
Sen. Liz Lovelett visited San 
Juan and Orcas islands for the 
first time since she took office. 
On Saturday, May 4, Lovelett met 
with constituents at Brickworks in 
Friday Harbor and visited Orcas 
on Sunday, May 5, speaking at 
Moran and the Orcas Women’s 
Coalition quarterly meeting.

Her talks included information 
about the budget, climate change 
and the Southern resident orcas.

“So far it has been thrilling to 
be in Olympia,” Lovelett said in 
Friday Harbor, adding that the 
40th district is incredibly engaged. 
“That helps me do my job better. 
So I know that when I go to the 
table and have the opportunity to 
advocate for people of the 40th, I 
know what you think. … I do love 
getting out into the community.”

On April 28, Lovelett concluded 
her legislative session as a state 
senator since being appointed fol-
lowing the resignation of Kevin 
Ranker in January. Ranker’s 
departure occurred just three days 
before hearings began.

“So far it has been thrilling, to 
say the least, in Olympia. It’s a 
very good fit for the goals I have 
and things I’d like to achieve for 
the people and environment of 
Washington state,” Lovelett said.

Legislature passed 485 bills 
this session, Lovelett said, that’s 
about twice as many as the average 
amount of bills that are passed.

“This was pretty historic legisla-
tion that I got to get on,” Lovelett 
said.

Budget
It was a successful session for 

passing progressive funding allo-
cations to environmental, men-
tal health and social programs, 
according to Lovelett. One project 
she said she was especially proud 
of having a hand in was secur-
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Building dreams for all children

By Heather Spaulding
Reporter

A common public misconception is that differently 
abled children will never hold a job and be forever 
dependant upon family members. Cara Cohn, a grant 
writer for Washington Vocational Services, disagrees. 
She and fellow co-workers created Dream Builders 
to prove it.

“We teach [the students] ‘your dream matters,’” 
Cohn said.

Five years ago, Cohn and her organization began 
studying the San Juan Island School District to see 
what was needed. The missing part, she said, was 
helping children connect their passions to a career 
path, particularly differently abled youth. Dream 
Builders slowly began to take form by delving into 

what matters most to the students. Once that was 
established, the organization reached out to commu-
nity members working in careers that reflect those 
ideals and skill sets, then it connected the student to 
an adult worker.

Dream Builders is primarily funded by a grant 
through the Orcas Island Community Foundation, 
Cohn said, and the organization has applied once 
again this year for funding through 2020. It has also 
received grants from the San Juan Island Community 
Foundation in the past.

Mandi Johnson/staff photo
Cara Cohn and Mona attend Orcas Women Coalition 
meetings together as part of Mona’s pursuits in activism.

See DREAMS, Page 3
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By Mandi Johnson
Assistant editor

As the second anniversary of 
the 2017 black bear visit neared, 
another Ursus Americanus has 
returned to Orcas Island.

Sheriff Ron Krebs confirmed 
with the Journal that there is 
a bear on Orcas once again. It 
was spotted in the Olga area on 
May 10 on the very same prop-
erty where the previous bear was 
humanely trapped.

“I honestly don’t know if this 
is the same bear. I do know that 
they get bigger over time, and 
change color from cinnamon to 
black,” Janice Williams, the prop-
erty owner, said. “The fact that we 
experienced the first sighting of 
this guy on Orcas today makes me 
think that, if it is a different bear, 
it is quite uncanny that he showed 
up here first.”

Undersheriff Zac Reimer said 
the bear is likely the same one 

See BEAR, Page 12
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ing $1 million for Friends 
of Lopez Island Pool could 
build the county’s first 
public swimming pool on 
Lopez. She added that San 
Juan County was one of two 
in the state without a public 
pool.

“I was thrilled to work on 
that,” Lovelett said.

Included in the budget, 
Lovelett said with enthusi-
asm, is funding for a new 
144-car hybrid electric 
ferry as well as the conver-
sion of two existing ferries 
on the fleet. Washington 
State Ferries was allocated 
$990,000 for planning work 
to prepare for hybrid-elec-
tric vessel terminal charging 
docs at Mukilteo and Seattle. 
An additional $160,000 was 
allocated to a vessel noise-
reduction study.

Lovelett said that the 
transportation budget was 
heavily affected in the 1990s 
by the introduction of $30 
car registration tabs.

“That decimated our 
transportation budget 

and we’ve been rebuild-
ing it since,” Lovelett said, 
encouraging everyone to 
vote against the initiative in 
November when it’s on the 
ballot.

One of the pieces of leg-
islature passed this session, 
Lovelett explained, was a 
progressive real estate excise 
tax instead of a flat percent-
age for everyone. Currently, 
the REET is 1.28 percent 
across the board. The new 
rate varies depending on the 

cost of the property; 1.1 per-
cent for properties $500,000 
and less; it remains 1.28 per-
cent for properties $500,001 
to $1.5 million; it increases 
to 2.75 percent for sales of 
$1.5-$13 million; and any-
thing more than $3 is taxed 
at 3 percent.

“We’re trying to really tar-
get the taxes in the places 
that can most afford it and 
fix some tax relief to the 
people can least afford it,” 
Lovelett said. “I was pretty 

pleased. I didn’t know going 
in that we were going to get 
any of these things out the 
door.”

Because of the state’s 
constitution, an income 
tax cannot be established 
in Washington unless ⅔ 
of the House and Senate 
vote to eliminate the caveat. 
Lovelett said that Legislature 
was able to pass a 58 cent 
on $100 of income to go 
toward a Washington state 
fund for retirees to access 
when the time comes.

“It’s a state safety net [for 
Social Security],” Lovelett 
said.

Climate 
Change

“It’s really interesting to 
work in a climate that only 
half the people believe in 
[climate change],” Lovelett 
said.

If climate change is a 
death by 1,000 cuts, then the 
solution is a healing with 
1,000 band-aids, Lovelett 

explained. She said she was 
astonished by the bills that 
didn’t make it through leg-
islation — a plastic bag ban 
and straw restrictions both 
died along the way.

A fantasy of hers, Lovelett 
continued, was to have a 
machine that converts 
marine plastics into fuel. 
She said she was pleasant-
ly surprised to learn that 
is already a real option 
and hopes that it can be 
embraced and utilized in 
the future.

Lovelett also said she is 
impressed with the cogen-
eration model Denmark 
has, where one company’s 
waste is another’s treasure. 
She referenced the creation 
of windmill parts that hap-
pen in Anacortes, which 
leaves behind large amounts 
of scrap metal that could 
likely be used in some other 
industry.

“Never underestimate the 
power of your voices to get 
things done,” Lovelett said.

Southern 
residents

Gov. Jay Inslee’s Southern 
Resident Killer Whale Task 
Force provided 36 sugges-
tions to the governor on 
how to attack the dire orca 
situation. A handful of 
those suggestions required 

legislative action.
“We had a lot of focus 

this session on Orca recov-
ery,” Lovelett said. “Which I 
know is as hugely important 
to the San Juans as it is to a 
lot of the rest of the state. 
But particularly because 
you guys see it with your 
own eyes.”

Legislature passed every 
orca-centric bill that was 
presented this year and 
they were signed into law 
by Inslee on May 8. That 
legislation included ESHB 
1578, which was sponsored 
by Rep. Debra Lekanoff, 
D-Bow, which reduces 
threats to Southern resi-
dent orcas by improving 
the safety of oil transporta-
tion; 2SHB 1579 by Rep. 
Joe Fitzgibbon, D-Burien, 
which implements the 
recommendations of the 
Southern Resident orca 
task force related to increas-
ing Chinook abundance; 
2SSB 5577 by Sen. Rolfes, 
D-Bainbridge Island, which 
concerns the protection of 
Southern Resident orcas 
from vessels; SB 5918 by 
Lovelett, which provides 
whale watching guidelines 
in the boating safety edu-
cation program; and SSB 
5135, also by Rolfes, which 
prevents toxic pollution that 
affects public health or the 
environment.
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THE HUSTLE
Anne Hathaway and Rebel 
Wilson star as female scam 
artists, one low rent and the 
other high class, who team 
up to take down the men who 
have wronged them.

Starring: Anne Hathaway, 
Rebel Wilson, Alex Sharp

JOHN WICK 3: 
CHAPTER 3 - PARABELLUM
Super-assassin John Wick 
is on the run after killing a 
member of the international 
assassin’s guild, and with a 
$14 million price tag on his 
head - he is the target of hit 
men and women everywhere.
Starring:  Keanu Reeves, 
Halle Berry, Ian McShane

★ Check out our Facebook page for the latest updates.
www.facebook.com/FridayHarborPalaceTheatre ★

24-HOUR MOVIE LINE: 370-5666
FIRST RUN MOVIES • ART FILMS • DOLBY SOUND 

 TWO SCREENS • HEALTHIER POPCORN  
STATE-OF-THE-ART PROJECTION

 INFRARED SOUND FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED 
THE ANDREW V. McLAGLEN CAREER EXHIBIT

Palace TheatreThe

★ ON SATURDAYS CLOSED CAPTION ON 3 PM MATINEE SHOWS★

Lovelett
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Sen. Liz Lovelett.

The organization is active in the Orcas and Lopez school 
districts.

Cohn explained that the first step of Dream Builders 
while working with the student is identifying what moti-
vates them, why they get out of bed each morning. Once 
that is accomplished, Dream Builders connects the child 
with adults working in a related field. By the time the stu-
dent reaches eighth grade, they should have a dream map, 
according to Cohn, laying out a step-by-step process to 
achieve their goal.

For example, Mona, a student on Orcas, realized a pri-
mary motivating force for her centered around social justice 
and finding fairness in the world, Cohn said. Politics came 
to mind for Mona as a career path. Interviews with San Juan 
County Commissioner Rick Hughes and Lisa Byers, OPAL 
executive director, were arranged.

“The interviews were amazing,” Cohn said. “Mona brings 
out the very best of the people who she is with. She has 
ultimately become my teacher.”

Cohn and Mona have become active in the Orcas 
Women’s Coalition as well. The women’s coalition formed 
in 2016, focusing on advocating for civil rights, health care 
as well as the environment. It is, according to Cohn, a per-
fect venue for Mona to pursue another passion of fighting 
climate change.

“She is just so incredible; I have ended up basically 
donating my time to work with her,” Cohn said. That isn’t 
unusual. Dream Builders frequently follows its students 
long after they leave the program, in order to track their 
success and help provide them with necessary job skills 
Cohn noted. Those skills would vary depending upon the 

student. One of the goals of Dream Builders ultimately is to 
assist the individual in living a productive life and help grow 
the local economy.

“I think the fact we are asking for more funding is indica-
tive of how successful Dream Builders has been,” she added.

Cohn also shared the story of a Lopez student named 
Levy, who was interested in structural engineering. His 
mentor passed away suddenly — a devastating loss for the 
child. Dream Builders was able to step in and connect him 
with another engineer on Lopez, Dave Thomas. The pair 
connected immediately.

“Levy was energized being around someone who spoke 
his language,” Cohn said, referring to like-minded connec-
tion.

Cohn said she would love to make Dream Builders avail-
able for all seventh and eighth grade students.

“It teaches self-determination and self-advocacy, some-
thing middle schoolers desperately need,” she explained.

For more information on Dream Builders and Washington 
Vocational Services, visit wvs.org.

“Everyone has gifts, and we want everyone to bring their 
gifts to the table,” Cohn said.

Dreams
Continued from Page 1

FRI-SUN, MAY 24-26 • 7 PM

360-378-2798 ■ www.sjlib.org

Disaster strikes Golden-
Age Hollywood!: Friday, San 
Francisco, Saturday, The 
Hurricane, and Sunday, The 
Rains Came

Classic Films with 
Thérèse Finn

June 1-2, 2019

61 Artists, 22 Studios

SEE GREAT ART JUNE 1ST & 2ND


