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     CLE ELUM – In three 
weeks, Kim Lohnes, of  Col-
dwell Banker Bain Real Es-
tate, organized the move of  
her 4,000 square foot, 240,000-
pound, eight-stall, five-year-

old horse barn from 1021 Scott 
Drive to 870 Scott Drive, lo-
cated about a half-mile from 
the turnoff  to Ritter Farms, if  
you’re headed out there from 
South Cle Elum.  
     The 1,300-foot move took 
place on Monday, Nov. 18. 
     Lohnes wanted to move the 
barn from her old property to 
her new one, where she had a 
home built for her and her 
mother. 
      “I did the math and building 
a new barn would have been 
more expensive,” she said. “Be-
sides, it was instant. I would 
have had to wait much longer 
for a new one to be built. 
     “Marysville’s Nickel 
Brothers took the project on. 
Interesting to note that they 
were able to do it with 20 tons 
of  hay in the barn where I had 
it stored for winter. In ad-
dition, I have cupboards in the 
tack room with lots of  stuff, 
including medications. Nick-
els told me to leave everything 
there. I thought: That’s like 
moving a house with the 
kitchen cupboards full. But it 
worked. Absolutely nothing 
broke or fell out of  the cup-
boards.” 
     There was a lot of  prep 
work to get the building ready 

for the move.  It’s a pole barn, 
so 62 poles had to be severed 
from a concrete foundation 
and eventually replaced with 
62 steel posts Lohnes had fab-
ricated by a firm in Redmond. 
And, of  course, the entire barn 
had to be hydraulically lifted 
so that the movers could place 
massive I-beams beneath it.  
     “We also had to prep the 
new site, remove trees, pour 
concrete footings and bring in 
lots of  gravel for the truck and 
barn to go across.” 
     Last Thursday she had a 
crew still working. 
     “Concrete guys,” she said, 
“and my cousin who is an ex-
cavator. Come to find out the 
old site where the barn stood 
wasn’t sitting on a level con-
crete pad. So we’ve got to do 
some more work before Nickel 
Brothers comes back. The 
barn is still sitting on the new 
site – five feet off  the ground.” 
     And what about the 
horses? 
     “When Nickel Brothers 
called me and said they were 
ready, I only had 48 hours to 
find a place for them. Family 
and friends helped me put up 
panels in a pasture here. 
They’re doing just fine. 
They’re happy.”

     CLE ELUM – At approx-
imately 11:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Nov. 19, a robbery occurred at 
the Safeway in Cle Elum.  
     A suspect entered the 
store. He was described as a 
white male, 40-50 years of  age 
with dark hair, wearing a 
“high and tight” style haircut. 
He had no facial hair and was 
wearing a black jacket and 
blue jeans. The suspect ap-
proached a checker and de-
manded money from the reg-
ister. The checker gave the 
suspect an undisclosed 
amount of  cash before he fled 
the scene in a sedan. No wit-
nesses were there to say 
which direction he went. 
     The checker told police 
that there were no weapons 
involved or implied during the 
incident.  
     Police searched the area 
and were unable to locate the 
suspect.  
     Thursday, Nov. 27, at 2:09 
p.m., Officer Nick Burson 
speaking for Police Chief  

Kirk Bland reported the sus-
pect is John Robert Russell, 
a 58-year-old Tukwila man 
who was in custody on the 
westside last Thursday.
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
     • Cle Elum-Roslyn School District early release, Wednesday,  
          Nov. 27, 12:30 p.m. No school Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28-29. 
    • Easton School District early release Wednesday, Nov. 27, 1 p.m.  
          No school Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28-29. 
    • Thorp School District early release Wednesday, Nov. 27, noon.  
          No school Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28-29. 

 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

    • Cle-Elum Roslyn School District early release, Friday, Dec. 20,  
          12:30 p.m. No school Monday, Dec. 23, through Tuesday, Jan. 7. 
    • Easton School District early release, Friday, Dec. 20, 1 p.m.  
          No school Monday, Dec. 23 through Friday, Jan. 3. 
    • Thorp School District early release, Friday, Dec. 20, noon.  
          No school Monday, Dec. 23 through Friday, Jan. 3.

 

Moving a 120-ton horse barn down the road

by Jim Fossett  | jim@nkctribune.com 
 

     CLE ELUM – Gregg Dohrn, of  Gregg Dohrn & Associates, 
is the city’s contracted planner hired to help with the massive 
development proposed for Bullfrog Flats, among other things. 
Last week he spoke at the city council meeting about the devel-
opment, known as 47° North. Here below are some excerpts 
from his presentation. This is the second time Dohrn has spoken 
in public. His first appearance was at the project Scoping Meet-
ing held at Walter Strom Middle School on Wednesday, Oct. 23. 

 
History and first contact 

     Dohrn began with a high level overview of  how the project 
got started after Suncadia obtained the city’s approval for a 
Master Site Plan, a Development Agreement, and an Environ-
mental Impact Statement. “That was back in 2002 for approx-
imately 1,100 acres. The Master Site Plan was approved for 1,304 
houses or dwelling units and about 75 acres dedicated for a 
business park. Back then it was understood that it might take 
awhile for this development to become a reality.  

     “In fact, since 2002 the only development activities that oc-
curred were the dedication of  land to the school district as re-
quired by the Development Agreement and the dedication of  
land   for the Washington State Horse Park.” 

See BULLFROG FLATS..., page A7

 

Contractor presents  
city with Bullfrog  
Flats development 

 

Suspect arrested  
for Safeway robbery

MOVING A BARN these days is as easy as … well … it looks easy. Kim Lohnes photo

FILM FOOTAGE police 
retrieved from a Safeway 
security camera revealed 
this photo of the suspect 
in the Safeway robbery 
last week. 

Photo courtesy of Cle Elum City Police
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