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When a question about diversifying 
the City of  Mukilteo’s budget 

was asked to Mukilteo City Council 
Position 6 candidates at the Wednesday, 
Oct. 23, candidate forum, Peter Zieve 
snapped off  some quick, specific 
percentages. In his possession on stage 
at Rosehill Community Center was a 
printed copy of  the City’s 2020 budget 
in a binder. 

When it was time for his opponent 
Elisabeth Crawford’s turn, she was a 
little flustered, and threw a bold claim 
at Zieve: That he had the questions 
pre-prepared in his binder. 

She asked if  any of  the other can-
didates on stage had been given the 
questions beforehand, and everyone 
shook their heads or said no. Zieve 
denied it, and moderator Matt Martin 
said the book would be examined after 
the forum concluded.

When the forum ended, Zieve 
grabbed his belongings and hurried to 
get off  the stage. 

Martin and others, including Council 
President Christine Cook, huddled 
around Zieve asking to see his notes. 
He refused, and, per Cook, told them 
his official stance was he was not going 
to allow anyone to look at the book. 
He then hurried out the door into the 
hallway. 

Beacon Editor Brandon Gustafson 
chased after Zieve, and asked him a 
simple question: Do you have a copy of  
the questions?

Zieve said yes, and that Mario 
Lotmore, publisher of  the Lynnwood 
Times and one of  the event’s planners, 
was the one who gave him those ques-

Peter Zieve 
caught 
with forum 
questions
Other candidates say they never 
had access and were never offered

see FORUM QUESTIONS page 2  u
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Linda Surface was being a good grandmother the night 
she almost died.

She was attending her grandson Quinn’s curriculum 
night at Olympic View Middle School with her daughter 
Tonya Morris on Sept. 24. 

As the event came to a close, the trio, like all others 
there that night, made their way to the parking lot. 

That’s when Surface stopped moving, called out to her 
daughter, and collapsed. She was in the midst of  cardiac 
arrest. 

As panic set in and Morris called out for help, four 
medically trained parents on site answered the call for 
help. 

Local heroes honored for saving woman’s life

 Beacon photos by Brandon Gustafson

Four OV parents assisted Linda  
Surface while she was in cardiac arrest

Zegeye Kure was the first to start CPR. Kurt Roberts quickly 
joined him in alternating compressions. Marsha Ferrara, a 
cardiac nurse, and Kelly Karl, also a nurse, arrived and did 
their part. 

Other parents helped by using cellphone flashlights to assist 
however they could and by calling 911, and Olympic View staff  
were able to locate a defibrillator (AED).

Morris said Ferrara “directed the CPR team” before adminis-
tering the AED until the Mukilteo Fire Department arrived. 

Mike Yoakum, the Mukilteo fire captain on the call, and his 
team took over with compressions and the AED. 

Thanks to the quick response by the parents and Fire Depart-
ment, Surface is up and running, and last Tuesday, Oct. 22, got 

see GIVING THANKS page 20  u

Linda Surface speaks with Marsha Ferrara at an event at Mukilteo Fire 
Station 24 last Tuesday, Oct. 22. Surface had cardiac arrest at Olympic 
View Middle School last month, and in front, Kelly Kyle, Ferrara, Kurt 
Roberts, and Zegeye Kure, were the four parents who stepped up and 
helped save her life before paramedics took over. 

The Mukilteo City Council will have at least 
three new faces next year, and those candidate 

hopefuls, as well as a pair facing off  to remain on 
the council, made their cases for election Wednes-
day, Oct. 23, at Rosehill Community Center at the 
Mukilteo Candidate Forum.

The forum was sponsored by the Mukilteo Chamber 
of  Commerce, the Mukilteo Beacon, and the Lynnwood 
Times, and a majority of  questions were pre-prepared 
by the event’s sponsors ahead of  the event. 

Council Positions 4-7 are on Mukilteo ballots this 
year, and feature a mix of  familiar and new faces, as 
well as the two incumbents squaring off. 

Candidates for each race were asked questions that 
they and their opponent would each answer before a 
new question was asked to candidates in a different 
race. 

Below are some key points and takeaways from the 

For the first time in over a decade, there will be a 
new face representing Mukilteo on the Snohom-

ish County Council. 
Longtime County Councilmember Brian Sullivan, 

a Democrat who is a former Mukilteo mayor and 
councilmember, is wrapping up his third term, so is 
term-limited from being able to keep his seat. He is 
running for Snohomish County treasurer. 

There was no shortage of  eager candidates aiming 
to succeed Sullivan, as eight names were on the 
primary ballot in August. Through that, two made it 
through – Anna Rohrbough and Megan Dunn.

Rohrbough, a Republican, is a familiar face here in 
Mukilteo as the City Council’s current vice presi-
dent. She earned the highest total in the primary, 
with more than 34%.

Dunn was one of  seven Democrats to appear on the 
primary ballot, and narrowly made it through to the 

While one of  three Mukilteo School Board seats 
on this November’s ballot is an easy choice 

(John Gahagan is running unopposed to retain his 
seat), two races pair incumbents with challengers 
hungry to shape the future of  the Mukilteo School 
District. 

Current School Board President Michael Simmons 
is being challenged by Bruce Guthrie, while Kyle 
Kennedy is aiming to keep his seat in a race with 
Jennifer Cole. 

Simmons, who retired from Boeing after 21 years in 
human resources and leadership development, was 
first elected to the board in 2011. He has served on a 
number of  local organizations, such as the Mukilteo 
YMCA’s board of  directors. 

Kennedy, an engineering manager at Korrey 
electronics, was first elected in 2015. He has served 
on a variety of  school groups and PTSAs, as well as 

A review of County, City and School District candidates heading into Nov. 5 election
City Council candidates make cases Dunn, Rohrbough face off School Board candidates share visions

see CITY COUNCIL page 12  u see DUNN AND ROHRBOUGH page 16  u see SCHOOL BOARD page 8  u
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The City of Mukilteo is pleased to announce the 2020  
Co-Sponsorship Facility Use Grant Program

Applications are being accepted through Nov 27, 2020

The grant enables public or private organizations to use 
City facilities at no charge to host their community event.  
(I.e. Community Center and/or Parks) 

For eligibility requirements and grant applications:
• Visit the City of Mukilteo website:  

www.mukilteowa.gov

• Call Rosehill Community Center: 425.263.8180

With the increase in the usage 
of  e-cigarettes and vaping, the 

Mukilteo Police Department will host 
a community forum on Nov. 19 to 
highlight the safety risks involved with 
using those products. The event will 
take place at 6 p.m. at Mukilteo City 
Hall (11930 Cyrus Way).

According to the Snohomish Health 
District, there have recently been two 
reported cases of  vaping-associated 
lung injuries in Snohomish County. 

Health educator Mary O’Leary, BS, 
MEd, of  the Snohomish County Health 
District will be the guest speaker.

According to a post on the City’s 

website, O’Leary has been involved 
in education for 25 years and the past 
seven years she has been with Snohom-
ish County Health District. She is part 
of  a health team that has increased 
efforts to combat opioid addiction and 
she is the lead health professional in 
youth marijuana and vaping preven-
tion efforts from the health district. 

“Mary’s experience as a healthcare 
professional is a valuable asset and 
educating parents, teens and com-
munity members about the risks 
associated with vaping and e-cigarettes 
is a welcomed contribution to public 
health,” the post said.

“Vaping has become the prevalent 
topic of  conversation and debate in 
the community. It is so important that 
adults as well as teens learn the real 
health and safety risks from these 
products. I am committed to protecting 
public health in our community and 
providing accurate information is a 
key element in efforts to help avoid 
health risks,” said Mukilteo Mayor 
Jennifer Gregerson.

Vaping and e-cigarette related health 
concerns are surging nationwide. The 
rise in the use of  vaping products and 
e-cigarettes among teens are driven by 
a lack of  accurate information about 

their health risks, the post said.
“It is important that teens and com-

munity members learn factual infor-
mation about vaping and e-cigarettes 
so responsible health related decisions 
can be made. Too many times these 
devices can encourage the use of  more 
dangerous substances,” said Mukilteo 
Police Chief  Cheol Kang.

For more information about the 
Mukilteo Police Department or the 
“Forum on e-cigarettes and vaping,” 
contact Crime Prevention Officer 
Myron Travis at 425-263-8104 or email 
crimeprevention@mukilteowa.gov.

MPD to host forum about risks of e-cigarettes, vaping

Mukilteo Fire Department was dispatched to an automatic fire 
alarm at 2:15 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 27, at 4480 Chennault Beach Road.  

On arrival, Engine 25 reported smoke showing and requested a full 
commercial fire response. Battalion 25 and Engine 24, along with 
automatic aid units from Everett Fire and South County Fire, were 
dispatched. 

The large commercial warehouse, once home to Mukilteo’s City 
Hall, was full of  smoke, making it difficult to locate the fire. In addi-
tion to the fire alarm, the building is also protected by a fire sprinkler 
system, which kept the fire contained. The Snohomish County Fire 
Marshal’s Office is investigating the origin of  the fire.  

All units cleared by 6:21 a.m., and the estimated building and 
contents loss $12,000.

Units responding:

Battalion 11, Battalion 15, Technical Rescue 21, Air 10

Local fire departments  
respond to Mukilteo alarm

tions beforehand.
The Beacon asked Zieve if  they could 

see Zieve’s book, and Zieve obliged. As 
shown in the photo included in this story, 
Zieve had the questions, shown in black 
text, while his notes for those specific 
questions were typed in red. 

Zieve again said he got those questions 
from Lotmore and, when handed his 
binder, turned and left. 

The Beacon returned to the Christensen 
Room and found Lotmore and Martin, 
and told them what Zieve had said: That 
Lotmore had given him the questions. 
Lotmore denied the allegation. 

First, here’s how those questions were 
created.

The Mukilteo Chamber of  Commerce 
reached out to The Beacon in September 
about running a candidate forum along 
with the Lynnwood Times newspaper. 

Chamber CEO Deanna Siegel initially 
asked if  either Publisher Paul Archipley 
or Gustafson would moderate the event. 
Because The Beacon wanted to remain 
neutral, both declined, and Gustafson 
offered to help write questions for City 
Council, County Council, and School 
Board candidates to answer during the 
forum. 

Gustafson met with Lotmore and Sigel 
during September to go over logistics and 
start preparing the questions. 

On Friday, Oct. 18, Gustafson met again 
with Lotmore and Sigel, as well as Mar-
tin and Lighthouse Festival President 
Candace Felt, who assisted with the fo-
rum by filtering questions written by the 
audience. After that meeting, Gustafson 
and Lotmore finished preparing the ques-
tions.

Gustafson sent a Word document to 
Lotmore after 3 p.m. that day with the 
questions. 

Lotmore responded later, while includ-
ing Felt and Sigel on the email saying the 
following:

“I am highly concerned that these ques-
tions are shared with other persons when 
it is not required nor needed.  None of  us 
(including myself) should have the ques-
tions to maintain the integrity of  the fo-
rum process and fulfilling our obligation 
to voters of  a fair and impartial process.

 “The questions should remain in a 
secured location, printed the day of  the 
event with an observer, placed into a 
bag and then sealed.  The seal should be 
broken by the moderator the day of  the 
event.

“If  the questions are leaked, or candi-
date responses obviously reflect predeter-
mined answers, I will voice my concern 
to the public because it is the right thing 
to do. Justice before people and people 
before politics.”

Felt then responded, saying, “I would 
just like to let you know that if  I don’t 
have time to contemplate the planned 
questions, I may not be able to fully filter 
the questions that come in during the 
forum.

“I understand your concerns, and I 
agree.  However, I still would like to say 
that I would like the questions before-
hand.  Even if  it’s just a day before.

“I affirm to you that I have no desire 
to inform any candidate of  anything as 
I also want to hear actual spontaneous 
answers to the questions.”

She said she would abide by whatever 
Lotmore and Gustafson decided. 

Lotmore later responded by saying, 
“You have my commitment of  not shar-
ing the questions with anyone either.”

Sigel said, “Ditto!” and Gustafson 
responded with, “Sounds good. Let me 
know if  you need anything else from me 
before the forum.”

Lotmore early last week sent the final-
ized questions, along with the schedule 
of  the event, to Gustafson, Martin, Sigel, 
and Felt. 

After the forum
Outside of  Rosehill after the forum, 

Gustafson, Lotmore, Sigel, Martin, and 
Chamber Board President Paul Ellis 
discussed the situation. All denied send-
ing the questions to anyone, and Lotmore 
showed his email inbox and sent mes-
sages for multiple email accounts. 

Multiple messages were to Zieve, many 
regarding letters to the editor to The Bea-
con. In one email, Lotmore sent a mes-
sage to Zieve saying he felt “the fix was 
on,” and that Zieve’s opponent, Crawford, 
was going to receive a copy of  the ques-
tions before the event, and that he wanted 
to warn him. Sigel asked Lotmore why he 
felt this way, and he said he was worried 
because “I don’t really know all of  you.”

Candidate response
Last Thursday, The Beacon reached out 

to all City Council and County Council 
candidates regarding what happened 
with the questions. 

In a brief  conversation Zieve changed 
course and said he’d received the ques-

-

u from FORUM QUESTIONS page 1

see PETER ZIEVE page 13  u

Old City Hall warehosue building caught fire Sunday
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MIKE SIMMONS

Mukilteo School Board
It still begins and ends with our students!

Paid for by the Campaign for Mike Simmons | 5500 Harbour Pointe Blvd, Mukilteo, WA 98275

As your School Board Director, I remain committed to:  

Endorsed By Mukilteo Education Association

Call Me Today!

425-345-6063

G Mukilteo Resident for 35 Years
G 35 Years Real Estate & Banking

graham@windermere.com

Graham Haight
Real Estate Professional

public records request asking for all the 
park and ride documentation and corre-

In closing this last part of  the parking 
discussion I want to acknowledge and 
appreciate the efforts of  former Mayor 
Emory Cole for his ongoing efforts to 
bring the parking issues that plague our 
waterfront to light and continue to remind 
us that we’re not always heading where 

Also, although I didn’t cover it here, 
I appreciate the continued effort by 
former Mukilteo City Councilmember 
Charlie Pancerzewski for pointing out 
the discrepancy between the development 
regulations that require less parking for 
businesses in the waterfront/Old Town 
area than for the rest of  Mukilteo, and its 
impact on the parking issues we’re expe-
riencing. I’ve never understood why we’ve 
never been able to get a reasonable answer 
from the City (even while on the council) 
and more importantly why Mukilteo offi-
cials won’t address this obvious problem.

Drop me a note at kstoltz@citynetwork.
com if  you have information to share or 

by areas of  unincorporated Snohomish 
County, such as the east side of  Mukilteo 
Speedway where Azteca and Pizza Hut 
are, as well as further into Picnic Point 
down to 148th. 

Maddux said there’s areas that are 
“considered Mukilteo” that are no-brain-
ers to annex, such as that east side of  the 
Speedway. But other areas, such as close 
to Highway 99, not so much. 

“Highway 99 does not fit in to this small, 
wonderful town that we have,” he said. 

Khan described annexation as a poten-
tial “cash cow” for Mukilteo, namely that 
eastern strip of  Mukilteo Speedway. 

“It is time,” he said.
 Position 6

Like Position 5, the race for Position 6 
features a former candidate and a new 
one, with former candidate Zieve and 
first-time candidate Elisabeth Crawford 
vying for Emery’s current seat. 

Zieve ran in 2017 in 
what many felt was a 
controversial campaign 
against then-council 
president Bob Cham-
pion. A focus point of  
Zieve’s campaign was a 
rumor that Champion 
and Mayor Jennifer Gre-
gerson were engaged in 
an affair, as well as that 
Champion is not a busi-

ness owner and has no children. Zieve 
has six children and is the founder of  
Electroimpact, Mukilteo’s largest busi-
ness. Zieve used “sign toppers” on his 
campaign signs that had comparisons 
between he and Champion. 

Crawford is an occupational health 
and safety specialist at Boeing and is a 
current Mukilteo Parks and Arts com-
missioner. She previously worked at the 
Snohomish Health District. 

Zieve used the sign topper technique 
again, as well as in paid ads in The Bea-
con, comparing that he has children and 
owns a business and has lived in Mukilteo 
for a number of  years, while Crawford 
has no children, doesn’t own a business, 
and has lived in Mukilteo for just under 
a decade. 

Crawford earned 
55.64% during the pri-
mary to Zieve’s 32.24%.

The debate between 
these two has been the 
talk of  the town since 
Wednesday evening, as it 
was discovered Zieve had 
the forum questions in 
his notes ahead of  time 
with pre-prepared an-
swers. Candidates were 

not given the questions beforehand. (We 
will not be focusing on that in this story. 
For more information on that, see “Peter 
Zieve caught with forum questions” on 
the front page).

The question asked when the issue 
arose was what the City can do to diver-
sify its source of  revenue. Zieve said the 
City already has an incredibly diverse 
revenue stream, noting that the City re-
ceives far less of  its money from property 
tax compared to Snohomish County, and 
utilities and sales tax are two of  the other 
big sources of  income for the City. 

Crawford said there should be a deeper 
dive into the budget to look at what’s 
working and what isn’t, and there should 

be more emphasis on grants. 
The two were also asked about parking 

in Old Town, which has been a topic of  
discussion among residents for a number 
of  years. 

Zieve lauded the new parking pro-
gram at the waterfront that allows for a 
maximum of  12 hours for certain spots 
compared to the regular maximum of  
four hours, which is still the case for a 
majority of  spots. 

Zieve said residents are “in pretty 
good shape” because of  the residential 
parking pass program that many take 
advantage of, but the issue comes from 
non-residents, primarily in the summer 
when Lighthouse Park is at its busiest. 

“I believe we should be looking for a 
parking facility up in Old Town – not on 
the waterfront,” Zieve said.

Crawford noted Mukilteo is essentially 
built out as it currently stands.

“We have about 2% of  land to build on,” 
she said.

She said the City’s options for building 
a parking structure are limited, and the 
City’s comprehensive plan states the City 
should look at partnering with current 
parking lots to provide waterfront and 
ferry parking for those who need it. 

She also said Sound Transit’s ST3 
plan has $40 million to fund projects 
in Mukilteo and Edmonds, and money 
from ST3 could be a source of  revenue to 
provide a structure that limits traffic and 
parking impacts to Old Town residents. 

Position 7
Council President Chris Cook an-

nounced she would not run to keep her 
seat after six years on the council, and 
Former Mayor Joe Marine and first-time 
candidate Kristina Melnichenko are 
squaring off  for Cook’s seat. 

Marine is a former councilmember, 
state Representative, 
and a two-term mayor. 
Melnichenko has worked 
as a data analyst, office 
manager, and business 
administrator. Marine 
received the most votes 
in the primary of  any 
of  the four Mukilteo 
City Council races with 
roughly 65%. Melnichen-
ko received just under 

19%, beating out Tina Over for the second 
spot in the general election.

The first question the two were asked 
was about the severance agreement dis-
pute that dominated council discussions 
for roughly a year. 

Melnichenko said councilmembers and 
mayors are elected to uphold “the laws 
and rules that govern us,” and electeds 
should aren’t elected to “choose the laws 
to govern.”

She said the City should have been, and 
should be going forward, following state 
law and being transparent. 

Marine called the situation “unfortu-
nate,” and said it should have never hap-
pened and gotten as bad as it did. 

He said the issue didn’t start during his 
administration as mayor.

“I never had anyone leave with a sever-
ance package,” he said. 

The two also had the chance to talk 
about their top priorities if  elected. 

Marine said his main concern is the 
City’s budget.

He said he would “delve back” into the 
budget to figure out why the City had 
so much money in reserves but that ap-

Joe Marine

Kristina  
MelnichenkoElisabeth Crawford

Peter Zieve

u from MUKILTEO ELECTION page 12

pears to be all gone. Marine noted his 
administration took place during the last 

recession, and now the 
economy is good.

“The economy now is 
thriving and somehow 
we’re having budgetary 
problems. There’s an is-
sue there that needs to be 
fixed,” he said. 

Marine said he wants 
to look at getting a park 
and ride in Mukilteo, 
as he tried to do when 

mayor, and to continue to maintain con-
trol over Mukilteo’s waterfront, support 
aerospace manufacturing, and fight fu-
ture expansion at Paine Field.

Melnichenko said the budget is also 
her top priority, and said that while Ma-
rine had left with general fund reserves 
around 38%, it was 68% when he took 
office and now it’s around 22%. 

“I agree something needs to be done, and 
one of  my top priorities I have is to put 
some eyes on our taxes,” she said. “When 
the growth is coming from the business 
activity, and we’re seeing the same old 
solutions and approaches applied to the 
new challenges and opportunities.”

She said other cities have shown there 

are new ways to tackle newer challenges 
in regards to business growth and taxes.

more. He would not say which candidate 
that was. He said the questions were not 
emailed to him, and the reason he name-
dropped Lotmore initially is because 
they are friends, and because he didn’t 
want to say who actually sent him those 
questions. 

Zieve said he thought other candidates 
had the questions, including Crawford, 
and that “if  you watch the video, you can 
tell some people had the questions.”

Shortly after, Zieve quickly got off  the 
line.

Crawford said she saw Zieve’s notes 
because the two were seated very close to 
each other. 

“When some questions were asked, 
he was flipping through his notes, even 
when the questions weren’t to us,” she 
said. 

Crawford said she glanced and saw his 
notes were in question and answer for-
mat, and that the questions and answers 
were in different colored fonts. She grew 
more suspicious when Position 4 candi-
dates Richard Emery and Scott Whelpley 
were asked a question about the Tulalip 
Tribes-owned waterfront land, and saw 
Zieve’s notes matched the asked question 
word-for-word. 

 “Then when we were asked about di-
versifying the City’s revenue, he flipped 
through his notes for that question,” 
Crawford said. 

Crawford first asked if  any other can-
didates had the questions because she 
wasn’t sure if  she’d missed an email from 
event organizers that included the ques-
tions that may be asked. No one else said 
they had access.

“It’s just not fair,” she said. 
Crawford said she didn’t have the ques-

tions, and was never offered them. Ad-
ditionally, she said she’s not 100% certain 
that Zieve was the only candidate who 
had access, but she didn’t feel anyone else 
did. 

“There have been a lot of  conversations 
about being transparent, and then some-

thing like this happens,” she said. 
Both Emery, Position 5 candidate Riaz 

Khan, and Position 7 candidate Kristina 
Melnichenko said they never had access 
or were offered the questions and didn’t 
feel anyone else on stage had access. 

“I can’t speak to that 100%,” Emery 
said, “but judging by some reactions and 
answers, I think some people weren’t pre-
pared for specific questions. It’s unlikely 
others had access.”

Whelpley said he was confused as to 
what was happening when Crawford 
spoke up, and said he was never offered 
a copy of  the questions, but that others 
may have been, but he’s not sure. 

“Again, it all goes back to transpar-
ency,” he said. 

County Council Position 2 candidate 
Megan Dunn said it needs to be con-
firmed who was involved in giving the 
questions to Zieve and potentially others. 

“Everyone should have had their notes 
checked before,” Dunn said. “I think it’s 
important to note who Zieve has donated 
money to.”

According to the state Public Disclosure 
Commission’s website, Zieve has donated 
to both Position 7 candidate Joe Marine’s 
campaign, as well as County Council 
Position 2 candidate Anna Rohrbough’s 
campaign. Both denied ever receiving or 
being offered the questions.

“I think it’s fine if  (the organizers) 
wanted to give the questions to everyone 
ahead of  time, but you should know your 
answers to issues beforehand,” Marine 
said. He also noted he wouldn’t have ac-
cepted the questions if  offered.

Rohrbough said she felt neither she nor 
Dunn had access to the questions.

“I can’t really speak for the City Council 
debates, but I would say no,” Rohrbough 
said when asked if  she thought others 
besides Zieve had the questions. 

Christopher Maddux also said he didn’t 
have access to the questions and that no 
one offered them to him. 

Maddux sat next to Zieve at the forum, 

u from PETER ZIEVE page 2
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and he noted that his opponent, Khan, 
also had notes, but they were handwrit-
ten, compared to Zieve’s typed notes.

“I saw he had several pages of  notes,” 
he said. 

When asked if  he felt others had the 
questions ahead of  time, Maddux said no.

“There were some questions that 
caught me and others off  guard,” he said. 
“I think people had an idea of  the topics 
because we all know most of  the issues.”

Maddux said most of  all, he was sur-
prised by the situation.

“I was surprised because I really don’t 
think Peter needed to have the questions 
beforehand,” Maddux said. “Elisabeth 
and myself  as newcomers (to elections) 
could have used them, but I think we both 
handled ourselves well.”

Early Friday morning, Zieve left a com-
ment on The Beacon’s online version of  
this story, apologizing for the situation. 

“I apologize for that. Very bad judg-
ment. One thousand apologies. I just had 
a personal loss and I seem to have lost my 
good judgment, which is no excuse what-
soever,” Zieve said. 

Other responses
The Beacon reached out to Lotmore, 

who again denied any wrongdoing. 
“I did not give anyone the questions. I 

didn’t give Peter the questions,” he said. 
“I would not cheat for a friend. I did ev-
erything I could to keep this fair.”

Lotmore said he called Zieve Wednes-
day night to ask why he used Lotmore’s 
name, and that Zieve told him he actually 
received the questions from another can-
didate. Lotmore said Zieve wouldn’t say 
who gave him the questions.

“I asked, and he wouldn’t tell me,” 
Lotmore said. “I asked him several times. 
I’m just taken aback. Why not just tell the 
truth?”

Lotmore said he was most confused by 
Zieve blaming Lotmore initially before 
saying it was actually another candidate.

“He gives this initial response and then 
thinks about it before changing it. It’s not 
fair to me,” Lotmore said. “I’m just dumb-
founded. And, of  course, people won’t 
believe me, and it’s my word against oth-

ers.”
Lotmore said he was concerned Craw-

ford and other candidates would get 
access to the questions before the forum, 
and warned Zieve of  it in an email, but 
didn’t give him the questions. Lotmore 
said he did tell people to read The Beacon, 
including the candidate questionnaire 
stories before the primary, for ideas of  
questions that may be asked. 

Lotmore said that through owning and 
operating the Lynnwood Times, he’s 
worked to build trust with other people 
and that this hurts his image.

“He owes me an apology for this,” 
Lotmore said. “I’m glad he at least admit-
ted the truth that I didn’t give him the 
questions, and I hope people believe me. I 
didn’t give the questions to anyone.”

Cook, as mentioned, was one of  the 
first to ask Zieve for his notes, which he 
refused. Cook has endorsed Crawford, 
and has assisted with her campaign over 
recent months.

“I heard what Elisabeth said, and she 
seemed certain, and I know her to have 
high integrity,” Cook said. “As council 
president, I felt an obligation to do some-
thing. I could tell (moderator Matt Mar-
tin) wanted to do something, and I just 
didn’t want Peter to leave the stage.”

Cook said she and Martin asked Zieve 
for his notes and, after he refused, they 
asked if  that was his official stance. 

“I had to do something to address the 
integrity (of  the situation),” she said. “I 
feel bad. Not just for Elisabeth, but for the 
other candidates. This hurt everybody.

“(The City Council) has been dealing 
with issues about integrity and honesty, 
and those themes have showed up again.”

The Chamber conducted its own inves-
tigation, interviewing all five people who 
had access to the questions, and sent the 
following statement to The Beacon on 
Oct. 28:

“The Mukilteo Chamber of  Commerce 
has concluded its investigation regarding 
a candidate(s) obtaining forum questions 
prior to the event. We interviewed each 
of  the five people who had access to the 
forum questions, all five have denied 
any involvement in sharing the ques-
tions with any of  the candidates. We also 
interviewed the Mukilteo Chamber of  
Commerce staff, and they all deny any 
involvement with sharing questions with 
any candidate. No material facts have 
been uncovered to confirm how the can-
didate obtained the questions. We sent 
Peter Zieve an email on the morning of  
the 24th, asking him who provided him 
with the questions, and he has not yet 
responded.”

No stranger to controversy
After The Beacon published a version 

of  this story online and on Facebook, it 
quickly took off, with well over 60 shares, 
70 reactions, and more than 100 com-
ments.

Many of  the comments highlighted that 
this is Zieve is no stranger to controversy 
in recent years. 

Zieve, the founder of  Electroimpact, 
a local aerospace company in Harbour 
Pointe, made media waves in 2016 when 
it was discovered he sent anonymous 
postcards to residents and businesses 
alerting them of  a mosque project that 
was being discussed. 

Per a 2016 Beacon article by then-Editor 
Sara Bruestle, the postcard provided the 
email address mukilteostaysafe@gmail.
com. At the time, The Beacon emailed 
the address and received the following 
response: The mosque is potentially 
“dangerous” as it could become a “breed-
ing place for terrorists.” 

According to the April 20, 2016 story, 
Glen Pickus, a former planning manager 
for the City of  Mukilteo, told The Beacon 
that a resident emailed the provided 

email address and got a response from 
Zieve. Zieve later apologized, and said he 
was reacting to fear from “recent world 
events” and that was what drove him to 
create the postcard.

In 2017, Zieve and Electroimpact were 
fined $485,000 by state Attorney General 
Bob Ferguson for workplace discrimi-
nation and harassment, and Zieve was 
removed from the company’s hiring 
process. 

“An investigation by the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Wing Luke Civil Rights Unit found 
evidence that Electroimpact and its presi-
dent, Peter Zieve, refused to hire Muslim 
applicants, engaged in religious and/or 
national origin harassment, discriminat-
ed against employees based on marital 
status, and retaliated against employees 
who opposed such unfair practices,” a 
2017 news release from Ferguson’s office 
said. “The investigation also found the 
company engaged in unfair or deceptive 
practices by describing itself  as an equal 
opportunity employer in advertising.”

Ferguson’s office received a complaint 
alleging that Zieve screened out appli-
cants “that affirmatively indicated that 
they were Muslim, or that Zieve per-
ceived to be Muslim based on their name, 
photograph, national origin and/or ap-
plication,” and that Electroimpact was a 
hostile work environment due in part to 
a jokes email listserv that often included 
derogatory comments about Muslims. 

Zieve has denied any wrongdoing in 
regards to the sanctions imposed by 
Ferguson, and told The Beacon in early 
2017 that “I built a company from dirt and 
water and planted the seeds in this state 
and they are persecuting me.”

That same year, Zieve ran for Mukilteo 
City Council Position 2 against Bob 
Champion. Champion, the then-council 
president, was running for a second term 
on the council.

Part of  Zieve’s campaign focused on ru-
mors that Champion and Mayor Jennifer 
Gregerson were having an affair. Both 
have denied the allegations. Additionally, 
Zieve placed toppers on his campaign 
signs comparing how many businesses, 
employees, and children he had com-
pared to Champion. Champion beat Zieve 
by roughly 33%. 

Zieve has again continued this practice 
into this election, comparing that he has 
children and a business while Crawford 
does not. Some of  Zieve’s supporters 
alleged that Crawford did not live in 
Mukilteo anymore as she and her hus-
band sold their condo in Harbour Pointe 
in May. Crawford denied the claim, and 
said she lives roughly a block away from 
her old condo. 

Ballots for the 2019 general election 
were mailed on Thursday, Oct. 17, and 
the general election is Tuesday, Nov. 5. 
Results are certified Tuesday, Nov. 26.

there is no single issue that has a larger 
negative impact on more Mukilteo resi-
dents than the commercial flights out 
of  Paine Field…especially early morn-
ing and late night. These operations 
will cause home values to decrease and 
health to decline. Airlines and airport 
operators will boost profits while those 
affected have an opportunity to die 
sooner. The candidates are pandering 
to us with the political speak and few 
seem willing to take on the actual work. 
I know these flights will never stop now 
– that ship has sailed – but there are 
many opportunities to lessen the im-
pact which none of  our elected officials 
seem to want to tackle.

The secondary reason for this letter 
is to question the City Council election 
process here in Mukilteo. 

As Americans, we should all value the 
concept of  a level playing field during 
elections. A candidate should first look 
in the mirror and ask why they want 
to run in terms of  what they can add 
to the community and not themselves 
and second adhere to the concept of  
character being “what you do when no 
one is looking.” If  it were up to me, we 
would ban street/yard signs and all ad-
vertising and have the candidates make 
their pitch via public access in forums 
on YouTube, Facebook, or the local gov-
ernment cable channel. You can’t get 
a feel for the person via street sign or 
newspaper ad.

There have been some appalling 
situations surrounding the City Coun-
cil election in recent days – things I 

wouldn’t think possible in Mukilteo. I 
think we all need to look in the mirror 
and ask what’s right for our city and 
then, when no one is looking, make the 
right “character” choice.

Brian Lee
Mukilteo

Crawford showed  
confrontational behavior

Elisabeth Crawford’s confrontational 
behavior at the debate last Wednesday 
did not portray a confident and mature 
candidate, but one ill-prepared and un-
able to resolve issues intelligently.  She 
chose to interrupt the flow of  the debate 
by shaming her opponent rather than 
taking him to the side after the debate to 
resolve the issue.  

Would Mrs. Crawford bring a new fresh 
perspective and approach to City Hall? Or 
would the same old infighting resume? 
Mr. Crawford’s display of  screaming 
and yelling after the debate was equally 
disturbing –  why so much animosity and 
hate? Is Mrs. Crawford really Mukilteo’s 
future?

If  candidates can not stand on their 
own but are endorsed and influenced by 
current councilmembers, how can any-
thing be changed or accomplished? 

Let us move beyond partisan politics 
and hateful behavior as it only divides 
rather than unites.  Let’s keep our mayor, 
our voice, and our hope alive for the sake 
of  our beautiful city.

Lynda Sergoyan
Mukilteo
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The forum questions are in black text while 
Peter Zieve’s notes and answers are written in 
red. Zieve denied having the questions during 
the debate, and after the forum, would not show 
anyone his notes until confronted by The Beacon.
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