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In the midst of all the noise of modern day living—car 
HQJLQHV��1DY\�MHWV��IHUU\�IRJ�KRUQV³LW�VHHPV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�ÀQG�
some quiet.

For author Steve Grace, it was in seeking a few quiet moments 
in the woods that he made an amazing discovery: in the middle 
of the Quimper Peninsula sat a secret, ancient and quiet world.

“I was mainly looking for a shortcut to avoid running on the 
road,” Grace said. He moved to Port Townsend nearly two years 
ago. A trail runner and a lover of marine biology, Grace wanted to 
ÀQG�D�SDWK�WKURXJK�KLV�QHLJKERUKRRG�IRUHVW�WR�UXQ�GRZQ�WR�&DSH�
George, where he was participating in citizen science research 
in the intertidal zone.

As he started bushwacking his way through the forest located 
EHWZHHQ�.UXVH�6WUHHW�DQG�&DSH�*HRUJH�5RDG�WR�FUHDWH�D�UXQQLQJ�
trail, he began to appreciate his shortcut for more than just its 
convenience.

Surrounded by layers of bark and moss, this forest wasn’t 
completely void of sound. Birds sang, squirrels scurried along 
tree limbs, wind rustled pine needles as swaying trees creaked.

“I had this private paradise to myself,” he said, describing the 
long meandering walks he would take, sometimes getting lost for 
hours in what felt like a wilderness.

But soon Grace realized that this paradise could swiftly be 
transformed into a stump ranch.

The 30 acres of land where Grace found an ancient forest 
LV�RZQHG�E\�:DVKLQJWRQ·V�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV��
HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�PDQDJH�VWDWH�WLPEHUODQGV�WR�EHQHÀW�SXEOLF�VFKRROV�
and other entities. When he contacted Brian Turner, who is the 
6WUDLWV�'LVWULFW�0DQDJHU�IRU�WKH�2O\PSLF�5HJLRQ�RI�'15��*UDFH�
found out the area was to be harvested within the next 1 to 5 
years.

“The area will be harvested under Washington State Forest 
3UDFWLFH�UXOHV�DQG�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�+DELWDW�
&RQVHUYDWLRQ�3ODQ�µ�7XUQHU�ZURWH�LQ�DQ�HPDLO��´7UHHV�ZLOO�WKHQ�
EH�SODQWHG�IRU�WKH�QH[W�FURS��5HYHQXH�IURP�WKH�KDUYHVW�ZLOO�EH�

used for construction and maintenance of Washington State K-12 
schools and for future management of the stand.”

For Grace, who had this old growth forest all to himself after 
discovering it, knowing it could be logged in the near future 
meant he needed to start sharing his wilderness paradise.

“I had this image in my head of my neighbors and people in 
WKLV�FRPPXQLW\�VHHLQJ�WKHVH�WUHHV�IRU�WKH�YHU\�ÀUVW�WLPH�FRPLQJ�
out on logging trucks, having never known that this is here,” he 
said. “It’s not going to do anyone any good if it’s logged.”

Having taken a course with the Jefferson Land Trust, called 
“Tidelands to Timberlands,” Grace learned how to identify an 
old growth forest with the acronym “OWLS”: Old growth trees, 
woody debris, layers of growth and snags.

He was pretty sure that this forest, which he had dubbed the 
´4XLPSHU�/RVW�:LOGHUQHVV�µ³WKH�QDPH�ZDV�D�MRNH�DW�ÀUVW��EXW�
it stuck—was actual old growth timber.

But not being an expert in forestry, Grace knew he had to 
contact some scientists.
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,W�LV�RIWHQ�GLIÀFXOW�WR�DVVHVV�ZKDW�PDNHV�DQ�ROG�JURZWK�IRUHVW�

truly old growth.
:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�1DWXUDO�5HVRXUFHV�KDV�WZR�

PDQXDOV��ZULWWHQ�E\�5REHUW�9DQ�3HOW��3K'��DERXW�KRZ�WR�LGHQWLI\�
an old growth forest, explaining the many variables that deter-
mine old growth.

Large trees present, a lack of cut stumps, fallen logs and 
woody debris, snags (dead trees that are still standing), and a 
layered canopy are all signs of old growth forest.

But there are many variables about the trees themselves, 
such as the diameter, the crown form, the trees’ vigor and the 
bark that can help indicate whether it is an older tree.

5HVHDUFKHUV�PXVW�DOVR�WDNH�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WKH�FOLPDWH�LQ�
which the trees lived. Trees in a wet climate, such as the Hoh 
5DLQIRUHVW��ZLOO�JURZ�PXFK�IDVWHU�WKDQ�WUHHV�LQ�D�GULHU�DUHD�

Grace began to measure the diameter of the trees, and found 
WKDW�VRPH�RI�WKH�'RXJODV�ÀU�WUHHV�PHDVXUHG�DW����WR����LQFKHV�
in diameter. Some of the Western red cedars and hemlock speci-
mens had reached at least 16 inches in diameter.

“These aren’t the giants of the coastal rainforest old growth 
\RX�VHH�RXW�RQ� WKH�&RDVW�RI�2UHJRQ�RU�&DOLIRUQLD�µ�KH�VDLG��
“Because we’re in the rainshadow, these trees did not grow as 
fast.”

The size of the tree was not necessarily an indicator of its age. 
A group of Grace’s neighbors, who began helping him measure 
trees, cored a fallen Douglas Fir that measured about 25 inches 
in diameter and found from the tree’s rings that it was at least 
140 years old.

Meanwhile, Grace brought out some experts, like Fred 
Weinnman, who helped create the state’s Native Plant Society, 
Malloree Weinheimer, a local forester, Peter Bahls, the director 
RI�WKH�1RUWKZHVW�:DWHUVKHG�,QVWLWXWH��DQG�(ULN�.LQJÀVKHU��ZKR�
works as the Stewardship Director for the Jefferson Land Trust.

All had positive opinions about the age of the forest, Grace 
said.

“It was immediately obvious that several of the trees are 
ancient trees, which means they pre-date European settlement,” 
VDLG�(ULN�.LQJÀVKHU�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�.LQJÀVKHU��VRPH�RI�WKH�'RXJODV�ÀUV�KDG�WKH�
thick bark associated with trees that are at least 100 years old. 
There were even some trees that had what foresters describe as 
WKH�WKLFN��́ FRUN\µ�EDUN��ZKLFK�.LQJÀVKHU�VDLG�W\SLFDOO\�KDSSHQV�
RQ�'RXJODV�ÀUV�WKDW�DUH�����\HDUV�ROG�

1RW�RQO\�DUH�WKH�WUHHV�ROG��.LQJÀVKHU�VDLG��EXW�WKH�IRUHVW�LV�
preserved in a way that many forests these days are not. No 
logging roads have gone through the forest, meaning that no 
invasive species have been able to penetrate through the native 
plants.

“It’s in very good ecological condition,” he said. “In conserva-
tion, we’re trying to get forests to go back to that condition.”

:KHQ�KH�ÀUVW�VDZ�WKH�IRUHVW��.LQJÀVKHU�VDLG�KH�IHOW�D�ZDUPWK�
from the discovery of a rare forest.

“I was just so grateful that these trees are here because they 
are so rare on the Quimper Peninsula,” he said. “These were the 
ÀUVW�WR�JR�ZKHQ�(XURSHDQ�VHWWOHUV�FDPH�WR�WKH�3XJHW�6RXQG�DUHD��
They’re what fueled the expansion of the European settlement. 
Seeing these old trees that were here and had an existence before 
all that change, you can’t replace that.”

'327)6:%8-32�)**368
7KH�&DSH�*HRUJH�3DUFHO��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH����DFUHV�RI�SRWHQWLDOO\�

ROG�JURZWK�WUHHV�OLYH��LV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����DFUHV�RI�&RPPRQ�
School Trust property.

&RPPRQ�6FKRRO�7UXVW�SURSHUW\�LV�ODQG�RZQHG�E\�'15�WKDW�
is harvested to fund programs for public schools in Washington.

Discovering a lost wilderness
Citizens aim to 
protect Cape George 
old growth forest

“It’s not going to do anyone any good if  it’s 
logged.”
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see FOREST, page A11

Forest: Citizens form 
group to conserve forest
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20 YEARS OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS INCLUDE:
r� Advisory to County & City on Shoreline Master Program 

& water  quality
r� Protecting local eelgrass, shell! sh and forage ! sh habitats
r� Restoring Olympia oyster habitats 
r� Improving water quality by installing rain gardens
r� Removing derelict crab pots from local bays
r� Numerous citizen science monitoring projects

 

PUBLIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS:
r� Preventing loss of crab pots
r� Best practices for shoreline landowners
r� Harvesting clams and oysters sustainably
r� Shell ! sh aquaculture education forum

Celebrating a
20th Anniversary

Thank You to Our 
Partners & 
Volunteers! 

Learn more about what we do at
www.jeffersonmrc.org

Restoring Habitat in Discovery Bay
J!""!#$%& C%'&() M*#+&! R!$%'#,!$ C%--+((!!

Olympia Oysters once thrived in 
sheltered bays and inlets throughout 

Puget Sound, but now their numbers are 
limited.  !e Je"erson County Marine 
Resources Committee just added more 
habitat for Olympia oysters for cleaner 
marine waters and a natural home for 

other marine species.

Thank You to our Project Partners

WA Department of Fish & Wildlife
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe

Taylor Shell#sh
Port Discovery Seafarms Funding was provided in part by the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency

www.je.ersonmrc.org
learn more about what we do at

It’s time to put the people
who already live here FIRST

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Monica MickHager
City Council pos. 3; PO Box 497, PT WA 98368     www.monica4council.org monica4council@gmail.com

Bob Gray supports

Monica MickHager
for City Council Position 3

“There is a long-term threat that the Cape 
George parcel as a whole will be traded away 
to a private timber company for development 
because it is so close to populated areas where 
DNR typically has management hassles, gar-
EDJH� GXPSLQJ�� DQG� GLIÀ�FXOW\� FRQWLQXLQJ� WR�
harvest timber and where the land value to a 
potential developer would be high,” said Peter 
Bahls, director of the Northwest Watershed 
Institute. “There is also the near-term threat of 
logging of the old growth forest.”

In a “Forests for the Future” report—an eval-
uation of East Jefferson County DNR lands by 
a citizens committee—the Cape George Parcel 
ZDV�LGHQWLÀ�HG�DV�KDYLQJ�KLJK�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�D�
community forest due to wildlife habitat and 
human use values and adjacency to developed 
Cape George area. It was recommended for the 
category “DNR Hold or Community Forest or 
Trust Land Transfer.” This report was approved 
by Jefferson County Commissioners after a 
public hearing.

According to Bahls, who has worked with 
DNR in the past to preserve forestland for the 
Northwest Watershed Institute, a Trust Land 
Transfer is a good option for the parcel of land.

“This is how Gibbs Lake-Beausite Lake 
County Park was doubled in size and trans-
ferred to the county after proposed plans to log 
the popular trail areas between the two lakes,” 
Bahls said.

Trust Land Transfer (TLT) requires the leg-
islature to fund this project as one on a list of 
TLT projects. The TLT funding directly reim-
burses the School Trust when harvest lands are 
taken out of the harvest plan.

“However, the TLT budget has been under 
attack by Republicans for the past four years or 
so,” Bahls said. “Last biennium, only the Dabob 
Bay project was funded.”

Currently, DNR is conducting an “Old 
Forest Assessment” of the parcel, after which 
a decision will be made on future management 
activities, said Turner.

An Old Forest Assessment means DNR’s 
scientists will be looking at the age of the trees 
to determine if they are old growth. If they are, 
they will not be harvested.

According to DNR’s Olympic Region 
Manager Mona Griswold, DNR has no plans to 
harvest this parcel, and never did, despite what 
Turner told Grace originally.

“We look at all mature stands that are unen-
cumbered and available to harvest,” she said. 
“This particular stand had not been placed on 
a region list to be harvested...We have no plans 
to harvest it.”

While DNR is doing its own testing, Grace 
and his neighbors continue to measure trees. 
They are hoping to measure 100 of the largest 
trees in the parcel, and are creating an inven-
tory of trees that includes the trees’ diameter, 
circumference and latitude and longitude.

Together, Grace and his neighbors have 
formed a coalition of sorts. At a presentation 
to the county’s Board of Commissioners, they 
packed the room to show their support for the 
trees.

The immediate goal of these tree advocates 
is to make the strongest possible case for DNR 
to suspend all planning for timber harvest in 
the parcel until these options are evaluated by 
VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�RIÀ�FLDOV�EHIRUH�JURXQG�VXUYH\V�
and other revenue-consuming work begins, 
Grace said.

“I want some certainty that it will be con-
served in perpetuity,” he said.

For Grace, the ideal situation would be 
turning the forest into a community park, 
with non-disturbing trails that will allow stu-
dents and residents to enjoy and research the 
untouched, ancient habitat.

“This is a living classroom,” he said. “And 
it’s not just a NIMBY (“Not In My Backyard”) 
thing. This belongs to all of Port Townsend, to 
all of the Quimper Peninsula and all the future 
generations. Let’s decide together what it should 
become.”
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continued from page 10

What makes it old growth?
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“There is a long-term threat 
that the Cape George parcel as 
a whole will be traded away to 
a private timber company for 
development.”

Peter Bahls
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Identifying old 
growth trees:

O - Old trees

W - Woody debris

L - Layers

S - Snags


