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s The city of Blaine plans to build a new road on the lower level of the Peace Portal corridor between F and H streets in downtown 
Blaine, roughly parallel to the BNSF railroad tracks, to encourage the development of a new enclave of mixed use properties.
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Source provides 
directive telling 
CBP officers to 
detain Iranian-
born travelers
B y  P a t r i c k  G r u B B

In a bulletin issued by the tactical ana-
lytical unit (TAU) in U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection’s Seattle Field Office, of-
ficers were instructed to conduct vetting 
on all individuals who met certain criteria, 
including being Iranian nationals or hav-
ing traveled to Iran. The bulletin, labeled 
“Iranian Supreme Leader Vows Forceful Re-
venge After U.S. Kills Maj. General Qassim 
Suleimani in Baghdad – Threat Alert High,” 
presented updated procedures described as 
being “best practices learned in the last 24 
hours.” Suleimani was killed in the early 
hours of Friday, January 3 by a U.S. drone 
strike near the airport in Baghdad, Iraq. 

The undated bulletin was given to The 
Northern Light by local immigration attor-
ney Len Saunders, who said he received 
it from an anonymous source. The docu-
ment has been reviewed by an individual 
familiar with CBP communications who 
described it as being consistent with previ-
ous agency directives. The individual said 
that such directives would normally be 
emailed or read aloud at briefings that oc-
cur at the beginning of shift changes. The 
fact that it was given to someone outside 
CBP was “shocking,” said the individual. 

Presumably, the directive was published 
following a teleconference on or about 
January 3 between field office directors 
and CBP Acting Commissioner Mark Mor-
gan and Deputy Commissioner Robert Pe-
rez “where the field was asked to remain 
vigilant and increase their situational 
awareness given the evolving threat envi-
ronment,” according to CBP.

The following day, Blaine-area ports of 
entry conducted “extreme vetting” of more 
than 60 travelers with Iranian backgrounds 
including U.S. citizens and permanent resi-
dents, in some cases detaining them for up 
to 12 hours. Following attention by local, na-
tional and international media, the operation 
was suspended. At the time, a national CBP 
spokesperson stated that there had been no 
directive to detain Iranian-Americans based 
on their country of origin. A local CBP press 
officer said that he had nothing to add to the 
comments made by the national office.

The directive obtained by The Northern 
Light states: “Effective immediately, TAU will 

The city of Blaine has plans to develop 
the alley that is located below and to the 
west of Peace Portal Drive and is rough-
ly parallel to the BNSF railroad tracks. By 
building a road on the lower level of the 
Peace Portal corridor between F and H 
streets, the city hopes to encourage mixed 
uses in the area, bringing in more sales tax 
and other revenue.

With the development of the west side of 
Peace Portal Drive proceeding at a steady 
pace, development of the lower level could 
be an interesting next step. The project 
could create a hidden enclave of business-
es, offices and even residential spaces, add-
ing an exciting new dimension to Blaine’s 
downtown core.

The alley next to the railroad tracks that 
will be developed is known as the “Peace 
Portal West Alley” or the “BNSF Alley,” a 
reference to the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe railway company that operates cross-

border freight trains that run through 
downtown Blaine.

Using a grant from the Port of Belling-
ham, the city of Blaine hired an engineer 
in 2017 in order to study the project. The 
grant came from the port’s Small City Eco-
nomic Development Fund, and it funded 
50 percent of a $30,000 design for a road 
along the lower section of Peace Portal 
Drive between F Street and H Street. “The 
fact that we were able to get grant funding 
for the design was terrific,” said Blaine pub-
lic works director Ravyn Whitewolf. 

The engineering firm, Bellingham-based 
Pacific Survey and Engineering Inc., did 
a topographic survey and developed plan 
drawings for the city’s access easement that 
is adjacent to the BNSF mainline. “They 
took that [access easement], surveyed it 
and essentially developed plan drawings 
for bid in that easement,” said Whitewolf.

The new road adjacent to the railroad 
tracks would be funded entirely by the 
city of Blaine, using revenue from the city’s 

Transportation Benefit District (TBD). 
“With Hughes Avenue and [the second 
phase of] the Peace Portal Community 
Trail done, we decided to go ahead and 
fund this entirely with local funds for 

City plans to develop alley below Peace Portal Drive

(See BNSF Alley, page 2) 

B y  J a m i  m a k a n

1

FINLANDIA
Giora Schmidt, violin
FEB 9, 3PM MT BAKER THEATRE
TIX: (360) 734-6080 OR WWW.BELLINGHAMSYMPHONY.ORG

(See CBP, page 13) 
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This space can be yours  
for only $37 per week.

13 week commitment. Call 332-1777 to reserve.
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DRAYTON HARBOR
   OYSTERS

Served Raw, Grilled, Fried, Stewed  
& other delicious Seafood Specialities

Local Craft Beers & Wine

685 Peace Portal Dr. • Downtown Blaine

Farm Fresh Oysters

360-656-5958 DraytonHarborOysters.com

Keep Full Service • Budget Payment Plan • Tank Installation & Rental
Modern Equipment • Safety Checks • Locally Owned & Operated

360 332-3121 2163 Nature’s Path Way • Blaine
Fill your bottles - Easy RV access

Proud supporters of the 
Blaine Community!

Formerly 1st Propane of Whatcom County

758 Peace Portal • Blaine
360-332-4045

Great Authentic
Mexican Food

277 G Street •  Downtown Blaine
360-392-0955

TheVaultWine.com        TheVaultWine

     Celebrating 90 years!
Auto & Residential Glass

To Our Canadian Friends

Enjoy Huge Savings with U.S. Prices

www.louisautoglass.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1929!

1512 N. State St.

Bellingham

(360) 734-3840

407 19th St.

Lynden

(360) 354-3232

1721 E. College Way

Mt. Vernon

(360) 424-9759

Windshield Replacement Rock Chip Repairs

Free Pick up & Delivery

Free Loaner Cars

2011 Large Business of the Year

Spring Special!

Must present ad for special. Not valid with any other offers. Expires June 30, 2014.

Dinner on Us and a Can of Glass Cleaner

with every windshield purchased and installed

Louis Auto Glass

The Only Validated 

Auto Glass Company

in Whatcom & Skagit 

Counties.

We Guarantee Your Safety

BELLINGHAM
1512 N. State St. • 360-734-3840

Louis’

LYNDEN
407 19th St. • 360-354-3232

www.LouisAutoGlass.com
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Semiahmoo Resort will be 
hosting a bartending competition 
on Tuesday, February 4 as part of 
Bellingham Cocktail Week. 

The Cut/Off Bartending Com-
petition, modeled after the tele-
vision show “Chopped” on the 
Food Network, will take place in 
the resort’s Packers Kitchen and 
Bar from 4 to 7 p.m. It will feature 
three preliminary rounds, with 
each contestant crafting a cock-
tail out of a basket of mystery 
ingredients in 10 minutes or less. 

Cocktails will be judged by a 
panel of bar industry experts as 
well as a popular vote from the 
audience. Winners of each of the 
three preliminary rounds will com-
pete in the final Cut/Off cham-
pionship where a winner will be 
crowned. The winner will receive a 

cash prize in addition to a donation 
to the charity of their choice.

Local bartenders are encouraged 
to enter the competition. The fee 
to compete is $25 and general 
admission for audience members 
costs $20. Audience members 
will be able to enjoy tastes of 
the cocktails and tokens to vote 
for their favorites, as well as 
a front row seat to witness all 
of the action. Information and 
tickets are available online at 
semiahmoo.com.

For Bellingham Cocktail Week, 
the resort will also be offering a 
featured cocktail, Orion’s Night-
cap, for $12 from Saturday, Febru-
ary 1 through Sunday, February 9. 
The drink’s ingredients are: Wood-
ford Reserve Bourbon Whiskey, 
Skrewball Peanut Butter Whiskey, 
Chambord, Amaro, Orange Twist, 
Woodford Bourbon Cherry.

Also in February, the resort is 
continuing its Semiahmoo Sips 
series, in which people can take 
part in fun and interactive cock-
tail classes every Thursday at 
Packers from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
at a cost of $20 per person. Each 
week will feature a different type 
of liquor, with an expert guiding 
you through its history, back-
ground and the best way to in-
corporate it into cocktails. 

Each class will end with the 
creation of two cocktails to en-
joy. The classes in February are 
on February 6 (Tequila featur-
ing Coa Tequila), February 13 
(Whiskey featuring Woodford 
Reserve), February 20 (Liqueurs 
featuring Salish Sea Organic Li-
queurs) and February 27 (Bran-
dy featuring Remy). Information 
and tickets are available online at 
semiahmoo.com. 

Semiahmoo Resort hosting bartending competition on February 4
B y  J a m i  m a k a n 

s In February, Semiahmoo Resort will be hosting a bartending 
competition and cocktail-making classes.
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Now in its 23rd year, the annual 
Arts & Jazz fundraiser will feature 
musical performances and an auc-
tion on Saturday, February 1 in 
the Blaine Middle School cafete-
ria. Funds raised at the event will 
be used to offer arts scholarships 
and to assist the theater, band, 
choir and visual art programs at 
Blaine High School (BHS).

Members of the Blaine com-
munity are encouraged to attend 
this year’s event, which will start 
at 7 p.m. with admission costing 
$7 for adults and $5 for students 
and seniors. 

This year’s auction items will 
include reserved front row tick-
ets to the 2020 BHS graduation 
ceremony and a certificate for 
driver’s license courses with 

Nelson Driving School com-
plete with an emergency road 
kit, as well as gift certificates for 
getaways, food, recreation and 
goods and services from various 
individuals and businesses.  

Other auction items will in-
clude a golfing package from Sil-
ver Reef Casino, quilts and paint-
ings by Whatcom County artists 
and donations from a number of 
cottage industries in Blaine, said 
Dorita Gray, who is one of the 
event organizers. “We’ve had so 
many people who have donated 
for years, and that’s just a won-
derful feeling and I’m very grate-
ful for that,” she said.

Prior to the auction, there will be 
a special performance by The Jan-
sen Jazz Band under the direction of 
Steve Herrick, as well as members 
of Blaine Jazz Band Alumni. The 

BHS choir and jazz band will also 
perform, and some BHS theater arts 
students are expected to volunteer 
as announcers and greeters.

During the event, the annual 
Friend of the Arts Award will be 
presented to Sabrina Gomez-Van-
nelli. Gomez-Vannelli is lead vo-
calist for the Bilongo Quintet and 
is the owner, founder and artistic 
director of Blaine’s Day-to-Day 
Dance Studio. “We think what 
Sabrina’s added to our commu-
nity is definitely artful and has 
made Blaine a more artful place 
to live,” said Gray.

Blaine senior Megan Tran’s 
piece “Please Be Patient” was se-
lected for this year’s Arts & Jazz 
poster. The selection of Tran 
as this year’s artist of note was 
made at the 2019 Evening of the 
Arts event on May 30 last year.

Arts & Jazz fundraiser to feature
musical performances and auction
B y  J a m i  m a k a n 

be operating 24x7 working with 
TTRT (tactical terrorism response 
team) and frontline officers to con-
duct vetting on all individuals that 
meet the following criteria:

All persons (males and females) 
born after 1961 and born before 
2001 with links (place of birth, 
travel, citizenship) or any nexus 
to the following countries …”

The directive then lists Irani-
an and Lebanese nationals and 
Palestinians as well as persons 
of any other nationality who had 
traveled to Iran or Lebanon.

The bulletin instructs officers 
to conduct secondary inspec-
tions and use the “CTR” form 
(a counterterrorism checklist) 
before contacting the TTRT or 
TAU. Under a section labeled 
“High Side Vetting Criteria,” of-
ficers were instructed to look for 
connections to the military, ex-
tremist ideology, criminality or 
deceptive behaviors. 

The bulletin is consistent with 
published interviews of some de-
tained travelers who reported be-
ing asked about whether they or 
other relatives had ever served in 

CBP ...
From page 1

the Iranian armed forces. 
In an article published January 

22, The Northern Light broke the 
story of a local CBP whistleblow-
er who said Iranian-born travel-
ers were detained at other bor-
der crossings in the Blaine sector 
as well. Travelers were selected 
for counterterrorism inspections 
based solely upon their national 
origin, the CBP officer said, add-

ing that there were no immigra-
tion or customs reasons to detain 
them. Once the detentions became 
national news, Blaine port director 
Kenneth Williams put out a direc-
tive on January 5 at 1 p.m. saying 
the operation was suspended, the 
CBP officer said. 

A copy of the bulletin obtained 
by The Northern Light is available 
online at thenorthernlight.com.

s The CBP bulletin that instructed U.S. border agents to detain 
travelers who were born in Iran or met certain other criteria. The full 
document can be read online at thenorthernlight.com.
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