
A disabled veteran, an 
abused spouse, a young 
couple and countless others 
have found solace at Laraine 
Claire’s house on the corner 
of Spruce Street and Fourth 
Avenue in recent years.

“It wasn’t something I 
ever put an ad in the paper 
for,” Claire, 57, said. “People 
always came to me saying, ‘I 
need a place to live.’”

As she’s met and housed 
people from various walks 
of life, Claire saw her own 
daughter Brooke struggle 
with addiction. This led 
Claire to take custody of her 
then 1-year-old grandson 
Isaac. Claire said seeing 
her daughter and others in 
Sequim struggle with addic-
tion helped her become more 
sympathetic to people with 
opioid addictions.

About a year ago, Claire re-
members distinctly praying 
and asking God what to do.

“I asked, ‘What do you 
want?’ There are a lot of other 
mothers out there who are 
suffering with their children 
and their addictions,” she 
said.

Claire began talking to 
various partners about open-
ing her home in a more of� -
cial capacity, which led to the 
recent partnership with the 
new nonpro� t organization 
ORCA, Our Resilient Com-
munity Alliance.

“They strongly presented 
that they take people who 
have fallen through the 
cracks,” Claire said.

What is ORCA?
ORCA’s emphasis, says 

Executive Director Manny 
Aybar, is to support women 
and families, specifically 
single mothers with children 
and single grandmothers 
and their grandchildren.

“For us, families take all 
kinds of permutations,” he 
said.

“We’ll provide services 
and a home to individuals 
experiencing homelessness, 
crisis or trauma. That’s a 
pretty big umbrella because 
that’s where the need is in 

the community.”
Aybar said many local and 

national social services “tend 

to paint these services in very 
big broad strokes.”

“From what we’ve seen 

with where the need exists, 
there’s a dovetail of services,” 
he said.

“When you’re working 
with an individual who has 
an addiction, and is involved 
in the judicial system, and has 
homelessness issues and may 
or may not have substance 
abuse, it’s when all of those 
come together. We want 
to be that net that catches 
these people and moves these 
people to the next phase.”

ORCA’s services in Claire’s 
home, called Summit House, 
include traditional housing 

and “wrap-around services,” 
such as access to counseling, 
basic job training, budget 
training and more.

“It does us no good to say 
at two years you got to go 
and they have no basic skills 
to sustain them,” Aybar said.

Each individual or family 
will be responsible for a part 
of their costs based on ability 
to pay with an estimated cost 
to ORCA for housing, food, 
transportation and services 
at about $1,500 per month 
per family.

SEQUIM GAZETTE Sports • Arts & Entertainment • Schools • CalendarSECTION

Wednesday, April 24, 2019

B COMMUNITY
From 

aerospace 
to art

OTA youth-focused 
‘Road Show’ series

There’s a youth movement going 
on this Sequim stage.

Seeking to include more children 
from the community in its arts 
program and bolster the future 
of its children’s theater program, 
Olympic Theatre Arts has launched 
the “Road Show” class series.

The “Road Show” class series will 
“explore a compilation of scenes 
from original student work, popu-
lar characters from shows OTA’s 
children’s program has produced, 
as well as larger than life charac-
ters created during creative drama 
workshops,” OTA members said 
last week.

This spring’s “Road Show” is a 
10-week after-school class series 
featuring acting opportunities from 
“The Phantom Tollbooth,” “The Dot 
and the Line,” “Inspiration through 

Time,” “The Lemon Sisters” and the 
witches from “Macbeth.”

“Fresh & Salty,” an original script 
that was made into a � lm and en-
tered into the River and Ocean Film 
Festival this winter, also will debut 
several new tide pool characters.

“With the ‘Road Show’ series we 
can get on stages that have larger 
audiences for our showcase work,” 
program director Bonne Smith 
said. “The showcases are presenta-
tions of work at the end of each class 
or workshop session.”

This summer, the community 
will get a chance to see the Chil-
dren’s Theatre program’s popular 
characters at the Sequim Farmers 
Market, June 15-Aug. 17. Program 
members also are participating in 
the Irrigation Festival Parade on 
May 11.

Program director Bonne Smith, left, works on makeup with “Shimmer 
Girl” Indi Mixon. Photo courtesy of Olympic Theatre Arts
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Clallam’s Master Gardeners 
announce annual plant sale

Boasting a larger variety of na-
tive plants and succulents than 
in previous years, the Master 
Gardeners of Clallam County’s 
annual Plant Sale is set for 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. Saturday, May 4, at the 
Master Gardener Demonstration 
Gardens, 2711 Woodcock Road.

All proceeds from the sale will 
be used to further education and 
demonstration garden programs 
in Clallam County.

Master Gardeners will be on site 
to help attendees in selections and 
answering gardening questions.

Best selections are generally 
from 9 a.m.-noon, while all re-
maining items will be marked 
down half price from 12:30-2 p.m.

The sale includes 18-20 different 
varieties of native plants ranging 
from red � owering currants, blue 
elderberry, paci� c crabapples and 
snowberries. There also will be or-
namentals, grasses, ground cov-
ers, perennial � owers, vegetable 
and herb starts.

New to this year’s event is a 
“Gardening Store” where items 
are sold in the gardeners’ outdoor 
pavilion; attendees can � nd inter-
esting reusable garden items and 
books, plus baskets, garden art 
and gardening supplies. The sale 
also features mason bee houses 
and gift cards made with photos 
from the club’s demonstration 
gardens.

Plant sale coordinator Kathy 
Fritz said several Master Garden-
ers have been donating their time, 

money and expertise in dividing 
and cultivating plants from their 
own gardens for the sale.

Mike Barnes has donated the 
use of his greenhouse to “kick 

start” a number of the sale’s plants 
because of a late spring. These 
plants are then put outside to be 
acclimated for the local climate.

Each plant for sale has been 
labeled with its name, description 
and cultivation requirements. 
Master Gardeners also have 
started from seed, vegetables and 
herbs. 

Fritz said the sale has been an 
event for years that the Master 
Gardeners look forward to each 
year.

For more information about the 
sale, call the Extension Of� ce at 
360-565-2679.

Cece Fitton, left, and Cathy Wagner 
prepare for the Master Gardeners 
of Clallam County’ s annual Plant 
Sale on Saturday, May 4.

Photos courtesy of Karen Teig
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Above: Last summer, volunteers helped Laraine Claire paint her home on the corner of Spruce Street and Fourth Avenue for Sequim Service Fest. On April 
27, volunteers with Sequim Beautiful Day will help paint the interior as the home transitions to a home for women and grandmothers and their families 
facing homelessness, crisis and/or trauma for the new group ORCA, Our Resilient Community Alliance. Sequim Gazette � le photos by Matthew Nash 
Inset: For the past four-plus years, Laraine Claire has watched her grandson Isaac Stromberg, as his mom Brooke struggled with addiction. Now, Claire 
looks to support women and families like her daughter needing help by leasing her home for at least two years. Photo courtesy of Laraine Claire                     

A mother and grandmother’s loveA mother and grandmother’s love
Sequim woman 
opens home to 
women facing 
homelessness

Sequim Beautiful Day projects
When: Saturday, April 27
Projects: 
• Summit House, painting home for women and families in need
• Olympic Peninsula Academy, painting classrooms
• Sequim Hospital Guild, paint, landscaping
• Helen Haller Elementary, landscaping
• Senior Care, ful� lling special requests
• Rally in the Alley
More information: 
Sign up and learn more at www.sequimbeautifulday.org.

BY MATTHEW NASH
For the Sequim Gazette

See HOME, B-6
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Claire said she chose ORCA 
because they’re an organization 
open to anyone and based on faith 
principles and run by a faith-based 
team.

Transition
ORCA leaders, including Aybar 

and Hailey McLaughlin, director 
of operations, anticipate providing 
full, cohesive support care at any 
time to at least three or four families.

Aybar said that support could 
go up to two years but they could 
transition sooner as they’re ready for 
success with necessary skills, such 
as budgeting and food prep.

“Things like that may seem 
simple to us, but for someone com-
ing into self-responsibility, this can 
be very daunting,” Aybar said.

Those living in Summit House 
are expected to either work a part-
time or full-time job, or volunteer 
at least 10 hours if they are disabled 
or unable to work due to criminal 
history. ORCA staff plan to develop 
two retail micro-businesses for 
residents if they cannot work in 
traditional means.

Aybar said their residents who 
have experienced crisis and trauma 
generally have behavioral issues, 
felonies and/or other challenges.

He said Summit House will be 
their home with responsibilities 
and ORCA staff will ask questions of 
them like “where do you see yourself 
in two years?”

“That’s why we think our model 

is a little different — it cuts away at 
the bureaucracy and that is what 
is lacking in this field,” Aybar said.

ORCA staff also will help residents 
ready to transition themselves to a 
new home by helping them fill out 
needed paperwork and meet with 
landlords.

McLaughlin said with low un-
employment rates and a positive 
economy, landlords can be pickier 
and that even people without felo-
nies or addictions can be overlooked 
for a job or housing.

Support
According to their handout, 

ORCA staff plan to begin operations 
this summer.

Aybar said a majority of their 
start-up costs came from Clallam 
County residents, and staff consider 
it a Sequim-based operation.

For now, Aybar and McLaughlin 
say they are working without pay 
and intend to hire more positions 

in the coming months, including a 
house manager, case manager, peer 
and family advocate and a business 
manager.

McLaughlin said they intend to 
be as transparent as possible with 
plans for periodic audits, to release 
IRS statements online, and the 
ability to show where specific dona-
tions go.

In the next three to four years, 
ORCA staff plan to raise about 
$350,000 to sustain operations, 
including salaries, rents, food, 
transportation and more.

They’ve been in touch with 
groups like Sequim Cares and Aybar 
said they will look to partner with 
individual churches to potentially 
sponsor individual family’s costs.

“Sequim is a beautiful commu-
nity and has shown a great sense of 
generosity,” he said. “It’s incumbent 
on us to be as transparent as pos-
sible. We anticipate being here for 
a long time and the only way to 

do that is to be as transparent as 
possible.”

As for long-term plans, ORCA 
may look to do a facility for seniors, 
and another for youths, such as for 
LGBTQI+ individuals.

Aybar said they envision branch-
ing into Clallam County more but 
not until they partner with entities 
like the City of Sequim and com-
munity groups like Sequim Cares.

‘Don’t Have To Say Sorry’
In order for Claire’s home to be 

ready for incoming families, she’ll 
partner with Sequim Beautiful Day 
volunteers on Saturday, April 27, to 
paint and repair certain parts of the 
inside of the home.

Last summer, Claire partnered 
with the City of Sequim and Habitat 
for Humanity of Clallam County for 
their Sequim Service Fest to help 
revitalize the outside of her home.

Back then, she said “God has a 
plan for this house.”

Since she’s owned the house, it’s 
served as a home for her children 
including her two sons Wesley 
and Keaton Stromberg, singer-
songwriters for the band Emblem3.

Wesley released the song “Don’t 
Have To Say You’re Sorry” last Oc-
tober and it even features Brooke 
speaking about her struggle with 
addiction.

Claire said she supports ORCA 
because it’ll help people like Brooke 
beyond the original recovery pro-
gram and not “slip through the 
cracks.”

For more information on ORCA, 
Our Resilient Community Alliance, 
visit www.OlympicORCA.org, reach 
it at 360-605-0723 or Manny Aybar 
at Manny@olympicorca.org or 
Hailey McLaughlin at HR@olympic 
orca.org.

“We’ll provide services and a home to 
individuals experiencing homelessness, 

crisis or trauma. That’s a pretty big 
umbrella because that’s where the need is 

in the community.”
Manny Aybar

ORCA Executive Director

Hailey McLaughlin Manny Aybar

Home
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OLYMPIC BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Weekly programs provided for
youth and adults, such as
AWANA and Precept Bible studies

Pastor Rich Hay

360-683-6731

414 N. Sequim Ave. 
(in the Olympic Theatre Arts Building)
Website: www.obfchurch.org

10:00 a.m. Worship, Nursery  
& Children’s Church
10:00 a.m. Tuesday                           
Precept Bible Study

2280800

First Church of
Christ, Scientist
337 West Spruce • 683-9174

Sunday Service: 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
(held at Reading Room)

Christian Science Reading Room
121 North Sequim Avenue
Tuesday through Saturday
12 noon until 3:00 p.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME 

2280786

Sequim Worship Center

“Sharing Good News from the edge of the Olympic Mountains
to the Ends of the Earth”

sequimworshipcenter.org

Rev. David L. Westman

640 N. Sequim Avenue
360-683-7981

SUNDAY MORNING 
SERVICE 10:45 AM

2280817

Sunday Worship Services 
9:00 am and 10:45 am

Nursery through 5th-Grade Programs are available 
at 2nd service, 1st service offers Nursery through 

1st-grade. Youth Class at 10:45 in Chapel.

Pastors: Tim Richards, Wayne Yamamoto
David Piper, Britt Hemphill

45 Eberle Lane, Sequim  
(4.5 miles N. of Hwy 101 on Sequim-Dungeness Way)

360-683-7333
Office open Mon-Thurs 8:30-4:30 and Fri 8:30-1

www.dcchurch.org

2280778

Dungeness
Community Church

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH L.C.M.S.

382 W. Cedar
683-4803

2280781

Sunday Worship Services
 8:30 & 11 a.m. 

Adult Bible Classes 
and Sunday School  9:45 a.m.

P.O. Box 925, Sequim, WA 98382
Pastors Steve Eaton and Roger Stites
 http://www.faithlutheransequim.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
KINGDOM ROCK - July 8-12, 9am-12pm

Register online, Ages 4-12

950 N. Fifth Avenue - (360) 683-4194

www. s e q u im c ommun i t y c h u r c h . o r g

2280814

Dr. Scott E. Koenigsaecker, Lead Pastor
Rev. Rick Dietzman, Associate Pastor

Nathan Funston, Director of Worship, Music & Arts
Keith Sandell, Director of Youth Ministries

Jennifer Gillis, Director of Children’s Ministries

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9am: Contemporary 
10am: Blended 
11am: Modern  
Sunday School for all ages
Loving infant care

Sequim Center for
Spiritual Living

A Center For Positive Living
Holds

Sunday Service
10:00

Pioneer Park
Rev. Lynn Osborne

INFORMATION CALL 
681-0177

2280811

TriniTy
UniTed
MeThodisT ChUrCh
100 South Blake Ave.

Sunday School & Nursery: 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.

Bill Green, Pastor
683-5367

church@sequimtumc.org
www.sequimtumc.org

2280820

Sequim Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Sat. 9:30 a.m. Sabbath School
10:45 a.m. Worship Service

Church
683-7373

30 Sanford Lane
Mountain View Christian School

683-6170
255 Medsker Rd.

Pastors: Mark & Collette Pekar
sequimadventist@sequimsdachurch.org

2280804

Dungeness Valley 
Lutheran Church

E.L.C.A.
925 N. Sequim Ave.

Pastor Russ Britton
www.dvelca.org

360-681-0946

2280777

Sunday Worship
TWO SERVICES

8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Reach Out, Share God’s Love.

The Lord is like a father to his 
children, tender and compassionate 
to those who fear him. For he knows 

how weak we are; he remembers 
we are only dust.

– Psalm 103: 13-14

101 E. Maple St., Sequim
360-683-6076

www.clallamcatholic.com 
Mass Schedule:

Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.
Sunday:  8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Monday,  Thursday & Friday:  8:30 a.m.
 Wednesday: 12:00 p.m.

Spanish Mass every 2nd Sunday 2 p.m.
Confession:  

30 minutes prior to all daily Masses 
on Wednesday & Friday

Weekend Confessions: Saturday 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Saint Joseph Parish

2280802

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour - 11:00 a.m.

Bible Studies & Classes for all ages
Check web or phone for more 

information

WEDNESDAY  
Youth Groups - 6 p.m.

THURSDAY
AWANA – 6:00 p.m.

847 North Sequim Ave.
360-683-4135

www.sequimbible.org

Shane McCrossen, Senior Pastor
Pat Lynn, Student Ministries Pastor

2280810

www.fbcsequim.com
Pastor Wes Funkhouser
Pastor to Senior Adults

Ed Dorstad
360-683-2114

SUNDAYS 
Bible Study 9:15 a.m.

Morning Service 10:45 a.m.
Evening Service 6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS 
Prayer Meeting 6:00 p.m.

2280784

1323 Sequim-Dungeness Way

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH SEQUIM 

(SBC)

Multi-Faith
Prayer Gathering

Saturday, April 27, 10:30am 
Sequim Library

1-800-22-UNITE
360-582-7101 / 417-0105

The Baha’i Faith

“May all of you become the 
cause of joy and of renewing 
the love of God in all hearts.” 

Abdu’l-Baha

2280754

2280761

If you have a Bible question we will give you a Bible answer.
Phone: 360 808-1021

Meeting at the American Legion Hall
107 E. Prairie Street off Sequim St.

Sunday Bible Study and Worship at 10 am
Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 pm

PENINSULA
Worldwide

CHURCH OF GOD

A Bible Based Church
Services: Saturday at 1 p.m.
Gardiner Community Center

980 Old Gardiner Road

Visitors Welcome
For more information 

360-417-0826

2280791
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