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Fairy enthusiasts gather Friday, June 28, at the Skalitude Retreat in Carlton for the opening circle and 
integration ceremony at the 19th annual Fairy & Human Relations Congress. People were dressed in 
colorful attire drumming, dancing, and chanting. There were many meditation ceremonies focused on 
communing and healing with the fairy realms. For more on the event, see Page B7.

Getting in touch with fairies
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Audit: Firearms, cash and drugs missing
Report also alleges 
found property 
unreturned

By BROCK HIRES
� e Chronicle

TONASKET — Cash, drugs and 
more than two-dozen � rearms are 
missing or unaccounted from the 
former Tonasket Police Department 
buildings. 

� at is what Internal Compliance 
Administrator Steve Brown told the 
city council his internal audit revealed. 

Council members sat with blank 
faces as Brown delivered his presen-
tation and a 152-page report during a 
regular city council meeting Tuesday, 
June 26.

“� ese are just my � ndings,” he said 

adding it is “not to place blame on the 
city, a chief or the mayor.”

Brown, of no relation to Mayor Den-
nis Brown, was hired by the city earlier 
this year to properly secure and pro-
cess all records and evidence following 
the council’s vote to disband the police 
department and contract with the 
Okanogan County Sheri� ’s o�  ce.

� e police chief and an o�  cer 
were terminated. Another o�  cer 
and the police clerk’s positions were 
eliminated.

Brown, who previously worked for 
the Okanogan County Sheri� ’s O�  ce, 
started the nearly one-hour discussion 
with his discovery that documents dat-
ing from 1984 to 2006 apparently were 
destroyed.

“I don’t know who destroyed them,” 
he said. “I don’t know what documents 
were destroyed. I assume all the case 
� les, but what you do have left are your 

evidence sheets.”
He said his audit focused on four 

categories: Inventory, � nancials, evi-
dence and � les.

Brown said inventory stopped being 
collected “somewhere around 2012.”

“Some time in 1984 and beyond, 
somebody…. was keeping track of 
everything up to about 2012,” he said. 
“We just didn’t do a very good job the 
last seven years of telling the city what 
we purchased at the police depart-
ment, and where that is now.”

He said two invoices were found for 
ballistic vests that were between $800 
and $1,000, but they are nowhere to be 
found inside the police department.

“� ey don’t exist,” he said. “� ey’re 
not on an inventory sheet. � ey’re not 
on an asset form.”

He also said an o�  cer apparently 
bought a book for $325 that was still 
sitting in plastic at the department. It, 

and other items were returned to the 
place of purchase, Brown said.

“You literally purchased thousands 
of dollars’ worth of equipment in 2018 
that you cannot account for,” Brown 
said. “I can’t tell you where it is.”

Brown said he went through the 
entire building, with the exception of 
the refrigerator, at the request of the 
Okanogan County Prosecuting Attor-
ney’s o�  ce.

“I can tell you that I highly doubt 
you have thousands of dollars’ worth 
of equipment in the fridge,” he said.

He said there were � le cabinets that 
had locks and chains around them.

“� at tells me that somebody 
doesn’t want you in there,” he said. 
“But when you open those, those are 
empty. � ere’s nothing in there.

“I don’t know where all those � les 
went or why they were locked,” Brown 
said. “But they don’t exist anymore, 

whatever was in there.”
“All chained cabinets contained 

either � les or cite infraction books, 
and the logs when I would sign those 
books out,” former Police Clerk Diane 
Foreman said. “� ose were not empty 
on my last day.”

Steve Perry of SEP Consulting - who 
has previously contracted with the city 
and specializes in property/evidence 
training, law enforcement records 
training and property room assess-
ment - o� ered a di� erent perspective 
to missing � les.

“� e issues about all of the records 
being destroyed prior to 2006, I 
researched that as well,” Perry said. 
“� ose records were destroyed pur-
suant to the law enforcement records 
retention schedule.” 

� e state Secretary of State has a 

See AUDIT, page A5

Five tribal incumbents 
win re-election

NESPELEM — Seven Colville Busi-
ness Council members, whose terms 
will run from 2019—2021, were elected 
during the June 22 general election, with 
election returns announced June 28.

Five incumbents were re—elected, 
along with two new members.

In the Inchelium District, Joel Boyd 
was re—elected over Larry Allen 
in position No. 1. Roger Finley was 
elected over incumbent Susie Allen for 
position No. 2.

Keller District incumbent Jack Fer-
guson beat Edward Cohen for position 
No. 1.

In the Nespelem District, current 
council Chairman Rodney Cawston 
was re—elected to position No. 1 a win 

over challenger Charlene Bearcub. For 
position No. 2, Jarred Erickson topped 
incumbent Andrew Joseph Jr.

� e Omak District will be repre-
sented by incumbents Norma Sanchez 
in position No. 1 and Karen Condon 
in position No. 2. � ey beat Mike 
Marchand and Edwin Marchand, 
respectively.

A swearing—in ceremony is planned 
July 11. O�  cers and committee chairs 
will be elected that day.

Half of the 14-member council is up 
for election each year.

Vote totals, by district:
Inchelium position No. 1 — Joel 

Boyd, incumbent, 316; Larry Allen, 
182.

Inchelium position No. 2 — Susie 
Allen, incumbent, 225; Roger Finley, 
273.

Keller position No. 1 — Jack Fergu-
son, incumbent, 122; Edward Cohen, 
101.

Nespelem position No. 1 — Rodney 
Cawston, incumbent, 397; Charlene 
Bearcub, 303.

Nespelem position No. 2 — Andy 
C. Joseph Jr, incumbent, 297; Jarred—
Michael Erickson, 407.

Omak position No. 1 — Norma 
Sanchez, incumbent, 391; Michael 
Marchand, 137.

Omak position No. 2 — Karen Con-
don, incumbent, 343; Edwin March-
and, 185.

Sparks to � y
on Fourth of July
Chesaw rodeo 
returns Thursday 
afternoon

CHESAW — Chesaw, home of the 
Fourth of July Rodeo, begins its Inde-
pendence Day celebrations with a 
community dance Wednesday, July 3, 
with music from the Wild Wooly Band 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

� e dance will be in the commu-
nity hall o�  Oroville-Chesaw Road.

Fun on the Fourth begins with kids’ 
games at 10 a.m., followed by the 
parade at 12:30 p.m. � e rodeo begins 
at 1 p.m. Admission is charged, with 
children age 6 and younger admitted 
free. Dry camping is free with a rodeo 
admission ticket. 

Ron and Anita Fletcher will serve 
as this year’s grand marshals.

For more on the rodeo, see Page 
B1.

Brewster

� e Brewster Chamber of Com-
merce will host its annual Fourth of 
July parade at 6 p.m. Wednesday, July 
4, along Main Street. Entrants will line 
up at 5 p.m. in front of the American 
Legion Post 97, along � ird Street. 
� e parade begins at 6 p.m. 

Street vendors are planned before 
and after the parade.

Fireworks are set for around 10 
p.m. over the Columbia River.

Conconully

Conconully’s traditional Indepen-
dence Day Celebration boasts a full 
schedule of events Saturday, July 6. 

Events begin at 9:30 a.m. with reg-
istration and lineup for a car show.

Entries will be parked for judging 
and public inspection along both 
sides of Main Street for a block and 
one-half north of Broadway. People’s 
choice trophy and other category 
awards will be presented.

Mandy’s Ravenz will perform from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

A wild West show will be at 12:30 
p.m. with a parade to follow at 1 p.m.

� e parade will honor veterans. All 
veterans are invited to participate. 

Beginning at 2 p.m., a number 
of volunteer � re departments and 
districts will compete in a contest to 
move a ball, suspended between two 
poles, by use of � re hoses. � e winner 

of each round is that group who drives 
the ball all the way to the pole the 
other team is defending.

� e duck race takes place at 2 p.m. 
Numbered ducks are put into Salmon 
Creek at the north end of town and 
are caught just below the Broadway 
bridge. 

Coulee Dam

Grand Coulee Dam Area Chamber 
of Commerce will host its 27th annual 
Festival of America July 3-4, at the 
Grand Coulee Dam Visitor Center 
Park, just below the dam.

An arts and crafts and food vendor 
fair will be from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. both 
days. 

� ree bands will perform July 4. 
Lila Rose Bowden performs at 3 p.m., 
Hometown Hooligans take the stage at 
5 p.m., and the Jesse Quandt Band will 
entertain at 7:30 p.m.

� e Laser Light Show begins at 10 
p.m. both nights on the face of the 
dam. Fireworks begin after the July 4 
laser show. 

Organizers caution that weapons 
and dogs are not allowed in the park.

Nespelem

� e annual July Celebration gets 
underway � ursday, July 4, and 
includes $50,000 in prize money for 
dancing and singing contests.

� e event runs through July 13 at the 
celebration grounds at the intersection 
of Highway 155 and Lower Columbia 
River Road. A July 13-14 rodeo coin-
cide with the celebration.

� e initial event is a dinner at noon 
on the Fourth of July.

A horse parade is set for July 6, with 
Family Fun Day on July 7.

Bingo is set for July 8-10, with rejoin-
ings and dance warmups July 11. � e 
rejoining session is the only time allot-
ted for giveaways, said organizers.

Dance competition starts July 12, 
with categories for juniors, teens, 
junior adults, senior adults and golden 
age dancers. A singing contest also is 
planned.

Grand entries are set for 7 p.m. Fri-
day, 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday, and 1 
p.m. Sunday.

Committee specials include the owl 
dance and hand drum, plus other spe-
cials to be announced.

� e open stick game tournament 

See FOURTH, page A3
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record retention schedule that 
outlines what and when docu-
ments can be purged. 

Foreman said she was also 
concerned about unauthorized 
personnel having keys to the 
police department and access 
to case � les with sensitive and 
proprietary information.

“People who are not law 
enforcement are not privy to pro-
prietary information,” she said.

When councilwoman Mary-
lou Kriner pressed for the 
names of those believed to have 
entered the building, Foreman 
replied, “a council woman, 
Mayor Brown, (City Clerk) Alice 
(Attwood) had keys.

“� at’s the three that I know 
of,” Foreman said. “Yes, it’s a 
public building, but I didn’t 
have keys to Alice’s o�  ce.”

Finances

Steve Brown said it’s unclear 
whether anybody ever recon-
ciled accounts, and if they did, 
“it was not on a regular basis.”

“You had cash here for 26 
years that belonged to the city 
police department that sat in 
an evidence locker,” he said. “It 
was (drug) buy money that was 
given to, I assume, a detective.

“� ere’s a lot of things that I 
just can’t help you with because 
I don’t know the answers.”

Brown said a document 
presented to the city on behalf 
of SEP Consulting had cash 
amounts that were incorrect.

“You’re missing cash from 
there,” Brown said. “It says it 
was deposited, but it never was. 
It’s still sitting over there in 
evidence.”

Brown attributes some of the 
issues to police department 
employees not using a mone-
tary form.

“So, if I took $500 cash from 
somebody or it was found prop-
erty, it was evidence … it would 
go on a monetary evidence 
form,” Brown said.

He gave the example of two 
one-dollar coins that were 
con� scated.

“Clearly, obviously, at some 
point regardless of who did it, 
someone took some money 
out of there, replaced it with 
some other money. Because 
the evidence sheet clearly says 
two one-dollar coins. � ere’s 
only one one-dollar coin and 
somebody replaced that with a 
one-dollar bill.

“Not only did the PD make 
some mistakes, the city made 
some mistakes, too,” he said. 
“We should own those mis-
takes. We shouldn’t hide it, and 
neither should the city.

“If I bring you an envelope 
over here and tell you there’s 
$7,000 in there, somebody 
should sit down with me and 
count out $7,000,” he said. “I 
can guarantee you with 100 
percent certainty that did not 
happen. Because if it did, we 
would know from day one that 
that document was incorrect.”

Brown said there also 
appears to be cash missing.

“� e other thing is you’re 
missing cash, too,” he said. “And 
I know you’re missing cash. 
And I can’t tell you where it’s at.

“Just because I say cash is 
missing doesn’t mean anybody 
stole it,” Brown explained. 
“What it means is it’s missing. 
If you guys want to dig through 
the answers for it, you’re going 
to have to � nd that somewhere 
else because that’s not what you 
paid me to do.”

Brown also said there was a 
case where cash was found that 
apparently went missing.

“Police o�  cers say they took 
cash and that’s the last known 
place it is,” he said. “It just � at 
disappeared. We can’t � nd it.

“You guys seized drug money 
and you never paid a dime to 
the state,” he said. “You just 
took somebody’s drug money 
and kept it. I don’t know what 
you did with it. I can’t tell you.

“And nobody that works 
over here at city hall knew they 
were supposed to do that and 
nobody that worked at the PD 
knew they were supposed to do 
that.”

� e Chronicle contacted 
the state Auditor’s O�  ce for 
comment.

“We will consider this while 
planning the city’s next audit, 

which is scheduled to begin 
next year and will examine the 
� scal years of 2018 and 2019,” 
spokeswoman Kathleen Cooper 
said. “We also plan to request 
a copy of the city’s internal 
review.”

� e Chronicle has also � led 
a public records request for a 
copy of the complete internal 
audit.

Evidence

Brown said evidence was 
another area of inaccuracies. 

Sometime in 2018, the 
department created an active 
evidence logbook, inactive 
evidence logbook, evidence 
logbook by location and several 
stapled, mismatched docu-
ments, Brown said.

He said a policy manual 
apparently was in the midst of 
being updated, but nothing was 
“� rm or concrete.”

“Nobody read them front to 
back,” he said. “If you read it, 
then you made a bunch of mis-
takes or violated policy.”

Brown said o�  cers often also 
used di� erent types of evidence 
forms, and an accompanying 
control sheet often was not 
used.

“� e reason I can’t tell you 
what happened to everything 
is because it seems like, to me, 
that we did a really good job of 
listing what was on there and 
then when we put it into the 
evidence locker, then we did a 
very poor job of telling anybody 
what happened to it after that,” 
he said.

Brown also noted a case from 
August 2018 in which drugs 
and cash were seized, but only 
drugs apparently made it into 
evidence.

“We can follow the drugs,” 
Brown said. “We can follow 
them from the time they left 
the Omak PD to the time they 
went into your patrol. And the 
time they came out of the trunk 
of your patrol car and the time 
they went into temporary evi-
dence. And the time they left 
temporary evidence and the 
time they were put in the locker. 
What you can’t account for is 
what happened to the cash the 
minute it went from Omak PD 
to Tonasket PD. Doesn’t exist.”

Omak Police Chief Je�  Koplin 
wasn’t immediately available 
for comment. 

Former Tonasket Reserve 
Police o�  cer John Cruz said 
the alleged missing money 
was a counterfeit $100 bill that 
was picked up in Tonasket and 
turned into the Omak Police 
Department. Former Tonasket 
o�  cer Jose Perez echoed Cruz, 
adding he sent the counterfeit 
bill to the Secret Service for 
future investigation.

Missing firearms

“You’re missing 26 guns, 
how’s that, since 1984?” Brown 
said. “I can’t tell you where they 
are because your master log 
says that you took these guns as 
evidence.

“� eoretically, if it says 
that’s where they are, I should 
go open the gun locker and I 
should see those guns there,” he 
said. “� ey’re not there. � ey 
don’t exist.”

Brown pointed out some of 
the � rearms were taken in for 
safekeeping.

“All the new (� rearms) pur-
chases I can account for,” Brown 
said. “And the sheri� ’s o�  ce has 
custody of all the city’s � rearms.

“But there are two � rearms … 
I believe it was (former) Chief 
(Darin) Odegaard’s inventory … 
there are two weapons on there 
that I can’t � nd. � ey weren’t 
here.”

Perry said when he � rst 
opened the doors of the depart-
ment in the summer of 2018, he 
discovered 33 � rearms.

“Of those 33, we traded 23, 
destroyed six, four were kept for 
various purposes and then one 
came in literally a day or day 
before I left,” Perry said. “Proba-
bly � ve � rearms were left.

“I had � rst thought I found 
what were a bunch of missing 
� rearms as well,” Perry said. 
“Most of them I was able to … 
(� nd) out what happened to 
them. I think I reported to Chief 
Odegaard that there were like 
two � rearms I couldn’t account 
for.”

� e Chronicle contacted 
the Seattle division of the U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives for 
comment. � e agency did not 
respond by Chronicle press time.

Property never returned
“You have found property,” 

Brown said. “You found a man’s 
wallet and his cash and his ID. 
And you never attempted to 
return it. Never.”

Brown said there was $400 
cash in the wallet. A certi� ed 
letter was sent to the owner 
“which was returned as no 
reciprocal at this address.

“You knew the man, you 
knew where he lived,” Brown 
said. “I cannot tell you whether 
you ever went and knocked on 
the door and said, ‘Here’s your 
money back.’ Or whether you 
just said, ‘Ah, we’re not even 
going to try. We sent him a cer-
ti� ed letter, that’s good enough, 
that’s what the law requires us 
to do. Here, absorb the money.’ 
Which is what you did. You took 
a man’s $400.”

He said there may be an 
answer, but he can’t � nd 
documentation.

Brown went on to describe 
another incident in which a 
cellphone was con� scated and 
apparently never returned.

“You have a victim that had 
their property stolen from them 
that the police department 
actually found and retrieved, 
put in evidence and never gave 
back to the victim,” he said. 
“What’s a � ip phone worth 
today?”

Brown said the city also 
claims to have 15 bicycles, but 
“you don’t have one bike.”

Previous administrations

“I hear about the hard work 
that the men that worked here 
did and I will agree with that,” 
Brown said, referencing the lat-
est police force. “But if they did, 
I can tell you that you only have 
like, eight or nine items listed in 
that master (evidence) log for 
an entire year.”

City attorney Mick Howe 
questioned the importance of 
the number of items listed and 
asked Brown to put the � gure 
into context.

“What that means (is) over a 
calendar year, you only took in 
eight property numbers,” Brown 
said. “I only took eight things 
from eight di� erent cases.

“To me, what that says is that 
you didn’t even do one inves-
tigation every month,” Brown 
said. “You did less than that. 
Or if you did … where’s all your 
evidence?”

Perry suggested eight or 
nine cases as not being a major 
concern.

“Just listening to (Okanogan 
County) Sheri�  (Tony) Haw-
ley’s comment about service 
calls last month, it comes out 
to about 9 percent of the calls 
led to evidence,” Perry said. “If 
that’s the case, there’s nothing 
abnormal about that. In fact, a 
lot of agencies, I would assume, 
have less than 9 percent.”

Perry also pointed out that 
during a period of that time, 
“there were no police o�  cers. 
So, all that I suspect might 
account for that.”

Hawley reported the sher-
i� ’s o�  ce received 58 calls in 
the past 30 days inside the city 
limits.

Last year, Brown also said 

evidence was documented as 
sitting in the trunk of a patrol 
vehicle for a month and a half.

“At least they were honest 
about it,” Brown said. “When 
you do things like that … things 
just get lost.”

He also noted a case in 
which cash and drugs were 
apparently collected. � e drugs 
made it into an evidence locker, 
but the cash appears to have 
disappeared.

“I can tell you that you have 
an o�  cer that picked up drugs 
and cash and he puts it in his 
report. � e drugs make it to 
evidence, the cash never does,” 
Brown said. “� at’s a fact.”

Drugs

“You guys are missing drugs,” 
Brown said. “I don’t know 
where they went. � ey’re not 
here.”

“You have drugs that you 
have documents that you’re 
using for training aids that can’t 
be located.”

Brown said some drugs were 
located in a safe, but also said a 
K-9 o�  cer “actually took drugs 
from somebody and then used 
them as training aids.

“I can tell you that, that 
o�  cer no longer works here,” 
Brown said, not disclosing the 
identity of the o�  cer.

“Where’d the dope go?” he 
said. “It wasn’t turned back into 
the city because your property 
sheet says he still has it. And 
that’s the last thing that we can 
go o�  of.

“I can’t just make something 
up and go, ‘Well, I’m sure he 
turned it in.’ I’m sure he did, but 
you have no proof of that.

“I did � nd drug training aids 
in a desk and those were put 
in a safe in the old PD behind 
my o�  ce door,” Foreman said. 
“Drugs in the vault were to be 
destroyed, or they were from 
2012 to current, which was then 
to be researched by SEP.”

� e Chronicle contacted the 
Seattle division of the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration for 
comment.

“(� e) DEA does not get 
involved in other agencies’ 
internal audits/investigations, 
nor do we comment on them,” 
DEA Special Agent Jodie Under-
wood said.

Brown said some of the mis-
takes he uncovered were simple 
calculation and human errors. 
He also attributed some of the 
apparent errors to the high 
turnover rate at the department.

“You’ve got a lot of cops 
(that) leave here and go to other 
places,” he said. “And the peo-
ple that � ll those positions were 
probably people that weren’t 
capable of doing it. When you 
asked a guy that’s only been a 
cop for a year and a half to be 
your new police chief you’re 
probably going to run into some 
issues down the road, right?

“� is is by no means over for 
the city,” Brown said. “� e pros-
ecutor’s o�  ce has every single 
item of evidence that I found. 
� ey know what complaint 
number it goes to.”

He also said the city will 
continue to receive dispositions 
and needs to have a game plan.

Mayor Dennis Brown said 
he enjoyed working with Steve 
Brown, while other coun-
cil members had di� erent 
emotions.

Kriner stated she was 
“numb,” and Christa “Tea-
gan” Levine echoed that, 
saying she was in a state of 
“awe.”

Council members Maria 
Moreno and Jensen Sackman 
said they were glad the audit 
was conducted and hope to 
rectify the issues before a new 
police department is formed.

“Put your mind at ease,” 
Perry said. “I saw the shock on 
some of your faces. I under-
stand that shock. But don’t 
feel you’re a lone wolf at this. 
� ere are other agencies going 
through this. We try to � nd 
was there signi� cant theft, or 
any theft? Or is it paperwork 
problems?”

“Steve Brown conducted a 
very thorough investigation 
and his � ndings certainly vali-
dates the mayor and city coun-
cil’s actions in terminating the 
police o�  cers and disbanding 
the police department,” Howe 
told � e Chronicle last week. 
“Although there appears to 
be a lot of missing property 
including cash, guns and 
drugs it is not surprising to 
me knowing the individuals 
involved.

“� e next steps will be 
Steve Brown’s meeting with 
the prosecutor and pre-
sentation of his � ndings 
which very well could lead 
to criminal charges against 
the members of the police 
department,” he said. “Sec-
ondly, the fraud division of 
the state Auditor’s O�  ce will 
also be conducting follow-up 
investigations of the police 
department.”

“With evidence and docu-
mentation as to the breach of 
the police department build-
ing in December, keys in pos-
session of unauthorized city 
employees and council mem-
bers, and with documentation 
as to all of the unauthorized 
people in and out of those 
buildings - from December 
until most recently when Steve 
Brown was working in there - 
the city has made it impossible 
to prove anything,” Foreman 
told � e Chronicle. “� e chain 
of custody has been broken on 
so many levels.

“I will say that if Mr. Howe 
chooses to pursue criminal 
charges, I think it will be a 
good thing,” she said. “� en, 
� nally the whole story and 
the entire picture will come 
out. � ere have been so many 
violations of laws, ordinances 
and civil service rules by the 
city and city council, I think it 
would be great for all of that to 
come to light.”

�e 4th of July is the day that we celebrate our nation’s independence. 
As we view the news from around the world, it gives us pause to think; 
“We're very fortunate to live in America.” It's still the best country 
around and our local merchants and businesses make it that way. 

Wishing you and your family a happy 4th of July.

Celebrate Your Freedom

  

                   

www.cdfcu.com
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 A Book By Local 
Author Don Hruska

• A survey with 
concise but detailed 
information about  
glacial impact in 
Okanogan County. 

• Describes the 
development of 
current land forms.

• Over 140 maps, 
photos and diagrams.

How have glaciers impacted 
Okanogan County?

Okanogan Ice 
Skating

Available Now At:
The Chronicle - 618 Okoma Drive, Omak

Needlelyn Time - 9 N. Main St., Omak

$39.95
PLUS TAX

Bigfoot Fireworks
Open now until July 4 

at midnight
8 a.m.-7 p.m.

East Omak by Moose Lodge
Lots of varieties and packages

‘You guys are missing drugs; Where’d the dope 
go? It wasn’t turned back into the city because 
your property sheet says he (o� icer) still has it.’

Tonasket Internal Compliance Administrator Steve Brown

AUDIT
Report alleges 
items missing

from page A1

Jerry’s 
Auto 

Supply, 
NAPA 

join 
forces

By AMBER HEDINGTON
� e Chronicle

BREWSTER — Jerry’s Auto 
Supply is purchasing NAPA 
Auto Parts store in Brewster 
and has plans to consolidate 
Wenatchee, Leavenworth and 
Okanogan stores.

Under the arrangement 
announced June 21, Jerry’s 
Auto Supply will operate eight 
NAPA-a�  liated stores in seven 
markets as well as an IBS � eet 
supply at the Chelan County 
PUD. � e company will be 
marketed as Jerry’s Auto Sup-
ply “powered by” NAPA. 

Jerry Auto Supply’s Chief 
Financial O�  cer Krista Beck 
said Jerry’s is changing suppli-
ers to NAPA in all locations.

 “Jerry’s is acquiring the Brew-
ster NAPA e� ective Aug. 1,” Beck 
said.  “It’s a great store in a great 
community with a super team. 
� e current manager, Noe Cama-
cho, will continue to manage 
the store. Additionally, we will 
be bringing all current Brewster 
NAPA employers onto our team.  

“� ere are many advantages 
for us of changing to NAPA as a 
supplier, but product availabil-
ity, national brand awareness, 
in-store and online technology 
and additional programs and 
support top the list,” said Beck.  
“We want our family owned 
business to continue to thrive 
into the future and after a 
multi-year process of looking at 
the potential supply partners, 
we felt that NAPA is the most 
committed to supporting inde-
pendents like us and is inno-
vating in ways that will help us 
continue to serve customers in 
our changing market. 

“I believe NAPA is excited to 
partner with us because of our 
long history of commitment 
to excellence and integrity in 
business. I believe the Brew-
ster employees will also � nd 
working with our multi-store 
team fun and exciting.”  
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