
State Rep. believes  
recession pending

Page A-2

Grapeview district gets 
new administrators

Page A-20

Tahuya pair faces 
pending charges

Page A-3

InSIde Today

Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019 The Voice of Mason County Since 1886 - Vol. 132, No. 34 $1.50

SHELTON-MASON COUNTYJournal

By Michael Heinbach
michael@masoncounty.com

More than seven years af-
ter Charles Sydney Longshore 
III shot and 
killed her 
19-year-old 
son, Tara 
Drake faced 
her oldest 
child’s mur-
derer and 
conveyed her 
grief Tues-
day in Mason 
County Su-
perior Court.

Judge Amber Finlay sen-
tenced Longshore to the agreed 
recommendation of Mason 
County Prosecutor Michael 
Dorcy and defense attorney 
Brett Purtzer of 421 months 

double 
murderer 
gets 35 
years
Shelton man hears 
from victims’ families
at sentencing hearing

Longshore

see SENTENCING, page A-18
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The timetable for paving the 
Sanderson Field runway has 
always hinged on the nesting 
habits of the streaked horned 
lark.

Now the arrival of federal 
money will determine whether 
the runway operated by the 
Port of Shelton off U.S. High-
way 101 north of downtown 
Shelton will receive an asphalt 
overlay and other improve-
ments in the coming weeks, or 
if the project will have to wait 
for a year.

The Port of Shelton recently 

Birds, lack of 
money could 
delay work 
on runway

see RUNWAY, page A-17

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

The two-story, 60,000-square-foot 
Mason Clinic is expected to welcome its 
first patients in February, and expand 
the number of examination rooms from 
71 to 110 at Mason General Hospital & 
Family of Clinics in Shelton.

Eric Moll, the company’s CEO, gave 
an update on the campus expansion at 
a luncheon sponsored by the Economic 
Development Council of Mason County 
on Friday at the hospital.

Construction of the $35 million Ma-
son Clinic is on budget, Moll said. The 
exterior siding is scheduled to be com-
pleted Nov. 14, and the building sub-
stantially completed by Jan. 20, Moll 
said. The first patients should be walk-
ing through the doors in February, he 
said.

The clinic departments will be built 
in a “cascading way” between February 
and June, Moll said.

The new medical office building will 
allow Mason General to consolidate 
many of its Shelton services under one 
roof. Mason General is creating a multi-
specialty group practice model with 
“more seamless referral access,” Moll 
said.

Mason General Hospital will house 
the birth center, diagnostic imaging, 

emergency services, a laboratory, reha-
bilitation services and surgery. Mason 
Clinic will house ophthalmology, pri-
mary care, orthopedics, women’s health, 
pediatrics, general surgery, walk-ins, 
podiatry, imaging and a laboratory.

Along with the added space, Ma-
son General will welcome four family 

medicine physicians between January 
and July, Moll said. The organization 
will add two behavior health advanced 
registered nurse practitioners between 
October and January, and one internal 
medicine advanced registered nurse 

Clint Ashcraft, right, shows a tie-dyed tanktop to Belfair resident Anika Atkins in his vendor tent Saturday 
at Hoodstock, a three-day music event at the Skokomish Valley Grange. For more photos of Hoodstock, 
see pages A-8 and A-9. Journal photo by Shawna Whelan
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new Mason Clinic set to open in February

Eric Moll, CEO of Mason General Hospital & Family of Clinics, provides an 
update Friday on hospital expansion at an Economic Development Council of 
Mason County luncheon at the hospital. Journal photo by Gordon Weeks

see HOSPITAL, page A-16
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(35.08 years) in prison for 
the May 28, 2012 shooting 
deaths of 19-year-old Tyler 
William Drake and 37-year-
old Anitrea “Roxy” Taber at 
a residence on West Harvard 
Avenue in Shelton. 

But 35-plus years for two 
convictions of second-degree 
murder isn’t enough for Tara 
Drake, who told the court and 
Longshore exactly that while 
reading her victim-impact 
statement aloud to the court.

“I have thought long and 
hard for many days, months 
and years about what pun-
ishment I felt would fit the 
crime for murder, but there 
really isn’t one,” Tara Drake 
said. “I will say this though, 
I don’t feel like the 35 years 
that the state has offered is 
enough justice for killing Ty-
ler and Roxy. I would like to 
see you (Longshore) spend 
the rest of your life locked up 
in prison, for you have left 
me to live the rest of my life 
without my precious son.”

Earlier, Taber’s husband 
at the time of her murder, 
John Zachary “Zac” Taber, 
also gave an impact state-
ment, which drew tears from 
Longshore, seated at the de-
fendant’s table a mere 15 feet 
away. Zac Taber concluded 
his statement by offering for-
giveness.

“Losing her had more than 
just an effect on my family, 
it affected Mr. Longshore’s 
family … They’re having to 
go through this too and I feel 
sorry for you guys and for 
everyone,” Zac Taber said. 
“Charles, I forgive you.”

Without hesitation, Long-
shore replied with a simple 
“thank you.”

Prior to Longshore reading 
his own statement, Purtzer 
told the court his client had 
matured exponentially since 
the day the two met more 
than seven years ago.

“The person I met seven 
years ago is a completely dif-

ferent person than the one 
who sits before you today, 
and you’ll hear more from 
him in a few minutes,” Purtz-
er said. He added that Long-
shore’s difficult youth, when 
one of the only places he felt 
safe was a “drug house,” was 
a major contributing factor in 
the killings.  

“I will hope that when he 
speaks to you (Finlay) and 
the families, that everybody 
can hear respectively the 
change in him, because I 
think it’s something that was 
long overdue, but something 
that he’s frankly accepted,” 
Purtzer said. “When I first 
met Mr. Longshore, he was 
completely lost, and not just 
in respect to this case, but 
he was lost with frankly no 
sense of humanity, but that 
has changed over time.” 

When it was Longshore’s 
turn to speak, he talked of 
the guilt he’s lived with, his 
efforts to take positive steps 
since he’s been incarcerated 
and his plans for bettering 
himself during his sentence.

Though he pleaded guilty 
Aug. 5 via Alford or Newton 
plea, in which a defendant 
doesn’t concede guilt, but ac-
knowledges the prosecution 

has enough evidence to likely 
return a guilty verdict from 
a jury, Longshore used his 
statement to face up to his 
crime.

“Your honor, I stand be-
fore you today ready to ac-
cept responsibility and to 
hold myself accountable for 
my actions,” Longshore be-
gan. He followed by turning 
to the gallery and apologizing 
to victims’ family members, 
his family and then the court 
itself.

“The truth is, for so long 
I’ve lived a lie and in denial 
because I couldn’t under-
stand or accept what I did,” 
he said. “Most importantly, 

I’ve been ashamed, embar-
rassed and full of guilt. I 
make no excuses for my ac-
tions. All I can say about 
them is I was extremely high 
on drugs. … There’s no way I 
would have come close to be-
ing involved in anything like 
this had I been clean and so-
ber.”

Longshore went on to tell 
the court he plans to finish a 
law degree and earn a mas-
ter’s degree in business while 
serving his sentence in or-
der to open a nonprofit civil 
rights organization upon his 
release.

Longshore, according to 
Shelton Police Department 

and court records, in the ear-
ly morning of May 28, 2012, 
Longshore went armed with 
a pistol in his waistband to a 
West Harvard Avenue resi-
dence to collect a drug debt 
from Taber, who refused 
to step outside. Longshore 
then burst inside, and struck 
Taber in the head with a 
.38-caliber pistol, which fired 
upon striking Taber’s left 
temple. Spooked, Longshore 
then shot Roxy Taber in the 
head, before firing at Tyler 
Drake, seated next to her on 
a couch. Following a four-day 
manhunt, authorities arrest-
ed Longshore June 1.

A jury found Longshore 
guilty in a 2014 trial, but 
that verdict was rescinded 
and the case remanded back 
to Mason County Superior 
Court when the state Court 
of Appeals found errors in 
jury instructions.

Longshore’s plea agree-
ment to second-degree mur-
der waives his right to with-
draw his plea in any state or 
federal court or to appeal his 
conviction or sentence.

“This is the idea — finality 
and closure for everybody,” 
Purtzer said of the plea deal.

Capt. Mike Fiola, one of 
just a handful of current 
Shelton Police personnel that 
were with the SPD at the 
time of the killings, recalled 
responding to the scene and 
echoed sentiments of relief 
the matter is finally in the 
rear-view mirror.

“Unfortunately, there’s 
no winner in this case,” Fi-
ola told the Shelton-Mason 
County Journal on Tuesday 
afternoon. “There were two 
lives lost. While the families 
can have some type of closure 
now, I know it’s been a case 
a lot of my officers have had 
to deal with via court hear-
ings and things like that. So 
we’re glad that it’s come to a 
close, that justice was served 
and that Mr. Longshore will 
be spending a good amount of 
time in prison.”  

Sentencing: Longshore: ‘I make no excuses for my actions’
continued from page A-1

AT LEFT: Charles 
Sydney Longshore 
III on Tuesday leaves 
Mason County 
Superior Court in 
Shelton after receiving 
a 421-month sentence 
for two counts of 
second-degree 
murder in the 2012 
shooting deaths of 
37-year-old Anitrea 
“Roxy” Taber and 
Tyler William Drake. 
BELOW: Tara Drake, 
center, listens from 
the gallery of Mason 
County Superior Court 
during the sentencing 
hearing for Longshore. 
In May 2012, 
Longshore shot and 
killed Drake’s 19-year-
old son, Tyler William 
Drake, and Taber 
while attempting to 
collect on a drug 
debt. BOTTOM: Judge 
Amber Finlay hands 
down Longshore’s 
sentence. Journal 
photos by Michael 
Heinbach
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