
Longtime valley resident detained by U.S. Customs

Network puts $ to work in community
Local lenders connect 
with local businesses

BY ANN MCCREARY

More than $3 million has been 
invested over the past three years in 
local businesses — from individual art-
ists to the Methow Valley’s renowned 
Nordic ski trail operation — to create 
and expand business opportunities in 
the Methow Valley.

The catalyst for this infusion of 
capital into the local economy is the 
Methow Investment Network, a home-
grown program that acts as a match-
maker, connecting investors who want 
to put their money to work in their com-
munity with local business owners and 
entrepreneurs who need money for new 
business ventures.

Since its inception three years ago, 
the Methow Investment Network has 
helped 13 local businesses secure finan-
cial backing through loans from local 
investors. The recipients of those loans 
represent the diversity of the Methow 
Valley economy, including farming, 
manufacturing, beer brewing, coffee 
roasting, art, services, trades, and rec-
reation. 

“It’s gone far beyond our expec-
tations,” said Don Linnertz, execu-
tive director of TwispWorks, which 
launched the Methow Investment Net-
work in early 2017. One of the biggest 
barriers to starting or growing a small 
business is access to capital, and that’s 

why TwispWorks created the Invest-
ment Network, Linnertz said. 

TwispWorks acts as facilitator, creat-
ing opportunities for business owners 
who need financial backing to connect 
with potential investors. “Our heavy 
lift is the matchmaking,” Linnertz said. 
Once the connections are made, it’s up 
to the investors and business owners to 
put together their own deals. The ulti-
mate goal of these individual deals is 
building a stronger and more sustain-
able local economy. 

“It’s such a wonderful thing. We’ve 
got so many smart, insightful people 
here in the Methow Valley,” said James 
DeSalvo, executive director of Methow 
Trails, which received support through 
the Methow Investment Network last 
year. “We’ve got investors who are 
investing money around the world, but 
they want to invest locally.”

Methow Trails is one of the biggest 
players in the Methow Valley economy. 
It operates and maintains a network 
of more than 120 miles of all-season, 
multi-use trails — the largest groomed 
Nordic ski system in the country — that 
draws thousands of visitors every year 
to recreate and spend their money here. 
Based on an economic impact analysis, 
Methow Trails estimates its direct and 
indirect economic impact to the valley 
exceeds $12.4 million annually.

Last year Methow Trails received 
$215,000 in loans through the Methow 
Investment Network to help the organi-
zation purchase 18 acres near Winthrop 
that will become its future headquar-

ters. The property will allow Methow 
Trails to consolidate its operations on 
one site, with a new office, as well as 
maintenance and storage facilities for 
its fleet of grooming equipment. It 
could also provide an eventual link to 
a long-proposed trail connecting Win-
throp to Twisp, DeSalvo said.

“I had heard of the Methow Invest-
ment Network but didn’t think about 
it until our organization wanted to do 
something that was financially out of 
our means,” DeSalvo said. After devel-
oping and submitting a proposal to the 
Investment Network, DeSalvo began 
meeting individually with interested 
investors. Within six weeks, Methow 
Trails had the money it needed to pur-
chase the land. 

Fast turnaround
The fast turnaround was critical to 

securing the property, DeSalvo said. 
“Real estate isn’t around forever.” As a 
nonprofit organization, Methow Trails 
has turned to grants for support in 
the past, but obtaining grants usually 
entails a lengthy process and the funds 
are often restricted to limited uses. 
“There is no way any grant cycle could 
meet what we needed,” DeSalvo said. 

While Methow Trails is a major con-
tributor to the Methow Valley economy, 
the size of the business or the amount of 
the investment aren’t criteria for mak-
ing deals, as glass artist Samantha Car-
lin discovered.

Broadband badlands
Study looks at gaps 
in internet access

BY ANN MCCREARY

Got a beef about your broadband 
internet service? Bring it to a public 
meeting on Feb. 18, and become part of 
the solution.

Consultants who have been hired to 
develop plans for improving internet in 
the Methow Valley want to hear from 
community members as the first step of a 
year-long study. The Feb. 18 meeting will 
be held in the YourSpace meeting room on 
the TwispWorks campus, from 6-8:30 p.m.

Tilson Technologies, a telecommu-
nications company based in Maine, has 
been hired through a $66,667 state grant 
to assess internet service in the Methow 
Valley and develop comprehensive plans 
to bring reliable broadband services 

throughout the valley.
As the need for fast, reliable Internet has 

become increasingly necessary for work 
and education, Methow Valley residents 
have become increasingly perturbed — and 
vocal — about inadequate internet service 
in some areas of the valley. TwispWorks, in 
its role of supporting the valley’s economic 
vitality, has taken the lead in looking for 
ways to address the problem.

The grant to hire Tilson Technologies 

Mayor wants to see Winthrop 
RiverWalk on a fast track
Town, Methow Trails 
work on getting 
easements

BY DON NELSON

Searching through the town’s 
archives, Winthrop Mayor Sally Ranzau 
found the first reference to the idea of a 
RiverWalk in 1987.

People have been talking — arguing, 

to some extent — about the proposal 
ever since. Ranzau figures it’s time to 
do something about it.

At last week’s Town Council meet-
ing, Ranzau pledged that she will make 
completion of RiverWalk a top priority.

RiverWalk is the designation for a 
walking trail that would follow the 
banks of the Chewuch and Methow 
Rivers in Winthrop, from the pedes-
trian bridge to North Village down to 
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Francisco “Frank” Morales

T H E  O LY M P I A N S

IF YOU GO
What: Public meeting to 
discuss broadband
When: Feb. 18, 6-8:30 p.m.
Where: YourSpace, TwispWorks 
campus, 502 S. Glover Street, Twisp
Information: 997-3330 or 
www.twispworks.org.

Photo by Steve Mitchell
The Ski to the Sun Marathon last weekend featured three noteworthy Winter 
Olympics Nordic skiing competitors, two of whom live in the Methow Valley: 
from left, Laura McCabe (1994, 1998), Leslie Hall (1988, 1992, 1994) and Kikkan 
Randall (2002, 2006, 2010, 2014, 2018). Randall, who won a gold medal at the 
2018 Olympic Winter Games in Korea, was the first woman finisher (and 10th 
overall) in the marathon on Saturday. McCabe and Hall, both Methow Valley resi-
dents, finished second and fourth, respectively, in the women’s field. Methow 
Valley resident Sam Naney was first overall.

Photo by Ann McCreary
Glass artist Samantha Carlin recieved one of the smaller loans from the Methow Investment Network, but it was critical 
support for the upgrading of her studio in Carlton.

See BROADBAND, A2

A CONNECTION TO HOME
Francisco Morales got 

a welcome connection 
with home over the 
weekend, when Kent 
and Dawn Woodruff 
went to the immigration-
detention center in 
Tacoma to see him. “Just 
having a friendly face 
is something we can all 
appreciate. I just wanted 
to give him some warm 
encouragement,” Kent 
said. They’ve been friends 
for a decade, he said.

The Woodruffs visited 
for an hour on Sunday 
(Feb. 9) and again on 
Monday, talking on the 
phone but separated by 

a pane of glass, Woodruff 
said. Visitors wait in line 
and have to leave their 
coat, hat, wallet and 
keys before they can see 
the person, he said.

Morales is in an area 
for low-risk detainees, 
with bunk beds separated 
by partitions. He said he’s 
been sleeping OK and 
had bacon and eggs for 
breakfast, Woodruff said.

When Morales was first 
transferred to the Tacoma 
detention facility, he 
was pretty discouraged, 
Woodruff said. “But when 
he learned of all the 
support and outpouring 

in the valley, it filled 
his chest with hope. It 
completely surprised him 
how many people knew 
him and cared about 
him,” Woodruff said.

They didn’t talk about 
the details of Morales’ 
case. “We just wanted 
to provide positive 
support,” Woodruff 
said. Instead, they 
reminisced about the 
last time they saw each 
other, at a preschool 
holiday gathering 
when Woodruff was 
playing Santa and had 
Morales’ daughter on 
his lap, Woodruff said.

Community rallies 
around Francisco 
Morales with 
support, money

BY MARCY STAMPER

The emotional turmoil of the immi-
gration issue engulfed the Methow Val-
ley after a longtime valley resident was 
detained by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection as he was driving his daugh-
ter to preschool in Winthrop last week.

Francisco “Frank” Morales was 
reportedly pulled over to the side of 
the road on Wednesday morning (Feb. 
5), according to the “Bring Francisco 
Home” Facebook page set up by his 

friends and supporters. 
He was transferred to the 
Northwest ICE Processing 
Center in Tacoma within 
two days. ICE is the 
abbreviation for the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.

After Morales was 
stopped on Wednesday, 
he was permitted to call 
his wife, Brenda Lopez, 
so that she could pick up 
their daughter, according 
to Blue Bradley, a family friend who’s 
helping coordinate support. Morales 
had already dropped off his son at 
Methow Valley Elementary School.

Morales, who’s in his early 30s, has 
lived in the Methow for a dozen years 
and is well known throughout the val-

ley. News of his detention 
ricocheted around town 
and through social media 
within hours of his appre-
hension.

A GoFundMe cam-
paign to raise money for 
legal assistance and to 
help the family make up 
for the loss of Morales’ 
income raised $42,630 
in under 24 hours, more 
than twice the goal. There 
were 544 contributions 

by the time his supporters put the cam-
paign on hold.

The Barnyard Cinema raised another 
$1,168.50 through an impromptu fundraiser 
on Friday (Feb. 7), donating all ticket sales 
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was written by TwispWorks, which 
will oversee the study process, said 
Don Linnertz, executive director. 
Next week’s community meeting 
will launch the consultants’ on-the-
ground examination of the state of 
broadband services in the Methow 
Valley. (The term “broadband” 
is generally interpreted to mean 
high-speed internet access that is 
always turned on.) 

Linnertz said community 
members will be asked about 
improvements that are needed in 
six specific areas — availability, 
affordability, choice, support for 
businesses and employers, sup-
port for public services, and speed 
or performance. People will break 
into smaller groups to discuss 
these particular concerns and 
“work on prioritizing and brain-
storming — what is and isn’t work-
ing, and what are the priorities of 
the community,” Linnertz said.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
the community to come out and 
articulate what a solution looks 
like for them,” he said. 

In preparation for the con-
sultants’ study, TwispWorks has 
assembled an advisory council 

to provide information, Linnertz 
said. The group represents local 
internet service providers, util-
ity providers, the school district, 
emergency services, the regional 
library system, the U.S. Forest 
Service, state parks and natu-
ral resources, and homeowners 
associations — including Edel-
weiss, Pine Forest, Lost River 
and Twisp River Road. 

“It’s a very diverse group of 
people who are impacted and 
would be impacted by any kind 
of broadband solution,” Linnertz 
said. The advisory council will 
meet with consultants before the 
community meeting on Feb. 18.

Talking to providers
The consultants will hold pri-

vate meetings the next day (Feb. 
19) with internet service provid-
ers — including CenturyLink, 
NCI Datacom and Methownet.
com — to learn, among other 
things, about current broadband 
infrastructure and any existing 
plans for developing infrastruc-
ture, Linnertz said. 

“Obviously for our internet 
service providers a lot of infor-
mation is proprietary and confi-
dential,” Linnertz said. “We want 
to be sensitive to that. But to 
develop a comprehensive plan for 

broadband there has to be some 
level of information sharing that 
allows us to develop a plan and 
potential solutions.”

In addition to information 
from stakeholders and the com-
munity, consultants will also 
“do a thorough evaluation of 
broadband policy for the state 
and the region,” Linnertz said. 
Washington’s broadband pro-
gram director, Shelley Westall, 
is expected to attend the meet-
ings with community members 
and advisers.

After their first visit to the 
Methow Valley, Tilson Tech con-
sultants “will have a good sense 
of the problem statement they are 
trying solve,” Linnertz said. He 
said Tilson Tech was selected in 
part because they have done simi-
lar projects in other rural parts of 
the nation, including near their 
headquarters in Portland, Maine. 
The first phase of the study will 
be completed at the end of March.

The consultants will fol-
low their information gathering 
phase with a “gap analysis report 
and demand assessment,” to be 
completed at the end of May, 
Linnertz said. There will likely 
be another community meeting 
in early summer to validate con-
sultants’ assumptions, he said. 

“Then they’ll do the geeky 
work — the infrastructure design, 
cost analysis, funding strategies,” 
Linnertz said. “What do we 
need, what does it cost, and who 
can pay for it.” That part of the 
study will be completed at the 
end of June.

The last phase of the study, 
Linnertz said, will develop 
business and technical models, 
addressing subjects like feasibil-
ity, barriers to success, regula-
tory considerations, lifespan of 
systems, route mapping, types of 
equipment and required permits. 
That phase will be completed at 
the end of August.

The consultants’ work will be 
reviewed by the Broadband Action 
Team, a group of Methow Valley 
and Okanogan County political 
and economic leaders, and people 
with technical expertise, that was 
created two years ago to address 
the issue of broadband access in 
the Methow Valley. 

A long-haul process
“The goal is to accept their 

{the consultants’] project by the 
end of October. Then we have a 
roadmap” to guide the search for 
funding to build infrastructure, 
Linnertz said. “It will create a 
playbook for how we do it, how 

we fund it, and the entities that 
can apply for funding.”

The completed study will pro-
vide a plan that is available for 
implementation by the Okanogan 
County Public Utility District, 
Okanogan County Electric Coop-
erative, and internet service pro-
vider companies, Linnertz said. 

“This is a long-haul process. 
A year for the study, another 
year for grants, another year to 
implement. At least it’s forward 
motion,” he said. 

The grant for Tilson Tech’s 
study was awarded last year 
by the Community Economic 
Revitalization Board, part of 
the Washington Department of 
Commerce. The $50,000 grant 
includes a match of $16,667, 
shared by Okanogan County and 
the Twisp Public Development 
Authority.  

This is not the first study of 
internet service in the Methow 
Valley. Partners for Rural Wash-
ington, a nonprofit organization 
that works on rural economic 
issues, donated time to conduct 
an initial assessment in 2018. 
That assessment concluded that 
further technical study would 
be needed to develop plans to 
upgrade current systems and 
build new networks. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission reports that almost 
one-third of the rural U.S. pop-
ulation does not have access to 
broadband, according to a posi-
tion paper developed by Twisp-
Works. That means that people 
living in those areas are “unable 
to take advantage of digital ser-
vices and capabilities that are an 
everyday part of life for many 
urban residents,” the position 
paper says.

“This lack of access can put 
unnecessary constraints on edu-
cation, health care, public safety, 
business and many other critical 
services we rely on for a healthy 
community and economy,” Lin-
nertz said.

Most of the Methow Valley resi-
dents who complain of inadequate 
access to high-speed internet live 
in more remote areas of the val-
ley away from the towns of Twisp 
and Winthrop, such as Twisp River 
Road and Lost River Road.

At a community meeting 
about broadband services held 
two years ago, one Lost River 
resident described how inad-
equate internet service is in 
that distant part of the valley. “I 
sent an email and drove to the 
Mazama Store for ice cream, and 
I passed the email,” he said.

WINTER CLEARANCE SALE

Open 7 Days a Week
257 Riverside Avenue • Downtown Winthrop • 509-996-2886

GREAT DEALS IN THE SALES LOFT!
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Cascade Bible Church drops Twisp cannabis store appeal
Church plans action 
when license 
renewal sought

BY RALPH SCHWARTZ

Cascade Bible Church on Jan. 28 
withdrew its appeal of an Okanogan 
County judge’s decision to allow a mari-
juana retailer to open across the street 
from the Twisp church.

The church had filed a notice of 
appeal back in September with the 
Washington state Court of Appeals in 
Spokane but decided to withdraw the 
case before it even started.

“We are affirmed with regards to our 
position at the outset,” said Kevin Heid-
erich, co-owner of House of Cannabis. 
“All three of the partners in House of 
Cannabis, and the six employees at the 

Twisp facility, are thrilled that their 
business and jobs have survived this 
predicament.”

But the church has not given up the 
fight, its attorney said.

“Relying on the Christian Law Asso-
ciation’s expertise and experience in reli-
gious discrimination claims, the Cascade 
Bible Church has dropped the appeal in 
favor of pursuing the religious discrimi-
nation claim in the upcoming annual 
license-renewal proceedings for the 
Twisp House of Cannabis,” Winthrop 
attorney Michael Brady said. While 
Brady represents the church locally, the 
church’s case is handled primarily by 
the Christian Law Association, an Ohio-
based nonprofit that provides free legal 
services to Bible-believing churches, 
according to its website.

“The Cascade Bible Church bears no 
ill will against the owners of the busi-
ness,” Brady added. “Its gripe is against 

the state for allowing it to relocate to its 
present location.”

Restraining order
In July of last year, at the church’s 

request, Okanogan County Superior 
Court Judge Henry Rawson issued a 
restraining order against House of Can-
nabis, temporarily barring the retailer 
from moving its Carlton store to the 
YardFood building at 1017 E. Methow 
Valley Highway in Twisp. The church’s 
property is directly across Burton Street 
from the new location.

But the judge lifted the restraining 
order 10 days later, after a hearing in 
which Brady had argued for a prelimi-
nary injunction against the store’s relo-
cation. 

Judge Rawson agreed with attorneys 
for House of Cannabis and the state 
Liquor Control Board (LCB). A pre-
liminary injunction is an “extraordinary 

remedy,” and the church did not meet 
that high standard, Rawson said in his 
written decision, issued on Aug. 23.

The church had argued that Twisp 
House of Cannabis should not open 
across the street because the church 
operates a recreation center on its prop-
erty. State law prohibits marijuana retail-
ers from locating within 1,000 feet of 
recreation centers, schools, playgrounds, 
parks, transit centers, arcades, child care 
facilities and libraries.

The judge, however, was dubious 
about whether the rec center played a 
significant role at the church. He agreed 
with House of Cannabis attorney Erin 
McCool, who argued at the Aug. 5 hear-
ing that state law requires a rec center 
to be operated by a charitable nonprofit 
organization or a government. The 
church was not registered with the state 
as a charity, and state law says churches 
are not charitable organizations.

Rawson also pointed out in his deci-
sion that the church hadn’t filed an 
appeal directly with the LCB, against 
the agency’s decision to allow the store 
to move to the YardFood site, “and 
therefore failed to exhaust its adminis-
trative remedies” as required by state 
law.

It appears the church will seek that 
remedy this year, when Twisp House 
of Cannabis’ license is up for its annual 
renewal. The store opened on Aug. 12.

Heiderich, one of the store owners, 
said the bigger threat to the marijuana 
businesses in general comes from the 
federal Department of Justice or the 
Internal Revenue Service.

“Nothing in cannabis is ever certain, 
but we do feel we have made a good 
impression as a great neighbor,” Heid-
erich said. “We feel 100% confident that 
this license was placed in compliance 
with Washington state law.”

from a noon showing of a surprise movie 
to the Bring Francisco Home campaign. 

“I felt sick to my stomach this 
morning when I got the news,” Gen-
evieve Cole, co-owner of the Barnyard 
Cinema, said. “He’s a really involved 
member of the community. I’m doing 
this as much to bring people together 
and to bond as a community.”

Over the weekend, 224 people sent 
letters of support for Morales, attest-
ing to his character and his social and 
economic contributions to the com-
munity. Those letters have been sent 
to Congressional representatives Sen. 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) and Rep. 
Dan Newhouse (R-4th District) and to 
Gov. Jay Inslee, Bradley said by email.

Letters of support came from staff 
and administrators at Methow Valley 
Elementary and the Little Star Mon-
tessori School, Morales’ and Lopez’ 
employers, and their landlord, Brad-
ley said by email. Other community 
members sent letters on their own.

Morales’ backers hope that the out-
pouring of support will spur elected 
officials to request a hearing for 
Morales in the coming week.

The family doesn’t know if Morales 
will be released on bond or will be able 
to face a judge, Lopez said by email. Their 
lawyer is fighting hard for him to face a 
judge so he can present all the letters of 
support from the community, she said.

Long-time resident of 
Okanogan County

Morales was brought to the United 
States from Mexico by his mother 
when he was 12 years old. He gradu-
ated from Brewster High School and 
has lived in Okanogan County for his 
entire life as a teen and adult. His wife 
and two children are U.S. citizens, and 
his mother recently became a citizen, 
according to the Facebook page.

The family was told that because of 
Morales’ applications for a visa and a 
“previous run-in” with ICE, he was on 
their radar, Lopez said.

People  cont r ibut ing to  the 
GoFundMe campaign were appalled 
that the family had been torn apart by 
what one called a “cruel policy.”

“I cannot imagine a world where a 
father is separated from his wife, chil-
dren and mother for just being a decent 
hard working man,” said one. “This 
policy is wrong on so many levels! 
And its finally hit our home and valley 
families!” said another. “I am a daugh-

ter of an immigrant. I believe in human 
rights,” wrote another contributor.

At the cinema fundraiser, Cole said 
she felt a personal link to Morales’ situ-
ation. Her family moved from Toronto 
to Denver decades ago when she was 
11, when she obtained her green card.

Danbert Nobacon, a local musician 
who immigrated from Britain and 
became a naturalized citizen seven 
years ago, was at the cinema to per-
form his song “Building A Wall (Not 
Now, Not Ever)” before the screening 
of “Slumdog Millionaire.”

Nobacon and Cole both described 
anxiety as green-card holders. Noba-
con said he’d been openly critical in 
his music and writing of the British and 
U.S. governments and worried that his 
comments could jeopardize his citizen-
ship application. “I was really nervous 
for two days — me real name, me stage 
name, me antics. I’d been arrested at a 
street protest in England,” he said.

But at his citizenship interview in 
Spokane, the main question was about 
his finances, Nobacon said. “I jumped 
through hoops, but I’m a white, Eng-
lish person,” he said.

Coordinating help
Morales’ friends and family have 

been in touch with organizations 

that assist immigrants, including the 
Northwest Immigrant Rights Project 
(NWIRP) and the Washington Immi-
grant Solidarity Network. They’re 
hoping to arrange a meeting between 
Morales and an advocate from 
NWIRP at the immigration-detention 
center in Tacoma, Bradley said.

Room One helped find legal assis-
tance and the Okanogan Action 
Coalition rallied its members to send 
letters of support.

The Tacoma detention center is 
privately owned and operated by the 
GEO Group on behalf of ICE, accord-
ing to NWIRP. It was formerly called 
the Tacoma Northwest Detention Cen-
ter, but GEO renamed it the Northwest 
ICE Processing Center, according to a 
public affairs officer for ICE.

As of Tuesday (Feb. 11), Lopez had 
hired a lawyer and was headed for 
Tacoma to see her husband. She was just 
notified that she has an interview later 
this month regarding an application for a 
“petition for alien relative” that they sent 
in last year, she said this week.

“We can breathe now and are 
being told he is not in danger of 
deportation in the next few days. 
Now we wait for a hearing!” Morales’ 
supporters said in a posting this week 
on Facebook.

IMMIGRATION LAWS
Immigration law “specifies that aliens 

unlawfully present in the United States 
will be arrested and may be detained 
pending immigration removal proceedings,” 
according to a public affairs officer with U.S. 
Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE).

In some cases, detention is mandatory by 
law. In others, an individual may be released 
if the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
or an immigration judge determines that 
the person will not pose a danger to the 
community or a risk of flight, she said.

Conditions of release can include the payment 
of an immigration bond and/or participation 
in an Alternative to Detention Program, which 
uses an electronic-monitoring device and 
case management to encourage compliance, 
the public affairs officer said by email.

Decisions concerning bond amounts are 
determined on a case-by-case basis. ICE 
considers known criminal record, history of 
immigration arrests and violations, current 
immigration status, manner of entry into 
the U.S., and ties to the community and any 
support network. ICE prioritizes detention for 
serious criminal offenders and those who pose 
a threat to public safety, the officer said.

Anyone removed by ICE is afforded due process 
in accordance with U.S. laws and regulations. 
Some are removed quickly, while others go 
through lengthier proceedings, the officer said.


