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Yelm Takes Kennewick to 
the Brink in Playoff
A8

Get Ready for the 
Holidays

Clearwood 
Board to 
Publish 
Budget 
Q&As, 
Increase 
Capital 
Fund Loan

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

The Clearwood Community 
Association Board of Directors 
plans on publishing a document 
of frequently asked questions and 
answers sourced from recent town 
hall meetings and will also in-
crease the percentage it plans on 
loaning from its capital reserves. 

The move is a continuation of 
the association’s attempts to repair 
its finances after up to $400,000 
was embezzled by a former em-
ployee. 

During a special meeting on 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, at the rec-
ommendation of general man-
ager Mitch Waterman, the board 
agreed to change the notification 
it plans on printing in this year’s 
ballot to reflect an additional 
$22,000 of wiggle room. 

Living on the Edge 
of the Nisqually

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

Bill Camp, 71, breathes 
heavily through his 
nose as he tunes his 
six-string Tut Taylor 

dobro guitar on a recent cloudy 
afternoon in his office. His eyes 
stare at the clip-on tuner, glar-
ing through the square frames 
that rest above his Einstein-esque 
mustache. 

Camp wears a blue shirt with 
a diagram of an atom printed on 
it and the words “Never trust an 
atom. They make up everything” 
on it. He sits down, begins pick-
ing and slides his ring across the 
instrument. 

“We’re nothing more than a 
bunch of guys who like to pick,” 
says Camp about his group of 
friends who meet periodically 
to play Bluegrass standards and 
other tunes. 

The room gets darker with 
the setting November sun. Camp 
turns away from his computer at 
the end of a break and starts play-
ing again, his boots tapping on 
the hardwood floor. 

Camp has lived in his current 
house off Hobson Road just south 
of Yelm since January 2001. But 
over the last few years, Camp 
and his wife, Sandra Lippincott, 
have been fighting battles on two 
fronts. 

Eric Rosane / Nisqually Valley News

Bill Camp stands on the Carr family property that was purchased by the Nisqually Land Trust. The Carr family had to abandon their 
house in late 2015 after an especially bad storm ate away 70 feet of the bank that led up to their house. Unsure of when the next major 
slide will happen, Camp sold his property to the Land Trust last spring and plans on spending the rest of his days out along the river. 

Bill Camp Sells 
Eroding Property 
to Land Trust 
Amid Declining 
Health

Triad Theater Closing Doors After 8 Years 

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

The Triad Arts Theater, 
Yelm’s sole public arts venue lo-
cated in the heart of downtown, 
will close its doors at the end of 
November with hopes of finding a 
new location soon. 

The independent theater — 
which has served the community 
with independent acts, art shows, 
musical acts, lectures and other 

art for roughly 
eight years — 
announced its 
intent to not re-
new the lease at 
its current loca-
tion through its 
Facebook page. 

T h e a t e r 
staff will host 
a “Goodbye for 
Now” party Friday, Nov. 22, at 7 
p.m. at its current location at 102 
E Yelm Ave.. Entry for the public 
will be free and “beer and wine 
will be cheap,” reads the event’s 
poster. 

But stories and memories? 
Well, those will be priceless, said 
Executive Director Cameron “Ca-
lamity” Jayne. 

“There are such sweet and 
funny and hysterical moments 
we’ve had. Everyone is welcome 
to come have a bashing,” she said 
about the event. “It’s definitely a 
goodbye. For now.” 

Jayne said the theater has host-
ed more than 2,000 community 
art performances, many of them 
in partnership with local thespian 
group Standing Room Only. 
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Trees float in the Nisqually River Thursday at the neighboring former Carr family property. 

Cameron 
“Calamity” 
Jayne
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The Triad Theater announced earlier this month that they would be 
closing their doors at the end of November. 

Executives Plan to Find 
New Space in 2020
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The board now plans on trans-
ferring $220,000 from its capital 
reserves to its operations fund, and 
plans on repaying the homeowners 
association over the next calendar 
year. 

“We decided we left ourself 
no room for error,” Waterman 
said of the decision to increase the 
amount. “We thought we should 
add some contingency to this job.” 

Board President Aaron Lang 
said this was important because it 
will deter the board from coming 
back to the people if operations 
need additional funds. He also 
said that just because the board 
transfers these funds, doesn’t mean 
they’ll end up using them. 

The additional loan amount 
also comes with a 10-percent inter-
est increase the board will plan on 
repaying. 

The board also reviewed and 
analyzed a list of frequently asked 
questions and answers that it plans 

on publishing on its website soon. 
The material is sourced from ques-
tions asked by Clearwood mem-
bers at a pair of open houses. 

Clearwood’s general and op-
erations fund is about $198,000 in 
the red for this year. Board mem-
bers over the last few months have 
been taking action to improve the 
budget for the next year, which in-
clude a large transfer of funds to 
cover the deficit. 

This comes as the homeown-
ers association continues to inves-
tigate a former bookkeeper and 
her alleged coverup of potentially 
$400,000 in embezzled funds over 
a span of about four years. The 
homeowners association is looking 
at their options to take legal action. 

Dolanna K. Burnett had a pre-
vious conviction in 2014 for theft, 
identity theft and forgery while she 
worked at the Tacoma Health De-
partment. She was convicted short-
ly after she passed a background 
check to perform services at Clear-
wood Community Association. 

This year, the board approved 

roughly $206,620 from its opera-
tions budget to finish out a foren-
sic audit and other fraud and legal 
audit expenditures — an important 
action despite its financial strain. 
Lang said that number is prelimi-
nary. 

Clearwood Community Asso-
ciation will hold a special election 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, in the Lacka-

mas Elementary school gymna-
sium for members to vote on a fee 
increase and a $2-per-month spe-
cial assessment fee per lot to help 
cover the interest on the loan. 

Throughout the last few weeks, 
the board has taken action to en-
sure it has better oversight over the 
funds that govern the 1,355-mem-
ber homeowners association. 

210 103rd Ave. S.e. - Yelm - 360-458-2255
Sun - Thur 7 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. • Fri & Sat 7 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

C
H

602969bb

WE ARE
OPEN

ON
THANKSGIVING

7 A.M. - 2 P.M

C
H

60
24

24

Insure it all. Prices fall.
+ + +

 

23
43

53

Ronelle Funk Insurance

 

360-458-6061
10501 Creek St., Ste. 3 
Yelm, WA 98597
ronellefunk@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty 
Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Insurance Co., 
2775 Sanders Rd., Northbrook, IL 60062 Northbrook, Illinois © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Call or stop by and see how much you can save.  
We're located next to the Yelm Post Office.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

We Are Welcoming  
New Patients!

502 W. Yelm Ave. • Yelm
360.458.1976

C
H

59
84

67
bb

Along with the many services 
Today’s Dental Center provides, we 

also offer Botox and Juve’derm.  
As we age our skin loses its elasticity, 
creating lines and wrinkles that make 

us appear older. By updating your 
smile using a combination of services 

we offer including teeth bleaching, 
porcelain veneers, crowns, Botox 

and Juve’derm, you can regain that 
youthful looking smile and skin! 
At TDC Doctors Judd and Sarah 
Sherman specialize in cosmetic 

dentistry using a combination of 
modern dental treatments and  

facial treatments to achieve that 
perfect smile!

Botox and Juve’derm can erase 
signs of ageing and leave you feeling 

confident and refreshed. Botox is 
most widely used to reduce frown 

and furrow lines.  Like Botox, 
Juve’derm is used to instantly 

smooth away wrinkles around the 
mouth and nose area.  In just one 
treatment you will see results and 
there is no recovery time! Doctors 

Judd and Sarah Sherman are able to 
provide anesthetize the treated areas 
before treatment which reduces the 
discomfort to practically nothing. 

Unhappy with the look of your 
smile, your lip size, or those darn 
frown lines? Set up a consultation 
today and talk about your options 
and what solution is best for you! 

Help us help you get your smile back!

Smooth Away  
Your Worries

Brought to 
you By  

Dr. Sarah & 
Dr. JuDD 
Sherman
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The first battle started nearby. 
Just 100 feet from his house, 

the Nisqually River has slowly 
eroded parts of his property, 
threatening his land and the 
three-bedroom, two-bathroom 
house where they live. 

Camp has also been dealing 
with a heart disease that has re-
cently impaired his health and 
shortened his lifespan. He and 
his doctors don’t know how much 
time he has left. 

“I have no clue,” Camp said, 
prefacing the statement with a 
laugh. “They say, ‘well, could be 
tomorrow.’”

Camp said he contracted the 
heart defect after being exposed 
to Agent Orange, a cancer-caus-
ing defoliant, while he served as 
an Army sergeant in the Vietnam 
War. 

While his health hasn’t im-
proved much over the year, at least 
Camp won’t leave Lippincott and 
his empty nest empty-handed. 

Last spring, the Nisqually 
Land Trust purchased Camp’s 
property at market value — esti-
mated at about $258,700, accord-
ing to Thurston County Asses-
sor’s Office — to save him not 
only from the inevitable destruc-
tion of his property, but to use 
the property and others around 
it to improve salmon habitats on 
the Nisqually River and Toboton 
Creek. 

Camp also gave a portion of 
the property and a stewardship 
donation to help cover the costs 
of demolishment, said Executive 
Director Joe Kane. 

Their land, along with other 
recent acquisitions, will be tagged 
on to the nearby Wilcox Reach 
project. 

“The Nisqually Land Trust 
saved our ass,” Camp said. “And 
we’re thankful ... We’re not main-
taining this place for equity and 
value, we’re just maintaining it for 
old people’s farting.” 

Camp and Lipincott will stay 
on the property until they are no 
longer physically able to or until 
Camp dies, whichever comes first, 
they say. 

Their situation, while disheart-
ening, isn’t a new phenomenon.  

Almost four years ago, a mili-
tary family of four living next 
door, the Carr family, lost their 
home after the river eroded a 
large portion of their property 
when a large storm increased the 
water flow. 

The Land Trust eventually 
purchased the Carr family’s land 
as well as a property on the oth-
er side of Camp’s house. Today, 
Camp’s neighborhood is mostly 
silent, as their two neighbors took 
buyouts from Land Trust. They’re 
the last residents living on their 
drive, and the couple said expe-
riencing the Carr incident was a 
wakeup call. 

Outside, Camp and Lippincott 
point out the small tree saplings 
the Land Trust has planted along 
the river and creek, which will 
eventually cool salmon habitats 
and provide small bits of stabili-
zation for the eroding geography. 

Lippincott walks their 
12-year-old Great Pyrenees dog, 
Lovejoy. Camp ventures from 
a yellow and white riding lawn 
mower with one tail light out. 

He points out a dry bank 
across the river from where the 
former Carr residence used to 
stand, over on the Pierce County 
side. The Nisqually, Camp said, 
used to flow through the dry em-
bankment. But because of the 

movement of the Nisqually and 
increased river flows due to up-
stream dams, Camp estimates the 
river has eaten up about 1.5 acres 
of his property since he moved to 
Yelm, although he’s never had a 
formal survey of the land. 

Another problem is the salm-
on, which Camp, formerly an avid 
flyfisher, said are scarce. Camp 
pointed to the overarching trees 
and the river basin and noted that 
the presence of wildlife is a good 
indicator of how the salmon runs 
are. 

“They’re here, but there should 
be a feast,” Camp said. “That’s 
what would really make this place 
explode, is a big food source.” 

Due to Camp’s deteriorat-
ing health, both the Land Trust 
and the small family of two feel 
there’s no reason to rush the pro-
cess of moving out. Camp said 
he’s ready to die on his land, in 
his forever home, and he does 
have time — and about 100 feet 
of buffer between the river and 
their house. 

The one thing Camp and Lip-
pincott say they cannot negotiate 
on is their failing well, which they 
say could go out with another bad 
storm. At that point, they said 
they plan on moving to Vancou-
ver, where they’ll live with fam-
ily. 

“That’s when we move,” 
Camp said. “Got to take a warm 
shower.” 

Lippincott said they didn’t 
come into the agreement with the 
Land Trust easy. There was much 
debate about the ethics of sell-
ing their home, especially with 
the uneasy land. Still, Lippincott 
said, they were the third people to 
own this house. 

“People would say you had to 
sell, but we just didn’t feel it was 
principled to do that. It wasn’t the 
right thing to do. The realtors said 
we could sell it ... and it just didn’t 
seem right,” Lippincott said. 

“But, selling the house, you’d 
have to get someone dumb enough 
to buy a house that’s aimed at, 
locked-and-loaded, the full power 
of the Nisqually River.” 

Kane, executive director of 
Nisqually Land Trust, said the 
geology around this section of the 
Nisqually River is problematic. 
The land underneath their feet is 
unstable and is essentially made 
out of the same geologic rock as 
the floodplains miles down the 
river. 

“Down there, as you get along 
into that main flood area, espe-

cially near the Wilcox Refuge, 
it’s a lot of sand and mud,” Kane 
explained. “(The river) sweeps 
like a windshield wiper along that 
floodplain overtime.” 

Despite living with sand un-
derneath, Camp said living along 
the Nisqually River has been 
something of a naturalist’s dream. 

Camp said they’ve hosted 
a number of musical jam ses-
sions in their backyard, along the 
Nisqually. They’re most memo-
rable event was the aptly-titled 
“Moon-Howl Pick,” which they 
hosted just a few years ago. 

“It was a full moon early in 
the evening, there were a bunch 
of coyotes and everybody came 
over. We played lots of music and 
howled at the coyotes. Now, how 
could it get any better?” Camp 
said. “This little hollow down 
here is interesting — there’s an 
acoustic phenomenon down here. 
You don’t have to use all that 
much volume to hold sound in the 
air… the sound just rang all the 
way out here without a PA sys-
tem.” 

And, for Camp and his band-
mates, that’s just added to their 
appreciation of the river. 

Jayne said the Triad is leaving 
the Wolf Building because, despite 
a year filled with sold-out perfor-
mances, there’s been little room for 
upgrading the building and the the-
ater has outgrown it.

Add recent rent increases and 
minor contention between Jayne 

and the buildings owner, Steve 
Craig, and it was simply time to 
move on, she said. 

”This was not a house, or an 
amphitheater or a theater or a 
building for people to come in to 
use. It was a home for the arts. We 
created the ambience. We merged 
with any of the artists in the com-
munity. That was the purpose, to 
allow all artists … it was eclectic,” 

Jayne said. 
Over the last few months, the 

Triad has attempted to find a new 
home in south Yelm, Jayne said. 
But many things, including her at-
tempted run for city council, have 
delayed the search efforts, she said.  

One of the first buildings 
the theater looked at was the old 
Mariachi-Arnolds building next 
to Goodwill, but that ultimately 

got purchased before Jayne could 
make a move. 

Jayne said the Triad is still 
looking at a few buildings as they 
go into a brief hiatus. She estimates 
the theater will reopen in January 
at a new location. 

While the prospects of having 
a new creative space may be excit-
ing, Jayne said she’s going to miss 
the iconic downtown building on 

the corner of Yelm Avenue and 
First Street. 

“It’s like a love affair. And you 
know what I was always taught? 
Never fall in love with any business 
that you do. But that has never been 
the case, I’ve always fallen in love 
with whatever I do,” Jayne said. 

For more information on The 
Triad’s “Goodby for Now” party, 
visit their Facebook page.

Eric Rosane / Nisqually Valley News

Bill Camp rides his lawnmower Thursday afternoon as his wife, 
Sandra Lipincott, walks their 12-year-old Great Pyrenees Lovejoy. 
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In his small office space, Bill Camp gets picks out of a pocket to 
play his slide-string guitar. Camp, an avid Bluegrass musician, has 
lived on the Nisqually River since 2001 out in the Bald Hill area. 
With the river eating away at his property, and heart disease eating 
away at his health, he’s thankful the Nisqually Land Trust was able 
to purchase his property for salmon restoration. 




