-
nertz with the opening of the Methow 
Valley School District’s Independent 
Learning Center and the Little Star 
South Collaborative for infants and tod-
dlers. Agriculture, or at least some part 
of the farm-to-table chain, is reflected in 
the gardens on campus, the commercial 
kitchen and the nearly completed brew-
ery.

The “green and innovative technol-
ogy” pillar has been harder to realize, 
Linnertz conceded. The original vision 
for LEED-certified buildings and small-
scale manufacturers in renewable energy 
has not yet materialized. However, Lin-
nertz would count the solar panels and 
the broadband initiative as two examples 
of the technology pillar.

With the campus fully occupied and 
the property deed in hand, TwispWorks 
will continue to focus on the valley’s 
broader economy. Linnertz said the goal 
is to “evolve our subject-matter exper-
tise” on the local economy and turn that 
into new programs that will have the 
most impact.

Ten years ago, Twisp’s economy was 
at a crossroads. The town relied on the 
400 jobs at Wagner Mill until it closed 
in 1985. The Forest Service employed 
100 in Twisp until the ranger station 
closed. 

TwispWorks has replaced most of 
those old Forest Service jobs and has 
created a place to eat, drink, shop and 
play that is not a cookie-cutter mall. 

“TwispWorks is something of a model 
that I think other rural towns could look 
to as a way to help transition from what 
used to be an extraction economy,” 
Johnston said. “It’s a real example of 
a way rural towns can become vital in 
what is a new economy and a new world, 
compared to 30 or 40 years ago.”

AT A GLANCE:
What: TwispWorks 10th anniversary
When: Noon –1:30 p.m. Saturday, June 29
Where: The Plaza @TwispWorks, Twisp
Cost: Free
Contact: 997-3300

Hitting its 
stride
TwispWorks at 10 is a model for a 
creative rural economy

Photo courtesy of Shafer Museum
 This photo, taken around 1945, shows the TwispWorks campus in its first incarnation as a U.S. Forest Service camp. The view is look-
ing northeast. Several of the original buildings pictured here were renovated and are in use today.

“TwispWorks is something of a model that I think 
other rural towns could look to as a way to help 
transition from what used to be an extraction 

economy. It’s a real example of a way rural towns 
can become vital in what is a new economy and a 

new world, compared to 30 or 40 years ago.
— Ray Johnston, TwispWorks board president

”

Methow Valley News file photo
Mark Wolf-Armstrong and Maggie Coon in 2009, when they 
were hired as PDA executive co-directors

Methow Valley News file photo
The community was involved in every step of the early planning for TwispWorks. The meeting pictured was held in October 2009 at 
the PDA offices in the space that is now the Methow Valley News office.

Methow Valley News file photo
Don Linnertz
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PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair 
H o u s in g  A c t  w h ic h 
makes it illegal to ad-
ver t ise “any prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” Familial 
status includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and people se-
curing custody of children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination, 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

20 . . . . . . REAL ESTATE
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10 . . . . . . . . . FOR SALE
WAPATO POINT TIME-SHARE for Sale 
$1,950, Nekquelekin Building #455 “F”. 
First available week is July 26-August 2, 
2019.  This is a rare 3-bedroom, 3-bath-
room, second floor unit. Perfect for a 
family or two to share. Located along 
the waterfront with a gorgeous view of 
Lake Chelan and the surrounding hills 
of Manson, WA. This is a 4 week each 
year ownership with quarterly mainte-
nance fees. For more information visit 
wapatopoint.com or call/text Bonnie 
509-679-6590 or Carol at 509-341-4190. 
8
5TH-WHEEL TRAVEL TRAILER 21’ Sky-
line Aljo 1992 $2,500, 509-449-5314. 8
MOTORCYCLE BM W R 1 1 5 0 R 2005 
$3,000, 509-449-5314. 8

14 . . . . . . . . YARD SALE
FRIDAY 6/28 & SATURDAY 6/29 at 
9:00am.  512 Bridge Street. 8

16 . . . . . . . . . AUCTIONS
WHITE 2003 TOYOTA TUNDRA, license 
C26148H, 5TBBT44173S392057 July 
6, 10:00am, 20356 Hwy 20, Twisp, WA 
98856. 8

30 . BUS. OPPORTUNITIES

RASCAL’S; CLOTHING FOR the Young 
at Heart, is priced to sell! Well estab-
lished business downtown Winthrop on 
the boardwalk for the last 16yrs.  Turn-
key business, inventory and fixtures. 
Room for growth.  Serious inquiries only 
509-996-9833. 11

31 . . . . . . EMPLOYMENT

CINNAMON TWISP BAKERY is look-
ing for a front of house manager. Must 
have excellent people skills, experi-
ence in food service, an interest in 
marketing and social media, a passion 
for handcrafted baked goods and a 
dedication to small town living. Must 
be available on weekends. Apply at 116 
N Glover St in Twisp or email resume to 
cinnamontwisp@centurytel.net. 10
THREE RIVERS HOSPITAL is seek-
ing an Environmental Services Tech 
to perform basic cleaning and ser-
vicing of all hospital areas.  Assist in 
maintaining an environment of safety, 
sanitation, and compliance with all 
applicable regulations and guidelines 
for a healthcare facility.  Previous 
housekeeping experience preferred 
but not required.  Must have valid WA 
state driver ’s license. Must be able 
to communicate in English. Variable 
Days; 8-hour shifts.  Shared week-
ends. Interested Candidates may apply 
in person or by mailing their resume 
to: Three Rivers Hospital, Anita Fisk, 
Director of Human Resources, PO Box 
577 Brewster, WA 98812, 509-689-2517 
x 3343, www.threerivershospital.net, 
afisk@trhospital.net, EOE. 8
THREE RIVERS HOSPITAL is seek-
ing a Nursing Assistant–Certified.  Du-
ties include assisting in the daily care, 
personal needs and treatment of each 
patient in an acute care setting.  Cur-
rent NA-C WA State License, BLS and 
one-year NA-C experience required.  
Interested Candidates may apply in 
person or by mailing their resume to: 
Three Rivers Hospital, Anita Fisk, Di-
rector of Human Resources, PO Box 
577 Brewster, WA 98812, 509-689-2517 
x 3343, www.threerivershospital.net, 
afisk@trhospital.net, EOE. 8
HELP WANTED FOR DELI & RETAIL. The 
Winthrop Store has year-round posi-
tions available, both assistant man-
ager and part-time, to assist with Deli, 
Espresso & Retail. Looking for moti-
vated self-starter who enjoys making 
espressos and Guido’s Deli menu items 
and provide great customer service. 
Hourly wage is DOE/DOQ. Employee 
discounts. Training available. Send re-
sume to: winthropstore@gmail.com or 
apply in person. 10
IN-HOME CARE OF CENTRAL WASHING-
TON is accepting applications to provide 
services to the elderly and disabled 
in Twisp, Winthrop and Methow Valley 
area.  Fingerprint Background Check 
required. For more information call 
509-826-5825 or 800-640-6907.  EOE. 9

BLUEBIRD GRAIN FARMS is seeking a 
Granary Operator/Millwright. Pay is DOE, 
with strong potential for wage growth 
and/or a salaried position for the right 
candidate. Email info@bluebirdgrain-
farms.com or call 509-996-3526 for 
more information. Serious inquiries only 
please. 52
CONFLUENCE HEALTH IS looking for 
a receptionist to join our team. This 
position courteously and professionally 
greets, instructs, directs, and sched-
ules patients and visitors. They serve as 
a liaison between patient and medical 
support staff and provides outstanding 
customer service in all interactions. If 
this sounds like you, please apply on-
line at https://pm.healthcaresource.
com/cs/confluencehealth/#/job/8307. 9
METHOW VALLEY LUMBER in Twisp 
is seeking someone to fill full time yard 
position.  Applicants must have valid 
WA driver ’s license, ability to lift 100+ 
pounds and work in fast-paced environ-
ment.  Wage will depend on experience.  
Stop in to fill out application. 509-997-
8541. 11
TWISPWORKS ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR - 
TwispWorks is a decade old leader 
in rural economic development and 
place making in the beautiful Methow 
Valley, located in North Central Wash-
ington.  We’re building our leadership 
team and are in search of an Associ-
ate Director who is a dedicated, pas-
sionate and fun-loving professional 
who enjoys a fast-paced, respon-
sive work environment.  The right 
candidate will have five years of 
progressive economic development 
experience or equivalent in some 
combination of community relations, 
community development, communi-
cations, marketing and fundraising.  
They will drive TwispWorks’ programs 
and play an essential role building 
and maintaining effective relation-
ships in the community.  The Associ-
ate Director will oversee high impact 
programs like the Methow Investment 
Network and Methow Made, lead advo-
cacy initiatives around issues critical 
for building a healthy local economy 
and get to know a wide array of in-
teresting and committed community 
members and leaders while develop-
ing new programs that meet existing 
and emerging needs. Position is ex-
empt at .80 FTE with generous ben-
efits.  Salary $42,00-$45,000 DOE.  
Open until July 3.  Send resume to 
jobs@twispworks.org. 8
FREESTONE INN LOOKING for em-
ployees for the following positions:
Jacks Hut
Line cook
Dishwasher
Bartender/server
Housekeeping
Front desk/housekeeping
The Freestone Inn is a great place 
to work! We offer amazing benefits 
for full time employees. A required 
background check will be done on 
all applicants. Contact Marvin at 
msutton@freestoneinn.com 509-
996-3906. Applications at Front 
Desk. 9

KIND GRINDS ESPRESSO bar and cafe 
in Winthrop is hiring barista/prep cook. 
Part time and full-time positions avail-
able. Fun environment and competitive 
wages. Call 509-860-3094.      10
O F F I C E  M A N A G E R /AU T O M O T I V E 
SERVICE Writer, Cashiering/Greet-
ing Customers, ordering basic office 
supplies, Scheduling appointments for 
automotive service and repair work, 
ordering parts for automotive repair, 
and writing estimates as those skills 
develop. Starting Wage $15-20 DOE, 
health insurance and paid vacation. 
resumes may be sent to: Quality Lube, 
Po Box 1039, Twisp, WA 98856, emailed 
to: qualitylubetwisp@yahoo.com or 
drop it off at Quality Lube in Twisp. 8
LOOKING FOR A work environment that 
involves time within the community, 
variation across the day, flexibility, and 
opportunity? North Cascades Builders 
Supply is a window and door business 
planning to grow with the right new em-
ployee. Responsibilities include product 
sales, delivery, repair, troubleshooting, 
and more. Must be a quick learner, ex-
cellent communicator, computer capa-
ble, and able to lift 50lbs regularly. See 
website for full position description: 
www.ncbsupply.com. 8
SUN MOUNTAIN LODGE has some 
great positions available for im-
mediate hire.  Come join our award-
w in n in g t e a m .   H o u s e ke e p in g:  
Housekeepers, Laundry Attendant; 
Gift Shop: Part Time Clerk/Barista 
(must be 18 or older); Guest Activi-
ties: Seasonal Recreation Specialist 
(must be 18 or older); Maintenance: 
Full Time Head Groundskeeper Great 
career opportunity with benefits 
available; Restaurant:  Supervisors, 
Ser vers, Host/Hostess, Bussers, 
Line Cooks.  Guest Services:  Con-
cierge.  Spa:  Licensed Massage 
Therapists, Licensed Estheticians, 
Scheduling Receptionist.  To apply 
see Leslie, stop by the Front Desk for 
an Employment Application, or go to 
www.sunmountainlodge.com and 
look at our Employment page for a 
printable Employment Application.  
For more information or an appoint-
ment call Leslie at 509-996-4720. 8
GLOVER STREET MARKET is hiring. 
We have positions open in both our 
store and Juice Bar. The Juice Bar po-
sition requires confidence with food 
preparation and food service, restau-
rant or catering experience is help-
ful. We sell products that are healthy 
and organic, and we are looking for 
team members who are hardwork-
ing, committed to customer service 
and are excited to work in a natural 
grocery store. Part-Time or Full-Time, 
Saturdays required. $15/hr potential 
with full time hours and commitment. 
Please drop off or email a resume to 
denise@gloverstreetmarket.com. No 
phone calls please. 52

FIELD MOWING, TRACTOR work, oth-
er farm services. Call Dan Russell at 
509-449-1691. East Slope Farm & For-
est LLC. 8
IS IT ART OR IS IT MAGIC? Face paint-
ing, balloon twisting and glitter tat-
toos make every party or event more 
fun! Visit www.abracadoodles.com for 
information. 52
TRACTOR WORK - TILLING, field mow-
ing, post hole drilling, bucket work and 
plowing. 509-997-5555. 10
CRYSTAL CLEAR WINDOW washing 
509-997-0808 or 509-341-4686. 10
ALJU STOVE & Fireplace, Omak can 
take all your stress out of installing 
our wood, pellet & gas stoves, fire-
place inserts, and fireplaces. Chim-
neys, hearthpads, chimney relining, 
gas venting, gas piping, repair and 
complete, code installation and advice 
year-around. 45 + yrs. Experience. Call 
Al Bosco, 826-2736.  aljusf * 055om. 13

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
EVENTS-FESTIVALS 

PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL EVENT 
statewide with a $325 classified list-
ing or $1,575 for a display ad. Call this 
newspaper or 360-344-2938 for details. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solu-
tions to your unique needs at no cost to 
you. Call 855-415-4148.
ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS. Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refills! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. Re-
ceive maximum value of write off  for 
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details, 855-635-4229.
STILL PAYING TOO much for your MED-
ICATION? Save up to 90% on RX refill! 
Order today and receive free shipping 
on 1st order - prescription required. Call 
866-685-6901.

LEGALS
PUBLIC NOTICE

Okanogan County Public Works, 
Anna Randall, 1234A 2nd Ave S 
Okanogan, WA 98840-9723, is 
seeking coverage under the Wash-
ington State Department of Ecolo-
gy’s Construction Stormwater NP-
DES and State Waste Discharge 
General Permit.

The proposed project, Statler 
Bridge, is located at T33 R26 S05 
OCR# 9221 Salmon Creek Rd. 
milepost 2.244. in Okanogan in 
Okanogan county.

This project involves 5 acres of 
soil disturbance for Highway or 
Road construction activities.

The receiving waterbody is 
Salmon Creek.

Any persons desiring to pres-
ent their views to the Washington 
State Department of Ecology re-
garding this Application, or inter-
ested in Ecology’s action on this 
Application, may notify Ecology in 
writing no later than 30 days of the 
last date of publication of this no-
tice. Ecology reviews public com-
ments and considers whether dis-
charges from this project would 
cause a measurable change in 
receiving water quality, and, if so, 
whether the project is necessary 
and in the overriding public inter-
est according to Tier II anti-deg-
radation requirements under WAC 
173-201A-320.

Comments can be submitted to: 
Department of Ecology, Attn: Wa-
ter Quality Program, Construc-
tion Stormwater, P.O. Box 47696, 
Olympia, WA 98504-7696
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 19, 26, 2019; Okano-
gan Valley Gazette-Tribune June 
20, 27, 2019. OVG861628
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE 

DECISION
STOP WORK ORDER

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Okanogan County Office 
of Hearing Examiner will conduct 
a public hearing on July 11, 2019 
to consider an appeal brought by 
Mark Miller against the Okanogan 
County Code Administrators de-
cision that the clearing work and 
the construction of a gazebo vio-
lates the permitting requirements 
of the Shoreline Master Program. 
The clearing and construction was 
conducted on parcel #3122360045 
located on Danzl Road.

The public hearing will be con-
ducted on July 11, 2019 at 10:00 

a.m. in the Commissioners Audito-
rium in the Virginia Grainger Build-
ing in Okanogan, WA. Testimony 
and evidence will be presented at 
the hearing by parties with stand-
ing. Testimony relevant to the ap-
peal issue will be accepted from 
interested parties. All testimony 
must be given under oath.

Date of publication June 26 and 
27, 2019.

Information regarding this deci-
sion can be obtained from: Okano-
gan County Office of Planning and 
Development, Perry Huston, Di-
rector of Planning, 123 5th Avenue 
North, Suite 130 Okanogan, WA 
98840 (509) 422-7218 or phus-
ton@co.okanogan.wa.us .
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 26, 2019; Okanogan 
Valley Gazette-Tribune June 27, 
2019. OVG862665

NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION
MSRF Whitefish Island Adaptive 

Management Shoreline Exemption 
SE 2019-4

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT A Joint Aquatic Resource 
Permit Application (JARPA) has 
been submitted by Chris Johnson, 
Methow Salmon Recovery Foun-
dation (MSRF). Okanogan Coun-
ty Planning has determined that 
this project is exempt from require-
ments for a Shoreline Substantial 
Development Permit per Okano-
gan County Shoreline Master Pro-
gram 14.15.510(16).

The Whitefish Island Adaptive 
Management project is intended to 
restore perennial flow through the 
side channel. Proposed actions in-
clude: breaking up the armor lay-
er at the inlet and opening a con-
nection more parallel to flow vec-
tors during high flows; excavating 
to lower three riffles to create a pi-
lot channel that restores perennial 
flow over the short term; and, re-
locating several habitat logs from 
on-site, placing them adjacent to 
the tops of the riffles in order to 
promote scour and maintain sedi-
ment transport through the riffles. 
The logs moved will be partially 
buried with native material.

Project Location:
The project is located on par-

cels 3421130029, & 3421130026 
on the Methow River approximate-
ly one mile south of the Town of 
Winthrop, WA, Section 13, Town-
ship 34 N., Range 21 E. Willamette 
Meridian. 
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 26, 2019; Okanogan 
Valley Gazette-Tribune June 27, 
2019. OVG862671

NOTICE OF PRIMARY 
ELECTION

Okanogan County, State of 
Washington

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
A Primary Election will be held in 

the below mentioned districts for 
the purpose of submitting to the 
voters for their approval or rejec-
tion the following.

Oroville City Ems Proposition 1 
Emergency Services Levy, City of 
Oroville Proposition 1 Emergency 
Services Levy, Omak School Dis-
trict No. 19 Director position 5(at 
large), Tonasket City Council Po-
sition 2.

The registration deadline for on-
line registrations, mail-in regis-
trations and transfers is July 29, 
2019. Any qualified elector who is 
not registered to vote in the State 
of Washington may register to vote 
in person at the Auditor’s Office up 
to and including August 6, 2019.

You can register or obtain reg-
istration forms at the Auditor’s Of-
fice, on line at www.vote.wa.gov, 
and Department of Licensing.

The Okanogan County Auditor’s 
Office, 149 3rd Ave N, Room 104, 
at the County Courthouse, will 
be open so voters may obtain re-
placement ballots, drop off voted 
ballots, obtain provisional ballots, 
and use the Accessible Voting 
Units, at the following times.

Monday – Friday 8:00 AM – 4:00 
PM July 19 – August 5, 2019

On Election Day only, August 6, 
2019, 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM.

Drop box locations around the 
county for this election.

Tonasket – Tonasket City Hall/
Library Complex, 209 S Whitcomb 
Ave, Tonasket

Omak – Next to Police Station, 8 
N Ash, Omak

Voters needing additional infor-
mation or assistance with voter 
registration forms or voting may 
call (509) 422-7240. Voters unable 
to use the mail-in ballot may use 
the Accessible Voting Unit avail-
able at the County Auditor’s Office.

No postage is required to return 
your ballot for this election. Re-
turn postage is prepaid. Ballots 
must be postmarked by the day of 
the election. Check with your local 
Post Office for deadlines to have 
your ballot postmarked properly.

For additional information on 
the election or regarding voter 

registration.
vote.wa.gov/okanogan
myvote.wa.gov,
Local newspaper, radio, and TV
www.pdc.wa.gov
Meetings of the Okanogan 

County Canvassing Board are 
open, public meetings and shall 
be continued until the activities for 
which the following meetings are 
held have been completed. Can-
vass Board meetings are held 
in the Okanogan County Audi-
tor’s Office, 149 3rd Ave N, Room 
103, at the County Courthouse, in 
Okanogan.

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at 
11:00 AM to determine the status 
of any provisional or challenged 
ballots 

Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 
11:00 AM to canvass the votes 
cast and certify the election

This notice is in accordance with 
RCW 29A.52.

Dated at Okanogan, Washington 
this 10th day of June, 2019.

Laurie Thomas, Okanogan 
County Auditor and Ex-Officio Su-
pervisor of Elections

By Jamie Groomes, Chief 
Deputy and Certified Election 
Administrator
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 26, 2019; Okanogan 
Valley Gazette-Tribune June 27, 
2019. OVG860914
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

BY THE OKANOGAN COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONERS that a public hearing is 
scheduled to review a resolution to 
place an Emergency Communica-
tions Sales and Use Tax proposi-
tion on the November 2019 Ballot.

The Okanogan County Board 
of County Commissioners has 
scheduled a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, July 9, 2019 to consid-
er a resolution authorizing place-
ment of the Emergency Communi-
cations two-tenths of one percent 
sales and use tax proposition on 
the November 2019 Ballot.

The purpose of the public meet-
ing is to take public testimony for 
or against the proposition. The 
public meeting will be conduct-
ed on July 9, 2019 at 3:30 p.m. in 
the Commissioners Hearing room 
located at 123 5th Avenue North, 
Okanogan in the Okanogan Coun-
ty Commissioners Hearing Room. 
Date of publishing is June 26 and 
27, 2019.
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 26, 2019; Okanogan 
Valley Gazette-Tribune June 27, 
2019. OVG862059

FULL THROTTLE 
FARMS, SEPA 2019-5
THRESHOLD SEPA 
DETERMINATION

Scott Berka is proposing a can-
nabis production and processing 
operation on parcels located on 
Salmon Creek Rd. The project will 
be done in two phases. Phase one 
will be on parcel 3326061002 and 
use approximately seven acres. 
Phase one will consist of two tier 
three outdoor cannabis production 
operations and processing that will 
include drying, curing and packag-
ing. This phase will utilize a green-
house for early season clone prop-
agation. Phase two will be on par-
cel 3326054005 and use approxi-
mately seven acres. Phase two 
will consist of two tier three can-
nabis production operations and 
processing that will include dry-
ing, curing and packaging. One 
of the tire three cannabis produc-
tion operations will be both out-
door and indoor. The second tier 
three cannabis production will be 
outdoor. Water for the indoor can-
nabis production and sanitation fa-
cilities will be from a new well that 
will be drilled during phase two. 
Water source for outdoor grows 
will be provided by the Okanogan 
Irrigation District. Period of opera-
tion for the outdoor grows will be 
from April to October. Period of 
operation for the indoor grow will 
be from November to May. Hours 
of operation will be 6:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

A boundary line adjustment that 
is part of this proposal was re-
corded on 06/11/2019 this bound-
ary line adjustment changed par-
cel numbers. Parcel 3326061002 
will become parcel number 
3326060016 valued with parcel 
3326050082. Parcel 3326054005 
will become parcel number 
3326060017 valued with parcel 
3326050083.

The site is located at 267 
Salmon Creek Rd. Okanogan 
WA 98840 on tax parcel num-
ber3326061002 new parcel num-
bers 3326060016 valued with 
3326050082 and parcel number 
3326054005 new parcel num-
bers 3326060017 valued with 
3326050083.

The Okanogan County SEPA 
Responsible official issued a 

Kristin Devin 
Real Estate Broker

30 Years of Real Estate 
Experience in the Methow Valley

509-996-4400
ksdevin@gmail.com

Member NWMLS

Miller & Associates Realty

509-996-3148
leemiller996@gmail.com

Lee G. Miller, Broker

Are you looking for a great place to work?  
We are looking for you to join our team!

• • BREWSTER JAY • •
• Patient Accounts Rep – bilingual preferred
• Pharmacy Assistant –bilingual required

• • T WISP • •
• Medical Assistant – Certified
• Patient Navigator – bilingual required 

All positions are full time 
unless otherwise stated.

See www.myfamilyhealth.org for job 
descriptions and to apply online. Submit 
cover letter, resume and application to 
FHC, c/o Human Resources, PO Box 1340, 
Okanogan, WA 98840 or email: HR@fhc.us.  

Open until filled. 
FHC is an EOE Employer.

Pennock 
Excavation, LLC

Toby Pennock
Lic #PENNOEL831D2

pennockexcavation.com
(509) 429-2695

Tree Removal
Full Site Development

“Deal’n       
  D

irt
”

with
Full site prep, Septic systems, 

Road grading, Fire hazard 
reduction, Tree removal

509-341-4109

FOR SALE
Snow Removal Business 

with Mazama client base.
Comes with two tractors, two
8 ft. blowers, and two loaders.
Call P.J. at (509) 429-0918.

FARMERS STATE BANK
is hiring to fill two positions:

• Universal Banker, Full-time
• Teller, Part-Time

For complete job descriptions,
visit the Employment page at

www.farmersstatebankwa.com.
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The Methow Housing Trust 
is accepting applications for 
the purchase of affordable 
homes in Twisp and 
Mazama. 

• See if you qualify
• Explore the 

neighborhoods
• Apply online 

methowhousingtrust.org
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HEALTH & SERVICE DIRECTORIES - Deadline for ad placement & changes is Friday at 5pm for insertion in the next Wednesday’s paper.  
Directory ads are $8 per column inch. Additional charges may apply for color. To have your service listed please call 997-7011.

See us online!
www.methowvalleynews.com Se Habla Espanol

1.800.660.2129

WWW.MYFAMILYHEALTH.ORG
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Phone number  
&  24-hour crisis line:

509-826-6191
Toll free: 866-826-6191
www.okbhc.org

Services

Health Directory

Al Anon
Meetings

Support group for families of those

with chemical dependencies

Fridays, 8:30 am

at Masonic Hall, Twisp

509-997-0356 for more info
NEWCOMERS WELCOME!

New to 
Medicare?

Gaylen Willett 
Insurance
Since 2003

(509) 679-4619
gaylenwillettinsurance@gmail.com

• Medicare Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Medicare RX Plans
• Dental Plans
• Final Expenses PlansMethow Valley Clinic

1116 WA-20
Winthrop, WA 98862

Open:

M - F: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

509.996.8180

Samuel P. Van Meter, Ph.D. Administrator
Wendy Hernandez Director of Nursing

We offer
Physical, Occupational and Speech  

Therapy (with licensed therapist)
along with

Audiology & Podiatry Services,
Skilled Nursing Care & Respite Care

(509) 689-2546
River Plaza, Brewster

Adult 
Family 
Homes
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in Winthrop, WA

Our philosophy is based on the Green 
House Project, a national culture change 

movement focused on person-centered 
and relationship-based long-term care

Thegreenhouseproject.org

Aero Methow Rescue Office
 997-4013 EMERGENCY

AA MEETINGS
Twisp: 509-997-0356

Sun. 9:30 am & 6:30 p.m. 
Mon. 6:30p.m., Tues. 6:30 p.m.

at Masonic Lodge
Wed. 7 p.m. at Calvary Chapel 
Winthrop: 509-996-8174

Thur. & Fri. 7 p.m. 
at Friendship Church

Sat: 7 p.m. at Winthrop Fire Hall
Men’s group: 509-449-5752

Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m. 
at Masonic Lodge, Twisp

mitigated threshold environmental 
determination of non-significance 
(MDNS) in accordance with WAC 
197-11-350. SEPA Comments must 
be submitted in writing no later 
than 5:00 p.m., July 11, 2019. Fail-
ure to comment by this date denies 
a party standing to appeal the final 
determination. Information is avail-
able at the Office of Planning and 
Development. Direct questions 
and comments to: Pam Wyllson, 
Planner I, Okanogan County Of-
fice of Planning & Development, 
123 5th Ave. N, Suite 130, Okan-
ogan, WA 98840, (509) 422-7122 
pwyllson@co.okanogan.wa.us
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 26, 2019; Okanogan 
Valley Gazette-Tribune June 27, 
2019. OVG862687

SUPERIOR COURT 
OF WASHINGTON

FOR OKANOGAN COUNTY
Estate of
PETER BURNS GREENE, 
Deceased.
NO.  19-00067-24
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
The above Court has appoint-

ed me as Personal Representa-
tive of Decedent’s estate.  Any 
person having a claim against the 
Decedent must present the claim: 
(a) Before the time when the claim 
would be barred by any applica-
ble statute of limitations, and (b) 
In the manner provided in RCW 
11.40.070: (i) By filing the origi-
nal of the claim with the forego-
ing Court, and (ii) By serving on or 
mailing to me at the address be-
low a copy of the claim.  The claim 
must be presented by the later of: 
(a) Thirty (30) days after I served 
or mailed this Notice as provid-
ed in RCW 11.40.020(1)(c), or (b) 
Four (4) months after the date of 
first publication of this Notice.  If 
the claim is not presented within 

this time period, the claim will be 
forever barred except as provided 
in RCW 11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  
This bar is effective for claims 
against both the Decedent’s pro-
bate and non-probate assets.

Date of First Publication of this 
Notice:  June 12, 2019

Mary McIvor, Personal 
Representative 

128 Old Twisp Highway
Twisp, WA 98856
SUSAN DONAHUE
Law Office of Susan Donahue
125 West 2nd Avenue, Suite “B”
P.O. Box 81
Twisp, WA 98856
(509) 996-5944 (phone)
(509) 362-9692 (fax)

Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 12, 19, 26, 2019

TOWN OF TWISP
REQUEST FOR STATEMENT 

OF QUALIFICATIONS
FOR ESTABLISHING A 
CONSULTANT ROSTER

The Town of Twisp (pursuant 
to Chapter 61, Laws of 1981) re-
quests Statements of Qualifica-
tions (SOQ) and performance in-
formation from firms interested in 
providing professional engineer-
ing and land surveying services for 
the 2019 year in conjunction with 
Town sponsored projects.  Poten-
tial projects include improvements 
to the Town’s water and waste-
water systems, street and storm 
drainage system, airport, pool, 
park and recreational facilities.

Professional services may in-
clude, but are not limited to plan-
ning, grant and loan application 
assistance, project cost estimat-
ing, surveying, environmental doc-
umentation, permit acquisition, 
and design and construction en-
gineering.  Additional information 
about possible anticipated projects 
may be obtained by emailing to:  
publicworks@townoftwisp.com.

Statements shall include 1) de-
scription of the firm, 2) a listing of 

the types of services the firm pro-
vides, 3) description of the consul-
tant’s team including references, 
4) descriptions of relevant project 
experience related to the facilities 
and services listed above, and 5) 
firm references.

Statements of qualifications will 
be reviewed, placed on file for 
the 2019 year and will be used 
as the source from which to se-
lect one or more qualified firms 
from whom a detailed propos-
al will be requested for any spe-
cific project.  Projects may be to-
tally or partially funded through 
the Washington State Communi-
ty Development Block Grant pro-
gram (with federal funds provided 
by the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development), the 
Washington State Department of 
Health, Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture Rural Development, 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy State, and Tribal Assistance 
Grant, Transportation Improve-
ment Board, or Washington De-
partment of Transportation/Fed-
eral Highway Administration fund-
ing programs. Cost plus percent-
age of construction cost contracts 
will not be allowed and a number 
of state and federal equal oppor-
tunity and affirmative action re-
quirements will apply to the selec-
tion process and conduct of each 
project.

Minority- and women-owned 
firms are encouraged to submit 
statements of qualifications.  The 
Town is an equal opportunity em-
ployer.  Questions regarding this 
solicitation should be directed 
to the Town of Twisp at P.O. Box 
278, 118 S. Glover St., Twisp, WA  
98856.

The Town publishes this request 
in accordance with the require-
ments of RCW 39.80.  Contracts 
with selected firms will be negotiat-
ed in accordance with RCW 39.80.

Two copies of the SOQ shall be 
submitted to the Town (received 
or postmarked) no later than 5:00 
p.m., PST, July 15, 2019.  

Interviews may or may not be 
conducted.  The Town reserves 
the right to select the consultant 
based upon written qualifications 
only, or to advertise and retain oth-
er consultants on individual proj-
ects independent of the firm se-
lected from this solicitation.
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 19, 26, 2019

NOTICE OF BOARD 
MEETING CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the 
regular monthly meeting of the 
Three Rivers Hospital Board of 
Commissioners has been post-
poned to July 3, 2019. The meet-
ing will take place in the confer-
ence room of the McKinley Build-
ing at Three Rivers Hospital, 507 
Hospital Way, Brewster, Washing-
ton, commencing at 11:15 a.m. on 
the date set forth above.
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 19, 26, 2019

NOTICE OF PRIMARY 
ELECTION

OKANOGAN COUNTY, 
STATE OF WASHINGTON

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
A Primary Election will be held in 

the below mentioned districts for 
the purpose of submitting to the 
voters for their approval or rejec-
tion the following.

United States Senator, United 
States Representative 4th Dis-
trict, State Senator 7th Legislative 
District, State Representative Dis-
trict 7 Position 1, State Represen-
tative District 7 Position 2, State 
Representative District 12 Posi-
tion 1, State Representative Dis-
trict 12 Position 2, County Asses-
sor, County Auditor, County Clear, 
County Commissioner District 3, 
County Coroner, County Prosecut-
ing Attorney, County Sheriff, Coun-
ty Treasurer, Grand Coulee Dam 

School District No. 301-304J Capi-
tal Levy.

The registration deadline for on-
line registrations, mail-in regis-
trations and transfers is July 29, 
2019.  Any qualified elector who is 
not registered to vote in the State 
of Washington may register to vote 
in person at the Auditor’s Office up 
to and including August 6, 2019.

You can register or obtain reg-
istration forms at the Auditor’s Of-
fice, on line at www.vote.wa.gov, 
and Department of Licensing.

The Okanogan County Auditor’s 
Office, 149 3rd Ave N, Room 104, 
at the County Courthouse, will 
be open so voters may obtain re-
placement ballots, drop off voted 
ballots, obtain provisional ballots, 
and use the Accessible Voting 
Units, at the following times.

Monday – Friday       8:00 
AM – 4:00 PM    July 19 – August 
5, 2019

On Election Day only, August 6, 
2019, 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM.

Drop box locations around the 
county for this election.

Tonasket – Tonasket City Hall/
Library Complex, 209 S Whitcomb 
Ave, Tonasket

Omak – Next to Police Station, 8 
N Ash, Omak

Twisp – City Hall/118 S Glover 
St, Twisp

Pateros -180 Pateros Mall in 
parking lot, Pateros

Coulee Dam – City Hall/300 Lin-
coln Ave, Coulee Dam

 Drop boxes will close at 8:00PM 
on Election Day  

Voters needing additional infor-
mation or assistance with voter 
registration forms or voting may 
call (509) 422-7240.  Voters unable 
to use the mail-in ballot may use 
the Accessible Voting Unit avail-
able at the County Auditor’s Office.

No postage is required to return 
your ballot for this election.  Re-
turn postage is prepaid.  Ballots 
must be postmarked by the day of 

the election.  Check with your local 
Post Office for deadlines to have 
your ballot postmarked properly.

For additional information on 
the election or regarding voter 
registration.

vote.wa.gov/okanogan
myvote.wa.gov,
Local newspaper, radio, and TV
www.pdc.wa.gov
Meetings of the Okanogan 

County Canvassing Board are 
open, public meetings and shall 
be continued until the activities for 
which the following meetings are 
held have been completed.  Can-
vass Board meetings are held 
in the Okanogan County Audi-
tor’s Office, 149 3rd Ave N, Room 
103, at the County Courthouse, in 
Okanogan.

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at 
11:00 AM to determine the status 
of any provisional or challenged 
ballots 

Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 
11:00 AM to canvass the votes 
cast and certify the election

This notice is in accordance with 
RCW 29A.52.

Dated at Okanogan, Washington 
this 10th day of June, 2019.

Laurie Thomas, Okanogan 
County Auditor and Ex-Officio Su-
pervisor of Elections

By Jamie Groomes, Chief 
Deputy and Certified Election 
Administrator
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 26, 2019

LEGAL NOTICE
The Okanogan County Fire Dis-

trict 6 commissioners will hold a 
Special Meeting on Monday, June 
24th starting at 7:00 PM.  The Spe-
cial Meeting is to discuss the po-
tential purchase of a Tender Vehi-
cle.  The Meeting location is 434 
W Second Ave in Twisp (Twisp 
Fire Hall).
Published in the Methow Valley 
News June 26, 2019

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

Visitor info
INFORMATION CENTERS
TWISP: 997-2926; 201 Methow Valley 
Highway (Methow Valley Community 
Center)
WINTHROP: 996-2125 or (888) 
463-8469; 202 Riverside Ave.

NEED A PLACE TO STAY?
CENTRAL RESERVATIONS: 
996-2148 or (800) 422-3048; www.
centralreservations.net; info@
centralreservations.net

OPEN LATE
HANK’S MINI MARKET: 410 E. 
Methow Valley Highway, Twisp; 
997-4332; until 10 p.m. every day; 
24-hour fueling
MAZAMA STORE: 50 Lost River 
Road, Mazama; 996-2855; 24-hour 
fueling
PARDNERS MINI MARKET: 900 
Highway 20, Winthrop; 996-2005; until 
midnight every day; 24-hour fueling
TWISP CHEVRON: 126 N. Methow 
Valley Highway; 997-3181; until 10 
p.m. weekdays and Sunday, 11 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday; 24-hour 
fueling

CAR WASH
CASCADE KING’S: 1421 Methow 
Valley Hwy S. Twisp; 997-2513; www.
kingstire.biz

NEED A TOW?
CLASSIC TOWING, TWISP: 
997-2333
WINTHROP MOTORS: 996-2277

CAB & SHUTTLE
CLASSIC MOUNTAIN CABBY: 
996-2894; classicmountaincabby@
gmail.com

POLICE/EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY: 911
TWISP POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
997-6112; 118 S. Glover St.; 
townoftwisp.com/index.php/
departments/police-department/
WINTHROP MARSHAL’S OFFICE: 
996-2160; 206 Riverside Ave.; www.
winthropmarshals.com
OKANOGAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE: (509) 422-7232; www.
okanogansheriff.org
WASHINGTON STATE PATROL: 
(509) 422-3800
OKANOGAN COUNTY FIRE 
DISTRICT 6: 997-2981

AERO METHOW RESCUE SERVICE: 
997-4013; www.aeromethow.org

PET PROBLEMS?
METHOW VALLEY VETERINARY 
HOSPITAL: 910 Highway 20, 
Winthrop: 996-3231
VALLEY VETERINARY CLINIC: 
20335 Highway 20, Twisp; 997-8452
WINTHROP VETERINARY CLINIC: 
19100 Highway 20; 996-2793

HIGHWAY INFORMATION
WA STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION: Dial 511 for pass 
and road information; www.wsdot.
wa.gov

NEED TO CLEAN UP?
LAUNDROMAT, SHOWERS AND 
FREE WI-FI AT WASHWORKS: 325 
E. Highway 20, Twisp; 997-0336; www.
hwy20washworks.com

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
TWISP: 997-2020; www.twispinfo.
com
WINTHROP: 996-2125; www.
winthropwashington.com
OMAK: (509) 826-1880 or (800) 
225-6625; www.omakchamber.com

OKANOGAN: (509) 422-4034; www.
okanogachamber.com
BREWSTER: (509) 689-3464; www.
brewsterchamber.org
PATEROS: (509) 923-9636; www.
pateros.com

BANKS
NORTH CASCADES BANK: 101 
Methow Valley Highway N., Twisp; 
997-2411; www.northcascadesbank.com
FARMERS STATE BANK: 159 
Riverside Ave., Winthrop; 996-2244; 
www.farmersstatebankwa.com

RECREATION 
INFORMATION
U.S. FOREST SERVICE: 996-4000; 
24 West Chewuch Rd., Winthrop
METHOW TRAILS: 996-2387; 
309 Riverside Ave., Winthrop; 
www.methowtrails.com; info@
methowtrails.com
WINTHROP RINK: 996-4199, www.
winthropicerink.com
WAGNER MEMORIAL POOL, 
TWISP: 997-5441
PEARRYGIN LAKE STATE PARK, 
WINTHROP: 996-2370; www.parks.
wa.gov/563/Pearrygin-Lake

CASCADE LOOP SCENIC HIGHWAY: 
www.cascadeloop.com
NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL 
PARK: Newhalem visitor center, (206) 
386-4495 ext.11; www.nps.gov/noca
WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT 
OF FISH AND WILDLIFE: (360) 
902-2200; www.wdfw.wa.gov

POST OFFICES
CARLTON: 997-6091; 2274 Highway 153
METHOW: (509) 923-2759; 34 Main St.
TWISP: 997-3777; 205 Glover St.
WINTHROP: 996-2282; 1110 Hwy 20

LIBRARIES
TWISP: 997-4681; 201 Methow Valley 
Highway (Methow Valley Community 
Center); wireless hot spot
WINTHROP: 996-2685; 49 Highway 
20; wireless hot spot

RECYCLING
METHOW RECYCLES: 997-0520; 
12 Twisp Airport Road; www.
methowrecycles.org 

HEALTH CARE
THREE RIVERS HOSPITAL, 
BREWSTER: (509) 689-2086; www. 
threerivershospital.net

MID-VALLEY HOSPITAL, OMAK: 
(509) 826-1760; www.mvhealth.org
CONFLUENCE HEALTH METHOW 
VALLEY CLINIC, WINTHROP: 
996-8180
FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS 
MEDICAL CLINIC, TWISP: 997-2011
BREWSTER CLINIC: (509) 826-1800
STEVEN C. HARROP DDS, 
WINTHROP: 996-2164
SAWTOOTH DENTAL CARE, 
TWISP: 997-7533
FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS DENTAL 
CLINIC, TWISP: 997-0922
ULRICH’S PHARMACY, TWISP: 
997-2191

INFORMATION & MEDIA
METHOW VALLEY NEWS: 997-7011; 
502 S. Glover St., Twisp; www.
methowvalleynews.com
WWW.METHOWNET.COM
WWW.METHOW.COM
KTRT, 97.5 FM
KCSY, 106.3FM
KOZI, 93.5FM
KTWP (PUBLIC RADIO), 91.1FM
KOMW, 95.1

All 996 and 997 prefixes are in the 
509 area code.
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Be irresistible.  Advertise.

methowvalleynews.com  |  (509) 997-7011

Wednesday, Friday & Saturday, July 3, 5 & 6
Store Hours: 9-6 M-Sat.

Pharmacy Hours: 9-6 M-F • 9-1 Sat.
423 E. Methow Hwy, Twisp • 509-997-2191

ULRICH’S		PHARMACY

SIDEWALK
SALE

SIDEWALK
SALE
ENJOY	

SAVINGS	OF	

50%	OFF
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday, July 3, 5 & 6

Store Hours: 9-6 M-Sat.
Pharmacy Hours: 9-6 M-F • 9-1 Sat.

423 E. Methow Hwy, Twisp • 509-997-2191

Sports & Recreation
Liberty Bell teams strong athletically and academically

Student athletes at Liberty Bell 
High School once again proved 
their overall mettle — both in the 
game and in the classroom. 

Liberty Bell finished fifth out 
of 62 schools in the state’s 2B 
classification in the Scholastic 
Cup — certainly the most wide-

ranging measure of success 
recognized by the Washington 
Interscholastic Activities Asso-
ciation (WIAA).

Schools received scores based 
on how high each team placed in 
athletic competition throughout 
the 2018 – 19 school year. The 

WIAA also awarded points to 
each team based on the academic 
performance of its members. The 
overall score included a sports-
manship factor that decreased 
according to the number of play-
ers ejected during the year.

Liberty Bell received 675 

points in 2018 – 19 to earn fifth 
place. Northwest Christian of 
Colbert, Asotin, St. George’s 
and Colfax finished first through 
fourth. 

Among schools in the 2B Cen-
tral Washington League, Liberty 
Bell ranked highest with Tonas-

ket second at 14th in the state.
The biggest contributors to 

Liberty Bell’s score this year 
were the girls’ cross country 
team, which earned 100 points 
for finishing first in the state 
tournament last fall; and the 
boys’ cross country team, which 

also got 100 points for having the 
best overall GPA.

Liberty Bell has a recent his-
tory of finishing high in the 
Scholastic Cup standings. The 
school has finished between 
fourth and sixth place in each of 
the past four years.

Spor ts brief s
Cove’s Golf Classic 

is coming
The Cove’s annual Golf 

Classic, a fundraiser to sup-
port the organization’s many 
programs in the valley, will be 
on July 13 at Windhaven Golf 
Course on West Chewuch 
Road north of Winthrop. 

Cost is $100 per individ-
ual or $300 for a foursome. 
Participation is limited to 
75 golfers on a first-come, 
first-served basis. To sign 
up, call 997-0227 or email 
thecovecares@gmail.com.

The entry cost includes a 
barbecue lunch. There will 
also be prizes including Seat-
tle Mariners dugout seats, a 
chance to win a $10,000 Hole-
in-One prize, drawings and a 
silent auction.

The course format is a best-
ball foursome where selected 
par 3 holes will feature closest-
to-the-pin competition. Mulli-
gans at $15, or two for $25, can 
be purchased prior to the start 
of play.

Tennis lessons
Experienced tennis instruc-

tor Bettina Gehle will offer 
lessons in the Methow Valley 
this summer starting Saturday 
(June 29) through July 28. Avail-
able times are from 8 – 11 a.m. 

and 6 – 8 p.m. Gehle has taught 
tennis for nearly 30 years and 
was head coach at Highline 
High School for 18 years. For 
information, email gehleb@
issaquah.wednet.edu or call 
(206) 226-4330.

Roll at the rink
There are plenty of options 

to have a concrete experience 
at the Winthrop rink this sum-
mer.

Drop in roller skating ses-
sions are on Thursday, Fri-
day and Satu rday f rom 
6 – 9 p.m. Cost is $6 for 
adults (18 – 64); $4 for youth 
(6 – 17) and seniors (65 and 
over); and free for kids under 
5. Roller and inline skates 
available for rent; helmets and 
pads free. Season passes avail-
able for purchase.

Non-competitive, drop-in 
roller hockey is on Wednes-
days from 6 – 9 p.m. Cost is 
$6 for adults, $4 for youth and 
seniors, and free for kids under 
5. Skates are available for rent; 
helmets (required) and pads 
are free. Unisex, all ages wel-
come.

Drop-in pickleball is on 
Monday from 6 – 9 p.m., Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday 
8 – 11 a.m. Cost is $3. Equip-
ment available for use, or bring 

your own paddle.
For information and other 

scheduled events, visit www.
winthroprink.org, or call 
996-4199.

Get Lost! in the 
Highlands

The Okanogan Highlands 
Alliance sponsors the sec-
ond annual “Get Lost! Trail 
Race” on June 30, starting 
at the U.S. Forest Service’s 
Lost Lake Campground. The 
event, a fundraiser for the 
alliance, starts at 8:30 a.m. 
and includes a half-mara-
thon, 7-mile and 3-mile dis-
tances, as well as a free 1K 
kids’ race. Cost is $25-$55. 
The adult distances include 
varied terrain and ascend 
Strawberry Mountain for a 
panoramic view of the high-
lands. There will be aid sta-
tions and a post-race meal. 
Race entries come with a 
compl imenta ry one-year 
membership to the alliance. 
There will also be free camp-
ing at the Lost Lake Group 
Camp on Saturday night.

Visit okanoganhighlands.
org/education/events/trail-race 
for complete information and 
to register; email getlost@
okanoganhighlands.org with 
questions.

Horses and healing

Photos by Ashley Ahearn
Methow Valley Riding Unlimited celebrated 25 years of serving the valley by welcoming physical therapists 
and trainers from the local community out to Moccasin Lake Ranch last weekend. Annie Budiselich, the found-
er and executive director of MVRU (in pink), spoke to the group about how horses can help people reach their 
physical and therapeutic goals.

Vintage vantage

Photos by Steve Mitchell
Members of the Washington Vintage Motorcyclists rolled into Winthrop last weekend on their annual 
“Over the Pass” tour and meet. About 30 vintage motorcycles and 75 club members were based at Big Twin 
Lake campground and used Rocking Horse Bakery as a rallying point. The bakery has hosted the group for 
several years, co-owner Steve Mitchell said.
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A connected community
The Coaches’ Lounge 
brings people 
together for support 
and sharing
BY ASHLEY LODATO

In 2011, Kim Frey lost a close 
friend to suicide, and knew that 
feelings of isolation and personal 
struggle were at the root of her 
friend’s despair. Eight years later, 
Frey has opened a space that 
provides a venue and various 
frameworks for people to con-
nect, especially with those who 
are facing difficult experiences 
in life.

Dedicated to “improving 
life through education and 
friendship,” the newly opened 
Coaches’ Lounge in Twisp is 
part resource center, part com-
munity engagement tool, and 
part classroom, changing its 
focus depending on which par-
ticipants are in the space at any 
given time.

“We’ve created a collabora-
tive of coaches,” says Frey of 
the Coaches’ Lounge, which is 
guided by a three-member board 
of directors. “Teachers, coaches 
and people with passions book 
the space and invite participation. 
We believe that things are easier 
to learn when you have support, 
and the Coaches’ Lounge pro-
vides a forum for learning and 
exploring in a supportive envi-
ronment.”

Located in a bright former 
yoga studio across from the 
Methow Valley Community 
Center on Highway 20 in Twisp, 
the Coaches’ Lounge is both inti-
mate and airy, centrally located 
but discreetly screened. It feels a 
bit like a large, comfortable liv-

ing room in a well-appointed, 
clutter-free house. One can imag-
ine curling up on a couch and 
having a discussion with others, 
or watching a presentation on 
one of the large computer moni-
tors in the room.

It’s “coffee-shop cozy,” as Frey 
puts it, adding “and you can get 
coffee right across the street at 
Michael’s.”

Making it happen
Although the  Coaches’ 

Lounge is Frey’s brainchild, 
she’s quick to point out that she’s 
not the face of the organization. 
“The people who use the space 
are really the ones making this 
happen,” says Frey, “I’m more of 
a background person.” And she 
is, literally, with her bookkeep-
ing/accounting business located 
in the office space adjacent to the 
Coaches’ Lounge.

Frey star ted testing pro-
grams in the fall of 2018 and 
was encouraged by robust par-
ticipation, despite the fact that 
the Coaches’ Lounge was not 
yet a physical space but more 
just a percolating idea. “We 
did a fire prevention seminar,” 
she says, “and a ‘politics for 
dummies’ group right before 
the elections, when we held 
discussions about the items on 
the ballot. We also did a wom-
en’s self-defense class.” When 
the Coaches’ Lounge opened 
in February 2019, programs 
really took off, hosting pay-
ing for college classes, moms’ 
groups,  f inance seminars, 
essential oil workshops, and 
cookie exchanges. 

Frey encourages those with a 
particular skill set to offer pro-
grams in the Coaches’ Lounge. 
Of particular personal interest 
to her are discussion groups that 

focus on life topics like demen-
tia, depression, judgmentalism 
and cognitive therapy. “I’m not 
a counselor,” Frey says, “but oth-
ers here are. They have resources 
to help us become more aware of 
others’ needs.” 

Frey bel ieves that  long 
Methow winters lead to “cabin 
fever” and seasonal depression, 
causing many to feel isolated 
and lonely. “People need to 
connect with others,” she says. 
“Around here people appear 
to have it all together, but then 
people do things you wouldn’t 
expect them to. We all still need 
support. We need to engage with 
others.”

The Coaches’ Lounge is 
available for businesses to rent 
for meetings or classes for a 
fee, and for support groups by 
donation. It’s not in the black 
quite yet, says Frey, “but we’re 
heading that way.” Frey notes 
that the Coaches’ Lounge 
would like to involve more vol-
unteers; in particular, someone 
who could keep the website 
updated and give the organi-
zation a stronger social media 
presence. 

A lthough the  Coaches’ 
Lounge is a Christian faith-
based organization, the space 
and its resources are available 
to non-Christians and followers 
of other religions. For example, 
a 12-step program might use the 
space, but so might a secular 
person hosting a workshop in 
public speaking. “Those of us 
who started Coaches’ Lounge 
personally acknowledge the 
role God plays in improving 
lives,” says Frey of herself and 
her board members, “but we 
also fully embrace the fact that 
faith looks different to different 
people.” 

Varied offerings
Mostly, Frey continues, she 

and the coaches are interested 
in helping people explore life 
improvement through a personal, 
individual lens, which might 
include setting goals, improving 
diet or exercise, boosting creativity, 
nurturing engagement, or simply 
learning a new skill.  To this end, 
the Coaches’ Lounge has sched-
uled a varied calendar of offerings 
in the upcoming months, includ-
ing art nights, love and respect 
classes for couples, attachment and 
bonding seminars, cancer support 
groups, breastfeeding consulta-
tions, Zumba, and other exercise 
classes. 

“I was so drawn in to the con-
cept of ‘learn to live,’” says board 
member Lisa Whatley. Whatley, 
who is a nurse, also teaches con-
templative yoga, and incorpo-

rates reflective journaling in to 
some of her yoga practices. In 
terms of personal development, 
says Whatley, “the Coaches’ 
Lounge brings together all that 
we hope to offer our commu-
nity.”

Despite her “background” role 
with the Coaches’ Lounge, Frey 
is deriving great personal joy 
from the venture. “This has been 
in my heart for many years,” she 
says. Frey may crunch numbers 
professionally, but it’s clear that 
exploring the complexities of the 
human mind and heart is more 
than a mere hobby for her. She 
speaks of Tony Robbins’ philoso-
phy of the eight categories of life 
improvement, and has offered 
multi-day retreats that help par-
ticipants clarify goals, strategize 
steps for action, and determine 
“what voices they choose to lis-

ten to.” Participants go home 
with resources to continue down 
the path of “awareness about 
changing the pieces of their lives 
that aren’t working for them.”

Frey is also entrepreneurial. 
Looking at the Coaches’ Lounge, 
she says, “I envision the Farm-
ers Market going on across the 
street, and a pop-up opportunity 
in this place during that time. 
Board meetings could be held 
here. Teens could gather.” Our 
community is filled with tremen-
dous resources and people, says 
Frey; her goal with the Coaches’ 
Lounge is to give others access 
to the people with this knowl-
edge and information, and, above 
all, the reassurance of knowing 
that they’re not alone.

F i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t 
t he  Coaches’  L ou nge  a t 
coaches-lounge.weebly.com.

Photos courtesy of Coaches’ Lounge
From left, Coaches’ Lounge board members Lisa Whatley, Kim Frey, Elizabeth Palm and Jennifer Simmons.

Life lessons
Saskatoon Circle puts 
people in touch with 
their primitive past

BY RALPH SCHWARTZ

Tom Prang, who was at Sas-
katoon Circle last week to teach 
stone-tool making, left his stu-
dents to their work and reached 
for a tape measure. He wanted to 
make a point.

He unspooled the tape to 3 
meters, along the lawn in front of 
the tent where he held his classes. 
This length represented the 3 
million years that humans and 
their closest, big-brained relatives 
have been around.

Prang then plucked a blade 
of grass and laid it next to the 
“zero” on the tape measure to 
represent the span of human civ-
ilization — less than a centimeter.

Prang’s point wasn’t just that the 
primitive skills taught at Saska-
toon Circle were front-and-center 
for us human-types for practically 
all of our relatively short time on 
this planet. (A tape measure rep-
resenting the entire history of 
Earth would have stretched for 2.5 
miles.) He wanted to emphasize 
that our tool-making forebears 
were just as smart as us, despite all 
of our schooling and technology.

“You’ve heard of STEM?” 

Prang asked while his students 
chipped away at arrowheads and 
other stone blades. He was refer-
ring to the modern-day emphasis 
on science, technology, engineer-
ing and math in schools. “This is 
all of that. This is history, sci-
ence, culture, math and art.”

Prang, who lives between Leav-
enworth and Plain, was one of 
dozens of instructors who brought 
their life skills to Saskatoon Cir-
cle, held June 17-23 at Skalitude 
Retreat Center near Carlton. 

In the next tent, John Huffs-
tutter, who operates Quailside 
Forge in Chewelah, was teaching 
two students the more-recent art 
of blacksmithing. 

Jasper Johnson, a tall, 15-year-
old homeschool student from 

Boistfort Valley in rural south-
west Washington, was turning a 
steel rod into a spoon. 

“I love working with metal,” 
said Johnson. “I always have 
been a welder”— a skill he’s been 
developing under the tutelage of 
a friend back home.

Ken Rogers of Puyallup, at 
Saskatoon Circle for the first 
time, was making a blacksmith’s 
knife — what Huffstutter pre-
ferred to call a letter opener.

The teacher talked his students 
through each of the stages of his 
Iron Age skill: forging the metal 
in a red-hot bed of coke, bend-
ing the metal after it reaches the 
“critical temperature” — a trade 
secret among blacksmiths in 
ancient times — and then ham-

mering, brushing and grinding 
until the piece is just right.

Near another tent, some of the 
many children at Saskatoon Cir-
cle were happily engaged in “clay 
play” at a kids camp overseen by 
Pete Maynard of Sequim.

After his hands-on lesson, 
Maynard gave his charges some 
homework:

“Go home to your wilderness 
school, find a vein of clay and 
make some things out of it, OK?”

In one corner of the camp-
ground, Nicole Apelian, made 
somewhat famous by her appear-
ance in the History Channel’s 
survival show “Alone,” was 
teaching how to make tinctures 
from lichens and mushrooms. 
She explained how a lichen called 

lungwort clears up bronchitis, 
reduces inflammation about as 
well as ibuprofen, and kills bac-
teria like an antibiotic. (A dis-
claimer on Apelian’s website says 
you rely on the information pro-
vided there at your own risk.)

Overseeing the proceedings 
was Katie Russell of Twisp, who 
has organized Saskatoon Circle 
for the past three years. 

She explained what was going 
on at the other side of the camp, 
where young women were deftly 
flinging axes into the ground, 
their arms outstretched.

“That’s ‘woodchopping for 
women,’” Russell said, a class 
where women can get comfort-
able with the physical motions 
required by the chore without 

having it “mansplained” to them.
Russell clearly relishes the 

experience of living skills gather-
ings — not just Saskatoon Circle, 
but the many others offered in the 
region. She wished she had time 
to attend more of them; orga-
nizing Saskatoon Circle takes 
most of a year. Russell said she 
was “hitting the wall” with all 
the challenges and hard work in 
bringing 200 people, plus dogs, 
together for a week in a large field 
in the forest every year.

Saskatoon Circle may go on 
hiatus next year.

“I want to make sure it’s not 
just a make-and-take craft festi-
val, that it means more,” Russell 
said. “I might take a year off and 
re-imagine the structure.”

Left: Penny Palinksa of Carlton showed two arrowheads she made at 
Saskatoon Circle.

Above: Nicole Apelian of Portland taught how to make tinctures from 
lichens and mushrooms.

Right: Jasper Johnson of Chehalis, left, Ken Rogers of Puyallup and 
blacksmith John Huffstutter of Chewelah worked the forge in Huffstut-
ter’s blacksmith class.

Photo by Ralph Schwartz
About 200 people attended Saskatoon Circle, a primitive-skills gathering held July 17-23 at Skalitude Retreat Center near Carlton.
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A refreshing approach 
to real estate services

b l u e   s k y   r e a l   e s t a t e

www.MethowBlueSky.com
(509) 996-8084 

Anne Eckmann & Heather Marrone, Owners
Callie Fink, Kathy Goldberg, Valerie Kardonsky, Leverett Hubbard, Michael Notaro, Sherry Malotte

PRICE REDUCED!
Most desirable street in Twisp

$439,000

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make 
any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18.

T his  newspa -
per will not know-
ingly accept any 
advertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our read-
ers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To com-
plain of discrimination call HUD 
toll-free at 1 – 800 – 669-9777.  
The toll-free telephone num-
ber for the hearing impaired is 
1 – 800 – 927-9275.

Real 
Estate

@MethowNews
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

Harts Pass By Erik Brooks

Ina Clark & Brian Colin, Owners
Dale Fasse, Carol K. Johnson, Susie Gardner, 

Bob Winchell, Gary Storrs, Micki Thomas         
Next to the Rocking Horse Bakery

 509-996-3700
WWW.MOUNTAIN2RIVER.COM 

Cute Mazama Cabin!
Only $284,500

509-996-2121

CB Winthrop Realty

2 BR 2.5 BA
20+ Acres

only $449,000!

NEW LISTING!

PEACE & SOLITUDE,
SAWTOOTH MTN VIEWS!

Communit y brief s
Help out at Classroom in Bloom

If you enjoy community gardening, vol-
unteer work parties are being sought for the 
Classroom in Bloom garden on the Methow 
Valley School District campus. For the rest 
of the summer, Thursdays are community 
garden work days from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
aimed at keeping the garden attended to 
until students return in the fall. Just show 
up, or email kim@classroominbloom.org 
for more information.

‘Speaking of Dying’ 
screened at Barnyard

Trudy James presents her film, “Speak-
ing of Dying,” at the Barnyard Cinema 
in Winthrop on Thursday (June 27), fol-
lowed by community discussion. The 
free event begins at 3 p.m. For informa-
tion, contact manager@methowhome.org. 
According to a press release, “the film 
also demonstrates the value of end of life 
planning in groups — one of the best ways 
to become comfortable speaking openly 
about this subject. Most of all, ‘Speaking 
of Dying’ will help you believe that your 
life can have a peaceful and meaningful 
ending that will be a gift to yourself, and 
to your loved ones.”

East Indian dinner 
at the grange

The Twisp Valley Grange hosts a “Sum-
mer Feast with East Indian Food” on Fri-
day (June 28), featuring a diverse menu 
plus a no-host bar and a performance by 
the Mirabella Belly Dancers. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m., and dinner is served at 6 p.m. 
Cost is $30. Purchase tickets by calling 
997-0775, or at indiandinnertwispgrange.
bpt.me. The event is a fundraiser to help 
pay for a new floor in the grange hall’s 
kitchen.

‘Pancakes and politics’
Okanogan County Democrats will 

gather for another “pancakes and poli-
tics” discussion on Saturday (June 29) 
at Magoo’s Restaurant in Omak, from 
9 – 10 a.m. For information, call 997-9707.

Geology of the valley
The Methow Valley Interpretive Cen-

ter on the TwispWorks campus will unveil 
its new geology display, “Emergence of 
the Methow,” at the center’s Last Sunday 
program on June 30 starting at 5 p.m. The 
event is free; donations are welcomed. 
Learn the story of how the Methow was 
formed from its origins as a silty ocean 
bottom to a glacier-carved valley. Present-
ers will include George Wooten and Bruce 
Morrison.

Motorhead Cruise-ins
The Methow Motorhead Cruise-ins 

are underway and will continue through 
September. Organizers advise that “if 
it’s got a motor, bring it if it’s finished or 

not.” For information, call (509) 341-4255. 
The next scheduled event is on July 4 for 
Twisp Fourth of July parade. Assemble at 
10 a.m. at TwispWorks. On July 6, meet 
at the Twisp Airport for the annual fly-in 
and breakfast, starting at 7 a.m. The July 
10 event is at the Mike Sweeney residence, 
55 Ross Road, from 5:30 – 8 p.m.

Breakfast at the fly-in
The Twisp Airport’s annual fly-in event 

on July 6 will once again host a pancake 
breakfast at the airport from 7 – 11 a.m. 
Breakfast includes pancakes, eggs, ham, 
strawberries, coffee and juice. Cost is $8 
for adults, $4 for kids 5 – 8, and free for 
kids 4 and younger. Also on hand will be 
displays by law enforcement and firefight-
ers, Aero Methow Rescue Service, Med-
Star, the Twisp Chamber of Commerce 
and the Methow Valley Motorheads car 
club. For information, call 997-3853.

Democrats meet at 12 Tribes
The Okanogan Democrats will meet at 

12 Tribes Casino in Omak on July 6 from 
noon – 2:30 pm., with a simulcast at the 
Methow Valley Citizens Council office 
in Twisp. Monique Bourgeau will be the 
guest speaker. She is a recent graduate 
of the Institute for a Democratic Future 
where she brought an Okanogan perspec-
tive to the group of 32 fellows over the six-
month intensive study.   

As a Native, she hopes to bring an 
insightful voice to the climate change con-
versation.  

Open house at Jamie’s Place
Jamie’s Place, the adult care center in 

Winthrop, will host its second annual ice 
cream social and open house on July 7. 
The community is invited to check out 
the facilities, take a tour, talk with board, 
staff members and residents, participate in 
the garden mosaic project, and enjoy ice 
cream, lemonade and cookies. There will 
also be live music. The free event is from 
1 – 4 p.m. Jamie’s Place is at 109 Norfolk 
Road. For information, call 996-4417.

Shamanic healing talk
Traditional shaman/healer Enzo Trosso 

Toranzo from Peru will give a free talk 
at the Methow Valley Community Cen-
ter in Twisp on July 7, starting at 6 p.m. 
in Room No. 7. The talk will cover tradi-
tional shamanic healing using medicinal, 
organic plants and herbs, as well as other 
healing methods through consultation and 
counseling. For more information, call 
997-7171. Appointments for individual 
consultations can be made at the talk.

Repair Café in Mazama
The Methow Recycles Repair Café 

travels to the Mazama Community Club 
on July 11, from 5 – 7 p.m. Bring your torn 
clothing and linens or any items that need 
to be fixed, and a team of “fixers” will try 

to repair them for free. For information, 
email aspen@methowrecycles.org.

Caregivers’ cooperative
Room One in Twisp will host two 

meetings to discuss the possibility of 
forming a worker-owned home care coop-
erative in the Methow Valley, on July 11 
from 5:30 – 7 p.m. and on July 12 from 
9 – 10:30 a.m. The meetings are free and 
open to the public. Join other local care-
givers to talk about forming an agency that 
cares for caregivers. Guest speaker Debo-
rah Craig of the Northwest Cooperative 
Development Center will review the mod-
els, business plans, grants and other ways 
that care-giving careers can gain sustain-
ability and support through a cooperative. 
For more information, call 997-2050.

Long-term care needs
Methow at Home will sponsor a dis-

cussion, “Planning for the Unexpected: 
Anticipating Long-Term Care Needs,” on 
July 18 at The Cove II in Twisp. The free 
event begins at 10:30 a.m. Shawna Prin-
gle, long-term care specialist with Aging 
& Adult Care of Central Washington, 
will offer a presentation. For information, 
email manager@methowathome.org. 

Student news
Max Layne of Twisp, Monica Alida 

Chavey of Twisp and Katlynn Marie 
Umberger of Winthrop have qualified for 
the 2019 spring quarter honor roll at Cen-
tral Washington University. Undergradu-
ate students who earn a 3.5 or better grade 
point average while carrying at least 12 
graded credit hours of study are eligible 
for the honor roll. 

Hannah Weymuller of Winthrop has 
been named to the dean’s list at the Univer-
sity of San Francisco.

Socializing at the Shafer
Roxie and Carl Miller were 

honored on Sunday (June 23) 

for their contributions to the 

Shafer Museum in Winthrop. The 

event, “An Ode to Memories Past, 

Building a Legacy for the Shafer 

Museum,” was a fundraiser for 

the historic park and its valley 

artifacts. The former home site of 

legendary pioneering entrepre-

neur Guy Waring, the museum has 

been operating since the 1940s. 

Several vintage, historic buildings 

from around the valley have been 

moved to the museum grounds.

Photo by Jason Paulsen

Photo courtesy of Methow Recycles
Repair Café fixers will attempt to fix all 
manner of things. 
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Mary T. (Young) Kumm

Your local window  
& door dealer

(509) 996-2251
NCBuildersSupply@gmail.com

AUTO PARTS/TOWING BUILDING SUPPLIES

BUILDING SUPPLIES

STORAGE

full-service recycling & 
garbage collection

509-997-8862
wastewisemethow.com

BUILDING DESIGN

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICIANS

SAND & GRAVEL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

PROPANE SALES

ROOFING

ROOFINGPEST CONTROL

Installed Insulation & Garage Doors
We now install seamless gutters!

ALL VALLEY INSULATION, LLC

Office (509) 486-2624
Cell (509) 429-0417

(509) 997-5420
(509) 997-2572 cell

Rebuild

Restoration

Radiant Floor Heat

Serving all the Methow Valley since 1999 from Carlton, Wa.

Lic.#JELECJE881BS

FINANCIAL

NORWIL ELECTRIC INC. 

agricultural                                             
commercial            
industrial              
residential 
solar 

 997-3769       NORWIEI941BK 

  

     SPECIALIZING: 
      zimmatic 
    generac 
  outback 
power 

INSULATION

WELL DRILLING

SURVEYING

TACKMAN
S U R V E Y I N G

PLLC

tackmansur vey ing. com

119 Glover Street in Twisp
509.996.3409

Serving all of Okanogan County

(509) 826-2162

MID-VALLEY PEST CONTROL
•Spray Services
•Landscape Spraying
•Fertilizing and Weed Control

CONTRACTORS

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Deadline for ad placement & changes is Friday at 5 p.m. for insertion in the next Wednesday’s paper. Directory ads are $8 per column inch. To have your service listed please call 997-7011. 

Property Maintenance, 
Cleaning and
Security Visits

509.996.3332
WA lic# METHOHW847DT

www.methowhousewatch.com

TWISP MINI STORAGE
twispministorage.com

997-8072

B & B Excavating, Inc.

Serving the Methow Valley for Over 35 Years

Backhoe
Dozer

Dump Truck
Excavator

997-0082
Lic. #BBEXCI*000PL

Service Directory

Cheryl Mamiya
Financial Advisor
32 N Main Street Ste A
Omak, WA 98841
509-826-1638

TIRE SERVICE

 TIRES • WHEELS
BRAKES • SHOCKS

BATTERIES • ALIGNMENT
(509) 997-2026 • 216 S. Hwy. 20 • TwiSp

www.lesschwab.com

yOuR  
tire  

STORE

For All Your Concrete Needs
(509) 996-2435
melissa@casconcrete.com
Horizon Flats, Winthrop

All your excavation & construction needs.

PALMCCI953CW Over 35+ years local experience

www.palmconstructioninc.com

996-8178 cell 509-322-3032

EXCAVATION
Family owned & 

operated since 1927

PACIFIC 
PRIDE

&
CARWASH

CASCADE

1421 MV Hwy E, Twisp  997-2513

www.kingstire.biz

Precision Exhaust 
Custom Tires

Now Available:
NON-ETHANOL 

PREMIUM Gasoline      

List your business for just $8 a week. 
Call (509) 997-7011 or email

 advertising@methowvalleynews.com 

LAND & FARM

PLANTNE953BFPLANTNE953BF

509.341.4133
www.plantasco.com

• Tractor work
& Excavation

• Restoration
& Landscaping

• Farm, Garden
& Forest

Tom Triplett

509-996-3808 / 509-630-2100

Troy Triplett

206-375-6943

tttroof@centurytel.net

tttroofing.net

Snow Country Specialists
R O O F I N G

Custom Designed & Manufactured 
Stove Pipe Supports

by Get Bent Fabrication

#TTTCO1*066DU

AD DEADLINES
DISPLAY ADS  -  Thursday @ 5 p.m.

CLASSIFIEDS  -  Monday @ noon
HEALTH & SERVICE DIRECTORIES - 

Friday @ 5 p.m.

997-7011
www.methowvalleynews.com

PLEASE
RECYCLE

MILSTEADT ELECTRIC
Rich Milsteadt

(Owner)
Residential &
Commercial

Lic # MILSTE1999DE

509-322-5087
milsteadtelectric@gmail.com

Service  Remodels
New Construction

www.methowvalleynews.com

FREE SPIRIT

CONSTRU CTION
General Contractor

/FX�)PNFT�t�3FNPEFMT�t�%FDLT���3BJMJOHT 
#BSOT�t�4UBJST�t�"OE�.PSF

Snow Removal
(P.J.) Melvin E. Smith

GSFFTQJSJUOX!HNBJM�DPN�tt�������������
���:FBST�&YQFSJFODF�tt�-JD��$$'3&&44-����$-

PROPANE SALES

Call “The Water Professionals!”
• Water Well Drilling
• Pump Systems
• Water Treatment
• Full Service Store
• Hydrofracturing
• Geothermal Heat Loop Systems

Lic. #FOGLEPS095L4
www.foglepump.com

Serving Northeast Washington
Since 1981

(800) 845-3500 • (509) 775-2878

Eric ‘Huffy’ Hough
Eric “Huffy” Hough, 48, of Twisp, 

lost his brief, but brave battle with pan-
creatic cancer on May 28, 
2019, at Central Washing-
ton Hospital.

Eric was born in Brew-
ster to Patricia Rouse and 
Kelly Hough on Oct. 18, 
1970. He was the eldest 
of his siblings, Lindsay 
Suiter of Colville, Wash-
ington, and Jessica Agu-
irre of Pasco, Washington. 
His nieces and nephews, 
numerous cousins, aunts 
and uncles, and the many 
friends that served as his 
family over the years, also 
survive him.

To know him was to love him for all 
the things that made him different from 
the rest of us. He was, to paraphrase 
Winston Churchill, a riddle, wrapped in 
a mystery, inside an enigma.

He was kind, he was bitter. He was 
frugal, he was generous. He was gre-
garious, he was a loner. He was warm, 
he was distant. He was easy-going, 

he was impatient.He loved Spam, his 
friends, energy drinks, tequila shots, 

canned peas, drinking too 
much, staying out too late, 
fishing, pull tabs, Tater 
Tots, being gross, grow-
ing avocado plants from 
seeds, eating sushi with 
his cousin, watching golf 
on TV, telling dirty jokes, 
being organized, remem-
bering birthdays, learning 
new things, cooking and 
old TV shows.

He hated tour ists, 
liars and cheats, relying 
on anyone but himself, 
being forced in to any-

thing, being the center of attention, gos-
sip, and most of all, having to leave his 
loved ones and friends behind. He will 
be missed. 

There will be a potluck/casserole 
cook-off competition in celebration of 
his life at his home-away-from-home, 
the Branding Iron in Twisp, on Caturday 
June 29, 2019, from noon  – 2 p.m. Don’t 
forget the Tater Tots and Spam.

Mary T. (Young) Kumm
Mary Theresa Kumm, neé Young, 

went to be with her Lord on June 17, 
2019 in Yakima, after 
having had a stroke in 
May. She was born in 
Twisp on March 20, 
1946, to William Lindsey 
Young and Mary Agnes 
(Horkan) Young. She 
graduated from Twisp 
High School in 1964. She 
married Donald J. Kumm 
of Mazama in 1965 with 
whom she had two chil-
dren. They later divorced. 
She earned a bachelor of 
arts in education in 1976 
from Central Washington 
State College and taught special edu-
cation for many years. Her faith was 
an important aspect of her life and she 
enjoyed taking part in the church choir.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, step-mothers Ines (Jones) Young, 

and Gladys (Young) 
Craig. She is survived by 
her children John (Sherri) 
Kumm of Clarkston, 
Washington, and Theresa 
(Emmanuel) Hooper of 
Dallas, Texas/Irvine, Cali-
fornia, two grandchildren 
and four great-grandchil-
dren. We her children have 
hope that through our indi-
vidual faith in Christ we 
will meet again in heaven 
(John 11:25-26 & II Cor. 
5:1-2).

There will be an infor-
mal memorial service held at Beaver 
Creek Cemetery on Saturday (June 
29), 2019, at 1 p.m. You are welcome 
to join us.

Free summer 
lunch

The Methow Valley School Dis-
trict’s free summer lunch program 
is in Twisp Town Park, weekdays 
from 11:45 a.m.–12:45 p.m., 
through Aug. 16 except on July 4. A 
sack lunch and milk are provided. 
For information, call 996-9205.

Methow Valley Senior Center
With some extra muscles 

Sunday morning, we got the 
sorting room cleaned out 
so the new floor can be put 
down. Shelves and tables are 
temporarily in every room 
so bear with us as it’s a little 
cramped right now. The new 
flooring will be put down on 
Tuesday, but it takes several 
days for glue and sealers to set, 
so we hope by the first of July 
we can get moved back in.

We are planning our senior 
members’ barbecue for July 3. If 
you are a member and want to 
come, sign up so we will know 
how many will be coming to 
lunch.

Will someone please turn off 
the wind! It’s rocking the trailer.

The Senior Center is located 
next to the Methow Valley Com-
munity Center on Highway 20 in 
Twisp. Lunch is served at noon 
by the Okanogan County Trans-
portation and Nutrition Program 
on Monday, Thursday and Friday. 
The suggested donation for 
lunch is $4 for seniors over age 
60; the cost is $8.50 for those 
under 60. Annual membership 
dues are $1.25.

The senior center’s Rummage 
Room is open Monday, Thursday 
and Friday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.. During Farmer’s Market 
season, it is also open on Satur-

day from 9 a.m. to noon.
Transportation is available 

locally for the senior lunch 
program, and for monthly trips 
to Omak/Okanogan the second 
Tuesday of the month and to 
Wenatchee the third Tuesday of 
the month. Call 1-800-635-4391 
for additional details.

Rosalie Hutson

Lunch menu
THURSDAY, JUNE 27: Crunchy 
chicken salad, potato salad, pea 
salad, fresh fruit, whole wheat 
roll, dessert.
FRIDAY, JUNE 28: Shrimp fettu-
cine, Italian vegetables, Caesar 
salad, breadsticks, apple crisp.

Eric ‘Huffy’ Hough

Business brief s
Methow House Watch 

gets accreditation
Methow House Watch has earned accredita-

tion from the National Home Watch Associa-
tion for the third year (NHWA). The NHWA 
was formed in 2009 in order to establish and 
maintain the highest industry standards for 
Home Watch and absentee homeowner services 
throughout the United States and Canada.

President and CEO Derek Van Marter 
moved to the Methow Valley with his fam-
ily in 2006. He purchased the Methow Valley 
Home Watch business in 2016 from its found-
ers, who retired.

Van Marter has a master’s degree in public 
administration from the University of Wash-
ington and a bachelor of science degree in 
public affairs from Indiana University. He 
spent nearly 20 years as an impartial facilita-
tor of environmental conflict resolution. He 
and his wife, Nicole Ringgold, are active vol-
unteers in the Methow Valley community on 
boards of directors and as patrollers with the 
National Ski Patrol. Van Marter also has a pri-
vate pilot certificate. Ringgold is a successful 
silversmith who sells her jewelry all around 
the world.

Methow House Watch serves Methow Val-
ley, from Lost River to French Creek. For more 
information, visit www.MethowHouseWatch.
com.

On the job

Photo courtesy of Okanogan County Sheriff’s Office
Okanogan County Sheriff Tony Hawley, left, announced that Depu-
ty Anthony Coble began working for the sheriff’s office on May 31. 
Deputy Coble previously worked for the Colville Tribal Police De-
partment and the Brewster Police Department. After completing 
his field training program, Coble will be assigned to work the south 
district of the county, which includes the area around Brewster, Pa-
teros and the Methow Valley, Hawley said.
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Erika Kar

Winthrop
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Life 

Contacts

Twisp: Sarah Schrock 
sjschrock@yahoo.com

Winthrop: Ashley Lodato,  
996-3363 or  

ashleylodato@alumni.stanford.edu

Lower Valley: Joanna Bastian,  
MethowJoanna@gmail.com

Mazama: Erika Kar 
erikajune6@yahoo.com
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Finally — some real news 
going on way up here in the 
nether region. And by real news, 
I mean national, CNN-worthy, 
big-time, major player news. 

Now, I know my reputation as 
a hard-hitting, take-no-prison-
ers reporter precedes me, so by 
reading this, you are expecting 
the scoop. Heck, I was expect-
ing the scoop. This sounds like 
a letdown, doesn’t it? Yeah, it is. 
Please allow me to back up.

There I was, wearing my pork-
pie hat with the press card in the 
band, sitting in my car stak-
ing out some other news at the 
North Cascades National Bank 
in Twisp when I received a text 
from my Mazama neighbor, Don 
Davidson. Don was asking what 
I knew about the big illegal drug 
find in Mazama. Embarrassing 
as it was to admit, the answer 
was “nothing.” But, seeing that 
Google is my friend — albeit a 
spying, creepy friend — I quickly 

got up to speed. And in case you 
have yet to read about it yourself, 
I have the synopsis of what the 
news sources are reporting.

On June 17, two suitcases 
full of methamphetamine were 
discovered in the Okanogan-
Wenatchee National Forest in 
Mazama. The drugs weighed 
186 pounds and had a street 
value of around $1 million. The 
Okanogan County Sheriff’s 
Office assisted Homeland Secu-
rity with a smuggling investiga-
tion and Sgt. Gene Davis and his 
K-9 partner, Gunner, were the 
ones to have found the drugs in 
the forest. Way to go, Okanogan 
County Sheriff’s Office.

After getting this information, 
I felt that not only was this going 
to make Mazama famous, but 

this was my big chance to scoop 
everyone and win some gonzo 
prize. After all, that is my goal 
by writing this column. So, I got 
out there and hit the mean streets 
of Mazama in order to find out 
more. This actually means that I 
texted a couple of people — OK, 
one person — Googled a little 
more, and harassed my UPS 
driver to give me any news he 
had — which was zilch. I tuned 
in my binoculars and searched 
the forests and I even hid in the 
bushes waiting for some official 
vehicles to drive by so I could 
follow them.

All of this has produced 
nothing, for which I am a little 
ashamed. So, until I can suss out 
something that you don’t already 
know, please allow a little cre-

ative license here. The following 
is simply a fantastical — and not 
at all plausible — bit of story that 
I made up about this meth that 
was found. Remember: Not true!

After climbing up Scramble 
Point last night, wearing my full 
camouflage suit, I finally spied 
the Homeland Security Team sit-
ting on top of the suitcases — yes, 
those suitcases — drinking cof-
fee nudges, and enjoying a camp-
fire. They were all laughing 
heartily and I heard one of them 
say a name of who was behind 
this whole smuggling operation. 
I couldn’t believe my ears, so I 
quietly crept closer to hear more. 
This is when I heard enough to 
fill in the gaps that we are all 
dying to learn.

It was DB Cooper, the famed 

1970s skyjacker that parachuted 
out of a plane with $200,000 of 
stolen money, who smuggled 
these illegal drugs into the coun-
try. Yes, the infamous DB Coo-
per is alive and well and still 
using planes for no good. He had 
arranged to drop the suitcases 
directly at the Harts Pass Ranger 
Station, yet age and poor eyesight 
made him miss his mark. The 
suitcases hit  the ground instead 
near Scramble Point Trail and 
DB, afraid to get caught, radioed 
the Feds with the meth’s where-
abouts and then kept on flying 
into the night.

You read it here first. And last. 
Just remember that it isn’t true. 
According to Kevin Petty — who 
is not DB Cooper — we are all 
crazy in our own way.

Pagan summer solstice gather-
ings may have opened a portal to 
another time and place and sum-
moned up ancestral spirits and 
gods to beckon us northward. 
Passers-by on Twisp-Winthrop 
Eastside road might have been 
surprised to see Nordic gods, 
goddesses, barbarians, knights 
and Viking warriors convening 
Saturday evening to partake in 
farewell celebration for Twin-
throp residents Hannah Viano, 
Joe Talbert, and their son Ely. 

The family of three will be 

spending the next year overseas 
on a sabbatical in Norway where 
Hannah, a local artist at Twisp-
Works, has been selected for an 
artist in residence in a small, iso-
lated fishing village in a chain of 
islands off the mainland. They 
are taking advantage of the long 
summer days in the far north to 
travel a bit before settling down 
for the school year where their 
son Ely, a fifth-grader, will enroll 
in the local school. 

Though choosing to move 
to the valley and become land-
locked five years ago, a seaman’s 
lifestyle is nothing new for the 
family. Hannah has long his-
tory in fishing and sailing, hav-
ing been a sailing instructor for 
Outward Bound and captained a 
vessel on the R2AK, a self-sup-
ported race to Alaska from Port 
Townsend in 2015. Her paper-cut 
work is highly influenced and 
inspired by the ocean. Joe works 
aboard research vessels in the 
high seas for the University of 
Washington, where he designs 
and deploys specialty research 
equipment for monitoring ocean 
conditions. He commutes to the 

lab in Seattle on a bi-weekly 
basis and often spends weeks 
out at sea. A year abroad will 
undoubtedly offer new inspira-
tion for Hannah’s creative works, 
a change of pace from commut-
ing for Joe, and exciting explora-
tions and adventures for Ely, who 
will join a local soccer club and 
ski team. Best of luck to the Tal-
bert family as they embrace the 
famous Viking proverb: Nothing 
ventured, nothing gained. 

True to the Viking saying, an 
intrepid venture with four boys to 
Heather Pass this past weekend 
left me with new insights. The low 
snowpack from this winter has 
almost entirely melted off all but 
the northern most slopes, and the 
wildflowers are about month ahead 
of schedule in the high country. 

I was pleasantly greeting by 
large patches of sweet-smelling 
Sitka valerian, Valeriana sitch-
ensis, an herbaceous plant with 
pinkish to white f lat-topped 
clustered blossoms. I hadn’t seen 
valerian in a while and couldn’t 
recall its name, but memory trig-
gered my instincts to know it was 
either poisonous or medicinal in 

its properties, which proved to be 
helpful along the trail.

One funny thing about hiking 
with four youthful boys, besides 
the constant chatter filling the 
airwaves with grandiose comic 
book story makings of “marmot 
armies in an epic war against the 
unarmed savages,” is that they 
constantly want to know if a 

plant can be eaten. “Mom, is this 
poisonous? Can I eat this?”

Foraging reports of the dif-
ferent plants on our hike by this 
gaggle of boys included the fol-
lowing: mountain hemlock, an 
evergreen and therefore not edi-
ble in any real sense was nibbled 
on and reportedly sweet to chew 
the twigs; huckleberry blossoms, 

reportedly sweet to suck the nec-
tar; and yarrow, minty, tingly, 
and “somewhat addictive.” 

I have always wondered how 
indigenous cultures came to 
know which plants were edible, 
toxic, or medicinal in nature, 
now I think I know. They must 
have sent their boys into the 
woods. 

This week I bring you news of 
former Methow Valley residents 
and their accomplishments in the 

outside world. First, nearly-11-
year-old rising sixth-grader Etta 
Sheehan recently won an award 
for being the most prolific reader 
at her school, Parkway School 
in Ephrata. Etta read 2.4 mil-
lion words during her fifth-grade 
year, an achievement whose 
incongruous (or perhaps comple-
mentary) reward is a brand new 
bicycle. Etta is the daughter of 
Ty Sheehan and the granddaugh-
ter of Diane and Chris Shee-
han, all of the Methow Valley. 
Etta — you rock!

More book news comes 
f rom A r ist ides  Pappidas, 
whose daughter-in-law and for-
mer Methow Valley resident 
Corinna Luyken was recently 

honored by her book’s inclu-
sion on the New York Times 
Children’s Best Seller list. “My 
Heart,” which is aimed at ages 
4-8, explores childhood emo-
tions through depictions of the 
heart. 

Aristides says, “We’ve known 
Corinna for 18 years and have 
seen her dedicated concentration 
and work ethic maintain itself 
during these years. We have seen 
her conceptual ideas transform 
themselves into books, which 
the children’s book industry ulti-
mately recognized and then pub-
lished.” 

Getting acclaim from the chil-
dren’s book industry is one thing, 
Aristides says, but having readers 

affirm this approval is truly sat-
isfying. “Jane and I are uniquely 
gratified at knowing intimately 
a greatly talented artist who has 
become so recognized by the 
ultimate group most artists want 
to communicate with — the pub-
lic.” Excellent work, Corinna!

With public recognition will 
surely come a veritable flood 
of royalty checks, as any writer 
can attest. And with such wealth 
comes the need for a Certified 
Public Accountant. How for-
tunate, then, that Liberty Bell 
graduate Remington Rohrer 
recently earned his Washington 
state CPA license! He’s working 
for Werner O’Meara & Company 
in Lynnwood. 

Remington’s mom, Kelly, 
filled me in a bit on Remington. 
Remington graduated from Gon-
zaga in 2013, earned his master 
of accounting degree from Gon-
zaga in 2014, and passed his 
four-part CPA test in December 
of 2015 — all milestones that I 
noted in previous columns. 

Coincidentally, in the same 
column that I mentioned Rem-
ington passing his CPA test, I 
also talked about how my own 
mother was starting to ship me 
things I’d had stored in her attic 
since high school (beginning, 
inexplicably, with my collection 
of 45s). Kelly Rohrer ran across 
that old column in one of Rem-
ington’s scrapbooks, and I’m not 

claiming a direct causal effect 
here, but surely it is no coinci-
dence that Kelly swiftly made 
Remington take possession of 
all of his childhood belong-
ings, perhaps fearing the 30-plus 
year “temporary” storage situa-
tion my own parents have been 
encumbered by. “Remington is a 
homeowner now,” says Kelly, “so 
I have transferred all his belong-
ings to him, other than scrap-
books, which still need a little 
updating.”

And now, Remington, here’s 
another item for the scrapbook 
you’re still allowed to store at 
your parents’ house, with con-
gratulations from your Methow 
Valley friends.

A cultural day
The sixth annual Salmon Bake and 
Cultural Celebration took place at the 
Methow Monument in Pateros Memo-
rial Park last Saturday. Cultural dem-
onstrations in the park included basket 

weaving, beading, canoes, music and 
more. Proceeds from a silent auction 
and raffle benefit programs offered by 
Pateros-Brewster Community Resource 
Center. 

Photo by Joanna Bastian
Above: Aaron Naumann, right, rotated the salmon grill over a wood-fired oven at the 
Methow Monument in Pateros. 

Far left: Arnold Cleveland 
entertained the crowd with 
his collection of instru-
ments and musical skill. 

Photo by Joanna Bastian

Left: Canoeist Aleeka Miller 
paddled a smaller dugout 
canoe, currently on display 
at the Pateros Museum. 

Photo by Tommy Miller

Below: Rowers Aidan Hall, 
Kellcee Nicholson and Patty 
Sam Porter navigated Lake 
Pateros in a traditional 
dugout cedar canoe. 

Photo by Joanna Bastian

Photo courtesy of Hans Smith
A merry band of Vikings, warriors and goddesses gathered to bid farewell to Hannah Viano, far right, and Joe 
Talbert, center wearing a hooded cloak, who are moving to Norway for a year-long sabbatical. Others, from 
left, were Patti Sommerville, Mike Borowski, Hans Smith and Sarah Schrock.


