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s The annual Hands Across the Border celebration took place on June 9, bringing nearly 2,000 scouts from the U.S. and Canada to the 
Peace Arch for a day of fun and fellowship. For more photos, see page 7.

Photo by Louise Mugar

June 13 - 19, 2019 FREECommunity Newspaper of Blaine and Birch Bay

TheNorthernLight @TNLreporter @TheNorthernLightNews

TheNorthernLight.com

IN
SI

DE

IN THIS
ISSUE

Photos from the 2019 
BHS graduation, page 10
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Explore Point Whitehorn 
this Saturday, page 13

Most Whatcom 
County beaches 
closed to 
shellfish harvest
B y  J a m i  m a k a n

The Washington state department of 
health has closed the recreational harvest 
of all species of molluscan shellfish on 
most Whatcom County beaches, after un-
safe levels of paralytic shellfish poisoning 
(PSP) biotoxin were detected in shellfish 
on county beaches.

Lummi Island, Hale Passage, Lummi Bay 
and all beaches from Sandy Point north 
to the Canadian border are closed. Point 
Roberts beaches are closed as a precaution 
until shellfish samples can be obtained to 
determine biotoxin levels.

According to a notice from the What-
com County Health Department, Por-
tage Bay, Samish Bay and Bellingham Bay 
south to the Skagit County border remain 
open. The department will be collecting 
additional samples each week to monitor 
biotoxin levels, and will notify the public 
when biotoxin levels have dropped below 
the closure limit.

Molluscan shellfish include clams, mus-
sels, oysters and scallops. Mussels usually 
contain the highest toxin concentration. 
PSP and other naturally occurring biotox-
ins are not destroyed by cooking or freez-
ing. Crab meat is not affected, but “crab 
butter” and crab entrails can harbor bio-
toxins so they should be discarded.

According to the release, shellfish sold 
in restaurants and markets have been test-
ed before distribution and are safe to eat.

Mark Seymour, co-owner of Drayton 
Harbor Oyster Company, confirmed that 
shellfish sold at his restaurant is safe to 
eat. “If we’re selling oysters, customers 
can rest assured that we’re looking out for 
them and have had everything checked,” 
he said.

He said the process starts near the Se-
miahmoo marina with officials testing 
mussels, which are considered a “signal 
species” for PSP. “[Mussels] pick it up the 
first and the highest,” said Seymour. When 
officials detect high levels of PSP in their 
weekly mussel survey, they then reach out 

While the nation’s eyes are on the south-
ern border, a steady increase of northern 
border apprehensions tells another story.

Apprehensions along the Blaine sector 
of the U.S.-Canada border from October 
2018 to February 2019 totaled 177, more 
than double the 78 apprehensions report-
ed during the same period a year earlier. 

At this rate, it is likely that border 
apprehensions in 2019 will continue a 
trend of growth in apprehensions seen 
along the 5,545-mile-long U.S.-Canada 

border since 2015.
The Blaine sector of the northern bor-

der stretches 252 miles – 163 miles of 
water and 89 miles of land ending in the 
North Cascades. It is one of eight sectors 
that secure the northern border. In 2018, 
the northern border saw a 42 percent in-
crease in apprehensions from 2017, to-
taling 4,316 apprehensions. Meanwhile, 
there were 396,579 apprehensions along 
the 1,954 miles of the U.S.-Mexico border 
in 2018.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) spokesperson Jason Givens said 

there are a variety of factors that could be 
influencing the increase in apprehensions 
along the northern border.

Givens said that one of the primary rea-
sons is “a false perception that crossing the 
northern border is safer than crossing the 
southern border.”

This could be due to recent changes to 
Canada’s electronic travel authorization 
system, which has opened up visa waiv-
ers to people from more than 50 countries 
including Mexico and Romania. Visa ex-
emption allows travelers to fly into Canada 
without a visa, though they must still go 

CBP apprehensions rise at the U.S.-Canada border

(See Border, page 3) 

B y  J a m i  m a k a n

Data from the federal Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS) shows that wages in Wash-
ington state and Whatcom County are in-
creasing faster than the national average.

Recent BLS data from the fourth quarter 
of 2018 shows that average weekly wag-
es in Washington state increased 6.3 per-
cent compared to a year earlier. This is in 
contrast to wages for the United States as 
a whole, which increased by 3.2 percent.

In Whatcom County in particular, av-

erage weekly wages increased 4.7 percent 
from a year earlier, also outpacing the na-
tional average.

The average weekly wage in Washington 
state now stands at $1,292, compared to 
the national average of $1,144. However, 
Whatcom County wages are lower than 
the state and national averages, coming in 
at $944 per week.

In addition to wages, the actual number 
of people employed has also gone up on all 
fronts. Nationally, employment rose by 1.5 
percent in December compared to a year 

earlier. At the state level, employment rose 
2.4 percent, while in Whatcom County 
employment rose 2.3 percent.

A closer look at the data reveals that cer-
tain industries are driving wage growth in 
Whatcom County. The industry that saw 
the largest wage increase in Whatcom 
County in the fourth quarter of 2018 was 
the federal government, which saw aver-
age wage increases of 18.2 percent com-
pared to a year earlier. 

Whatcom wages rising faster than national average

B y  Z o e  D e a l

(See Shellfish, page 2) 

(See Wages, page 3) 
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277 G Street  •  Downtown Blaine

Wine Education Event
Winemaker’s Dinner

Sunday, July 28 • 5-8 pm

Wine • Beer

northWest Fusion Cuisine

5 Courses paired with 5 Wines
$110  tax + gratuity not included

Reservations Required  •  360-392-0955

REPRESENTED BY  MATTHEW WOLLEN 

The Forecast for Fun!

“A Whale of a Place to Go!”

CANDY SHOP, 
CAFE & PIZZA

 Fri, June 14 • 3-10pm
Then Daily 11am - 10pm

4825 Alderson Rd.
360-371-2070

www.thecshop.com

SNOW 
cones 
& ICE 
cream

Now Open Daily!

through a screening process.
Instead of joining thousands 

of people waiting at the southern 
border, migrants may feel it’s eas-
ier to travel to Canada first before 
attempting to enter the United 
States illegally, Givens said.

While the southern border is 
staffed by almost 17,000 border 
security agents, slightly more 
than 2,000 northern border pa-
trol agents cover a great distance 
of open border, with the border 
sometimes consisting of just a 
line of flower pots.

But Givens said enhanced bor-
der security operations through 
improved information sharing 
and “domain awareness” have al-
lowed CBP to function efficiently.

“As America’s frontline bor-
der agency, CBP is responsible 
for securing America’s borders 
against threats, while facilitat-
ing legitimate travel and trade,” 
he said. “To do this, CBP has 
deployed a multi-layered, risk-
based approach to enhance the 
security of our borders while fa-
cilitating the lawful flow of peo-
ple and goods entering the Unit-
ed States.”

Thousands of sensors along 
the border are equipped with 
motion detectors and camer-
as which alert nearby border 
agents of illegal crossings. In 
the Blaine sector, the number of 
staff has stayed around 300 for 
nearly a decade.

Givens also said CBP utilizes 
technology and partnerships to 
detect cross-border incursions. 
When needed, ATVs, snowmo-

biles, marine vessels and aircraft 
may be used to apprehend illegal 
entrants, he said.

It’s possible that attempting 
entry into the U.S. is a last ditch 
effort as Canada begins to reject 
claims for many asylum seekers.

“The [Canadian] government 
has deemed that their claim is 
not valid and is in proceedings 
to remove them from the coun-
try,” CBP division chief Dennis 
Harmon said to CBC. “We then 
have some of those people trying 
to effect their illegal entry into 
the U.S.”

For those apprehended trying 
to cross the U.S.-Canada border, 
deportation is the likely result. 
“It varies on a case-by-case ba-
sis; however, individuals who il-
legally enter the U.S. are typical-
ly processed for removal to their 
country of origin,” Givens said.

Border ...
From page 1

Whatcom County’s informa-
tion industry also saw a dou-
ble-digit increase in wages from 
a year earlier. According to the 
North American Industry Clas-
sification System (NAICS), the 
information industry includes 
telecommunications; data pro-

cessing, hosting and related ser-
vices; and publishing industries, 
including software and internet 
publishing.

All industries in Whatcom 
County saw at least a small wage 
increase, except for financial ac-
tivities, which saw no increase in 
wages whatsoever. According to 
NAICS, financial investment ac-
tivities include portfolio manage-
ment and investment advice.

In terms of overall employ-
ment, the leisure and hospitali-
ty industry in Whatcom County 
saw the largest gain with an em-
ployment increase of 5.4 per-
cent in December compared to 
a year earlier. Meanwhile, the 
natural resources and mining 
industry saw a 7.8 percent de-
crease in employment in What-
com County in December com-
pared to a year earlier.

Wages ...
From page 1

Wine • Beer • northWest Fusion Cuisine

360-392-0955
277 G Street • Downtown Blaine

HOURS:
Wed & Thurs • 3-9 p.m.  I  Fri & Sat • 3-10 p.m.

TheVaultWine.com            TheVaultWine
FOLLOW US ON

CLOSED FRIDAY, JUNE 14 -
for Molly Dooker Winemaker’s Dinner - SOLD OUT

Weekly Events
WEDNESDAYS  • Wasabi Wednesdays

THURSDAYS  • 7-9 pm - Vinyl Night & Trivia

Live Entertainment! 
SATURDAY, JUNE 15 • 7-9 pm - Sam Halbert & Friends

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 • 7-9 pm - Open Mic w/Chuck Dingee
FRIDAY, JUNE 21 • 7-9 pm - Roy Kanaak

SATURDAY, JUNE 22 • 7-9 pm - Havilah Rand & Phil Sottile
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