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Stanwood features 
only primary race
By JEREMIAH O’HAGAN
For SC News

The primary election on Aug. 6 will 
mark the end of the road for one of three 
candidates for Stanwood City Council 
position 6.

Other positions also expire this year and 

will be on the November ballot. Incum-
bents Elizabeth Callaghan and Tim Pearce 
in Positions 3 and 4 are running unopposed 

for re-election. Steve Shepro is challenging 
incumbent Larry Sather for Position 5. 

Council members serve four-year terms. 
Position 6 is held by Kelly McGill, ap-
pointed from the city’s planning commis-
sion to fi ll the remainder of the term after 
Conrad Ryer resigned in May 2018. McGill 
chose not to run.

Marcus Metz, Jesse Schenk and Sid 
Roberts are vying for the seat.

 ■ SEE PRIMARY, A6

3 vie for council seat

Art studio 
burns in 
Stanwood

HAPPY CAMPERS
Downtown Stanwood transforms into a colorful vintage village

Stanwood looking 
ahead for growth, 
housing affordability

By PEGGY WENDEL 
Staff Reporter

No doubt about it, people are mov-
ing in and more are on the way.

“Something has to be done if we 
don’t want people who have been 
born and raised here priced out of 
housing,” said Chris Collier, Alliance 
for Housing Affordability program 
manager.

AHA provides research, technical 
assistance and information outreach 
to Snohomish County city and county 
planners.

The city of Stanwood, along with 
all the cities and counties in the state, 
is tasked by the Growth Manage-
ment Act to accommodate a quickly 
growing population, while protecting 

critical areas and natural resources. 
The task to provide affordable 

housing is challenging with many 
elements beyond the city’s control, 
like wages and the housing market. 
The city doesn’t build houses, but 
it has some control in how the area 
develops.

Stanwood’s community planning 
director, Patricia Love said the city di-

rects growth through policies and zon-
ing. The city controls density and the 
type of housing units allowed through 
zoning and comprehensive plans.

Collier has met twice with the Stan-
wood Planning Commission to dis-
cuss the complicated task of providing 
housing for a growing population. 
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City planning for more people

Leque 
Island 
closes
LOCAL  A3

School district 
hires safety 
director,  A3

August is
brimming 
with art
A&E  A8-A9

New kiln is 
suspected cause
By PEGGY WENDEL
Staff Reporter

The fi rst thing Chaim Bezalel said 
when asked about the fi re on his prop-
erty was, “We have more friends than 
what I thought. It was an amazing 
experience.”

Tuesday night, a fi re broke out 
in an art studio next to the historic 
Stanwood House, 9915 270th St. NW, 
Stanwood, where Bezalel and his wife 
Yonnah Ben Levy live.

They were just going to bed. 
Bezalel was brushing his teeth with 
the window open to the warm night 
breeze.

“I said to Yonnah, ‘I smell smoke,’” 
he said.

She went onto the deck and saw 
fl ames exploding into the sky from 
her kiln building.

Bezalel called 911 from his phone 
as he ran downstairs. Their car was 
parked in the high heat next to the 
burning building. He jumped in and 
drove it to safety. Then he grabbed a 
hose, but that was ineffective on the 
blaze. The fi re spread to a second art 
studio nearby, which he put out with 
a hose. Then he wetted down the roof 
on the historic Stanwood House’s 
back porch to keep it from burning.
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Flames pour out of a building 
next to the Stanwood House on 
July 16 in Stanwood.

EVAN CALDWELL | STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

The Cedarhome neighborhood in east Stanwood has seen much of 
the city’s recent growth.

EVAN CALDWELL | STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

This 
turquoise 

1958 
Tour-A-

Home 
trailer 

owned by 
Brent and 

Delores 
Smith of 
Kirkland 
was one 

of 19 
vintage 
trailers 

in the 
Eastside 
Vintage 
Trailer 

Show on 
Saturday 
in Stan-

wood.

A vintage 
suitcase 
serves as 
a step for 
Gertie, the 
Hodgins’ 
sunshine 
trailer that 
was displayed 
with other re-
stored gems. 
See more 
photos from 
the event at 
SCnews.com.

PEGGY WENDEL, 
STANWOOD 
CAMANO NEWS

By PEGGY WENDEL 
Staff Reporter

Cliff and Terri 
Hodgins were 
chillin’ in the shade 
of an umbrella 

while people were checking 
out the sunshine theme inside 
Gertie, their 1965 Aloha 
Beaver trailer. It was the 
Hodgins third outing at the 
Eastside Vintage Trailer Show 
in downtown Stanwood. 

While Gertie was all 
decked out in cheerful yellow 
vintage accessories, it wasn’t 
just for show.

“We camp in it all the 

time,” Terri said. “Everyone 
we’ve talked to uses them. 
It’s nice to show them off, 
too.

When asked if they had to 
do much to fi x up the trailer, 
Cliff whipped out a photo 
album faster than a grandma 
with photos of her grandkids.

“It was a little bit rough, 
just white and gray,” he said 
of the lemon yellow and 
white trailer. The ceiling was 
falling in over the entrance 
and rot ate away the corners.

“We had no idea what we 
were getting into,” Terri said.

 ■ SEE TRAILER, A6



Planning
 ■ From A1

Statistics tell a story
Collier presented on 

June 10 a snapshot of lo-
cal housing statistics and 
demographics pulled from 
the Puget Sound regional 
Council, Washington Office 
of Financial management, 
Snohomish County Asses-
sor’s Office, and the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics to help 
planners better understand 
the dynamics beneath hous-
ing trends. 

Statistics show that wages 
aren’t keeping pace with 
housing costs, which is one 
explanation of why people 
are demanding more afford-
able housing. 

“People are moving north 
that just can’t afford housing 
in King County. We really 
have a crisis on our hands and 
it requires action,” he said. 

More people 
less housing

Washington is the third 
highest recipient of Ameri-
cans migrating within the 
country, Collier said. A mass 
of people moved to Washing-
ton around 2014-2015. That’s 
when the number of new 
households surpassed the 
number of units being built 
in Snohomish County. The 
number of available units 
dropped and prices shot up. 

rising costs of labor and 
materials make affordable 
housing hard to build. The 
price of land is rising and 
buildable lands are dwindling.

Adding to the housing 
crunch, people who had 
shared space during the 2008 
recession and are now trying 
to get their own places. 

more entry-level houses 
are needed than are avail-
able. Baby boomers are liv-
ing longer and have a more 
independent lifestyle than 
previous generations, Collier 
said. With few downsizing 
options, seniors compete 
with younger first-time buy-
ers for smaller starter homes, 
driving up home prices and 
rent prices.

older homeowners are 
locked in and can’t down-
size. If they wanted to stay 
in their community, there’s 
nowhere to go, Collier said. 

Stanwood planners are 
looking at a variety of 
homes that people in differ-
ent situations might need 

and can afford. 
“We build a lot fewer 

multi-unit buildings (in Sno-
homish County) than King 
County does. The ‘missing 
middle’ is an opportunity for 
housing,” Collier said.

Missing Middle 
The missing middle is 

the type of housing between 
single-family (SF) homes 
and multi-family (mF) mid-
rise apartment buildings. It’s 
a variety of clustered hous-
ing that includes duplexes, 
triplexes, living quarters over 
commercial businesses, or 
townhouses standing wall-to-
wall on a block. The missing 
middle includes apartments 
wrapped around a courtyard 
or a double row of bunga-
lows sharing a courtyard. 
These housing types result in 
denser population.

In Stanwood, 36 new 
permits for SF homes have 
been issued as of July 1; nine 
more are pending approv-
al. one mF building permit 
was issued with 45 units.

“Stanwood’s zoning is 
predominately single family 
residential; however we do 
allow accessory dwelling 
units and cottages in SF 
residential zones,” Love said.  
“The Traditional Neighbor-
hood zone is an attempt 
at addressing the missing 
middle housing issue by 
requiring three housing types 
within a plat.  The city also 
has mixed-use zoning in 
the commercial mainstreet 
Business I & II zones, which 
could provide that low den-
sity mF density housing.”   

According to the 2015 
Comprehensive Plan, the city 
is 70% SF residential and 5% 
mF residential, Love said.

“Single-family zoning 
is putting us in a corner,” 
Collier said. “Affordable 
housing can only be solved 
by market solutions.”

“In my opinion, most 
home builders build what 
the market will bear and cur-
rently that is detached single 
family residential homes,” 

Love said. “However, we are 
starting to see that change as 
housing prices increase.” 

City planner Sid roberts 
said it was his experience in 
real estate that contractors 
can get financing for one 
to four units, but more than 
that, it’s hard to get a loan. 

“Is that part of the issue 
with the missing middle?” 
he asked.

City planner Lance Dennis 
said that King County is able 
to build multi-units because 
of the jobs there. He said 
Stanwood needs to address 
employment opportunities 
because of the increasing 
difficulty of commuting from 
Stanwood to work in Everett 
and Seattle. 

Who can buy a home?
The cost of housing has 

gone up while wages have 
not, putting the American 
dream of owning a home out 
of many people’s reach. 

People are now doubling 
up again, living with room-
mates and intergenerational 
relatives. The Boomerang 
Generation — the younger 
millennials, born in the early 
to mid 1980s — are mov-
ing back home with their 
Boomer parents.

“Generally speaking, rent 
and home prices have gone 
up 40% between 2010-2017, 
depending on the location, a 
marked increase that we’ve 
never seen before. But no 
matter how you slice it, 
income has not gone up by 
40%,” Collier said. 

He showed how Snohom-
ish and King county work-
ers would fare in today’s 
competitive housing market, 
given their salaries, that he 
drew from Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.

He took typical wages and 
the rising prices of typical 
starter homes and did the 
numbers like a bank calculat-
ing a loan. 

Housing should cost about 
30% of someone’s income 
per month. Instead, people 
are paying 50-60% of their 
income, he said. A large and 
growing body of workers no 
longer can afford to buy a 
house, or even rent.

Starter homes now cost 
an average of $241,000. 
one would require an 
income close to $100,000 to 
afford one. That’s the aver-
age income of local post 
secondary law and physics 
professors and physical 

therapists, he said.
most of our public safety 

workers, our police and 
firefighters are close to being 
able to buy, but they are 
beginning to struggle with 
rent in today’s market. 

Childcare workers have 
about $700 a month for 
housing, Collier said. They 
must pay a higher percentage 
of their income, resulting in 
less money to live on and no 
savings to fall back on.

Wages of pharmacy 
technicians in King and 
Snohomish counties have 
increased every year, he said. 
With a third of their monthly 
income, or roughly $1,100, 
to spend on housing, they 
were able to rent comfort-
ably in 2010. Now rent has 
left them behind and a higher 
percentage of their pay goes 
to housing.

“That’s the thing people 
don’t understand, the people 
you want really to be on 
the ball — the people fill-
ing your prescriptions, the 
people taking care of your 
kids —they’re struggling 
more and more. It’s harder 
to find people to do that job 
now because they’re not be-
ing paid enough to cover all 
the bills,” Collier said.

As an example, he said a 
three-bedroom home would 
cost an average of $386,000 
and require a $120,500 salary 
that a manager, airline pilot or 
flight engineer might make.

Eyes on Stanwood
“A lot of people work jobs 

that don’t pay enough for 
them to own a home. There 
are 1.6 million people who 
can’t afford King County 
so they’re looking north or 
south,” Collier said.

The average sale price 
of a single-family home 
in the county is $544,559, 
Snohomish County Asses-
sor’s Office records show. 
mukilteo is most expensive 
at $791,250 with Edmonds 
right behind. Stanwood is on 
the lower end at $387,918, 
and Granite Falls is most 
affordable at $308,663.

City staff, planners and 
council continue to study the 
options. Coming this fall, is a 
planning charette, in which a 
group of planners will work 
to draft possible housing 
solutions.

Reporter Peggy Wendel: 
pwendel@scnews.com  

or 360-416-2189.
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obituarieS
BRAD SCHOENBERG

FERRIER
July 6, 1959 -
June 14, 2019

Brad S. Ferrier, age 59,
a  former  resident  of  Ca-
mano Island and a mem-
ber of the Class of 1977 at
Stanwood  High  School,
died June 14 in Maryland
from injuries suffered in a
car accident.

Also  killed  in  the  acci-
dent was Brad's wife of 30
years, Linda Carter-Ferri-
er, age 60.

Brad  was  born  July  6,
1959,  in  Whittier,  Calif.,
and moved with his fami-
ly  to  Camano  Island  in
1973.  He graduated from
Stanwood High with hon-
ors and went on to earn a
doctorate  in  atmospheric
sciences from the Univer-
sity  of  Washington  in
1988.

Shortly after completing
his studies Brad began his
professional  career  as  a
National  Research  Coun-
cil  research  fellow  at
NASA's  Goddard  Space
Flight  Center  in  Green-
belt, Md. He lived in Sev-
ern, Md., at the time of his
death.

Ferrier  most  recently
worked  for  a  division  of
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric  Administra-
tion,  and  his  work  in
cloud physics was instru-
mental  in  developing
computer models that aid-
ed  the  National  Weather
Service  in  generating  its
forecasts.  His  field  re-
search over the years took
him all around the world,
including  Australia  and
Brazil. At the time of his
death,  he  was  overseeing
a group of more than 120
scientists.

Survivors  include  three
sons,  R.J.  Ferrier  of
Linthicum  Heights,  Md.,
Cory Ferrier of San Fran-
cisco  and  Will  Rothrock
of Glen Burnie, Md. and a
sister, Jana Schoenberg of
Marysville, Wash.

A  memorial  service  is
scheduled for 1 p.m. East-
ern Time, Aug. 4 at Don-
aldson  Funeral  Home  in
Odenton, Md. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to ARC
of  the  Chesapeake,  1332
Donald Ave., Severn, MD
21144.
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B. ALEXANDER
GEDSTAD

July 16, 1930 -
July 16, 2019

Alex  passed  away
peacefully  at  home  on
July  16,  2019.  He  was
born in Seattle on July 16,
1930  to  O.  Bernard  and
Bertha  Gedstad.  They
moved  to  Stanwood  in
1932, and Alex graduated
from  Stanwood  High
School in 1931. 

Alex  worked  a  small
dairy  farm,  raised  beef
cattle,  and owned  a  sand
and gravel  business  from
the family home. 

He  married  his  wife
Maria  in  1980.  Together
they  enjoyed  many  trips
to Canada and Europe.

He was a lifelong mem-
ber  of  Our  Saviour's
Lutheran Church, and was
very involved in the Stan-
wood Area Historical So-
ciety.

He  is  survived  by  his
wife  Maria;  children
Christine  (Paul)  Wilson,
Bill  Wright,  Ken
(Meagon) Wright; brother
John  (Maudie)  Gedstad;
nephew  Steve  Gedstad
and niece Sue Passalaqua,
along  with  many  grand-
children  and  great-grand-
children.

Memorial  services  will
be  held  Aug.  8  at  Our
Saviour's  Lutheran
Church,  Stanwood,  at  11
a.m.  Reception  to  follow
at  the  Floyd  Norgaard
Cultural Center. Arrange-
ment under the director of
Gilbertson Funeral Home,
Stanwood.
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GERALD A. (SWEDE)
SWENSON

May 1, 1936 -
May 31, 2019

 

Born to Marie and Alvin
Swenson  in  Brainard,
Minn., Swede grew up in
Seattle.  He  graduated
from  Edmonds  High
School in 1954. 

His working years were
spent  driving  truck  for
System Transfer and Stor-
age in Seattle. Retirement
years were spent traveling
and  spending  time  with
his  family  and  friends
who  he  was  so  fond  of.
He enjoyed living on Ca-
mano  Island  and  in  Sur-
prise, Ariz. 

Swede is survived by his
wife of 61 years, Dianne,
sons  Terry  (Dawna)
Swenson  of  Lynnwood
and  Jeff  (CaroleAnn)
Swenson  of  Camano  Is-
land;  also daughter  Lauri
Lee  of  Camano  Island.
Swede is also survived by
six grandchildren and sev-
en great-grandchildren. 

He is preceded in death
by  his  daughter  Vicki
Lynn Swenson.

His  family  welcomes
you  to  come  and  share
memories  of  Swede  at  a
Celebration of  Life, Aug.
17, 1-4 p.m. at the Ameri-
can  Legion  Post  92,
26921 88th St., Stanwood
WA 98292.

Suggested memorial do-
nations  may  be  made  to
Stanwood  American  Le-
gion Frank Hancock Post
92.

PAUL JAMES
KRIEGEL

Paul  Kriegel  died  sud-
denly  July 21,  2019.  We
will celebrate a memorial
mass  on  Saturday,  July
27,  at 11 a.m. at St.  Ce-
celia  Catholic  Church  in
Stanwood. A full obit will
follow next week.
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Trailers
 ■ From A1

They took it all the 
way down to the frame, 
and then built it back 
up, fabricating walls and 
insulating it. They hired 
an electrician to rewire 
the trailer.

“We like to think we 
saved her from the land-
fill,” Terri said.

They’re never quite 

done with it, however; 
they get ideas to try out 
from other trailer owners 
at the shows. 

The annual show of 
restored vintage trailers 
from the 1940s, ’50s and 
’60s on Saturday, July 
20, along main Street 
in downtown Stanwood 
drew hundreds of visitors, 
who admired the restora-
tion work and decorations 
in a variety of themes in 
the 19 exhibits.

Primary
 ■ From A1

n marcus metz 
attended elementary, 
middle and high schools 
in Stanwood, graduating 
in 2007. He is currently 
a real estate agent for 
Re/Max Associate Bro-
kers in Stanwood. 

As an adult, metz is 
“interested in local poli-
tics, which are impactful 
to our daily lives,” he 
said.

He has served on the 
city’s planning commis-
sion for the last year and 
a half, so running for an 
open seat on city council 
seemed like the next 
progression.

metz said his pri-
mary goal is to manage 
growth in Stanwood, 
accommodating change 
without losing the city’s 
family-oriented, small-
town feel. Specifically, 
he said he wants to im-
prove communications 
between Stanwood and 
Island County.

“So much happens 
on Camano Island that 
affects Stanwood, but we 
have no vote over there,” 
metz said. “There’s a 
lack of coordination and 
consideration.” 

metz said he would 
also like to see more 
jobs in the area. many 
people who live in the 
area commute south to 
work, he said, leading to 
congestion and wear-
and-tear on infrastruc-
ture. 

For metz, the issues 
Stanwood face boil 
down to this: “How do 
we keep this place nice 
as we bring more people 
in?” he said.

n Sid roberts’ wife 
was raised in Stanwood, 
and they lived and raised 
kids here before moving 
to Lynnwood in 2005. 

In 2011, roberts was 
elected to Lynnwood’s 
city council and served 
one term. He and his 
wife moved back to 
Stanwood in 2017. 

In addition, rob-
erts has served as an 
alternate on Commu-
nity Transit’s board of 
directors, on Snohomish 
County Health District’s 
board, on the Lynnwood 
Disability Board, and on 
the Snohomish County 
Public Health Advisory 
Council, which he cur-
rently chairs.

roberts said he can 
add value to Stanwood’s 
city council, having 
already served larger 
demographics. 

“Experience matters,” 
roberts said. “In poli-
tics, too much experi-
ence is not necessarily a 
good thing, and neither 
is no experience.”

roberts said he also 
brings to the table 35 
years in real estate, spe-
cializing in development 
and new construction.

“I understand growth,” 
he said. “Stanwood is 
a town that growth has 
come to, and we need 
to make smart decisions 
moving forward.”

“my motto is, give me 
all the facts and I can 
make a good decision,” 
he said. 

roberts said he shies 
from talking about his 
personal goals if he 
is elected to council, 
because “a city council 
is a legislative body — 
you don’t have power to 
make decisions on your 
own.” 

He would, neverthe-
less, like to see a city 
park in the Cedarhome 
area, where much of 
Stanwood’s recent 
growth is concentrated.

“Currently, almost 
all the parks are in the 
floodplain and old Stan-
wood,” roberts said.

n Jesse Schenk moved 
to Stanwood from 
Anacortes about seven 
years ago, he said. He is 
running for city council 
because “there isn’t a 
lot of representation for 
families with young chil-
dren,” he said.

Schenk said his 
strengths are financial 
analysis and technology, 
said he spent 10 years in 
the aerospace industry, 
working with budgets, 
facilities and staff, 
before starting his own 
tech company, airy.tv. 

He said he could help 
Stanwood polish the way 
it informs residents of 
the goings-on in the city. 

Schenk said that even 
email is older technolo-
gy, in his opinion, when 
one considers texting, 
push notifications and 
social media.

Schenk would also 
like to see a splash park 
in the city and to bring 
back city-sponsored 
events for the Fourth of 
July.

“They would be great 
places for families to 
gather,” he said.

The Washington State 
Growth Management 
Act is a series of statutes, 
first adopted in 1990, 
that requires fast-grow-
ing cities and counties to 
develop a comprehensive 
plan to manage their 
population growth and 
protect critical areas and 
natural resources.

Ballots in 
the mail
Primary ballots must 
be placed in a ballot 
drop box or post-
marked by 8 p.m.  
Aug. 6. 
Stanwood’s drop 
box is located in the 
parking lot just east 
of the library, 9701 
271st St. NW. 
The primary elec-
tion will be certi-
fied Aug. 20; the 
General Election is 
Nov. 5. 

EvAN CAldWEll | STANWood CAmANo NEWS

Visitors check out one of two orange vintage  
Shasta trailers at the Eastside Vintage Trailer 
Show on Saturday in downtown Stanwood.
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Camano Island Resident
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offered through LPL Financial,
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member FINRA/SIPC

LIFEPLAN FINANCIAL
INVESTMENTS

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your
401(k), including leaving the money in your former
employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s
plan, rolling it over to an Individual Retirement
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to tax consequences.
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Suite 202
Camano Island, WA
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360-387-6748
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AAMS®

Financial Advisor

Ron Kennedy
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Tim Menzies
LPL Financial Planner

Securities and financial planning offered through LPL Financial,
a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC
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By PEGGY WENDEL 
Staff Reporter

Stanwood City Council 
met Thursday, Oct. 24 and 
put a list of zoning requests 
on the Comprehensive Plan 
docket for further study, 
amended the Schmitt/
Von Moos development 
agreement and created an 
ordinance that brings part 
of a county lodging tax 
to Stanwood. An agenda 
item that would remove the 
“Citizen Comments” period 
at the end of the meeting 
was postponed to the next 
council meeting.

Planning award
Washington’s Planning 

Directors Association pre-
sented Planning Director Pa-
tricia Love with an achieve-
ment award recognizing 
30 years in the planning 
profession. Love couldn’t at-
tend a gathering of planning 
directors in Lake Chelan in 
September, so Barb Mock of 
Snohomish County awarded 
Love a plaque at the Oct. 
24 Stanwood City Council 
meeting. 

Patricia Love became 
Stanwood’s community de-
velopment director May 28 
after working 25 years for 
the city of Mukilteo. There, 
she held every planning po-
sition from assistant planner 
on up. She’s also worked in 
the private sector as commu-
nity development manager 
for Perteet Engineering.

Love regularly attends 
Planning Commission 
meetings and gives talks 
covering how things work. 
She methodically researches 
what the commissioners and 
council members need to 
know to make sound deci-
sions regarding growth. She 
also works with the Parks 
Trails Advisory Committee.

Love had been commut-
ing to work in Stanwood, 
but recently moved to 
Camano Island. 

“I’m part of the commu-
nity now,” she said.

Lodging tax 
comes home

The Council adopted 
a lodging tax ordinance, 
which would create a fund 
and establish an advisory 
committee.

“It takes 2% of the lodg-
ing tax currently paid to 
Snohomish County and 
gives it to us instead,” 
Finance Director David 
Hammond said. 

The proposed lodging 
tax is not expected to im-
mediately generate a lot of 
money, but it will provide 
data to help determine the 
demand in the area for a 
hotel in Stanwood. 

With no information on 
the scale of lodging in the 
city, the city will estimate 
$1,000 per year for 2020, 
Hammond said.

Schmitt/Von Moos 
development 

After a public hearing, 
Council approved a resolu-
tion that ensures that all 
three types of housing will 
be built as required in its 
Traditional Neighborhood 
Zoning. Phase I shows a 
build out of single-family 
and duplex dwellings.  
Phase II includes a minimum 
of 18 units on a multi-family 
lot. Should the developer sell 
the property, before full build 
out, the requirements will be 
passed onto the next owner.

Citizen comments
Council voted on Oct. 24 

to move an agenda item to 
the Nov. 14 council meeting 
that would amend “Council 
Rules of Procedures” to 
remove one of two times for 
“Citizen Comments.”

The amendment would 
keep the comment period at 
the beginning of the meeting 
and remove the comments 
at the meeting’s end. The 
amendment adds directing 
citizens to sign in with the 
city clerk before the meeting 
if they wish to speak.

Resident Denise Long 
addressed the council on 
Oct. 24, asking them to keep 
the final comment period so 
that people can comment on 
issues that come up during 
the meeting.

Council  
communications

Amendments to “Council 
Rules of Procedures” includes 
a new section, “Council Com-
munications.” It spells out 
how the council will follow 
the state Open Public Meet-
ings and Public Records Act. 

Records must be retained 
according to law. All docu-
ments files, communications 
and messages related to city 
business are not private, but 
property of the city. This 
includes emails, texts and 
social media posts. The 
city has the right to request 
access to email and other 
records whether on city 
computers or personal de-
vices that council members 
use for city business.

Council members are 
encouraged to use the city’s 
email system for city busi-
ness. They are responsible 
for preserving all city busi-
ness records on their private 
devices; which is subject to 
public disclosure laws. 

Communication guide-
lines say council members 
must be clear that their social 
media posts are subject to 
public disclosure and record 
retention laws. Unless autho-
rized by the council, mem-
bers’ posts should clearly be 
their opinion and not that of 
the city or council. Guide-
lines say council members 
shall not make disparaging 
or harassing posts.

Staff reporter Peggy Wen-
del: pwendel@scnews.com 

or 360-416-2189.

City Council to study 
comprehensive plan, 
demand for hotel

Amelia is a 2-year-old female domestic 
shorthair tortoiseshell mix. Amelia is 
a sweet girl who loves attention. She 
has done well with other cats as well 
as children. This lovely young lady 
would love nothing more than a warm 
bed to cuddle up on, and a window to 
watch the birds fly by. Meet her at the 
NOAH Center, 31300 Brandstrom Rd.,  
Stanwood. Call 360-629-7055 or visit 
thenoahcenter.org.

Pet of the Month

Santa Paws

Peggy Wendel | StanWood Camano neWS

Santa gets the skinny on what this Labradoodle wants for Christmas dur-
ing CASA’s “Pictures with Santa” — an annual fundraiser for the Camano 
Animal Shelter that was held Saturday at Stanwood Country Store.

noaH
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By EVAN CALDWELL  |  Staff Reporter

Sparks from a cutting torch sprinkled onto 
the fl oor.

“A year from now, this will be a 
classroom,” Stanwood-Camano schools 

Superintendent Jean Shumate said during a tour 
last month, pointing through a metal door frame 
workers were constructing at the new Stanwood 
High School building.

Plan for 
91 more 
homes 
raises ire

Stanwood High campus construction project nears halfway point
TAKING SHAPE

Gary Ray also 
stole from victims 
of Oso mudslide
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

A former pastor on Camano Island 
pleaded guilty Tuesday to stealing 
money from local churches and Oso 
mudslide survivors.

Gary Joseph Ray, 57, entered the 
plea Nov. 12 for three counts of fi rst-
degree theft with aggravating circum-
stances, according to Island County 
court records. Ray was charged on 
Oct. 5, 2018, and his case was ex-
pected to go to trial Nov. 19, 2019.

He is scheduled to be sentenced in 
Island County Superior Court in Feb-

ruary. The standard sentenc-
ing range for each county is 
three to nine months in jail, 
however, the Island County 
Prosecutors Offi ce is recom-
mending a sentence of 12 
months plus one day, which 
would send Ray to prison 
instead of jail, according to 
court documents.

Prior to sentencing, Ray 
must pay $152,000 in restitu-
tion to his victims by the end 
of January, according to his 
guilty plea agreement.

Allegations of theft were 
fi rst raised in 2017 while he was 
leading a congregation at Restoration 
Church Camano Island. A bookkeeper 
at the church noticed $6,000 was miss-
ing — money intended for new carpet-
ing at the church. An investigation was 
then launched.

Ray was originally charged for 

diverting donations for his 
own use, with “no intention” 
of distributing them, accord-
ing to the Island County 
Prosecutors Offi ce. In each 
instance, prosecutors alleged 
aggravating circumstances 
because of his position of 
trust.

At the Oso Commu-
nity Chapel, where Ray had 
served as pastor following 
the 2014 mudslide that killed 
43 people, Ray was ac-
cused of stealing $40,000 in 
donations for the chapel and 

affected families. 
The investigation started when 

the Island County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
was contacted in August 2017 with 
concerns of possible theft from the 
church. Investigators later learned
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Pastor pleads guilty to stealing 
from Camano Island church

Your guide to local holiday events, 
ways to donate and gift ideas

INSIDE 

JETLYNN HAU CLAIMS 
STATE SWIM TITLE
SPORTS  B1

Proposal sparks 
questions on 
city’s growth
By PEGGY WENDEL
Staff Reporter

Growing pains brought resi-
dents to Stanwood Planning 
Commission’s public meeting 
Nov. 12 to voice concerns 
about the proposed Chandlers 
Reserve Planned Residential 
Development in north Stan-
wood.

Many of the 24 attend-
ees that fi lled the Stanwood 
fi rehouse were Candle Ridge 
residents who worried that a 
new neighborhood on their 
northern border would harm 
their quality of life.

Linda White said she 
moved to Candle Ridge 
because of its rural nature. 
Her statement echoes what 
many others have said at 
similar recent meetings about 
other developments. The same 
concerns were voiced by 
neighbors 20 years ago when 
Candle Ridge was proposed.

Max Bloomquist spoke 
for the Candle Ridge Home-
owners Association, listing 
concerns about traffi c, privacy, 
intrusion and a loss of mature 
trees.

Senior Planner Amy Rusko 
described the proposed Chan-
dlers Reserve development as 
91 single-family residences 
on 26.76 acres at 28414 80th 
Ave. NW, Stanwood. The 
proposal includes three open 
space tracts, a trail system 
around the perimeter, a 
stormwater detention vault 
with a grassy park area on 
top, plus street and landscap-
ing improvements along 80th 
Avenue.

Rusko said the northern 
border is a ravine containing a 
wetland and Douglas Creek. 

 ■ SEE GROWTH, A6

Police .....................A2
Local ......................A3
Opinion ..................A4 

Family & Friends .....A5 
Obituaries ..............A6

360 Calendar..........A7 
Sports ....................B1
Weather .................B2

Classifi eds ..............B3
Legals ....................B4

Gary Ray, 
seen here in 
2014, started 
Restoration 
Church 
Camano Island

STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS
DEAR SANTA

A sleighful of smiles await dozens 

of Christmastime events around 

Stanwood and Camano Island
A sleighful of smiles await dozens 

of Christmastime events around 

Stanwood and Camano Island
A sleighful of smiles await dozens 

of Christmastime events around 

Stanwood and Camano Island

Supplement to the  

STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

November 2019

SHOP 
LOCAL!
Gift ideas from 

area stores

INSIDE

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

PHOTOS BY EVAN CALDWELL | STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Bright colors of exterior wall insulation and protective layers await the outer shell of brick, steel and glass at the south 
entrance of the new Stanwood High School on Oct. 25. Between 100 and 120 workers are on site each day.

Stanwood 
Camano 
schools 
superinten-
dent Jean 
Shumate, 
right, looks 
out what 
will be a 
second-
story 
classroom 
toward the 
south.

The current 
high school 
campus is 
seen to the 
north out 
what will be 
a window 
in the new 
library. See 
more photos 
at SCnews.
com.

The $147.5 million proj-
ect, approved by voters in 
2017, is nearing the halfway 
point. Staff is scheduled to 
move in a year from now, 
and students expect to call 
the new school home in 
January 2021. 

“We’re tracking pretty 
well; everything is still on 
schedule,” said Liz Jamie-
son, construction manager 
for the Stanwood Camano 
School District.

Each day lately, between 
100 and 120 workers — 
likely the peak for the 

project — descend on the 
corner of Highway 532 and 
72nd Avenue NW to help 
create the city’s largest 
building, Jamieson said. 

“They are working hard 
to get it dry,” she said of 
the project that’s overseen 
by Cornerstone General 
Contractors. “Roofers are on 
site, glass is getting installed, 
masons are working. Where 
we have it dried in, we have 
drywall getting installed and 
they’re starting to paint.”

 ■ SEE SCHOOL, A6
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obituarieS
OBITUARY NOTICES
Obituary notices may be sent by using an online form at 
scnews.com/obituaries, by email to obits@scnews.com along 
with a photo attached, or by mail to Stanwood Camano 
NEWS, P.O. Box 999, Stanwood, WA, 98292. The fee to print 
an obituary is $10.90 per column inch, including the photo. A 
short death announcement the week prior to the full obituary 
will be printed at no charge. An obituary may be linked to 
an online guest book for an additional $30 charge. For more 
information call 360-629-2155.

School
 ■ From A1

So far, the building 
has seen more than 6,400 
cubic yards of concrete, 
more than 500 tons of steel 
reinforcing bar, more than 
4,500 pieces of steel weigh-
ing more than 3 million 
pounds and more than 300 
miles of wire, according to 
construction data.

Passersby may also no-
tice the bright yellows and 
oranges of different protec-
tive and insulation layers of 
the walls. However, some 
of the 240,000 bricks are 
beginning to cover the exte-
rior walls.

When finished, the 
building should house the 
district’s 1,200 high school 
students. However, that 
would put the facility at 
about 65 percent capacity 

when it opens in January 
2021, allowing room for 
enrollment growth, of-
ficials said. If needed in 
the future, the building is 
designed to allow for addi-
tional class space to be built 
on the west end.

To the northwest of the 
new building, workers are 
busy erecting the new Ca-
reer and Technical Educa-
tion shops, including space 
for new classrooms, shop 

workspace and greenhouses.
The facility is being built 

next to the existing high 
school, which posed safety 
concerns to parents and 
school officials. The exist-
ing school was designed 
over a large area and has 
more than 80 exterior class-
room doors.

The new three-story steel, 
brick and glass high school 
is designed to be more 
secure, with exterior doors 

that have access controls 
and one main entryway to 
funnel students and visitors 
through.

However, one of the 
next decisions is choos-
ing the furniture — desks, 
tables, chairs — for the new 
schools. The public can see 
and test out different options 
at three public events to give 
feedback. The furniture fair 
takes place at the Stanwood 
High Commons from 3-6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20; 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 21; and 7 a.m. to noon, 
Friday, Nov. 22. 

meanwhile on the far 
northwest side of the high 
school property, the new 
Church Creek Campus 
building should be ready by 
summer, and students are 
scheduled to start there in 
the fall. 

“It’s a completely dif-
ferent building, but when 
it’s done, the finishing look 
will be similar to the high 
school,” Jamieson said of 
the mostly wood-framed 
structure.

About 20 workers for Co-

lacurcio Brothers are on site 
each day, and they are about 
25% done, she said. 

The Church Creek Cam-
pus will be the new home 
for alternative programs at 
Lincoln Hill High, Lincoln 
Academy and Saratoga 
School, the homeschool 
support program. 

Across the street, the 
stadium now boasts a new 
artificial turf field, track 
and fieldhouse. New lights 
and tennis courts should be 
installed by spring, Jamie-
son said. 

The bond also is pay-
ing for a new maintenance 
center, located next to the 
tennis courts, in addition to 
tearing down the old school 
and replacing it with a park-
ing lot and an artificial turf 
practice field.

“It’s all coming together 
so fast,” Shumate said. 
“Each time I’m up here, I’m 
amazed at the work they’ve 
accomplished.”

Find a link to a live 
webcam of the high school 
construction projects with 
this story at SCnews.com.

Growth
 ■ From A1

Site plans include a 
100-buffer from the stream 
and a 25-foot buffer from 
the steep slope. only 15 
feet are required. Across 
the ravine, Schenk Packing 
Co. operates in the urban 
growth area.

Although Chandlers 
reserve is zoned for 
9,600-square-foot single 
family homes, it’s a planned 
residential development that 
allow the lots to be 7,000 
square feet, with 10 percent 
of the total acreage to be set 
aside for open space. The 
steep slope and wetlands 
count as part of the total 
acreage but is not allowed 
as part of the open space, 
rusko said.

Currently the plan calls 
for two roads to access the 
property. one road would 
create a four-way intersec-
tion with 80th Avenue and 
284th Street. The other road 
would be a continuation of 
83rd Drive NW — a dead 
end in the Candle ridge 
community — into the 
southwestern corner of the 
new development.

Chandlers properties
Although it wasn’t dis-

cussed at the meeting, Sno-
homish County Assessor 

and Auditor records show 
that Chandler family mem-
bers once owned the Candle 
ridge property which was 
developed in the late 1990s. 
Property was sold to Stan-
wood Investments LLC, 
which sold tracts to builders 
around 2000. Builders sold 
lots with new homes to resi-
dents in the early 2000s.

The Chandlers still own 
property north and south of 
283rd Street NW which is 
now lined with homes and 
serves as one of two access 
roads from 80th Avenue 
NW.

When Candle ridge was 
platted, three dead ends 
branched off of 283rd: 

83rd Drive was planned 
to continue into Chandlers 
reserve when developed, 
likewise with 81st and 82nd 
drives going south into un-
improved land, rusko said.

Roads and traffic
At the meeting, 

Bloomquist said they didn’t 
want Chandlers reserve to 
access their streets through 
Candle ridge via 283rd 
Street and 83rd Drive but 
would rather the new de-
velopment have two access 
points on 80th Avenue with 
a four-way stop or round-
about at the 80th/284th 
intersection.

Planning Chair Linda Ut-

gard said that traffic safety 
problems came up during 
meetings about the Schmitt/
Von moos development, 
northeast of the 80th/284th 
intersection and just across 
80th from Chandlers re-
serve.

Cars speed down into the 
ravine and up the hill to the 
80th/284th intersection with 
no sight distance. That’s 
why the Von moos devel-
opment was not allowed 
access on 80th Avenue.

Community Planning 
Director Patricia Love said 
80th Avenue is scheduled 
to have full improvements 
in 2023.

At Chandlers reserve’s 

southern border, a gas 
pipeline runs underground 
next to Candle ridge homes 
where a wide, grassy walk-
way is planned.

Bloomquist said they 
needed a physical barrier 
between the two develop-
ments so that new residents 
don’t peer into adjacent 
backyards along the perime-
ter trail or come into Candle 
ridge to use their private 
parks.

resident Dennis Smith 
said Candle ridge has open 
space and a homeowners 
association to maintain it. 
Their residents gather, have 
picnics and walk pets.

“It’s really important for 
us to maintain that space for 
our purposes,” he said.

regarding the trail on the 
border, he said, “There’s 
no need to have a pathway 
there; it’s only going to cre-
ate problems between two 
neighborhoods.”

Love said the plan isn’t 
final, and there will be more 
opportunities for citizen in-
put, especially at the public 
hearing, where changes get 
made. Even so, the city has 
guidelines to follow.

She said the next steps 
are a SEPA determination 
regarding environmental 
impacts, then a public 
hearing with a hearing 
examiner and a notice of 
decision.
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Guilty
 ■ From A1

about the oso loss and 
an earlier issue with a 
church in California, 
according to reports.

ray admitted he 
collected money 
under false pretenses 
at the churches and 
transferred it into his 
personal bank account 
with no intention of us-
ing the money for the 
reasons given to do-
nors, according to the 
investigative reports.

According to his 
guilty plea, ray admits 
to taking more than 
$5,000 from restora-
tion Church Camano, 
more than $10,000 
from oso Community 
Chapel and more than 
$40,000 from The City 
Church in California. 
He must also have no 
contact with restora-
tion Church Camano 
or oso Community 
Chapel for 10 years, 
and he must not make 
financial decisions for 
a nonprofit or church 
for 10 years, according 
to court documents.

“I had the intent 
to deprive the above 
organizations of the 
money,” ray wrote in 
his guilty plea. “I used 
my position of trust to 
facilitate the theft and 
the above involved 
multiple victims, mul-
tiple incidents and oc-
curred over a number 
of years.”

PEGGY WENDEL | STANWOOD CAmANO NEWS

Chandlers Reserve is being planned west of the intersection of 80th Avenue 
NW and 284th Street. Planners are looking at ways to mitigate speeding 
cars and existing site distance problems.

EvAN CALDWELL | STANWOOD CAmANO NEWS

A worker cuts metal for framing at the Stanwood 
High School campus on Oct. 25.

By PEGGY WENDEL
Staff Reporter

The Stanwood City Council will 
keep two citizen comment periods 
on its regular agendas. Council 
members decided Thursday night 
against an amendment that would 
strike the final citizen comment 
period from future meetings.

Council members also consid-
ered rules that govern their social 
media comments and emails to 
comply with the state Public 
records Act.

Citizen comments
resident Tim Schmitt asked the 

council at the opening “Citizen 
Comments” to keep the closing 
comments on the agenda. The 
council was considering removing 
the final citizen comment period 
from the agenda and keeping the 
early comment period. Schmitt 
noted that the later period allows 
citizens to comment on what 
transpired during the meeting. 

Council member Larry Sather 
said he’d prefer to delete the first 
comment period instead and move 
the last comment period between 
new business and executive re-
ports. While there would only be 
one comment period, people could 
comment on what they just heard.

Council member Elizabeth 
Callaghan wanted to leave both 
comment periods on the regu-
lar agendas and remove one if 
needed. Then people can speak 
to something that’s coming up on 
the agenda and comment after, she 
said.

Council members Kelly mcGill 
and rob Johnson spoke in favor 
of getting more input from citi-
zens.

mayor Leonard Kelley said 
that the council’s purpose is to do 
council business, and the com-
ment period is not a debate.

In the end, they voted to move 
the final period slightly earlier as 
Sather suggested, but keep both 
comment periods.

Communications rules
City Administrator Jennifer 

olson addressed a new section 
in the council procedures rules 
that spells out how the council 
will follow the state open Public 
meetings and Public records Act 
in regard to social media and other 
computer communication.

Council members should use 
city emails for city business and 
retain all records according to 
law.

“Keep in mind your office as 
an elected official,” City Attorney 
Grant Weed said.

Though council members have 
individual rights of free speech, 
they have to be clear when they 
speaking as individuals or as 
council members.

The rules read, “Per state law, 
all documents, files, communica-
tions and messages created, re-
viewed or altered that are related 
to the conduct of City business, 
regardless of format, are property 
of the City.”

The rules say council members’ 
social media posts related to city 
business are subject to public dis-
closure and record retention laws. 
Guidelines say council members 
shall not make disparaging or ha-
rassing posts. Unless authorized 
by the council, members’ posts 
should clearly be the individual’s 
opinion and not that of the city or 
council. 

Additionally, all documents, 
files, communications and mes-
sages related to city business are 
property of the city. This includes 
emails, texts and social media 
posts. Council members are 
responsible for preserving all city 
business records, even on private 
devices; which are subject to 
public disclosure laws.

The city has the right to request 
access to email and other records 
whether on city computers or 
personal devices that council 
members use for city business. 

The rules hit a good balance re-
garding social media, Weed said.

Improvements planned
Council looked at projects 

planned for the next six years in a 
public hearing of the 2020-2025 
Capital Improvement Plan, in a 
first reading. The plan is updated 
annually to help the city provide 
public facilities for existing resi-
dents while maintaining levels 
of service as newcomers and 
businesses move into the city. 
It focuses on building improve-
ments, drainage, impact fees, 
parks, sewer, streets, and water 
capital projects with updated 
funding identified for the next six 
years.

The plan moves Hamilton and 
Heritage parks along. The city will 
focus on Viking Way, which adds 
an east-west connection between 
88th and 92nd streets. The plan 
includes sewer upgrades to the lift 
stations, a new water reservoir and 
the Irvine Slough drainage project 
with a berm that helps prevent 
downtown flooding plus a hiking/
biking trail on top.

City Council tackles public comments
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Stanwood will 
get a new police 
chief in 2020.

Stanwood 
Police Chief Norm 
Link will become 
Snohomish County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce 
bureau chief of 
administrative 
services starting Jan. 2.

Sgt. Adam Fortney, the incoming 
Snohomish County sheriff, appointed 
Link to the position.

Link, like other Stanwood offi cers, 
is employed by the Snohomish Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce because Stanwood 
contracts for law enforcement services 
through the agency.

Sgt. Jason Toner steps in as interim 
police chief until the new chief is 
named, said Link, who took the posi-
tion in September 2016.

“We’ve been blessed with a lot 
of great chiefs,” Stanwood Mayor 
Leonard Kelley said during the Dec. 
19 City Council meeting. “Whoever 
fi lls your shoes, man, the bar’s really 
set high.”

City Council set to change
It was goodbye to Larry Sather and 

hello to Sid Roberts at Thursday’s 
council meeting.

Mayor Leonard Kelley thanked 
Sather for seven years of service. Steve 
Shepro will take Sather’s seat in January.

Though the council has had to make 
tough decisions in front of tough 
crowds, “Larry was never afraid to step 
up and make a motion,” Kelley said.

Council member Judy Williams 

thanked Sather for his calm guidance 
when she was a rookie.

Council member Rob Johnson said, 
“Larry would bring clarity on com-
plex matters, that will be missed.”

Roberts had planned to keep a low 
profi le at his fi rst meeting as a council 
member. Instead he saw an opportu-
nity for someone on the Stanwood 
Council to represent District 1 on the 
Snohomish County Board of Health.

Stanwood is in District 1 with 
Arlington, Darrington and Granite 
Falls. Darrington Mayor Dan Rankin 
has served this position since 2016. 
It’s time for the annual vote. Roberts 
didn’t want the rotation to go by 
without trying.

The board sets local public health 
policy and oversees health district 
operations.

Roberts said Rankin has done a good 
job, but Stanwood should consider 
nominating its own candidate to repre-
sent the four towns. Roberts is familiar 
with the county board of health and has 
served on it. He volunteered and the 
council voted to put his name in. 

City to get new police chief

PUD not increasing 
rates in 2020
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By PEGGY WENDEL
Staff Reporter

S tanwood is embarking on its next journey 
but needs help with directions. During 
these waves of growth, the city is start-
ing a major project to update its 20-year 

comprehensive plan.
It’ll be the roadmap that planners, developers and 

offi cials use to shape what Stanwood looks like in 
the coming years.

HOW SHOULD 
STANWOOD GROW?

Now is the time for the public to chime in as the city starts updating its 
comprehensive plan — the document that will guide growth through 2043

PHASE 1
JAN.-SEPT. 2020

Residents guide offi cials 
toward what they want to 
see in their neighborhoods 

and city

PHASE 2
JAN. 2021-JUNE 2022

Offi cials put the public’s 
vision on paper, developing 
descriptions and maps for 
offi cials, consultants and 

the public to analyze

PHASE 3
JUNE 2022-JAN. 2023

Vision for Stanwood 
between now and 2043 
takes shape after public 

hearings, and city adoption

CREATING A 
VISIONING

DEVELOPING 
THE PLAN

PLAN 
ADOPTION

Norm Link
Outgoing 
Stanwood 
Police Chief

STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Spartan wrestlers 
chasing big goals

Where should new 
housing developments be 
allowed? Where to improve 
roads to relieve traffi c 
congestion? What types of 
businesses should be allowed 
where?

The city will reach out to 
the public in 2020 to get feed-
back through planning cafés 
and online surveys. This early 
information will help city 
offi cials create the next vision 
for the city’s future.

“We’re planning for future 
generations, like those be-
fore us were planning what 

we have now,” Community 
Development Director Patri-
cia Love said. “It provides 
direction on how the city 
will develop and where we 
spend our dollars.”

It’s already begun
First steps were taken 

Oct. 20 when the city hosted 
a public “Planning Café.”

About 30 people — resi-
dents, council members, city 
staff and commissioners — 
pored over maps and data,

 ■ SEE GROWTH, A6

EVAN CALDWELL | STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS ILLUSTRATION

The growing Cedarhome neighborhood of Stanwood, looking northeast from over 
Stanwood High School earlier this year from the air.

Incoming Snohomish County Sheriff promotes 
Norm Link; Council readies for new members
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obituarieS

ELDON RAY ALLEN
June 23, 1950 -

December 12, 2019

Eldon  Ray  Allen,  69,
died Thursday, December
12, 2019 at the Life Care
Center in Mount Vernon.

He leaves his wife of 48
and  a  half  years,  Cheryl
(Folino)  Allen;  his  son,
Jason Allen and his wife,
Jennifer; his son, Nicholas
Allen and his wife,  Don-
na; his daughter, Lindsey
(Allen)  Gooler  and  her
husband,  Jonathan;  his
brother,  Ron  Allen;  his
sister  Debbie  Allen;  and
four  granddaughters,
Ainsley,  Danica,  Amelia,
Elena;  and  many  close
friends. 

Eldon  is  preceded  in
death by his mother Ruby,
his  father  Virgil  and  his
brother Tim.

Born in Yakima, Wash.,
and  raised  in  Shelton,
Wash.,  the  son  of  Virgil
and Ruby (Deason) Allen.

Eldon  graduated  from
Shelton  High  School  in
1968. He attended Central
Washington  State  Col-
lege,  graduating  in  1972
with  a Bachelor's  Degree
in Education. 

While in college he met
his wife  Cheryl  and they
were  married  in  1971  at
Des  Moines  United
Methodists Church.

After  college,  Eldon
started  his long  career  in
education at Ashwood El-
ementary where he taught
fifth grade. 

In  1980  he  accepted  a
position  as  a  principal  at
Stanwood  Primary
School. He and Cheryl re-
located  to  Stanwood
where  they  planned  to
spend  five  years  getting
experience as a principal.
Five years turned into 35
and  Eldon  went  on  to
open  Twin  City  Elemen-
tary,  Port  Susan  Middle
School,  and  eventually
became the Assistant Su-
perintendent  of  Stan-
wood-Camano  School
District,  retiring  in 2005.
During  this  time  he  at-
tended  the  University  of
Washington,  attaining  his
Master's degree in Educa-
tion  and  Superintendent's
credential.

Eldon had a passion for
education,  coaching  and
his  community.  He  im-
pacted  many  lives  as  a
teacher,  principal,  coach
and  mentor.  A  compas-
sionate man who put oth-
ers  first  and  prided  him-
self  on  his  relationships
with  others,  always mak-
ing  them  feel  important
and valued.

While  his  dedication  to
education  and  the  Stan-
wood  community  was
tremendous  his  two  true
loves were his family and
Husky football.  He loved
travelling with family and
spending  time  with  his
grandchildren.  As  a  sea-
son  ticket  holder  he  en-
joyed  travelling  to  away
games  to  see  his  Dawgs
play  and  spending  Satur-
days in Husky stadium.

A memorial service will
be held at Twin City Ele-
mentary on December 21,
2019, starting at 11 a.m.

The  family  has  estab-
lished a memorial scholar-
ship fund in Eldon's name
so  his  impact  on  others
education can continue. 

Please  consider  a  dona-
tion  in  lieu  of  flowers.
Donations may be sent to
SCAF,  PO  Box  1209,
Stanwood  WA  98292.
Please  place  Eldon  Allen
in the memo line.
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ROBERTA ANN
MILLER 

May 2, 1934 -
 July 23, 2019

“Bobbye”  passed  away
in her home July 23, 2019
attended by her sons. She
was  born  in  Conway,
Ark.,  to  parents  S.R.
“Bob” and Sara Whittaker
and  grew  up  in  rural
Arkansas where she grad-
uated as valedictorian in-
1952  from  Mabelvale
High School.

In 1956 Bobbye earned
a  B.A.  in  English  from
Arkansas  State  Teachers
College  (now  Univ.  of
Central  Arkansas).  She
began her professional ca-
reer teaching 3rd grade in
Orange County,  Calif.  In
1957 she married Norman
Miller from Port Angeles,
settling in the Seattle area
and  raising  three  ram-
bunctious  boys.  In  the
1970's, Bobbye taught 5th
and 6th grade students at
The  Little  School  in
Bellevue.  In  1978  she
completed  her  Master's
degree in human develop-
ment  from  Pacific  Oaks
College  in  Pasadena,
Calif;  eventually  becom-
ing  a  master  teacher  for
interns in Washington and
California.

A  decided  academic,
Bobbye  obtained  a  2nd
Master's  degree  in  Land-
scape  Architecture  from
UW  in  1984.  She  then
transitioned  to  the  Island
County  planning  depart-
ment  in  Coupeville  and
later  the  Snohomish
County  planning  depart-
ment in Everett where she
retired  in  2002.  Having
once aspired to become an
architect, Bobbye proudly
designed  and  contracted
her  own  Camano  Island
home,  a  beautiful  venue
for  friends'  and  family
visits.

Bobbye  was  passionate
about cultural  travel,  wa-
tercolor  painting, and en-
vironmental  stewardship.
A  talented  artist  since
childhood,  she  belonged
to  the  Port  Gardner  Bay
Watercolor  Association,
the  Stanwood-Camano
Art  Guild,  and  Roaming
Artists.  Bobbye's  work
has been featured in local
art galleries and her paint-
ings  displayed  in  local
businesses.

Ever the volunteer, Bob-
bye taught children's Sun-
day school in her church,
worked as a docent in the
Museum of Northwest Art
(MONA)  in  La  Conner,
ushered for Everett's  Vil-
lage  Theatre,  and led en-
vironmental  art  work-
shops  for  children  in
Cama  Beach  State  Park
where  she  enjoyed  ignit-
ing  children's  imagina-
tions  and  their  sense  of
earth-stewardship.  She
was a member of Beach-
watchers on Whidbey and
Camano Islands.

Bobbye  is  survived  by
sons  Mike  (Linda)  and
Ron  (Peggy);  grandchil-
dren  Nathan,  Saralena,
Westin,  Megan,  and
Kalissa; plus hundreds of
friends,  students,  and
paintings.  She  was  pro-
ceeded  in  death  by  son
Karl.

Please  join us for  Bob-
bye's  memorial  service
and Celebration of Life at
Evergreen  Fellowship
(EUUF),  1607  4th  St,
Marysville  on  January 6,
2020 at 2 pm.

In  lieu  of  flowers  the
family asks that donations
be made to Stanwood-Ca-
mano  Food  Bank,
P.O.Box  1285,  Stanwood
WA  98292  or  online
StanwoodCamanoFood-
Bank.org
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Growth
 ■ From A1

pondering where to build 
400 housing units between 
now and 2043 to meet the 
state-mandated Growth 
management Act readiness 
plan for population growth.

Planning commissioners 
discussed the results in a 
Dec. 9 meeting, with one 
person from the public in 
the audience.

Love summed up the 
Planning Café’s results in 
pie charts and graphs that 
distilled public comments 
and suggestions. Attend-
ees were clear that they 
wanted the upper hilltop 
area zoned single-family 
residential. They wanted 
population density focused 
in the Haggen and down-
town areas. They were 
concerned about traffic on 
68th and 80th avenues.

People said they like 
mixing residences with 
business in the downtown 
area, but issues regarding 
flooding, building height 
and parking would need to 
be addressed.

Getting from vision 
to plan to law

The city is in the early 
stages of creating a vi-
sion, and planners want 
residents to be involved 
now so that their ideas can 
be developed in the later 
stages.

“Phase one is where we 
want to get as much in-
formation from the public 
to help define what we’re 
going to be doing,” Love 
said.

The city will schedule 
special public planning 
events in 2020 to look at 
buildable lands; housing 
and employment; growth 
alternatives; and the city’s 
overall character.

Elements will later be 
analyzed to find out what’s 

feasible, what is economi-
cally viable and what has 
worked for other similar 
communities.

City officials with then 
distill the vision into a 
Comprehensive Plan, 
which gets updated every 
eight years, as required by 
state law.

The comp plan is vital 
— it drives municipal 
code, which enforces how 
the city grows, what’s built 
where, how high and at 
what density. Codes deter-
mine zoning, building and 
what types of businesses 
are allowed where.

Ultimately when con-
flicts arise, as was shown 
in the recent crematory 
decision, municipal codes 
determine what’s allowed 
to be built in Stanwood.

The comp plan update is 
due July 1, 2023.

“The feedback that we 
get over the next year 
feeds directly into the 
comp plan,” Love said.

“In phase two, there’s 
a lot of technical work to 
make sure it’s financial 
and economically, viable. 
We want a plan that can be 
implemented and not just 
sit on a shelf somewhere.”

City officials must 
weave community desires 
with state growth man-
dates into an integrated 
whole. As the comp plan 
is updated, zoning codes 
must be changed to match.

“There’s a lot that has to 
happen at the same time. 
That’s why I gave it a year 
and a half to get through 
phase two,” Love said.

Topics for growth
Planning for the future 

can be tricky because the 
population is changing.

Who will the plans 
serve? For example, more 
Baby Boomers are retiring 
and moving out of the area 
while more young families 
move into new develop-
ments.

Families are getting 
smaller, retail is strug-
gling because more goods 
are sold online, Commis-
sioner marcus metz said.

What will appeal 10 
years, 20 years or 30 
years from now? Com-
missioner Lance Dennis 
suggested looking at a 
regional picture and take 
care not to be behind the 
times when the plan is 
built out.

Commission President 
Linda Utgard said that 
the Traditional Neighbor-
hoods — seemed ideal 
when envisioned.

Traditional Neighbor-
hood zoning was intended 
to make pocket communi-
ties. It required a mix of 
housing from single fam-
ily houses to duplexes to 
multi-family complexes 
and included commercial 
buildings.

“It looked fabulous on 
paper,” Stanwood Senior 
Planner Amy rusko said.

Traditional Neighbor-
hood zones needed to be 
large enough to work, 
not just a 20-acre parcel, 
said Commissioner Steve 
Shepro, who becomes a 
City Council member in 
January.

Traffic also is a big 
concern to many.

Commissioner Darren 
robb said another east-
west route through town 
should be on the table.

Zoning, housing types, 
height restriction, traffic, 
neighborhood character, 
water, sewer, drainage, 
schools, parks — all this 
will be discussed in 2020 
as the city gathers infor-
mation.

“If we get that informa-
tion early, we can build 
that into the draft plan. It 
will begin to shape the vi-
sion for the future,” Love 
said. “Now is that time 
to get involved in this 
visioning session.”

By EvAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The state’s Public Disclo-
sure Commission dismissed 
alleged campaign violations 
by a Stanwood-Camano 
School Board member.

Stanwood parent melissa 
O’Neill filed a complaint 
with the PDC on Nov. 4 
claiming that board member 
Al Schreiber violated 
election laws as he en-
dorsed candidates for local 
positions. The complaint 
came several days after 
a special school board 
meeting where parents and 
concerned residents spoke 
about their displeasure over 
the way Schreiber endorsed 
candidates.

The PDC said staff 
reviewed the allegations 
and “based on our findings 
staff has determined that, in 
this instance, no evidence 
supports a finding of a vio-
lation that warrants further 
investigation,” according 
to the response letter dated 
Dec. 16.

Schreiber, who was board 
president until recently, said 
Tuesday he was careful not 

to use district resources 
while making endorsements.

“I knew it would be un-
founded and frivolous,” he 
said of the complaints. “I’m 
glad it’s over. Now we can 
move forward.”

During the review, the 
PDC staff wrote in the let-
ter they found “no further 
action is warranted and 
has dismissed this matter.” 
They found Schreiber did 
not use public facilities to 
support or oppose a candi-
date or ballot proposition, 
and they found no viola-
tions occurred when:

• Schreiber sent an email 
from his personal email 
account to a contact list of 
50 recipients about his pre-
ferred candidates for local 
elected positions.

• Schreiber had busi-
ness cards printed on his 
own time and with his own 
money. The cards stated his 
preferred candidates for the 
2019 election.

• The business cards 
were distributed by Sch-
reiber to people he knows 
and then someone, whose 
identity and activities are 
unknown to Schreiber, 

passed the business cards 
out at a school-sponsored 
homecoming parade to 
members of the gen-
eral public as stated by the 
complainant. Schreiber did 
not attend the parade and 
did not distribute the cards 
himself.

o’Neill wrote in an email 
to the Stanwood Camano 
News that she was disap-
pointed.

“... this decision lets 
mr. Schreiber off the hook 
regarding the use of school 
district owned property to 
further his ‘election goals,’” 
she wrote, adding that she 
also filed a federal elec-
tion complaint with the US 
Department of Justice.

“We firmly believe that 
mr. Schreiber’s ethics and 
morals are highly question-
able, and as such do not feel 
that he should represent our 
community on this school 
board,” o’Neill said.

o’Neill, part of a group 
who formed the Alliance of 
Students, Community and 
Parents, said they continue 
to meet with Superintendent 
Jean Shumate to address 
other concerns.

PDC finds no campaign 
violations by Schreiber
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A new law will require 
real-time monitoring of jet 
noise at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island.

The National Defense 
Authorization Act — 
which sets the military 
budget for 2020 includes a 
section requiring the moni-
toring — passed Congress 
and now requires President 
Donald Trump’s signature 
to enact it.

Noise from EA-18G 
Growler jets flown out of 
NAS Whidbey has long 
been a contentious issue 
for area communities.

residents, environmen-
tal groups and state Attor-
ney General Bob Ferguson 
have argued — through 
public comment on the 
Navy’s recent addition of 
36 jets at the base and in 
lawsuits — that the Growl-
ers are louder than other 
types of jets stationed 
at the base and that an 
increase in the number of 
flights is impacting human 
health, wildlife and the 
enjoyment of public lands.

Some have also con-
tested the Navy’s reliance 
on computer modeling to 
determine the impact of 
jet noise — a major issue 
raised during the Navy’s 
completion of an Environ-
mental Impact Statement, 
or EIS, for the recent addi-
tion to its fleet.

Sen. maria Cantwell and 
rep. rick Larsen, both 
Democrats representing 
the state, said the provision 
in the National Defense 
Authorization Act that 
requires noise monitoring 
in 2020 will address those 
concerns.

“Noise from Growler 
training has caused much 
concern in local communi-
ties,” Cantwell said in a 

joint news release with 
Larsen. “Publicly avail-
able real-time monitoring 
of Whidbey Island and the 
olympic National Park 
will provide transparency 
and a basis for an accurate 
discussion on the impacts 
of the increased flight 
activity between the Navy, 
the state, and the commu-
nities involved.”

According to the offices 
of Cantwell and Larsen, 
the provision requires the 
Navy to monitor jet noise 
at the base, at outlying 
Field Coupeville and 
throughout the flight paths 
used. The flight paths 
include the skies above 
olympic National Park, 
olympic National Forest 
and Ebey’s Landing Na-
tional Historical reserve.

“I am happy the final 
bill includes real-time 
noise monitoring language 
to require the Navy to 
mitigate the effects of 
military aircraft noise on 
private residences, schools 
and hospitals,” Larsen, 
a senior member of the 
House Armed Services 
Committee, said in the 
release. “This provision 
will ensure air crews can 
get vital training while 

better understanding and 
reducing the impact of 
operations on surrounding 
communities.”

The provision requires 
the Navy to submit a re-
port to the Armed Services 
Committee on Dec. 1, 
2020, that details monitor-
ing results and how they 
compare with previous 
computer modeling data, 
as well as provide the 
information on a public 
web page.

Sound Defense Alli-
ance, of which several 
area nonprofits including 
a local Sierra Club chapter 
and Friends of the San 
Juans are members, is 
celebrating the required 
monitoring.

“This is essential 
progress to addressing the 
presence of Growler jets 
in Northwest Washington. 
... Noise monitoring is a 
gateway for a real solution 
to the recent expansion of 
Growler jets and Growler 
operations,” maryon 
Attwood of the alliance 
said in a news release from 
the organization. “This is 
great news and will require 
our vigilance in making 
the Navy accountable to 
the public.”

Congress requires Whidbey 
base to monitor jet noise
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The Navy’s EA-18G Growlers recently expanded 
jet operations on Whidbey Island, prompting 
people to claim officials failed to adequately 
consider the effect that additional noisy flights 
would have on people or wildlife.




