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Lucky 21 Casino closes overnight,
115 employees lose their job

Cowlitz County
deputy killed
in the line
of duty
Justin R. Derosier
leaves five-month-old
daughter behind
THE REFLECTOR
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Mallory Gebhardt, a card dealer, places a sign in hopes of getting the wages that haven’t been paid over the last three weeks at Lucky 21
Casino in Woodland, April 12.

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com
Woodland’s Lucky 21 Casino
is no more with more than 100
employees out of work.
The abrupt closure happened

at 6 a.m. April 8 and was a surprise to most of the business’
staff. Employees who spoke to
The Reflector noted they learned
a few hours after the official
closing, in some cases before
their scheduled shifts that day.
The closure of the casino
portion of what was more generally known as the Oak Tree
followed an earlier closure of the
main restaurant business after

Thanksgiving 2018. Lucky 21
General Manager Rich Lemieux
explained management had contemplated closing the casino in
November but decided against it.
He said that the business was losing on average $150,000 monthly in the past 12 months, only
breaking even for two.
Lemieux said that during a
promotion beginning in April
the business was losing money

“hand over fist” which led to the
abrupt closure. He said he was
talking with the casino owner
until 2:30 a.m. April 8 before ultimately the decision to close at 6
a.m. was made.
Lemieux refuted any claims
that the plan to close last week
was premeditated, mentioning
he had made a $6,000 purchase
See CASINO on Page A7

Tourism opportunities grow
in North Clark County
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com
North Clark County has a
breadth of options for those outside the area looking for a day
trip. From wine tasting to mountain bike trails, the cities and
communities north of Vancouver
can hold their own when attracting the attention of tourists outside of big-city fare.
That became evident through
several conversations between
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locals in different industries and
The Reflector in an effort to get
an understanding of what North
County has to offer to those passing through.
Though centered on Vancouver, as evidenced by their name,
Visit Vancouver USA Communications Manager Erica Thompson said her agency promotes
North County for its smaller,
family-owned businesses and
outdoor recreation potential.
Thompson said that outdoor
excursions are a hallmark of
North County, as she explained
web traffic showed photos of
spots like the Cedar Creek Grist
Mill as big hits on social media.
She noted her agency published
maps of Lewis River and North

Clark County scenic drives, featuring stops along the way.
“I would say the overall vibe
is like outdoorsy plus historical,”
she said.
Fitting squarely in that experience of history and the
outdoors are the seasonal train
rides along the Chelatchie
Prairie Railroad. For this year
starting Mother’s Day weekend steam trains run along the
northern section of the railroad.
The railroad’s event season includes several themed excursions for Halloween and Christmas, showing off the forested
parts of Clark County for those
seeking some scenic sights.
In terms of lodging, most of
those who aren’t camping stay

SAVE THE DATES

A look at what’s
available to
experience in
the more rural
side of Clark

at hotels closer to Vancouver if
they’re having a multi-day trip.
Thompson noted plans for a hotel at ilani as well as plans for
one in Ridgefield which could
shift some of those stays northward, though she said a good
deal of visitor traffic is from day
trips — people who live close
enough to North County to not
need a place to stay when the activities are done.
“We are very much a ‘drive’
market,” Thompson said.

Battle Ground
is for vintage

See DEPUTY on Page A7

THIS WEEK’S CONTENTS
VITALS ������������������������������������������A4
SPORTS ���������������������������������������� B1
LEGALS ���������������������������������������� B6
CLASSIFIEDS �������������������������������B11
SENIOR LIVING ���������������������������C1
YOUTH FOCUS����������������������������� C4
OPINION������������������������������������� C5
FAMILY������������������������������������������C7
HAPPENINGS������������������������������� C8
CALENDAR���������������������������������� C9
EASTER SERVICES������������������������C10

The Reflector
208 SE 1st St., Battle Ground WA 98604

The major draw for Battle Ground in the city proper is
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General manager:
business lost it all
in a week

Cowlitz County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Justin R. Derosier
was shot in the line of duty near
the 100 block of Fallert Road off
Kalama River Road on Saturday,
April 13. He later died from his
injuries.
Around 10:11 p.m., Derosier
was dispatched after a call about
a disabled vehicle blocking
the roadway
on
Fallert
Road. Shortly
after arriving
he was shot,
according to a
Justin R. Derosier
news release.
Responding
officers made efforts to save Derosier on the scene before he was
life flighted to PeaceHealth Medical Center in Vancouver where
he died late Saturday night.
Derosier was 29 years old
and leaves behind his wife and
five-month-old daughter. In 2008
he graduated from Kelso High
School and attended Washington
State University for his degree in
Criminal Justice. He was hired
by the Cowlitz County Sheriff
in 2016 and during his career, he
served as Patrol Deputy, SWAT
Officer, and a boat operator.
“Today is a sad day for the
Cowlitz County Sheriff office,”
said County Sheriff Brad Thurman while fighting back tears
during a press conference. “It is
the first time in 165 years in the
sheriff office existence that we’ve
lost a deputy in the line of duty.”
The Cowlitz County community mourned Derosier’s loss at a
candlelight vigil Sunday night at
Lake Sacajawea in Longview.
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Casino

Continued from page A1
of gaming cards only a few days
before the closure to illustrate
management was doing business
as usual.
“Nobody knows that they are
going to lose everything they
have in one week,” Lemieux remarked.
Due to the hemorrhaging of
money, Lucky 21 was unable to
make payroll scheduled to be
paid out right before the closure,
resulting in three weeks-worth of
hourly wages not paid out to employees. What little left for any
payroll payments would be decided by lawyers during the liquidation process, Lemieux explained.
As far as the future of the
building, Lemieux said the owner
has been in talks with a restaurateur to bring a food establishment
into the former Oak Tree, something he felt would be “a much
better fit for the community overall.”
“As far as casinos go, there
will never be another casino in
there ever again,” Lemieux asserted. “To (start) a casino from
scratch in an area that has been
proven you cannot have a viable cardroom … we’re the third
group to go in there and fail.”
On April 12 dozens of employees gathered in order to collect
checks for tipped wages, something protected from the business
going bankrupt. Former Lucky 21
Lead Bartender Shannon Kenney
wasn’t aware of the imminent closure when she closed out her shift
3 a.m. April 8, only learning of it
from a co-worker about six hours
later before she was scheduled to
work that evening.
Kenney noted similarities between Lucky 21’s April promotion to give away their $58,000
jackpot and what happened to the
New Phoenix in La Center which
she said did something similar
before it closed in March 2017.
“When that happened in
Woodland, I thought ‘wow, this
does not look good,’” Kenney
remarked. “I was expecting (the
closure) but I was not expecting
it so soon.”
Kenney added she noticed
that some inventory wasn’t being
replaced in the leadup to the closure.

PHOTO BY MARY BROTEN

Workers gathered on April 12 at the Lucky 21 Casino in Woodland in hopes to get their wages that haven’t been paid after the Casino closed
without warning.

Kenney said that the closure
has sped up her retirement plans,
requiring the sale of some of her
property. Though she would be
relatively fine given the job loss
she noted that many of the 115
employees were not in the same
situation and still had bills to pay
but no paycheck to do it with.
“Everyone is absolutely devastated,” she said.
Lucky 21 Front of House Manager Chantalle Gipson said after
she learned of the closure she
filed for unemployment and made
a labor and industries claim, adding she has applied for jobs as
well.
“I’ve been here for six years
almost, so it’s sad to see it happen,” Gipson remarked.
Lucky 21 Kitchen Manager
Aaron Prather said he’s had 30
years of experience in the food
industry, having joined Lucky 21
about a year ago.
“It’s a big disappointment,”
Prather remarked about the closure, speaking positively of the
workforce of the business, many
Spencer Creek Road. As of press
deadline, authorities have not released the identity of the officers
involved or the suspect.
Nearby Kalama resident Trevor
Broten was home with his family
when Derosier was shot.
“We were all in the living room
together with the doors locked,” he
said. “It sounded like war. There
was a gunshot, helicopters overhead, and cops on a loudspeaker
saying ‘put your hands up’.”
There has been a Meal Train
started by the Cowlitz County
Deputy Wives for the Derosier
family. Organizers are asking
people to sign up for one meal
a day, and snacks that can be
dropped off at the Kelso Sheriff’s
office, 312 SW First Ave., Kelso.
There are also sign-ups available
to help with childcare, housework, yard work, and errands at
mealtrain.com/7wngo9.

Deputy

Continued from page A1
La w-enforcement agencies
locally and across the state have
since offered public condolences and Sunday Gov. Jay Inslee
tweeted, “Our hearts go out to
the family of the Cowlitz County
deputy killed in the line of duty
last night. Every one of these
tragedies is a reminder that these
men and women put their lives
on the line every day in service
to us all.”
The suspected shooter was
killed the following night.
According to The Daily News,
the suspect was shot and killed
around 7 a.m. on Spencer Creek
Road after nearly a 22-hour manhunt and declared dead on the
scene. The suspect was seen exiting the woods with a firearm on

of which who served under his
management.
“The people that worked here
… they were loyal. They showed
up to work every day, they did
their job to the best of their ability. They enjoyed their job,” he
said.
PHOTO BY MARY BROTEN

A customer with casino chips
he’s unable to cash after
the sudden closing without
warning at Lucky 21 Casino
in Woodland.

“Welcoming New Patients”
Personalized healthcare for the entire family
• Chronic conditions
• Pediatrics
• Preventative care
• Urgent/same day appointments
• Integrative Care/Acupuncture

Saturday appointments
available
Late appointments
Tues./Thurs.
2 locations –
Ridgefield/Woodland
“Wouldn’t it be nice if your
Doctor knew your name?”

• Josephine Drew, MD
• Paige Grider, PA-C
• Christina Bergstrom, MD
• Bliss Jensen, PA-C
• Arthur Clemente, MD
• Stefanie Aring, FNP
• Rachel Roylance, PA-C

360-887-9494 • ridgefieldfamilymedicine.com
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A Hard Day’s Work Doesn’t
Have To Be So Hard

$

BX1880

99 /mo1

• 18 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD • Category I, 3-Point Hitch

MX5800HST

• 61.4 Gross HP,† 4-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD • Hydrostatic Transmission

$

B2301HSD

• 22 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine
• Semi-Flat Deck • Slanted Hood

RTV-X900

• 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine • 4WD
• Variable Hydro Transmission (VHT-X)

149 /mo2

L2501HST

• 24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder,
Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD • Hydrostatic Transmission

SVL75-2

• 74.3 Gross HP,† 4-Cylinder
Turbo Kubota Diesel Engine
• Powerful Breakout Force

Rain Total
Inches

Monthly Avg.
Inches

Number of
Wet Days

Kelly Hill, Yacolt

2.40

9.06

8

Portland Int’l Airport

1.54

3.68

13

Brush Prairie

1.97

5.63

11

La Center

2.95

8.23

10

Yale Valley

3.38

12.49

12

-

-

-

Dan’s Tractor, Inc.

3.24

15.80

8

Serving Clark County Since 1963

Chelatchie Prairie

2.5

10.3

10

Meadow Glade

1.79

5.9

13

Battle Ground

2.32

5.84

14
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$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. FINANCING FOR UP TO
60 MONTHS ON SELECT NEW KUBOTAS!*

8012 NE 219th Street • Battle Ground, WA
360-687-3000 • M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1
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Phil Akely

* $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota BX, B, L, MX and M, MH(M7), RB, DMC, DM, RA and TE Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. Offer expires 6/30/19. See us or go to KubotaUSA.
com for more information. 1. 0% A.P.R., 20% down, financing for 84 months on purchases of new Kubota BX1880 plus 54” standard mower-deck from participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to
credit approval. Example 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Example amount based on sales of $10,395. Each dealer
sets own price. Prices and payments may vary. Offer expires 6/30/19. 2. 0% A.P.R, 20% down, financing for 84 months on purchases of
new Kubota L2501HST w/R4 tires from participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit
Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Example amount based on
sales price of $15,645. Each dealer sets own price. Prices and payments may vary. Offer expires 6/30/19. † For complete warranty, safety
and product information, consult yourlocal Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are
CH596183 kb
based on various standards or recommended practices. K1003-04-142194-11

