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Warm Beach residents track duo 
harassing whale in Port Susan

Filing 
Week 
is here

Dead gray whale stranded near Everett, towed to Camano

Whale deaths spike

By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

One black bear’s tour of the islands 
is continuing, it seems.

Reported sightings of the so-far 
docile creature place it on northwest 
Camano Island on April 25. The next 
week, he apparently swam across 
Saratoga Passage to the Coupeville 
area of Whidbey Island. A week after 
that he apparently swam across Cornet 
Bay to Fidalgo Island. On Saturday, 
he apparently made it to Orcas Island.

“It’s certainly unique,” Ralph 
Downes, a state Department of Fish and 
Wildlife enforcement offi cer, told the 
Whidbey News-Times. “It’s not impos-
sible. Bears are excellent swimmers.”

According to Bear Life, “North 
American black bears like to swim. 
If there is water where they live, they 
will exploit it for food. Since bears 
like to hunt fi sh, they are not shy of 
water. In fact, their baby cubs take to 
the water quickly. … They use their 
powerful front and hind legs to paddle 
swiftly through water and are actually 

graceful swimmers.”
They are known to trek across the 

waters of British Columbia to numer-
ous islands, including Vancouver 
Island.

This young bear, which Downes 
estimates to be around 4 years old and 
400 pounds, is the fi rst confi rmed bear 
sighting on Camano, Whidbey and 
Fidalgo islands in decades.

“We have been tracking the bear for 
about two weeks now,” Fish & Wild-
life offi cer Andrew Stout said.

On May 6, the bear was seen on 
video emerging from the Anacortes 
Community Forest Lands and into a 
neighborhood.

“We believe he started near Arling-
ton, swam to Camano Island and then 
to Whidbey, walked up Whidbey to 
Hoypus Point, swam to Dewey Beach 
and found his way to the Rock Ridge 
area,” Stout said. “He’s very mobile.”

Though it has covered many miles, 
it has had little contact with humans 
and “he’s not a huge fan of cars or of 
barking dogs,” Downes said.

Stout said his guess is that the bear 
is a young male seeking a mate, as he 
has not been reported tampering with 
trash or causing other problems in 
residential areas.

“He just seems to be going for a 
walk,” he said. “Who knows where 
he’s going to go next. I hope he goes 
east and fi nds himself back up in the 
woods and fi nds himself a nice lady 
bear.”

Wandering bear looking for food, love

Bowling thrives 
in Stanwood
SPORTS  B1

Stanwood moves 
ahead on Viking Way 
project | B9

It’s time to vote!
Cast your ballot in Best Of and for 

Community Woman and Man of the Year

See Pages A6-A7 & B14

Candidates 
must declare 
this week
By SC NEWS STAFF

Want to join the school 
board or the city council? Now 
is the time to declare candi-
dacy.

Washington State Candidate 
Filing Week is May 13-17. 
On Camano Island 12 posi-
tions are up for election and 18 
positions in the Stanwood area 

in Snohomish 
County.

Stanwood 
City Council, 
Stanwood-
Camano School 
Board, Camano 
Island Fire and 

Rescue and North County Fire 
Authority commissioners are 
four of the local organizations 
with seats open this election 
season.

Four Stanwood-Camano 
School Board seats are up 
for election this year, and 
incumbents Ken Christoferson 
and Natalie Hagglund said 
they plan to fi le to retain their 
seats. Board director Julie 
Dean said she would not seek 
reelection.

“Though it has been a great 
honor to serve my community 
for three terms, I have decided 
to open the opportunity to oth-
ers,” Dean wrote in an email. 
“I still plan to stay connected 
through the many volunteer 
needs in supporting our stu-
dents.”

Four Stanwood City 
Council seats also are up for 
election this cycle. Incum-
bents Elizabeth Callaghan 
and Tim Pearce said they 
will seek to retain their seats. 
Kelly McGill announced last 
month he would not seek 
reelection.
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A dead 
gray whale 
was towed 
last week 
to south 
Camano 
where it 
will feed 
scavenger 
birds and 
crab.

COURTESY OF WDFW

Department of Fish and Wildlife towed a dead gray whale from a populated south Everett beach to an isolated beach on 
south Camano Island on Tuesday, May 7.

COURTESY PHOTO

Anacortes resident Richard 
Morse’s front door camera 
caught this black bear passing 
through his neighborhood.

COURTESY OF JACK ARCHIBALD

By PEGGY WENDEL   |  Staff Reporter

As biologists wonder what’s driving this year’s 
uptick in gray whale deaths, Everett is added to 
the list of stranded whale locations. 

A gray whale was found dead on a south Everett 
beach Sunday, May 5. By Tuesday afternoon, May 7, Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife was towing it to Camano Island. 
Research biologist Jessie Huggins is the stranding coordinator 
with Cascadia Research Collective who led an examination 
of the whale. She was joined on Camano Island, Thursday, 
May 9, by Cascadia Research, WDFW, and World Vets. 

They determined that the whale was a 42-foot female. 
“The cause of death was not immediately apparent but 

appeared consistent with nutritional stress,” Huggins said. 
“Additional tests will be performed on tissues collected to 
further evaluate the condition of the whale.”

 ■ SEE WHALE, A8

By PEGGY WENDEL 
Staff Reporter

Two jet skiers didn’t know who 
they were up against when they 
set out to harass a gray whale in 
Port Susan Bay. On Sunday, May 
5, when the jet skiers returned for 
the third time, the tight-knit Warm 
Beach rallied to protect the whale 
and nab the harassers.

Warm Beach resident Sarah 
Denby said they could hear a whale 
near shore. They went to look and 

saw a gray whale really close, 
maybe 200 yards from shore at 
high tide.

Then two jet skiers came from 
the north. 

“At fi rst I thought they didn’t 
see there was a whale, so I was 
waving my arms. Then I realized 
the whale was their destination, so 
I started yelling at them. I could 
hear neighbors doing the same,” 
Denby said.

 ■ SEE HARASS, A8
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obituarieS

CELEBRATION
OF LIFE

Ramona  Jacobson,  89,
of Stanwood, passed away
peacefully  Friday,  Feb.
15,  2019. 

A  Celebration  of  Life-
for  friends  and  family,
will  be  held  Saturday,
May  18,  Freeborn
Church, 2 p.m. in the af-
ternoon.

GERALD 'JERRY'
FITTERER

Jerry  passed  away
peacefully  Sunday  morn-
ing on April 14, 2019, at
the age of 83.

Jerry was born in North
Dakota.  He  fell  in  love
with  Washington  State
when  he  joined  the  Air
Force  and  was  stationed
in Spokane. He treasured
the  area's  mountains,
lakes and Puget Sound. 

Jerry was  a  fan  of  bas-
ketball, football and Clint
Eastwood  movies.  Most
of his career was in bank-
ing with his  last position
as  manager  of  the  Stan-
wood Branch of Whidbey
Island Bank. He retired in
2004.

Jerry is survived by his
wife  of  43  years,  Sally,
and  his  three  children;
Tom  (Kathy),  Scott
(Kara), and Kathy (Mike)
Ressler;  his  eight  grand-
children  and  three  great-
grandchildren; and his sis-
ter Lorraine (Paul) Steck-
ler.

Honoring  his  wishes,
there  was  no  funeral.  A
memorial is planned for a
later  date  at  the  Tahoma
National  Cemetery  in
Kent, Washington for vet-
erans.

Jerry, you will be loved
and  live  forever  in  our
hearts and memories.

LAUREL LEE
BELDEN

October 31, 1940 - 
April 16, 2019

On  Tuesday,  April  16,
2019, Laurel (Lollie)  Lee
Belden,  mother  of  seven
children,  passed  away  at
the age of 78 with her son
at her side. 

Lollie was born on Oc-
tober  31,  1940  in Tama-
rack, Idaho, to Roy Baker
and Emma Nielson. Lollie
was a loving mother, sis-
ter, friend and wife.

Lollie  was  preceded  in
death by her husband Ivan
Belden  and  son  Michael
Breshears. 

Lollie  is  survived  by
her  six  children:  Tamara
Heinrich, Craig Breshears,
Shellene  Mueller,  Sean
DiAnda,  Tanya  Dill  and
Cory Belden;  her  brother
Noel  Baker  and  sister
Maxine Drake and several
grandchildren  and  great-
grandchildren.

Lollie  was  known  for
her  infectious  smile  and
her kind and compassion-
ate  spirit.  Lollie  loved to
spend  time  with  her
friends  and  companion
Bob Anderson. 

She  played  Tuesday
cribbage with her friends,
Myrna  Nielson,  Carol
Walker  and  Dorothy
Land.  Lollie  loved  her
friends  at  both  the  Stan-
wood  Eagles  and  the
Stanwood  American  Le-
gion  and  was  an  active
member  of  the  Auxiliary
in both. 

Lollie loved to try new
restaurants and take drives
with Bob in the country to
soak  in  the  scenery.  She
also  loved  her  Sedro-
Woolley  bunch  who  she
would meet up with every
other  Thursday.  Lollie
loved  her  Monday  night
bingo at  the  Legion with
her friends Carol Walker,
Joan  McKean  and  of
course Bob. 

She was an avid fan of
Wheel  of  Fortune  and
made a point of watching
every night at 7 p.m. She
loved to make homemade
candy  at  Christmas  and
give it to all her friends, a
tradition that is carried on
by her children. 

Lollie  was also  known
for  her  mischievous  an-
tics;  she  once  dyed  her
son  Craig's  dog  pink
while  she  was  visiting
him.  She  always  had
quick  one  liners.  We
would ask her where she
was  going,  and  her  re-
sponse  was  always  “to
hell  and  back  if  I  don't
find my way.”  She had a
zest  for  life as shown by
her charter membership in
the Mat-Su, Alaska Chap-
ter  of  the  Harley Owners
Group. 

Her  friends  loved  and
adored her and Lollie will
be deeply missed! 

There  will  be  a  Cele-
bration of  Life  for  Lollie
on  May  19,  2019,  at  the
Stanwood  American  Le-
gion Post 92, 26921 88th
Ave  NW, Stanwood WA
98292, from 2-5 p.m. The
family would love to have
you  come  and  share  re-
membrances of our Lollie,
she was a wonderful per-
son and will be fondly re-
membered  by  all  who
knew her.

Suggested  memorial
donations to the Stanwood
American  Legion,  Frank
Hancock  Post  92  or  the
Stanwood  Eagles,  FOE
3041.

Gilbertson  Funeral
Home 
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LORY JEAN
LUKEHART

March 8, 1952 -
March 27, 2019

Lory  Lukehart  (Gilbert)
died  with  her  family  by
her  side  on  March  27,
2019.  She  was  67  years
old.  Lory  was  born  on
March 8, 1952 to her par-
ents  Merna  and  Jim
Gilbert. 

Lory  was  a  beautiful
woman  that  was  funny
and  caring.  She  loved  to
help people and take care
of  others,  that  was  her
way and her gift.

Lory is survived by her
daughter  and  son-in-law,
Trinity  Lukehart  and
Cameron Fredley; her son
and daughter-in-law,  Ben
Lukehart  and  Lauren
Lukehart;  her  son  and
daughter-in-law,  Ken
Lukehart  and  Kelsey
Lukehart;  and  10  grand-
children. 

Lory is also survived by
her father, Jim Gilbert and
her  siblings,  Wendal
Gilbert,  Yvonne  Thomle
and  Tom  Gilbert.  She  is
preceded  in death by her
mother Merna Gilbert. 

We  will  be  holding  a
Celebration  of  Life  for
Lory on Sunday, May 19,
at Our Saviour's Lutheran
Church in Stanwood from
3-6 p.m. Please come and
enjoy  a  spaghetti  dinner
with us in memory of our
beloved mother, Lory.

LORY JEAN
LUKEHART

March 8, 1952 -
March 27, 2019

Lory  Lukehart  (Gilbert)
died  with  her  family  by
her  side  on  March  27,
2019.  She  was  67  years
old.  Lory  was  born  on
March 8, 1952 to her par-
ents  Merna  and  Jim
Gilbert. 

Lory  was  a  beautiful
woman  that  was  funny
and  caring.  She  loved  to
help people and take care
of  others,  that  was  her
way and her gift.

Lory is survived by her
daughter  and  son-in-law,
Trinity  Lukehart  and
Cameron Fredley; her son
and daughter-in-law,  Ben
Lukehart  and  Lauren
Lukehart;  her  son  and
daughter-in-law,  Ken
Lukehart  and  Kelsey
Lukehart;  and  10  grand-
children. 

Lory is also survived by
her father, Jim Gilbert and
her  siblings,  Wendal
Gilbert,  Yvonne  Thomle
and  Tom  Gilbert.  She  is
preceded  in death by her
mother Merna Gilbert. 

We  will  be  holding  a
Celebration  of  Life  for
Lory on Sunday, May 19,
at Our Saviour's Lutheran
Church in Stanwood from
3-6 p.m. Please come and
enjoy  a  spaghetti  dinner
with us in memory of our
beloved mother, Lory.

MARGARET A.
STARK

July 13, 1920 -
May 5, 2019

Margaret  Ann  Stark
passed peacefully on May
5, 2019. Born in Oroville,
Wash., to Frank and Nor-
ma Taylor, she was the el-
dest  of  three  raised  in
Tacoma. 

After  graduating  with
honors  and  Who's  Who
from  Pacific  Lutheran
University,  she  married
her  high  school  sweet-
heart, John W. Stark. 

After  the  war  they  set-
tled  in  Kirkland,  Wash.,
where  they  raised  two
daughters.  Next  to  her
family,  Margaret's  great-
est  passion  was  being  a
member  of  the  Frederick
Faucet  Guild,  raising
money for  Children's Or-
thopedic Hospital in Seat-
tle.  She  also  transported
cancer  patients  to  their
treatments  in  Seattle,
where  on  one  occasion
she literally  bumped  into
John Wayne while he was
filming McQ. 

Margaret  was  preceded
in  death  by  her  parents,
husband  John,  daughter
Jan  Nelson,  brother  and
sister Richard Taylor  and
Frances Pugnetti. 

She  is  survived  by  her
youngest  daughter,
Kathryn  Mistler,  five
grandchildren  11  great-
grandchildren,  many
great-great  grandchildren
that she never got the op-
portunity to meet, and nu-
merous  nieces  and
nephews  who  meant  the
world to her. 

At her request, there will
be  no  funeral  but  if  you
would  like  to  honor  her
memory,  she  asked  that
any donations be made to
Children's  Orthopedic
Hospital in Seattle.

Harass
 ■ From A1

The whale moved away and then 
spouted. The jet skiers zoomed over 
to the spouting water, running over 
the whale’s submerged body in the 
shallow bay. 

Denby called 911 and was connect-
ed to the U.S. Coast Guard. mean-
while the jet skiers continued their 
“game.” Denby caught it on video.

For a good 20 minutes, they’d wait 
for the whale to spout, and then zoom 
over the whale, she said.  

Besides the noise, Denby said gas 
and fumes were contaminating the 
area where the whale was trying to 
eat shrimp. The jet skiers completely 
scared the whale away from eating, 
forcing it to move 600 yards south of 
where it had been, she said.

“So, we had a “Don’t mess with 
Warm Beach” situation,” said Denby, 

who decided to “cut them off at the 
pass.”

She called Jennifer Kelly, who lives 
near the beach, to say the jet skiers were 
heading her way. 

Kelly said she hopped in the car, and 
with her husband Jerry at the wheel, 
they drove along the shore, tailing the 
jet skiers to their home. She jumped 
out and snapped their photos, got the 
address and yelled at them. 

They weren’t just kids, they were 
young adults who should have known 

better, Kelly said.
“They just brushed me off,” she said. 

“They said, ‘we were just looking at 
them (the whales).’” 

When Kelly got home, she said she 
talked to Coast Guard and state Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife staff and sub-
mitted her evidence, as did Denby. They 
hope officials will take it from there.

“It was heartwarming to know every-
one pooled together to stop it,” Denby 
said of the whale harassment. “Save the 
whale, save the world, right?”

Filing
 ■ From A1

Filing offices are open at 9 a.m. 
monday, may 13, and close at 4 p.m. 
Friday, May 17. All filings and ap-
plicable (nonrefundable) fees must be 
received no later than 4:30 p.m. may 
17, to appear on 2019 election ballots.

Voter’s Pamphlet information about 
candidates must be submitted online, 
along with photos, by 5 p.m. Friday, 
may 24.

Where & how to file
• Island County: Candidates can file 

online at islandcountywa.gov, via US 
mail or in person at the Elections of-
fice in Coupeville or 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
weekdays at the Camano Annex on 
Camano Island.

• Snohomish County: Candidates 
must file in person at the Elections 
Office in Everett or visit sos.wa.gov/
elections/auditors, or email elec-
tions@snoco.org or call 425-388-
3444, for requirements and to see if 
online filing is offered.

• State: For state, federal or multi-
county offices, file online at vote.
wa.gov, in person at the Secretary of 
State’s office in Olympia; by mail to 
Candidate Filing, Office of Secretary 
of State, Po Box 40229, olympia, 
WA 98504-0229. An email address is 
required. 

To see a list of open offices or 
information about becoming a 
candidate, along with required fees 
and where and how to post campaign 
signs, visit sos.wa.gov, select Elec-
tions.

Whale
 ■ From A1

While she and her crew 
conducted the necropsy, 
other biologists surveyed 
the area’s live mammals. 

When gray whales are 
migrating southbound 
and during mating season, 
they don’t eat, Huggins 
said. Northbound, they 
graze on the way, but are 
more focused on their 
migration. Since 1990, 
“The Sounders,” a dozen 
identified gray whales, 
take a springtime pit stop 
near Whidbey Island. 

“This particular whale 
was probably not doing 
well, lagging behind in 
the migration, looking for 
something to eat,” Hug-
gins said.

There was a live 
stranding at the same 
location in 2010, three 
mornings in a row at low 
tide, she said. The grays 
eat in shallow water. It’s 
a risky eating strategy 
when the tide’s going out.

The undisclosed Cama-
no location was selected 
because it’s fairly remote 
and the decomposing 
whale shouldn’t bother 
the human residents. It’s 
a process that could take 
a few weeks or more, 
depending on the tide, 
location and amount of 
scavenging, she said. 

“It’ll be feeding the 
crabs when the tide’s high 
and feeding the eagles 
and gulls and other scav-
engers when the tide’s 
low,” Huggins said.

Human scavengers take 
note: it’s illegal to possess 
marine mammal parts 
without permits, even if 
they’re dead. Besides, the 
parts are really stinky.

The whale was dis-
covered Sunday, may 5, 
about 12:30 p.m. when 
Debbie ritchhart looked 
out her south Everett 
living room window and 
saw a whale washed up 
on the beach. She and 
architect husband Brian 
ritchhart live a block 
from the water on ma-
drona Avenue just north 
of Harborview Park.

“We’ve lived on ma-
drona for 30 years, and 
we’ve never seen any-
thing like that,” he said. 
Worried that the whale 
was sick and needed help, 
Debbie ritchhart called 
911 and was directed to 
call marine mammal 
response.

People at marine mam-
mal response asked if 
she could take a picture. 
Brian ritchhart said 
he had a 100-foot tape 
measure, long enough 
to measure the colossal 
mammal. 

“on monday, I went 
to the beach and walked 
out on the tide flats about 
100 yards from shore. It 
was pretty mucky; I sank 
to the top of my boots 
sometimes,” he said.

The ritchharts kept 
watching the whale from 
their home. When the 
tide came back in, the 
whale was submerged 
and shifted, but was still 
there Tuesday afternoon 
when the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife arrived 
to tow the whale away as 
high tide flowed in. 

Brian ritchhart said 
the boat and whale were 
underway by 4:45 p.m. 

“This is one of 14 
(16, as of may 10) gray 
whales that have stranded 
on the coast of Washing-
ton this year. It compares 
to three to four last year. 
It’s an example of an 
increasing number of gray 
whales stranding,” said 
Public Affairs Officer Mi-
chael milstein of National 
oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. “many of 
these whales are skinny or 
emaciated to the point that 
their ribs can be seen.”

The ocean’s giants eat 
enormous amounts of tiny 
animals. Gray whales feed 
on the bottom, scooping 
up sediment from the sea 

floor and sifting out am-
phipods and zooplankton.

According to NoAA’s 
website, gray whales feed 
in the Arctic during the 
summer. During the rest 
of the year, they migrate 
12,000 miles from the 
icy Arctic waters to Baja, 
mexico’s warm lagoons 
and back again. It’s the 
longest migration of any 
mammal.

Since they don’t eat 
while migrating, this 
feeding has to see them 
through until they return 
to the Arctic. Until then, 
they live off their blubber, 
according to NoAA.

When the whales 
migrate, it’s not totally 
uncommon for some of 
them to stop in and roam 
the Sound, but typically 
they continue on their 
way, milstein said. 

“So far this year, 48 
whales have stranded 
on the West Coast. This 
compares to 25 for all of 
last year. We’ve only gone 
four months into the year 
and the count is double 
last year’s number,” mil-
stein said. 

Making a comeback
Even though the death 

count is up for gray 
whales, their population is 
thriving.

NoAA’s website says 
that in the 1700s and 
1800s, whalers hunted 
gray whales to near 
extinction. In 1946 an 
international treaty was 
signed to oversee and 
manage whale hunting. 

Protected by the 1974 
Endangered Species Act 
and NoAA’s manage-
ment, the eastern Pacific 
gray whale has recovered 
to a sustainable popula-
tion. This short video is 
free to watch: oceantoday.
noaa.gov/graywhalemi-
gration.

Today, nearly 24,000 
gray whales continue 
their annual migration 
along the coast of North 
America. The population 
is now fully recovered 
from the days of whaling, 
milstein said. 

“The population as a 
whole has been grow-
ing. As you get more and 
more whales, you would 
see more mortality. A 
number of these whales 
seem to be younger, more 
vulnerable, juveniles or 
yearlings,” he said.

He said the key ques-
tion that scientists are 
trying to answer is, why? 
Is it that the whale popu-
lation has grown beyond 
what the environment can 
feed or that the changing 
environment has less food 
available? Is there less 
food or more competi-
tion?

“That’s the question 
we’re trying to unravel,” 
he said of the more than 
30 deaths this spring on 
the West Coast.

marine mammal 
scientist Amelia Brower 
is keeping an eye on gray 
whales as an indicator 
species. She works for 
many organizations: 
Joint Institute for the 
Study of the Atmosphere 
and ocean, University 
of Washington, marine 
mammal Laboratory, 
Alaska Fisheries Sci-
ence Center and NoAA 
Fisheries.

“Climate change is real 
and it’s happening fast. 
The Arctic is the area of 
the world that is changing 
fastest. Comparing where 
gray whales are and how 
they behave over time 
may provide insight into 
how the ecosystem is 
changing,” Brower said. 
“Gray whales may be 
important sentinels of 
ecosystem changes to 
come. Everything is con-
nected. All the ecosys-
tems around the globe. 
What happens in the 
Arctic will affect the rest 
of the world.”

Reporter Peggy Wen-
del: pwendel@scnews.
com or 360-416-2189.

Beware of whales and other marine life
n Reduce speed and watch out for 

blows, dorsal fins, tail flukes. Colli-
sions with vessels are a major cause of 
injury and death for whales. 

n Observe all large whales from a 
safe distance of at least 100 yards and 
limit your time spent observing to 30 
minutes or less.

n Stop immediately if within 100 
yards and move away from the whale.

n  To report a dead, injured or 
stranded marine mammal in Washing-
ton, call 1-866-767-6114. 

n  To report harassment or other 
marine resource violation, call the 
NOAA Fisheries Enforcement Hotline 
anytime at 1-800-853-1964. 

n To learn more about marine 
wildlife, see cascadiaresearch.org or 
noaa.gov.


