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The Amorphophallus Titanum, also known as the corpse flower, 
bloomed on Washington State University Vancouver’s campus on 
July 16. 
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Associate Professor Steve Sylvester watches the public view his Amorphophallus Titanum, also known as 
the Corpse Flower, as it blooms at Washington State University Vancouver on July 16. Sylvester said the 
most rewarding part of the process was watching everyone come to campus.
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Washougal Resident Mike Bachmann and his dog Barcelona inspect 
the Amorphophallus Titanum at Washington State University July 16. 
Bachmann said, “It’s worth the time coming down to see it,” and 
added that his dog enjoyed the smell. 
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Lifestyles Outdoor Living 
Crowds converge on WSUV for 
whiff of rare corpse flower bloom 

CAMERON KAST
cameron@thereflector.com

After a turbulent 17-year life, 
“Titan VanCoug,” Washington 
State University Vancouver’s 
corpse fl ower, bloomed on Mon-
day evening, July 15. 

“I’m excited,” Associate Pro-
fessor of Molecular Biosciences 
Steve Sylvester said the next 
morning as a long line formed 
to see and smell Titan VanCoug. 
“It’s doing what I wanted it to 
do, which was bring people to 
campus.”

Thousands fl ocked to cam-
pus during the plant’s two-day 
bloom to catch a glimpse and 
a whiff before it began to wilt 
away. A line of people snaked 
from WSU Vancouver’s cen-
tral parking lot to the fl ower 
throughout most of Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

Sylvester planted the seed for 
the fl ower in his offi ce at WSU 
Vancouver 17 years ago after 
receiving a seed from a titan 
arum located at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison in 2002. 
According to Sylvester, in the 
beginning stages of owning the 
plant, it grew to be about 12 
inches tall (just one leaf), but 
then stopped growing and died. 
The natural growing process of 
the plant consists of growing 
leaves, killing them off and hav-
ing the leaves grow back larger. 
Sometimes, instead of growing 

a leaf, the plant begins to bloom. 
Native to the rainforests of 

the limestone hills of Sumatra, 
Indonesia, the Amorphophal-
lus titanum is an endangered 
species of fl ower that produces 
some of the largest fl owering 
structures in the world, reach-
ing over 4 feet in height. It pol-
linates by attracting corpse fl ies 
and dung beetles, so the stench 
of the fl ower smells of rotting 
fi sh and moldy cheese. 

On June 1, Titan Vancoug be-
gan to show signs of bloom and 
by July 1 the plant had grown 
to 25.5 inches tall. When it 
bloomed, It had reached a height 
of 49.5 inches. 

“I had a plan in my folder 
called ‘Big Smelly Plant,’” Di-
rector of Marketing and Com-
munications for WSU Vancouver 
Brenda Alling said when asked 
how she had planned for the 
bloom. She explained that when 
she came to the campus 10 years 
ago, Sylvester told her he had 
this plant and it was going to be 
a big deal, so she started to plan. 

“The plant is the star, I’m just 
the waterboy,” Sylvester said.

On Tuesday morning, Sylves-
ter cut a portion of the fl ower 
to pollinate seeds with pollen 
he received from the New York 
Botanical Gardens in an attempt 
to create seeds to give out for 
further research on the rare and 
endangered fl ower. 

“I was only able to physically 
pollinate about 30 (seeds),” Syl-
vester told the crowd of people 
gathered to smell the plant. He 
later said he’s hoping to get a to-
tal of 100 seeds after the natural 

pollination process.
 “(The goal) is to maximize 

the genetic diversity of the plant 
so it can survive better in its 
natural habitat,” Sylvester ex-
plained after being asked about 
cloning it again, and later ex-
plained to the crowd that build-
ing a strong biodiversity of the 
plant will help it combat climate 
change in its natural habitat. 

Sylvester plans to give the 
seeds he germinates to uni-
versities, public gardens and 
non-profi ts before he gives to 
private industries.

 “So far I’ve gotten requests 
from one non-profi t and three 
private individuals,” he said. 
“I suspect to get a lot more 
(requests) soon (now that it’s 
blooming).”

Titan Vancoug is a late 
bloomer as most corpse fl ow-
ers tend to bloom after about 10 
years of growing, dying and re-
building. Sylvester suspects this 
latency to bloom is due to an 
over-watering of the plant that 
led to an explosion of the corm 
a few years ago. The explosion 
caused the plant to clone itself, 
resetting its lifecycle, an event 
Sylvester now considers a bless-
ing instead of a curse. Because 
of this cloning, Sylvester ex-
pects another bloom from Titan 
VanCoug within the next three 
months and three to four over 
the next four years.

Over four meters tall, 
the plant smelled of 
decaying fish 
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& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY

8401 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver

We Accept Recycling
We Have Drop Box Containers
We Provide Deliveries

Visit our website:
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EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’

Kit contains: (1)  3’x 6’-8” Entry Door, (1) 11’ wide slider door, Galvanized Roof, 
Painted Walls & Trim. These buildings have Engineered Plans & price is based 

on 25# Snow load, “B” Exposure. 

P rices subj ect to change. 

24 x 36 $5,712 $6,254 $6,734 $7,265 
30 x 36 $6,577 $7,142 $7,659 $8,228 
30 x 48 $7,887 $8,463 $9,096 $9,983 
36 x 36 $7,504 $8,077 $8,659 $9,431 
36 x 48 $9,025 $9,670 $10,319 $11,402 
40 x 48 $9,922 $10,601 $11,332 $12,392 
40 x 60 $11,503 $12,249 $13,093 $14,063
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www.backyardbirdshop.com

A Local Flock of Shops Connecting People
with Nature for 27 Years

Vancouver • 8101 NE Parkway Dr. near TJ Maxx • 360-253-5771
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Summer Savings

Limit one coupon per customer. Coupon 
must be presented at time of purchase, and 
it is good for in-stock items only. It cannot be 
combined with other coupons or discounts, or 
used to purchase gift cards or Brome brand 
products. Expires July 31, 2018.

Purchase
of $25 or

More*

$500
Off




