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Along with comics, statues and busts line the shop walls and shelves at I Like Comics in downtown Vancouver. They’re some of owner Chris 
Simons’ favorite parts of the shop. 
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Chris Simons, owner of I Like Comics, stands in his shop at 1715 
Broadway St., Vancouver. Simons has been reading comics since the 
age of 7 and said his favorite superhero is the Green Lantern.
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Dive into a world where everything turns out right
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cameron@thereflector.com 

Nestled at the north end of the 
little line of shops that make up 
uptown Vancouver’s Broadway is 
a place where comic book lovers 
of all ages and generations can 
find something that scratches their 
itch to escape from reality.

“I got into comic books when I 
was seven. My dad brought home 
a couple of boxes of comics from 
the 60s and 70s and it really was 
just like opening up Pandora’s 
Box,” Owner of I Like Comics 
Chris Simons said. “I was lost im-
mediately, as a kid, falling into a 
world where everything was fair 
and just and the good guy was 
always going to beat the bad guy 
and everything was always going 
to work out. That’s a good world 
to fall into.”

Since his first introduction to 
comics, Simons has been a part of 
the community as he worked at a 
comic shop as a teenager when he 
lived down in Medford, Oregon. 
After moving up north a ways, Si-
mons found himself working at a 
shipping company and turned into 
a passive comic book reader. 

“In my early 20s I got married 
and had a family. It was time to 
put childish things away,” Simons 

said. “I would still, every now and 
then, go into a comic shop with 
my kids because it’s always a good 
idea to create readers and comics 
are a great way to create readers.”

In his 40s, Simons was laid off 
from the trucking company he 
worked for and found himself on 
uncertain ground. He found him-
self unemployed and looking for 
jobs around the area. 

“It was a pretty hard pill to 
swallow,” he said about the process. 

One day, Simons was on Craig-
slist and found a comic book shop 
called Old Skool Comics. He pro-
ceeded to go down to the shop and 
spend $400 (all the money he had 
at the time) on comics. 

“I think my wife assumed that I 
had finally snapped,” he said. 

Later that week, Simons took 
himself down to the library and 
checked out a comics price guide, 
taught himself how to grade com-
ics and ended up turning the $400 
into over $2,000.

Simons then went on to buy-
ing and selling comics on Craig-
slist and eBay and later ended up  
perusing the inventory of Van-
couver’s old comic book store, 
Amazing Stories. Simons ended 
up purchasing the inventory of 
Amazing Stories and setting up his 
first brick and mortar store, I Like 
Comics, in the same building on 
Fourth Plain that Amazing Stories 
moved out of. The store opened up 
on Black Friday of 2010. 

As for the name “I Like Com-
ics,” Simons said he and his wife 
sat down and asked him, “well, 
why do you do this?” and his re-
sponse was, “well, I like comics.” 
Thus, the name of one of the larg-
est comic book shops in the Pacif-
ic Northwest region was born. 

Simons moved to the current 
location, 1715 Broadway St., Van-
couver, about five years ago and 
has over 5,000 square feet of space 
for comics and collectibles of all 
shapes and sizes. Next month, Si-
mons is using the “signing space” 
in the back of the shop for the big-
gest event in the shop’s history as 
the entire current Image Comic 
partners are coming together for 
the first time ever.

“I can’t even begin to describe 
how huge this event is,” Simons 
said. “The fact that it’s happening 

in Vancouver, Washington, and 
not a place like New York City is 
unbelievable.”

The group of comic book pro-
ducers has never come together for 
a signing event before and includes 
Robert Kirkman (of “The Walk-
ing Dead”), Erik Larsen (of “Sav-
age Dragon”), Todd McFarlane (of 
“Spawn”), Marc Silvestri (of “The 
Darkness”), Eric Stephenson (of 
“Nowhere Men”) and Jim Valen-
tino (of “ShadowHawk”).

“It’s rare for the Image partners 
to get together, rarer still for us to 
make a public appearance,” Vice 
President at Image Comics Jim 
Valentino said in a news release 
“We hope to see you all there.”

The event takes place from 7 to 
10 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 10, and 
will allow each fan to bring one 
item for each member to sign (no 
collectible card game cards per-
mitted). The event staff also in-
forms attendees that no selfies or 
posed photos will be taken at the 
signing. 

“We are grateful to Image 
Comics for allowing us to share 
this with all their friends here in 
the Northwest and beyond,” Si-
mons said in the release. “When 
we acquired our large space years 
ago, we had big dreams of an event 
like this happening here, and now 
it’s a dream come true.”

If big crowds aren’t your thing, 
the shop is open from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. every day. 

“Comics sleep for no man,” Si-
mons said. 

However, the shop is planning 
its “biggest sale of the year” this 
Friday, Nov. 29, for the shop’s an-
niversary, which corresponds with 
Black Friday. The sale will have 
50 percent off all new comics and 
graphic novels. 

Never want to miss a comic 
again? Simons and I Like Comics 

offer subscription boxes for any 
comics currently in production. 

“Missing a comic is like miss-
ing a TV show,” Simons said. “Not 
only is it (the subscription service) 
completely free of charge but it 
also gives you a 20 percent dis-
count.”

As for the future, Simons feels 
like the shop and all of its antics is 
still a dream. 

“I still feel like every day I’m 
getting away with something,” 
he said. “Every day I wake up I 
feel like someone is going to tell 
me ‘no, you can’t make a living 
doing this.’”

I Like Comics on 
Broadway offers a 
mix of the new, old 
and obscure

Call for Details

(360) 694-2934
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BUY• SELL 
TRADE

11-6 Mon - Sat • 11-5 Sun

THE URBAN ECCENTRIC
2311 Main Street

Vancouver, WA 98660
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BEER AND WINE SUPPLY 
                                          (360) 750-1551 OPEN 

7 
DAYS www.baderbrewing.com • 711 Grand Blvd. ,Vancouver

Make your own beer & wine!
Making your own beer and wine is easy and fun with our beer and wine 
making equipment kits.   We also offer beer and wine making classes to 
help you make the beverage of  you love to drink.
These are great gifts for beer and wine lovers!
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Vancouver 
Holiday Market
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AT A GLANCE
I Like Comics
1715 Broadway St., 
Vancouver
Hours: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
everyday 
I Like Comics biggest  
sale of the year
Friday, Nov. 29, 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m.
50 percent off all new 
comics and graphic novels
I Like Comics signing  
with Image Comics
7 to 10 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 10
The lineup includes Robert 
Kirkman, creator of “The 
Walking Dead”; Erik Larsen, 
creator of “Savage Dragon”; 
Todd McFarlane, creator 
of “Spawn”; Marc Silvestri, 
creator of “Cyberforce”; 
Erik Stephenson, creator 
of “Nowhere Men” and 
Jim Valentino, creator of 
“ShadowHawk.”
For more information visit 
ilikecomicsonline.com


