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MAC POTTS 
LANDS GIG IN 
WASHOUGAL

Vancouver musician 
appeared on 

‘American Idol’
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‘LIGHTS FOR 
LIBERTY’ VIGIL 
DRAWS CROWD

Camas residents join 
call for end to abuse of 
immigrants at border:
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By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

The fate of a Camas-based 
community aquatics center will 
soon be in voters’ hands. 

Camas City Council members 
on Monday agreed to put a prop-
osition on the Nov. 5, 2019 Gen-
eral Election ballot that would 
allow the city to issue general 
obligation bonds in an amount 
up to $78 million for the con-

struction of a new community 
aquatics center and renovation of 
three Camas sports fields. 

City councilman Steve Hogan 
said talks of building a commu-
nity center have popped up sev-
eral times during his 14 years on 
the Camas council. 

“It’s time to move forward 
with something,” Hogan said at 
a Monday council workshop held 

before the council voted to place 
the bond measure on the Novem-
ber ballot. “A lot of good people 
over the years have tried to get 
this on the table.”

Another longtime Camas city 
councilman, Greg Anderson, 
agreed with Hogan. 

“I’ve heard this many times,” 
Anderson said of the push to 
build a community center.

He added that, of the 12 options 
presented to council showing dif-
ferent configurations of commu-
nity centers, field improvements 
and even a new sports field com-
plex, he thought “the full meal 
deal” — building a larger com-
munity center with a recreation 
and competition pool as well as 

Community center headed for ballot

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

Washougal City Council members 
approved a motion to increase the 
maximum salary for the city’s police 
chief position at their July 8 meeting. 

One day later, the city posted an ad-
vertisement for the position to replace 
Washougal Police Chief Ron Mitchell, 
who is set to retire in November. 

City officials hope to begin inter-
viewing candidates in August.

Hunt for 
new chief 
of police 
begins
Washougal will raise upper 
salary level to $138,612

By Wayne Havrelly

Post-Record staff writer

It’s a warm, sunny Friday 
and swimmers and families 
have made their way back to 
the Sandy Swimming Hole in 
Washougal. 

If it weren’t for the memo-
rial of wilted flowers adorn-
ing the park’s newly repaired 
fence in the parking lot, there 

would be little evidence that 
this normally peaceful, tran-
quil Washougal River beach 
was the scene of a horrific 
crime just two weeks prior — 
when a man driving a Jeep 
Cherokee crashed his vehicle 
through a park barrier and 
drove onto the beach, running 
over and killing two German 
tourists before driving away. 

A Washougal man was 
charged in the incident. 

David Croswell, 71, is 
lodged at the Clark County 
jail, charged with two counts 
of vehicular homicide and two 
counts of felony hit and run 
for allegedly driving under 
the influence and running 
away from the scene on June 
25, after killing Regina and 
Rudolf Hohstadt, a German 
couple in their 60s who were 
visiting family in the Port-
land-Vancouver area.

For many families who 
have returned to the small 
Washougal park, the tragedy 
is still on their minds. 

Richard Tackett and his 
fiance, Jane Cruz, brought 
their infant niece and young 
nephew to their favorite spot 
on the Washougal River to cool 
off and make chili dogs on Fri-
day, July 12. The couple, who 

Sandy Swimming Hole in waSHougal

Wayne Havrelly/Post-recorD

Richard Tacket and his family visit the Sandy Swimming Hole on Friday, July 12, nearly three weeks after a man drove through the Washougal park’s 
barrier, running over and killing a German couple on the beach. Tacket placed his niece’s carseat behind a tree, saying “you can’t be too careful.”

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

A small subdivision 
planned for Camas’ 
Northwest 43rd Avenue 
area became ground zero 
in a battle to protect that 
city’s urban tree canopy 
this week after members 
of Camas Tree Protectors 
(CTP) organized a sit-in to 
protest the destruction of 
more than 70 trees on a lot 
planned for 12 new single-
family homes. 

Alicia King is a member 
of the CTP group, which 
boasts more than 500 

members on its Facebook 
site. 

King said the sit-in, 
which took place Wednes-
day evening, July 17, near 
the development at 2223 
N.W. 43rd Ave., came 
about after group mem-
bers learned Camas city 
leaders had signed a pri-
vate settlement with the 
developer, Waverly Homes 
LLC of Vancouver, effec-
tively dismantling a Clark 
County hearings exam-
iner’s 2018 decision to re-
tain nearly 40 trees on the 
property.

Sit-in calls out urban ‘clear-cutting’ in Camas
Advocates dismayed after city settles with developer, allows more than 70 trees to be felled

contriButeD PHoto courtesy oF caMas tree Protectors

Felled trees pile up at a site off Northwest 43rd Avenue in Camas on Monday, July 15. 

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

The Port of Camas-Washougal’s 
waterfront development should take 
advantage of the area’s natural fea-
tures and incorporate local history, the 
owner of RKm Development said at a 
“Lunch With Dave” event, held July 10 
at the Port of Camas-Washougal office.

Roy Kim, who was chosen in April 
to develop the 35-acre Parker’s Land-
ing site into a mixed-use urban center, 
told a crowd of about 30 people that 
he’s making determinations about 
what community members want to 
see from the development based on 
surveys conducted by himself and 
Port staff members.

“The views are amazing. The ma-
rina is an asset and the waterfront is 
an asset. That’s why people come here,” 
he said. “We looked at a lot of old pic-
tures to try to get an idea, because the 
history of the site — the Parker House, 
we talked about that, we talked about 
the people that came here very early – 
we want to take all of that into account 
when we’re master planning.”

Port unveils 
concepts for 
Washougal 
waterfront
Community’s input sought 
on plans for development

Camas council OKs $78 million bond measure  
to build aquatics facility, renovate sports fields

Weeks after tragedy,  
crowds return to park

Site of fatal 
hit-and-run  
is ‘returning 
to normal,’ 
neighbors say

See Search, page A2

See Center, page A5

See Waterfront, page A6

See Park, page A6

See Trees, page A5



This week’s Camas-Washougal Young Athlete of the 
Week is recent Washougal High School graduate 
Amelia Pullen. Pullen won the state 2A cross-country 
championship and will be running track and field 
at Warner Pacific College in the fall. She thanks her 
faithful dog and daily running partner, Cienna, for 
much of her running success. Pullen also was one of 
four valedictorians for the Washougal High School 
class of 2019 and plans to become a veterinarian.
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ARE HERE!

Introducing the AGX® Secure Hearing Aid Leasing Program 
with monthly payments starting at $99
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HearingVancouver.com
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*Of hearing aid wearers in a study sponsored by the National Council on Aging
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a gymnasium and several 
community spaces — made 
the most sense. 

“It’s a big ask, but there’s 
a lot in this ask,” Anderson 
said.

The councilman added 
that, if voters approve the 
bond proposition in No-
vember, he would like to 
see the community center 
built on a 6.3-acre piece of 
city-owned property located 
on the south side of Lake 
Road, across from the en-
trance to Camas’ Heritage 
Park near Lacamas Lake. 

“I’d like to see us work 
with the location we have 
now,” Anderson said. 
“That lake — both lakes — 
are part of (Camas).” 

To pass, the proposition 
will need to garner the ap-
proval of 60 percent of vot-
ers in the Nov. 5 election.

According to the city’s 
� nance director, Cathy 
Huber Nickerson, the bond 
would  cost Camas property 
owners $1.04 per $1,000 of 
assessed property value in 
2021 and decrease gradu-
ally to 67 cents per $1,000 
of assessed value in 2039. 
This would cost the owner 
of a $464,400 home — the 
median Camas home price 
— $41 per month, or $492 
per year, in 2021.

The bond would cover 
the costs of construction as 
well as the equipment and 
furniture needed for the 
community aquatics cen-
ter and renovations at the 
three sports � elds. 

Capell said a Camas-
Washougal group working 
to build a joint community 
center had previously esti-
mated operating costs for 
a similarly sized aquat-
ics center at around $2.6 
million per year, with rev-
enues from member fees 
and other usage projected 
to be about $2.3 million.

“So a (city) subsidy of 
about $300,000 would be 
needed,” Capell said. “We 
will re� ne that, but that 
was their estimate.”

The bond proposition op-
tion approved by a unani-
mous council vote Monday 
— Option I — was not the 
largest of the 12 options 
presented by sta� , but did 
include the most amenities 
for the aquatic-community 
center. Councilors did not 
feel comfortable including 
a $12 million new sports 
� eld complex in the bal-
lot proposition, but did 
say they wanted to add 
roughly $6 million worth 
of improvements to exist-
ing sports � elds.

The option approved 
Monday would include $2.7 
million worth of renova-
tions, including turf and 
lighting, at Forest Home 
Park; $2.3 million in im-
provements at Prune 
Hill Sports Park; and $1 
million in renovations to 
sports � elds at Dorothy 
Fox Park. 

On the community 
center side, the council-
members approved an 
option that would build 
a 78,000-square-foot com-
munity center with a rec-
reation pool, a competi-
tion pool, gymnasium, 
community rooms, cardio 
and weight rooms, and an 
indoor walk-jog track over-
looking the gym courts and 
 the site’s forested areas. 

Preliminary plans show 
a community center that 
“nestles into the site” and 
blends in with the forested 
land by having simple, low-
pro� le roo� ines, according 
to architects working with 
the city.

City sta�  held an in-per-
son open house on June 18 
and an online “open house” 
June 18-30 to unveil the 
community center options 
presented to council on 
Monday and gauge the 
community’s thoughts on 
building a new community 
aquatics center and reno-
vating or building sports 
� elds throughout Camas. 

Camas City Administra-
tor Pete Capell said Mon-
day that 101 people attend-
ed the June 18 open house 
at Lacamas Lake Lodge, 
1,690 people voted online 
and 593 people left online 
comments. 

A majority listed a lei-
sure pool, competitive pool 
and � tness center as their 
top three priorities for the 
community aquatics center. 

Several commenters 
said they didn’t like the 
planned Lake Road site, 
and many were concerned 
about tra�  c on Northeast 
Lake Road and nearby 
Northeast Everett Street. 

Camas Public Works Di-
rector Steve Wall said city 
sta�  had examined tra�  c 
scenarios for a similarly 
sized center on the Lake 
Road property and found 
that, even extending out 
to 2040, the center’s tra�  c 
impacts to the Lake Road-
Everett intersection would 
be “fairly minimal.” 

Wall said the negative 
tra�  c impacts of adding 
a community center to 
the Lake Road site would 
mean, at most, a delay of 
two to four seconds and one 
car length to any “queue-
ing up” at the intersection. 

“Even in the 2040 time-
frame, the intersection 
still operates the way we’d 
like to see it,” Wall told 
councilmembers Monday. 

Addressing many resi-
dents’ questions about 
parking at the future com-
munity center, Capell said 
the inclusion of $5 million 
worth of o� -site improve-
ments would add parking 
at the nearby Heritage 
Park and that the site itself 
would have 134 parking 
spots at its full build-out. 

“If we had a sunny day 
on the weekend with spe-
cial events at (Lacamas 
Lake Lodge) and at the 
community center, we could 
have a problem, but most of 
the time we’ll be more than 
capable of addressing the 
parking needs at the com-
munity center,” Capell said. 

City sta�  will have illus-
trations and information 
available online as well as 
at the Camas Days festi-
val in downtown Camas on 
July 26 and July 27.  

Center:
From page A1

“It was very upsetting,” 
King said of the legal set-
tlement between the city 
and Waverly Homes, “be-
cause we lost everything 
we’d fought for on that 
property.”

The settlement, 
reached in late March, 
was in response to a 
lawsuit � led by Waverly 
Homes against the city 
of Camas after a third-
party hearings examiner 
ruled the developer must 
take greater steps to pre-
serve a wetlands area and 
retain more signi� cant 
trees on the site. 

“The property owner 
was not satis� ed with the 
land-use (ruling) and was 
alleging multiple claims 
against the city and seek-
ing damages,” Camas 
City Administrator Pete 
Capell told the Post-Re-
cord this week. 

The city’s own attorney, 
as well as lawyers with 
the Washington Cities In-
surance Authority, coun-
seled city sta�  and Mayor 
Shannon Turk to settle 
with the developer. 

“Rather than spend-
ing a lot of sta�  time and 
money, we thought we 
should see if we (couldn’t) 
reach a settlement,” Ca-
pell said. 

Under the terms of the 
settlement, the developer 
must keep trees located 
inside a 0.5-acre wetlands 
area, retain an arborist 
report on other trees they 
wish to remove from the 
property — and compen-
sate the city’s tree fund 
for any signi� cant trees 
removed — and plant 
trees along the property’s 
Northwest 43rd Avenue 
boundary that Capell 
said are “signi� cantly 
larger” than what would 
normally be required by 
city code. 

The settlement calls for 
trees at least 10 feet high 
and 4 inches in diameter 
to be planted every 20 
feet along the property’s 
Northwest 43rd Avenue 
frontage. 

The developer will be 
required to pay up to 
$15,000 to the city’s tree 
fund — a pool of money 
for replacing trees lost in 
developments by plant-
ing new trees in other ar-
eas of Camas — with set 
amounts for each tree re-
moved from the property.

Settlement 
dismantles 

earlier ruling
In August 2018, the Wa-

verly Homes application 
landed in an impartial 
court hearing before Clark 
County Hearings Exam-
iner Joe Turner.

At that hearing, the city 
of Camas’ lead planner, 
Sarah Fox, showed the de-
veloper’s proposal for the 
12-lot subdivision, which 
called for the removal of 
all but a handful of the 79 
trees at the site and halved 
the existing wetlands, and 
said city sta�  believed the 
developer could retain 
more trees and better pro-
tect the critical wetlands 
area, per requirements in 
the city’s code.

Turner agreed. 
In the hearings examin-

er’s � nal decision, Turner 
ruled that Waverly Homes 
needed to modify its devel-
opment plans to avoid all 
direct wetlands impacts, 
revise grading and front-
age improvement plans to 
save 12 trees near North-
west 43rd Avenue and 
retain 22 existing trees 
deemed “signi� cant” and 
in good or fair health by 
the developer’s arborist. 

Capell said the city was 
satis� ed with Turner’s 
agreement, and King said 
the tree advocates felt re-
lieved by the decision. 

“This is just one little 
property, but for once we 
felt like we’d timed it right 
and we actually organized 
and showed up and they 
did something to protect 
the trees,” King said. 
“Now, we’ve been told 
there’s nothing we can do 
because of the settlement.”

Although the city and 
tree advocates were 
pleased with Turner’s de-
cision, the developers were 
frustrated by the new re-
quirements. 

During the August 2018 
hearing before Turner, 
Waverly Homes represen-
tative Brett Simpson said 
the developers had recon-
� gured the site several 
times to lessen wetlands 
impacts and retain trees. 

“We’ve decreased lot 
sizes and … pushed it 
down as far as we could,” 
Simpson testi� ed  at the 
August 2018 hearing. 
“We’ve reduced it as much 

as we possibly could while 
still trying to maintain a 
neighborhood.” 

Simpson told Turner 
that retaining the site’s 
existing trees was compli-
cated by city requirements 
to the site that would re-
quire extensive grading, 
� lling and construction 
near the trees’ root zones. 

“We’ve done what we 
could to comply with city 
code,” Simpson told Turn-
er. “We’re not taking down 
trees because I want to do 
it. It costs money to take 
down trees. I’m � ne with 
leaving the trees and not 
doing road improvements 
(along Northwest 43rd Av-
enue), but I can’t do both.” 

Simpson said the con-
struction work would 
smother and damage tree 
roots in several areas of 
the site, threatening the 
trees’ ability to live after 
the development was es-
tablished. 

He also argued that tak-
ing down the trees in this 
particular development, 
which is boxed in by other 
housing subdivisions, was 
preferable to removing 
trees in a less urban envi-
ronment. 

“To me it’s more of a 
macro issue,” Simpson 
told Turner. “Urban in-
� ll is regarded as having 
much less of an (environ-
mental) impact than ur-
ban sprawl.” 

In the end, however, 
Turner ruled the develop-
er could take steps during 
the construction to protect 
the root zones for several 
existing trees. 

In his � nal order, 
Turner found that “with 
revised grading and front-
age improvement designs, 
12 trees near the (North-
west Third Avenue) right 
of way coud be preserved” 
and that the developer 
must retain 22 signi� cant 
trees on the site and avoid 
direct wetlands impacts. 

Unhappy with Turner’s 
decision, Waverly Homes 
— a Vancouver developer 
that has subdivisions un-
derway throughout Clark 
County, including the 19-
home “Magnolia” develop-
ment in northwest Wash-
ougal — sued the city of 
Camas for damages.

“I feel like the develop-
ers were bullying,” King 
said. “The way they went 

about this — suing the 
city — is just wrong.” 

King said the private 
settlement  made many of 
the tree advocates ques-
tion if they can have any 
real impact on their city’s 
livability. 

“There was this tiny 
window to make some 
change and we felt like 
we’d had this small win. 
We were so excited,” King 
said. “But now we’ve been 
told there’s nothing we can 
do because of the settle-
ment. It’s like, ‘What’s the 
point?’” 

King also worries that 
the city is settling on other 
land-use issues and es-
sentially paying money to 
lawyers that only bene� ts 
private developers. 

“How much did the city 
pay to have their lawyers 
go back and forth on this?” 
King asked. “And for 
what? What does the city 
get out of it?” 

Capell said these types 
of private settlements are 
rare. In his nearly six 
years as Camas’ city ad-
ministrator, he can only 
remember two other in-
stances when the city set-
tled with a developer over 
a land-use issue. 

The city’s new urban 
tree ordinance, which re-
quires greater tree pres-
ervation e� orts on new 
developments, should help 
solve some of these dis-
putes before they get to a 
hearings examiner or law-
suit stage, Capell added. 

“The new ordinance 
spells it out better so we’ll 
get more consistency,” Ca-
pell said. 

On Monday, members 
of the CTP group photo-
graphed the � rst felled 
trees on the property. 
King said she and other 
group members knew the 
sit-in wouldn’t save the 
Northwest 43rd Avenue 
trees, but wanted to draw 
the public’s attention to 
similar developments still 
in the pipeline in Camas. 

“Our goals are to stop 
the clearcutting of trees 
in Camas and to tell de-
velopers we want them 
to think outside the box,” 
King said. “Why can’t we 
be a community that in-
corporates trees into our 
landscapes, into our de-
velopments? We should be 
able to do that here.” 

Trees:
From page A1
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By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

Camas leaders from the 
city, school district and 
port greeted a standing-
room-only crowd at the 
2019 Camas State of the 

Community address, held 
Sept. 19 at Lacamas Lake 
Lodge in Camas.

Camas School Board 
President Doug Quinn 
moderated the annual 
showcase of local govern-
ment agencies’ most recent 
accomplishments and fu-

ture ambitions.
Camas Mayor Shan-

non Turk delivered her 
first State of the Commu-
nity speech since being ap-
pointed mayor in Novem-
ber 2018, and spoke about 
the city’s current Brady 
Road repair project, the 
construction of a $2 mil-
lion water reservoir, the 
planned Lake Road-Ev-
erett Street traffic round-
about, growth in the North 

Shore area, acquisition of 
open space land and the 
city’s new plans for com-
municating with the gen-
eral public.

Of all the issues Turk 
discussed at the State of 
the Community address, 
however, one topic —  the 
city’s November ballot 
proposition asking Camas 
voters to approve a $78 
million bond to build a 
community aquatics cen-

ter and upgrade several 
Camas-area athletic fields 
— received the most push-
back during the event’s 
question-and-answer ses-
sion.

Reading from cards 
that community members 
had filled out before the 
State of the Community 
event got underway, Quinn 
asked Turk if the bond 
proposition would adverse-
ly impact other taxpayer-

funded city services.
“No, it would not, be-

cause that is revenue we 
are asking you to provide 
through our bond,” Turk 
began to explain before a 
man in the audience began 
yelling.

“Does $78 million in 
…” the unidentified man 
shouted before Quinn cut 
him off, pointing toward 

Camas state of the Community

Mayor pressured on aquatics center

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

The Camas School Board 
this week approved a three-
year bargaining contract 
with the SEIU 1948 Public 

School Employees of Camas 
union that represents the 
district’s hundreds of classi-
fied workers. 

The two groups had been 
bargaining since June 19, 
and Marilyn Boerke, the 
school district’s director of 

talent development, told 
school board members Mon-
day night at the board’s reg-
ular meeting that she was 
pleased by the end results of 
the contract bargaining ses-
sions. 

“I was thrilled with the 
way the negotiations went,” 
Boerke said, praising the 
union’s leaders. “You could 
see how passionate people 

are about their work they do 
and about each other.” 

The Public School Employ-
ees (PSE) union leaders said 
Monday their group hadn’t 
had a chance to sign the bar-
gaining agreement, but that 
union members had already 
approved the contract lan-
guage. 

Camas schools, classified workers reach deal

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

For the past several months the Port of 
Camas-Washougal has been soliciting feed-
back from local residents about their prefer-
ences for the Port’s waterfront development.

For potential amenities, bars, brewpubs 
and eateries emerged as the most popular 
choices. That didn’t surprise Port chief ex-
ecutive officer David Ripp; in fact, he voted 
for those things as well.

“I like restaurants,” Ripp said. “I want 
to sit outside. Even if it’s just having a beer 
or a coffee or an appetizer, I want people to 
come down for the ambience. There are good 
restaurants all over, but we want to draw 
people here with what we call ‘destination 
purpose.’ That’s what really excites me about 
this development.”

A strong retail base, filled with eating and 
drinking spots, will be a part of The Water-
front at Parker’s Landing, which Port officials 
hope will be “a lively, walkable place with 
community gathering and character spaces, 
commercial, retail, mixed-use and residential 
uses,” according to the Port’s website.

At the Port commissioners’ Sept. 15 
meeting, Matt Brown of YBA Architects, a 
Portland-based firm that is working on the 
project along with Portland-based RKm De-
velopment, presented three master-plan op-
tions, which were created with the help of 
the community’s feedback.

However, Port officials aren’t interested in 
choosing one of the options, which have been 
posted on the Port’s website and social me-
dia channels. 

“We do not want to pick the best one,” 
Port commissioner Larry Keister said at the 
Sept. 15 meeting. “We want to encourage the 
discussion of, what part of each one do (local 
residents) like and what concepts would they 
like to see put together? This is the begin-
ning of the development of our ideas so that 
we can start putting things together to make 
things possible. This is the (public’s) project, 
and there will be many opportunities for us 
to continue on with this discussion. We want 
to put together the best package we possibly 
can.”

That means the Port is likely to pull togeth-
er a fourth waterfront option that represents 
a mixture of elements from the three designs.

“We’ll start talking about that in more 
depth and detail and take more input from 
the public at our (upcoming) workshop and 
meetings, and eventually narrow it down,” 
Ripp  said. “We have to push. We want to 
keep moving forward. We don’t want to de-
lay, because the more we delay, future events 
are delayed moving forward.”

Washougal 
waterfront 
plan coming 
into focus
Port leaders want to finalize 
Waterfront at Parker’s Landing 
master plan by year’s end

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

A bear is coming to down-
town Washougal. 

Local residents have no 
reason to fear, however. 
This bear is made of bronze 
and deemed “family friend-
ly” by its creator, Cascade 
Locks, Oregon artist Heath-
er Söderberg. 

The Washougal Arts and 
Culture Alliance (WACA) 
recently purchased “Dream-
ing,” Söderberg’s bronze 
sculpture of a grizzly bear, 
with the intention of donat-
ing it to the city of Washou-
gal.

WACA board member 
Chuck Carpenter said the 
400-pound sculpture will be 
installed at the southwest 
corner of the Pendleton Way 
and “A” Street intersection 
in early October.

“This life-sized bear is 

amazing in its character 
and detail and is certain to 
become a community and 
visitor favorite,” Carpenter 
said in a news release is-
sued by WACA.  “Like 
the bronze ‘Seaman’ 
sculpture in Reflec-
tion Plaza, this 
too will be large 
enough for people 
to sit with for pic-
tures and will add 
more charm and 
interest to our 
downtown.”

WACA has 
been fundraising for more 
than a year to purchase 
the $30,000 “Dreaming” 
sculpture. Money raised 
for the purchase came from 
the city’s lodging tax funds, 
WACA membership fees, 
individual donations (in-
cluding a “substantial con-
tribution” from Washougal 
residents Jim and Betty 
Cooper) and fundraising 

events, including the Wash-
ougal Arts festival held in 
August.

Suzanne Grover, the 
city’s parks and cemetery 
program manager, said the 
art sculpture will add to 
the city’s public art offer-
ings and is on the city’s “art 
walk” tour. 

Söderberg,  owner of the 
Söderberg Gallery and Stu-

dio in Cascade Locks, has 
designed other public art for 
Washougal, including the  
“Seaman” sculpture in Re-
flection Plaza and the “Chak 
Chak American Eagle” at 
Washougal Waterfront Park.

She started work on the 
bear sculpture about six 
years ago “just for fun.”

Bear of a 
sculpture  
to settle in 
Washougal
City will install bronze artwork made by 
‘Seaman’ artist next month in downtown

ContriButeD photo Courtesy oF rene Carroll 

Heather Söderberg, an artist from Cascade Locks, Ore., stands by her bear 
sculpture, which will be sited in downtown Washougal in October. The 
Washougal Arts and Culture Alliance fundraised for more than a year to 
purchase the $30,000 bronze bear sculpture. 

Turk faces outbursts, questions about 
$78 million bond during annual event

Three-year contract includes tool stipends 
for mechanics, cost of living adjustments

See Contract, page A6

“Like the bronze ‘Seaman’ sculpture in Reflection Plaza,  
this too will be large enough for people to sit with for pictures 

and will add more charm and interest to our downtown.”
— Chuck Carpenter, Washougal Arts and Culture Alliance board member

See Sculpture, page A3

See Address, page A2

See Waterfront, page A3



Classical Concert Series

Rachmaninoff
Symphony No.2
Join Maestro Brotons in this all-Russian 
concert featuring critically-acclaimed 
piano virtuoso Vladimir Feltsman in 
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No.1.

GUEST ARTIST
Vladimir Feltsman, piano

For tickets, call 360.735.7278
or visit vancouversymphony.org

Classical Concert Series

Rachmaninoff
Symphony No.2
Join Maestro Brotons in this all-Russian 
concert featuring critically-acclaimed 
piano virtuoso Vladimir Feltsman in 
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No.1.

GUEST ARTIST
Vladimir Feltsman, piano

For tickets, call 360.735.7278
or visit vancouversymphony.org

3:00PM / SAT. SEPT. 28
7:00PM / SUN. SEPT. 29

Skyview Concert Hall
1300 NW 139th St

Vancouver, Washington

Tickets start at $36
FREE PARKING

Brown s
410 NE Garfield St., Camas • 360-834-3692

www.brownsfh.com

A Dignified and Affordable 
Option for Every Family

Ours & Yours for 66 years

For all your Cemetery, Funeral and Cremation needs

1101 NE 112th AvENuE, vANcouvEr, WA • 360.892.6060
for current service information, visit: evergreenmemorialgardens.com

Since 1952

325 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360-834-4563

www.straubsfuneralhome.com

• Ensures your loved one 
never leaves our care for 
a third party crematory 
provider

• Ensures your family’s 
peace of mind on where 
your loved one is at all 
times

• Ensures your family is 
receiving your loved one’s 
ashes back

• Ask us about our  
Safe-Guard Technology for 
our burial or cremation 
offerings 

To ENSURE your peace of mind,
we own & operate our own crematory

With over 100 years of serving the Camas-Washougal community; we’re here to serve.

 —  Camas-Washougal, WA Post-Record  A2 Thursday, September 26, 2019
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the back of the crowded 
room where the man was 
seated.

“Excuse me, sir, no. I’m 
going to make a point right 
now. I will not tolerate out-
bursts from the audience. 
I would ask you to please 
be respectful and submit 
your question. If you have 
a statement to make, after 
the meeting you can ap-
proach the mayor or the 
council. That is appropri-
ate. That,” Quinn said, 
referencing the man’s out-
burst, “is not.” 

The crowd burst into 
applause at Quinn’s re-
sponse, and the mayor � n-
ished her answer: “OK, so 
as far as building the facil-
ity itself, no, city programs 
would not be in jeopardy 
because we are asking for 
money speci� c for the con-
struction of that facility.” 

Turk added that city 
leaders “will make sure 
that our current existing 
services … are not jeop-
ardized by the start of 
that community center” 
and that money the city 
spends on recreation ser-
vices right now would go 
toward similar services 
o� ered at the new commu-
nity-aquatics center. 

The second question of 
the night centered around 
costs for using the com-
munity center: If Camas 
taxpayers pay to build the 
center, would Camas resi-
dents also receive a mem-
bership discount? 

“Absolutely,” Turk said, 
“your tax dollars are pay-
ing for that investment … 
you will get a discounted 
rate versus somebody who 
is coming to our communi-
ty center from Vancouver.” 

The third question 
asked Turk to speak to 
those in the room who sup-
port and oppose the com-
munity aquatics center. 

To the center’s support-
ers, Turk said: “Thank 
you. You are probably one 
of the people that have 
� lled out our community 
surveys and told us over 
the years that this is a 
high priority for you. And 
we have listened to you. 
We have pulled informa-
tion together, and this is 
the best proposal we could 
put together.” 

To those who oppose 
the $78 million commu-
nity center bond proposal, 
Turk said: “I’m asking you 
to trust me.” 

A community member 
shouted “No,” to that, but 
Turk kept going. 

“This is a concept that 
we are putting together 
based on community sur-
veys,” Turk said. “This is 
the best concept that we 
have at this point. There 
(is) $78 million for this fa-
cility and sports � elds im-
provements. It’s a concept. 
The ballot measure is the 

absolute highest amount 
we can collect.” 

Turk compared the 
$78 million “huge ask” 
to someone getting pre-
approved for a $500,000 
home loan and � nding 
a home for $400,000, so 
they only take out a loan 
for $400,000. 

“If we don’t ask for ($78 
million) then we might not 
get the center,” Turk said. 
“People have, quite frank-
ly, they’ve told me that 
I’m stupid. They say, ‘You 
should not have asked for 
such a high amount. It’s 
never going to pass. You 
should have asked for $50 
million and fundraised to 
get it up there.’ To that I 
say, ‘Yes, that’s one way 
we could have gone.’ … 
But I know of facilities in 
this area that have plans 
for competitive pools sit-
ting in the drawer. They’ve 
never fundraised. They’re 
never getting that pool.” 

Turk added that she re-
alized asking for $78 mil-
lion was “a risk” on the 
city’s part. 

“But I’m hoping that 
you trust me, that we are 
going to put together the 
best plan we have on the 
best site,” Turk said. “I 
know there are questions 
about sites, about what 
will be done speci� cally at 
this center, but I’m asking 
you to trust the city. And 
if you don’t trust me, trust 
the city council. You have 
seven amazing people 
with diverse backgrounds, 
with diverse interests, 
that keep me in check. 
That’s their job. We have 
a system of checks and 
balances. We’re all work-
ing together. This is where 
we’re going. We can talk 
about di� erent locations 
and about di� erent things 
happening (at the center) 
after the ballot passes.” 

Port, school 
district 

spotlight future 
developments, 

students’ 
emotional health
Other highlights from 

this year’s State of the 
Community address came 
from Ripp and Snell as 
they discussed the Port’s 
waterfront development 

and “Building 20” plans 
and the school district’s 
recent acquisition of the 
former United Labora-
tories (UL) building and 
land.

Ripp said the Port has 
had great success � lling 
buildings in its industrial 
development park, and 
pointed to plans for “Build-
ing 20,” a 50,000-square-
foot spec building the Port 
hopes to begin construc-
tion on in 2021. 

Like Building 18, an in-
dustrial building the Port 
� nished in May 2018 that 
is at 100-percent occu-
pancy with six business-
es, Ripp said Port lead-
ers expect to have little 
trouble � lling space in the 
planned Building 20 de-
velopment. 

The Port also is working 
to complete a long-awaited 
project at Parker’s Land-
ing on waterfront land at 
the edge of Camas and 
Washougal. 

“We asked, ‘What does 
the community want to 
see (on the waterfront)?’” 
Ripp said in his State of 
the Community address. 
“Last Monday we present-
ed three concepts. And it’s 
not about what we want, 
it’s about what you want.” 

Ripp said Port leaders 
are looking at the three 
concept designs to see 
which elements from each 
design most appeal to 
community members. 

“We’re trying to look at 
what you like in the op-
tions,” Ripp said. 

The Port will “meld” 
those ideas into a main de-
sign concept that the pub-
lic should be able to see 
later this year, Ripp said. 
(For more information 
about the three waterfront 
designs, see a related arti-
cle in today’s Post-Record.) 

In Snell’s State of the 
Community address, 
the school district leader 
highlighted recent accom-
plishments within the dis-
trict — a Camas educator 
named Washington’s 2020 
Teacher of the Year; grad-
uation rates topping 90 
percent; nearing comple-
tion on facilities funded by 
the district’s 2016 building 
bond and working through 
a 2019-20 budget that saw 
revenue de� cits of more 
than $8 million.

School funding has been 

“volatile” over the past 
two to three years, Snell 
said, and may continue 
to be volatile for the next 
couple years as school dis-
tricts and state legislators 
continue to grapple with 
the issue of adequately — 
and equitably — funding 
Washington’s K-12 public 
schools.

“We went through 4.5 
percent budget reductions 
last year and that was 
tough,” Snell said. “No one 
wants to go through a bud-
get reduction process.” 

On the positive side, 
Snell pointed to the dis-
trict’s recent acquisition 
of the former UL property 
and building in Camas, 
the opening of the new 
Lacamas Lake Elemen-
tary and Discovery High 
schools and 2016 building-
bond work that will soon 
“bring the Garver Theatre 
back online” and upgrade 
athletic � elds with new 
turf. 

Snell said district lead-
ers and educators are 
working to address stu-
dents’ social-emotional 
health in Camas. 

“You’ve told us you’re 
worried about kids’ stress 
levels and (emotional) 
health,” Snell said, adding 
that recent surveys show-
ing one in � ve Camas stu-
dents have expressed self-
harm or suicidal thoughts 
are concerning. 

“We know it’s not OK,” 
Snell said of the “one in 
� ve” number and of re-
cent data showing suicide 
deaths in Camas have not 
decreased in recent years. 

He encouraged com-
munity members to look 
at the district’s 2-year-
old “All-Student Wellness 
Program,” which o� ers in-
person classes, online vid-
eos and other resources for 
improving young people’s 
social-emotional health at 
camas.wednet.edu.

City to host 
‘Camas 101’ 

courses
Education and commu-

nity outreach was another 
aspect of Turk’s city pre-
sentation at the State of 
the Community, and the 
mayor said city leaders 
are holding Ward meet-
ings throughout the year 
to speak about issues that 
impact various areas of 
the city. 

Also new in 2020 is 
“Camas 101,” a program 
Turk has modeled on the 
Leadership Clark County 
courses that teach citizens 
about the inner workings 
of county government. 

The Camas 101 pro-
gram will o� er an eight-
week course, with a maxi-
mum of 25 participants, 
to teach community mem-
bers about the history of 
Camas, the roles of the 
city’s mayor and city coun-
cil, and the city’s role in 
funding and implement-
ing various programs and 
city services.  

“We envision this as a 
way to meet your neigh-
bors and know more about 
your community,” Turk 
said of the Camas 101 pro-
gram, which is slated to 
begin in 2020.
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JAMES ”JIM” C. DAVIS, JR.
March 24, 1929 ~ August 21, 2019

On Aug. 21, 2019, James ”Jim” C. Davis, Jr., 90, of
Temecula, CA, went to Glory. He was born in Seattle,
WA to Bernice and James Davis, Sr. At 3 years old, Jim’s
mother died. His father remarried Veloise (Johnny) Litts
in Oct. 1935 and had two sons, Rev. Ted Davis and
Michael Davis (deceased) and two daughters, Joy (Davis)
Newman and Joanna (Davis) Phillips.
James Sr. remained on active duty in the Pacific after the
attack on Pearl Harbor. His family evacuated to IA,
retiring in 1947, when they moved to Washougal, WA.
Jim graduated from Washougal High School in 1948.
He married Carol Nagel Walmot on Dec. 24, 1950 and
they moved to Ontario, CA where Jim worked for the
Gas Co., retiring after 32 years.
Jim and Carol were married 42 years and raised 3
children: Angela (Davis) Roland, Paul and Mark Nagel.
Carol died in 1992. Jim remarried in 1993 to Margaret
”Meg” Rogers, gaining five loving children.
Jim’s Celebration of Life was held in August at his church
at Gateway Nazarene in Temecula, CA. (Jim’s favorite
scripture was Matt 25:21.)

Apple, Joseph J., 58, 
Washougal, died Sept. 17, 
2019. All County Crema-
tion and Burial Services. 
360-718-7948.

Buntin, Jeanette Y., 
93, Vancouver, died Sept. 
10, 2019. Straub’s Funeral 
Home & Columbia River 
Cremation. 360-834-4563.

Herndon, Wayne, 77, 
Camas, died Sept. 20, 
2019. All County Crema-
tion and Burial Services. 
360-718-7948.

Johnson, Phyllis A., 
79, Washougal, died Sept. 
15, 2019. Straub’s Funeral 
Home & Columbia River 
Cremation. 360-834-4563.

Hart, Lowell D., 91, 
Washougal, died Sept. 12, 
2019. Brown’s Funeral 
Home. 360-834-3692.

Pratt, John D., 66, 
Washougal, died Sept. 5, 
2019. All County Crema-
tion and Burial Services. 
360-718-7948.

Warren, Cleo M., Van-
couver (formerly Washou-
gal), died Sept. 10, 2019. 
All County Cremation and 
Burial Services. 360-718-
7948.

Wilmarth, Charles R., 
III, 79, Vancouver, died 
Sept. 15, 2019. Brown’s 
Funeral Home. 360-834-
3692.

DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARIES

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
AROUND TOWN? 

SHARE with The Post-Record 
by tagging us in your 

TWITTER and INSTAGRAM posts!
@postrecordnews @cwpostrecord

SUBSCRIBE to The Post-Record
by calling 360-694-2312

KELLY MOYER/POST-RECORD

Camas Mayor Shannon Turk speaks to a crowded house at the Lacamas Lake Lodge on Sept. 19, 
during her fi rst Camas State of the Community address.  

Address:
From page A1
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By Doug Flanagan 
anD Kelly Moyer

Post-Record staff writers

Dozens of Camas-
Washougal community 
members attended the 
League of Women Voters’ 
annual candidate forum 
last week to hear local 
candidates running for 
city council, school board, 
port commission and 
county council seats an-
swer questions composed 
by League members.

Moderated by League 
member Jane Johnson 
and held Oct. 23 at the 
Camas Public Library, 
the event was one of 
three regional candi-
date forums hosted by 
the League in the run-
up to the Nov. 5 general 
election. 

The Oct. 23 forum 
featured Camas City 
Councilwoman Deanna 
Rusch and her chal-
lenger, Shannon Rob-
erts; Washougal School 
Board candidates Jim 
Cooper and Bill Durgan; 
Port of Camas-Washou-
gal Commissioner Bill 
Ward and his challenger, 
Cassi Marshall; as well 
as candidates running 
for Clark County Coun-
cil and the Evergreen 
School District. 

The League had also 
invited Washougal City 
Councilman Ray Kutch 
and his challenger, De-
nise Korhonen, to speak 
at the forum, but can-
celed the appearance af-
ter Korhonen declined to 
participate.

Volume 111 No. 44      9 Sections, 134 Pages     l $1.00

Cyan      Magenta      Yellow      Black

Cyan      Magenta      Yellow      Black THURSDAY A1

THURSDAY A1

Camas-Washougal, Washington, Thursday, October 31, 2019

What’s Inside...
Index

Obituaries ...........A2
Around Town .......B4
Community .........B5
Schools ..............B3

Sports .............B1-2
Opinion ...............A4
Classifieds ..........B6
Public Notices ....B7

U|xaIICGHy02335mzV

2019-2020 
POST-RECORD 

FACT BOOK

Everything you need 
to know about life in  

Camas and Washougal:

INSIDE

RIVALRY  
WEEK FOR 

PAPERMAKERS

Camas football team to 
face defending champs 

after win over Storm:

Sports, Page B1

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

It has been a little more 
than three weeks since 
money manager Ken 

Fisher, founder of Fisher 
Investments, Camas’ larg-
est private employer, was 
called out in national me-
dia for making comments 
deemed inappropriate and 
sexist by his peers at an 
Oct. 8 investors conference 
in San Francisco. 

The fallout has been 
swift, with media outlets 
like the New York Times, 
Washington Post, the Or-

egonian and Forbes report-
ing nearly every day since 
that clients are distancing 
themselves from Fisher In-
vestments. Over the past 
three weeks, the firm has 
lost more than $3 billion 
from clients such as the 
Michigan Department of 
Treasury’s Bureau of In-
vestments, the Los Ange-
les fire and police pension 
board and the New Hamp-

shire Retirement System. 
On Friday, Oct. 25, 

Fisher penned an open 
letter to the Camas com-
munity apologizing for his 
comments — and assuring 
residents that Fisher In-
vestments is in no danger. 

“I know that this situa-
tion – one for which I and 
I alone am entirely re-
sponsible – caused stress, 
negativity, fear and no end 

of hassle for our employ-
ees, their families and this 
town,” Fisher stated in 
his letter sent to the Post-
Record last week. “For my 
whole career, I’ve worked 
to build a great reality for 
our clients and our associ-
ates, while trying to be a 
good corporate citizen in 
the communities where we 
live. Clearly, on this occa-
sion, I failed them and you 

– and I deeply apologize. 
But I will never repeat this 
kind of error in any way in 
either my business or my 
personal life. I promise you 
that.”

Fisher said the firm, 
which employs 3,500 work-
ers throughout the world, 
including 1,750 employees 
at the company’s 200-acre 

Fisher investments

$3B lost after founder’s comments
Ken Fisher’s Oct. 8 
remarks deemed 
sexist by his peers

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

“There have been a lot of 
studies, but no actions,” Cam-
as City Councilman Greg An-
derson told his council peers 
in April when the group first 
brought up the 
idea of bring-
ing a com-
munity center 
bond proposal 
to voters in the 
next general election. “I would 
rather do something and fail 
than do nothing.”

Anderson, who has lived in 
Camas for 26 years and been 
a member of the city council 
for more than 22 years, said 
the idea of building a com-
munity center in Camas was 
something that had been 
kicked around as long as he 
could remember. 

Three months later, Ander-
son and the rest of the Council 
agreed to put a proposition on 
the Nov. 5, 2019 General Elec-
tion ballot that would allow 
the city to issue general ob-
ligation bonds in an amount 
up to $78 million for the con-
struction of a new community-

aquatics center 
and renovation 
of three Camas 
sports fields.

Steve Ho-
gan, another 

longtime Camas city council-
man who had seen the idea of 
a Camas community center 
pop up several times in his 14 
years on council, agreed the 
issue was ready to come be-
fore voters.

“It’s time to move forward 
with something,” Hogan said 
in July. “A lot of good people 

CAMAS’ $78M QUESTION
Prop. 2 asks voters to build community-aquatics center, renovate sports fields

IllustratIon courtesy oF cIty oF caMas

An illustration shows what the future Camas Community Aquatics Center might look like if voters approve a $78 million bond on the 
Nov. 5 ballot and city leaders opt to build the center on a city-owned parcel near Lacamas and Fallen Leaf lakes.

Kelly Moyer/Post-recorD

“Vote No” and “Vote Yes” signs related to the city of 
Camas’ proposed $78 community-aquatics center 
bond mingle with candidate signs throughout Camas.

Forum puts 
candidates  
in spotlight
League of Women Voters event at 
Camas Library hits on range of topics

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

Camas candidates vy-
ing for county and city 
councils as well as the 
Camas mayor’s seat 
attended the Camas 
Youth Advisory Council 
(CYAC)’s 17th annual 
candidate forum last 
week to answer questions 
crafted by Camas youth. 

Candidates invited to 
the local youth-hosted 

forum typically gather 
at Camas High School 
each October, but CYAC 
members, including 
moderators Julia Bintz, 
Lily Dozier, Ingrid Lars-
en, Walter Scholdorf and 
Victor Wu, chose to host 
this year’s forum at the 
Camas School District’s 
new Discovery High, a 
projects-based learning 
school that opened to 
Camas students in 2018.

Camas youth 
host hopefuls 
at annual forum
Oct. 24  event at Discovery High 
quizzed Camas candidates on city’s 
growth, community center bond

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

By the time Barry McDon-
nell felt called to local politics, 
it was far too late to enter the 
Camas mayoral race as any-
thing other than a write-in 
candidate. 

“It was really in September 
of this year that I decided (to 
run),” McDonnell, 41, said. 

The Camas City Council’s 
mid-July decision to put a com-

munity-aquatics center bond 
proposition on the Nov. 5 gen-
eral election ballot was the is-
sue that made McDonnell first 
take note of his new city’s lo-
cally elected officials. 

“I was really frustrated that 
there weren’t other candidates 
other than the appointed may-
or, McDonnell said. “Towards 
the end of September, I decided, 
‘Maybe it’s me.’ And, on Oct. 2, 
I made the decision (to run as 
a write-in mayoral candidate).” 

Over the past month, Mc-

Donnell has been actively 
trying to get his name out to 
Camas voters, sending mail-
ers, putting out yard signs, 
answering questions on social 
media sites like NextDoor, es-
tablishing a website — write 
inbarryforcamas.com — and 
starting a podcast to talk about 
himself and his family, which 
includes wife, Anastasia, and 
the couple’s four children, ages 
2 to 13.

Frustrated by lack of candidates, 
Camas newcomer runs for mayor

Barry McDonnell, 
Write-in candidate 
for Camas mayor

Camas leaders say center is decades in the 
making; opponents question costs, location

“I would rather do 
something and fail  
than do nothing.”

— Greg Anderson,  
Camas City Councilman

See Bond, page A5

See Forum, page A6

See Fisher, page A3

See Youth, page A2See McDonnell, page A8



VANCOUVER GLASS
• Auto • Residential • Rock Chip Repair

Glass Replacement Specialists
Orchards

360-254-6099

104th & 4th Plain
Near Burgerville

82 Washougal River Rd., Suite 110
360-835-1070

Individuals • Couples • Families

Martha A. Martin, Ph.D.
Psychologist

Evening & Saturday appts. available
Insurance Accepted • License No. PY2476

www.marthamartinphd.com

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELINGPROFESSIONAL COUNSELING

Call now to take advantage of 2019 pricing!
$0 Down, 0% Interest for 12 months with credit approval

360-524-7246      13714 NE 28th St, Vancouver WA

Call now to take advantage of 2019 pricing!

BEFORE
Old Tub

AFTER
New Shower

Gross Grout? 
Scary Old Tub?
Let us put you at ease!

LBH19C

Orders placed by 
10/31  

receive a FREE 
safety accessory  

Up to $500
 value

Payments as low 
as $89/mo
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over the years have tried to 
get this on the table.”

Camas voters will de-
cide the fate of the city’s 
Proposition 2 in the Nov. 
5 general election. To pass, 
the proposition will need to 
garner the approval of 60 
percent of voters.

‘A compilation 
of needs and 

requests’
Proposition 2 asks Cam-

as voters to approve up to 
$78 million to build a com-
munity-aquatics center at 
a yet-to-be-determined lo-
cation in Camas, and reno-
vate sports � elds through-
out the city. 

When they voted in July 
to bring the issue to vot-
ers, city councilors had 
reviewed 12 options pre-
sented by city sta� .

The selected option was 
not the most expensive — 
the highest ticket option 
also included a $12 million 
sports complex — but it 
did include the most ame-
nities for the community-
aquatics center, such as a 
78,000-square-foot build-
ing with a recreation pool, 
a competition lap pool, 
gymnasium, community 
rooms, cardio and weight 
rooms, and an indoor 
walk-jog track overlooking 
the gym courts and the 
preferred (but not de� nite) 
site’s forested areas.

The selected option also 
includes $6 million worth 
of upgrades to local sports 
� elds. If approved by vot-
ers on Nov. 5, the proposal 
would make $2.7 million 
worth of renovations, in-
cluding turf and lighting, 
at Forest Home Park; $2.3 
million in improvements 
at Prune Hill Sports Park; 
and $1 million in renova-
tions to sports � elds at 
Dorothy Fox Park.

Camas Mayor Shan-
non Turk recently told the 
Post-Record the bond pro-
posal is “a compilation of 
the needs and requests” 
city leaders have heard 
from community members 
for the past two decades.  

“I understand why this 
might feel like several bond 
measures in one request, 
but this is the compilation 
of many years worth of re-
quests,” Turk said. 

During her three terms 
on the Camas City Council, 
Turk, who holds a master’s 
degree in public adminis-
tration from Portland State 
University and has worked 
for local governments in the 
Paci� c Northwest since the 
late 1990s, said she regu-
larly heard from constitu-
ents about a desire for more 
and improved sports � elds 
as well as a new commu-
nity center. 

“I think sports � elds 
improvements was one of 
the biggest improvements 
I heard during my council 
years,” Turk said. “I know 
getting a replacement 
(swimming) pool was also 
important to the commu-
nity.”

Camas o�  cials voted in 
2018 to demolish the city’s 
65-year-old outdoor mu-
nicipal swimming pool in 
Crown Park, after Wash-
ington State Department 
of Health regulators told 
city leaders the pool had 
severe mechanical and 
structural issues. The 
city was already spending 
around $75,000 a year just 
to open the pool for about 
10 weeks each year, and 
never recouped the costs 
to maintain the pool from 
its user fees. In 2017, city 
o�  cials faced an addi-
tional $300,000 to open 
the pool and even that was 
no guarantee that the pool 
wouldn’t need additional 
� xes down the road. 

“There was no guaran-
tee those same problems 
wouldn’t crop up again. 
We didn’t know if we 
would spend this money, at 
least $300,000, and then 
it would be a year or two 
before we had the same 
problem,” Turk told the 
Post-Record in early 2019, 
just weeks before the pool’s 
demolition.

Once the city decided to 

close the public pool, state 
rules demanded the pool 
be demolished or reopened 
within one year. City o�  -
cials OK’d the pool’s demo-
lition and crews disman-
tled the historic pool — the 
only outdoor public swim-
ming pool in Clark County 
— in early 2019. 

But the community-
aquatics center was never 
intended to be a straight 
substitution for the outdoor 
pool, Turk said. And city 
o�  cials still intend to re-
vamp Crown Park, where 
all that remains of the his-
toric swimming pool is a 
� at, grassy � eld.

“We have not forgotten 
about Crown Park,” Turk 
said. “It’s de� nitely not go-
ing to be forgotten. It’s the 
most loved park in our city.”

While city leaders still 
intend to redo Crown Park, 
possibly installing an out-
door water feature like a 
splash pad near the former 
site of the outdoor swim-
ming pool, the idea of build-
ing a community center 
with an indoor, year-round 
pool is something that was 
on city o�  cials’ radar long 
before they discovered the 
city’s outdoor pool was hav-
ing major problems. 

In 2017, the city hired 
consultants from the Port-
land-based � rm Green-
works PC to help plan the 
future of Camas’ Crown 
Park. More than 1,400 
residents weighed in on the 
� rm’s survey.

During this process, 
Randy Curtis, then chair-
man of the city’s Parks 
and Recreation Commis-
sion, told the Post-Record 
a number of respondents 
said they would rather see 
a year-round aquatics cen-
ter in Camas. 

An indoor aquatics cen-
ter was something Curtis, 
the 2016 Camas “Citizen 
of the Year,” also was pas-
sionate about. 

“We’ve seen in surveys 
that have been done (on a 
potential Camas commu-
nity center), that one of the 
key things people want is 
an indoor aquatics center,” 
Curtis told the Post-Re-
cord in 2017. 

Turk said she supports 
the community-aquatics 
center proposal for that 
very same reason. 

“We have great rec-
reation opportunities in 
Camas for about four 
months out of the year, but 
then, the rest of the year, 
people need a di� erent 
place to go and that means 
families are going into 
Vancouver,” Turk said. 
“The community-aquatics 
center would provide year-
round recreation opportu-
nities for local families.” 

City o�  cials have long 
known the cost of build-
ing a community-aquatics 
center would be pricey. In 
April 2018, a Washougal-
based community center 
study committee received 
preliminary information 
from a Colorado consul-
tant showing the cost of a 
63,875-square-foot multi-
use community center 
with a lap pool and a lei-
sure pool as well as a gym, 

walk/jog track, community 
room, kitchen, classroom, 
game room, weight/car-
dio area, cafe and drop-in 
child daycare area would 
cost nearly $40 million to 
construct

Likewise, in October 
2018, a committee ex-
ploring a joint Camas-
Washougal community-
aquatics center discovered 
it would likely cost about 
$60 million to build a 
87,000-square-foot com-
munity center with a 
7,500-square-foot recre-
ational pool, an eight-lane 
competition pool and an 
indoor walking track. 

When they approved 
sending the issue to vot-
ers, Camas city councilors 
said they recognized the 
$78 million was a big ask 
for the community, but 
thought the community 
was driven to get some-
thing like the proposed 
community-aquatics cen-
ter built in Camas. 

“We do a survey every 
two years and the commu-
nity center has been in the 
top � ve ‘wants’ in nearly 
every survey for a while,” 
Anderson told the Post-
Record earlier this month. 
“This is something people 
have been asking for.” 

Camas City Administra-
tor Pete Capell said the 
community support shown 
in the bi-annual surveys 
weighed into the council’s 
decision to “do the full 
thing instead of phasing it” 
when it came time to take 
the bond to voters. 

Capell said council mem-
bers have not yet indicated 
if they might be willing to 
come back in a future elec-
tion with a smaller com-
munity-aquatics center 
bond if voters knock down 
Proposition 2 on Nov. 5.

“Early on, (council mem-
bers) said, ‘Well, people are 
asking for it now, so rather 
than continue to study it, 
we’ll see what the voters 
want,’” Capell said. “Previ-
ously they have said they’ll 
put it to rest (if the bond 
proposition fails), but they 
can always revisit it.”

Opponents 
questions 

location, costs
The issue of where to 

place the community-
aquatics center has convo-
luted the bond proposition 
for many voters. 

Although many city of-
� cials seemed drawn to a 
city-owned parcel near the 
intersection of Northwest 
Lake Road and Everett 
Street, between Lacamas 
and Fallen Leaf lakes, 
Turk said opposition to the 
proposed site have made 
her realize the city will 
likely need to reevaluate 
location if the bond passes 
on Nov. 5. “I do believe the 
concept (on the site near 
Lacamas Lake) is abso-
lutely beautiful,” Turk 
said. “But there have been 
enough concerns brought 
up that movement of the 
center may be advisable.” 

Leaders of a “No on Prop 
2” group did not return 

the Post-Record’s requests 
for interviews, but many 
residents critical of the 
bond proposal have said 
they have questions about 
the proposed center’s traf-
� c and environmental im-
pacts if city o�  cials choose 
to site it at the proposed 
site o�  Lake Road. 

Capell said preliminary 
studies by city sta�  have 
shown the center would 
not overload the nearby 
tra�  c intersection at 
Lake Road and Everett 
Street, which is set to be 
recon� gured into a round-
about that should accom-
modate Camas’ growing 
population for at least 30 
years. He also said more 
extensive environmental 
and tra�  c impact studies 
would be required for any 
site city o�  cials choose for 
the proposed community-
aquatics center. 

City leaders have consid-
ered several sites for the 
community center, includ-
ing the former site of the 
now-closed James David 
Zellerbach School at 841 
N.E. 22nd Ave.; a parcel 
known as “the Anderson 
property” near Camas’ 
Goot Park o�  Southeast 
Zenith Street; some down-
town Camas parcels; land 
owned by Georgia-Paci� c; 
and the Underwriters Lab-
oratories (UL) property 
o�  Northwest Lake Road 
recently purchased by the 
Camas School District.

The current bond propo-
sition includes $5.8 mil-
lion in site improvement 
costs, so if the city chose 
another location, those 
costs — slated for things 
like improvements to Lake 
Road and parking expan-
sion at nearby Heritage 
Park — could be rolled into 
the construction costs, es-
pecially if the city had to 
purchase land for the com-
munity center. 

“There have been some 
concerns about the location 
and not just about the traf-
� c,” Capell told the Post-
Record this week. “There 
is nothing in the bond 
proposition that states it 
has to go there (o�  Lake 
Road). We would evaluate 
the site in more detail if 
(the bond) passes. And we 
have considered alternate 
locations.” 

Bond opponents also 
have questioned how the 
center’s construction — as 
well as future operations 
and maintenance — costs 
will impact Camas’ prop-
erty owners.  

According to the city’s 
� nance director, Cathy 
Huber Nickerson, the bond 
would cost Camas prop-
erty owners and additional 
$1.04 per $1,000 of as-
sessed property value in 
2021 and decrease gradu-
ally to 67 cents per $1,000 
of assessed value in 2039. 
This would cost the owner 
of a $464,400 home — the 
median Camas home price 

— $41 per month, or $492 
per year, in 2021. There 
are tax exemptions avail-
able for those age 61 and 
older, disabled residents 
and veterans with a house-
hold income of $50,348. 

The bond would last 20 
years and would be more 
spread out amongst tax-
payers as the city, expected 
to increase its population 
by nearly 50 percent over 
the next 20 years, contin-
ues to grow.

“What ends up happen-
ing is that the bond debt 
is the same amount every 
year but we end up with 
new construction and new 
people moving in, so (the 
cost of the bond) is spread 
out,” Capell said. 

The costs to commercial 
property owners in Camas, 
Capell admitted, could be 
substantial, but city lead-
ers say they believe the 
construction of a commu-
nity-aquatics center would 
help attract and retain 
corporations and business 
owners looking to locate in 
an area with a high qual-
ity of life.

“We as a community 
have always voted in school 
levies because the quality 
of education, the quality 
of life is really important 
to this community,” Ca-
pell said. “It’s also what 
attracts a lot of employers 
and businesses. So, yes, 
if you’re a large employer 
with lots of property, you’re 
going to be paying a lot, 
but also it’s going to be the 
kind of community you 
want to live in.” 

Many residents have ap-
proached the city council 
and mayor with questions 
about the center’s future 
operations and mainte-
nance costs. Some worry 
city o�  cials will return 
with a request for more 
taxpayer money to keep 
the center going if Prop 2 
passes on Nov. 5. 

Turk and Capell have 
both said the city will not 
go out to voters with an op-
erations and maintenance 
levy request for the pro-
posed community-aquatics 
center. 

An analysis by a city con-
sultant showed the di� er-
ence between the center’s 
expenses and revenues 
would be $843,000 annu-
ally. Capell said the city has 
$400,000 from its Parks 
and Recreation budget to 
help decrease that annual 
cost as well as the roughly 
$100,000 the city spent each 
year to repair and open the 
now-defunct Crown Park 
swimming pool. Indirect 
costs for human resources, 
administration and � nance 
connected to the sta�  costs 
at the center would likely 
generate another $76,000 
from the city’s enterprise 
funds such as water and 
sewer, Capell said. That 
would put the operating 
and maintenance costs to 
the city around $267,000 a 

year. 
“These are just ballpark 

numbers,” Capell said. “It 
may end up being less. … 
The bottom line is: we’re 
not going to ask voters for 
a new tax (to cover the op-
erating and maintenance 
costs.” 

Turk said she has heard 
from people concerned the 
community-aquatics cen-
ter could endanger local 
businesses that provide 
similar services. 

“It is not our intention 
to put anyone out of busi-
ness,” Turk said. “Instead 
of thinking that, if we of-
fer dance classes we’ll put 
a local dance company out 
of business, I see (the com-
munity center) as an op-
portunity for local instruc-
tors to partner with us.”

Turk said she sees the 
community-aquatics cen-
ter as an incubator of sorts 
for local recreational busi-
nesses and dance or yoga 
studios: the community 
center classes would help 
open people’s eyes to a va-
riety of athletic pursuits 
but only o� er beginning 
type of classes so residents 
would need to visit local 
businesses to take more 
advanced classes in dance, 
yoga or martial arts.

Capell agreed and said 
he believes similar busi-
nesses can thrive in a com-
munity like Camas. 

“I look around down-
town Camas and it amazes 
me how many co� ee shops 
and beer shops we have,” 
Capell said. “It seems like, 
when another one opens, 
the (existing businesses) 
thrive and do just as well.” 

‘Never once have 
I wavered on the 

importance of this 
bond’

Turk has received the 
brunt of the bond oppo-
nents’ ire this election 
season, even drawing two 
write-in candidates for her 
position as Camas’ mayor, 
but said she stands behind 
Proposition 2 and believes 
the community-aquatics 
center would be good for 
Camas residents and for 
the city’s future. 

“If this passes, we’re 
going to be a more livable 
community,” Turk said. 
“I’ve worked in parks and 
recreation for a long time 
and I’ve seen the bene� ts 
(of community centers). If 
this passes, the kids here 
will have a place to go. 
They can dive into a pool 
instead of jumping into 
the potholes (a dangerous 
but popular swimming 
spot near Camas’ Round 
Lake). Seniors will come 
and won’t have to feel so 
isolated or alone. The teens 
would have a place to go 
instead of going home and 
hiding out. I think about 
what this would mean to 
our community. I think 
about the people who would 
gain new skills through 
classes at the community 
center, about the neighbors 
gaining new connections to 
other neighbors. About my 
home’s value going up.”

Turk admitted there 
have been times this elec-
tion season when she 
wondered why she ever 
opened this particular can 
of worms, but said she still 
believes the community-
aquatics center — despite 
backlash from some resi-
dents — would be a boon to 
Camas. 

“I personally believe in 
this 100 percent,” Turk 
said. “I’m con� dent that we 
are setting the community 
up for success. I’m sure of 
that. Never once have I wa-
vered on the importance of 
this bond.” 

To view links to Post-Re-
cord stories on the Camas 
pool and community center 
dating back to 2017, visit 
camaspostrecord.com. 
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ILLUSTRATION COURTESY OF CITY OF CAMAS

An illustration shows what the inside of a future Camas Community Aquatics Center might look like if voters approve a $78 million 
bond on the Nov. 5 ballot. The center would include community center amenities, a gymnasium, weight/cardio rooms and two pools, 
including the competition pool (left) and recreation pool (right) shown here. 

Bond:
From page A1
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SANTA CLAUSES 
ARE COMING 

TO TOWN

Washougal church’s 
holiday bazaar known 
for soup, pies, santas:

Hometown, Page B1

CHS RUNNER 
WINS WESTSIDE 

CLASSIC

Jenkins siblings lead 
Papermakers boys,  
girls to team titles:

Sports, Page A6

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

Asked about his most 
vivid memories from 
World War II, Ken 
Shold, a 96-year-old 
Washougal veteran, tilts 
his head back, closes 
his eyes and stays silent 
for a moment before 
responding.

“Foxholes,” he says. 
He remembers the fox-
holes — and the hard-
ships they could present.

According to Shold, 
soldiers were forced to 
make a choice: Should 
they spend valuable 
time digging a hole deep 
enough to get into a 
good sleeping position 
with adequate cover 
or should they dig a 
shallow hole and run 
the risk of being seen by 
enemy forces?

“There was always 
that conflict of safety 
against exposure,” Shold 
explains.

There were other 
problems as well. Some-
times, on a rainy or 
snowy day, a freshly dug 
foxhole would be half-
filled with water by the 
time a soldier was ready 
to lie in it.

“But everybody else 
(was enduring the same 
conditions), so you 
could always tolerate it, 
because it wasn’t just 

Honored to Serve
Washougal veteran Ken Shold, 96, recounts World War II experiences

Doug Flanagan/Post-RecoRD

Ken Shold sits outside his home in Washougal on Friday, Nov. 1. He’s holding a photo 
of himself that was taken in the 1940s when Shold was serving in the United States 
Army during World War II.

By Kelly MoyeR

Post-Record editor

Camas’ Proposition 2, 
also known as the “$78 
million pool bond,” has 
failed. 

With about 73 percent 
of ballots counted Tuesday 
evening, the ballot proposi-
tion — which asked Camas 
voters to approve up to $78 
million to build a commu-
nity-aquatics center at a 
yet-to-be-determined loca-

tion in Camas, and reno-
vate sports fields through-
out the city — had only 
garnered 10 percent voter 
approval. 

Camas Mayor Shannon 
Turk said she was still 
happy city leaders had put 
the issue to voters despite 
the failing proposition. 

“I would say that the 
people have spoken loud 

and clear,” Turk said Tues-
day night. “We put the is-
sue to the people for them 
to decide. We will listen 
to that and decide how to 
move on.” 

The proposition needed 

60 percent approval to 
pass.  

Online and in public 
meetings, bond opponents 
questioned everything 
from the price tag, which 
would have cost taxpay-
ers an additional $1.04 per 
$1,000 in assessed prop-
erty value in 2021, to the 
proposed location of the 
center on a busy stretch of 

Northeast Lake Road near 
Lacamas and Fallen Leaf 
lakes, to the ongoing main-
tenance and operations 
costs the center would 
have required. 

City council members 
were unanimous in their 
decision to put the issue to 
voters, and many longtime 

Camas voters sink aquatics center
90 percent of voters saying ‘no’ to $78 
million community-aquatics center 

By Kelly MoyeR

Post-Record editor

There are still about 27 percent 
of the ballots left to be counted in 
the Nov. 5 general election, but 
it appears a write-in candidate 
may have won the 
Camas mayoral 
race. 

As of Tuesday 
evening’s unoffi-
cial results, with 
73 percent of votes counted, the 
write-in candidates had 2,753 
votes to Mayor Shannon Turk’s 
1,898 votes. 

No one knows for sure if either 
of the two write-in candidates,  
longtime Camas City Council 
member Melissa Smith and polit-
ical newcomer Barry McDonnell, 
have enough votes to beat Turk. 

“My understanding is that 
they count me and all write-in 
candidates are grouped togeth-
er,” Turk said Tuesday night. 
“Then ... sometime in the upcom-
ing days, they go through (the 
write-in votes) to see (how many 
votes Smith and McDonnell re-
ceived.)” 

The Camas mayoral race was 

expected to be a walk in the park 
this election cycle. Turk, a former 
city councilor appointed to the 
mayoral seat left vacant in 2018 
after then-Mayor Scott Higgins 
unexpectedly resigned, was run-
ning unopposed throughout the 
primary and much of the general 

election seasons.
And then Octo-

ber happened.
That’s when 

two write-in can-
didates threw 

their hats into the ring. 
Smith said Tuesday she was 

told the elections office will need 
to go back and look at the write-
in votes to see who is the actual 
winner of the race. 

“I’m not going to sleep tonight,” 
Smith said Tuesday. 

Turk said voters’ enthusiasm 
for the write-in candidates did 
not surprise her, especially con-
sidering that so many Camas 
voters shot down the communi-
ty-aquatics center bond — some-
thing Turk had backed. 

“There was a very strong opin-
ion on the pool. Clearly, that car-
ried into the individual races as 

Camas mayor’s raCe

Write-ins have 
edge on Turk
Incumbent up against 2 last-minute opponents

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

The race for the Port of Cam-
as-Washougal’s No. 2 commis-
sioner position is too close to 
call.

With 73 percent of ballots 
counted as of 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 5, challenger Cassi Mar-
shall had earned 4,063 votes 
(50.2 percent), and incumbent 
Bill Ward had garnered 3,969 
votes (49.1 percent).

Ward has served as a com-
missioner since 2008.

“I had to so some soul-search-
ing about (running for re-elec-
tion), but I realized right now 
we’ve got a lot of unfinished 
business,” Ward told the Post-
Record in October. “We’ve got 

it started, and 
I want to see it 
finished success-
fully to maxi-
mize benefits to 
the community. 
... I’ve got the experience. I’ve 
got the education. I’ve got the 
temperament to help the Port 
give the greatest value to the 
community.”

A registered 
professional en-
gineer, Ward has 
owned and oper-
ated Manage-
ment Engineer-

ing Associates, a Camas-based 
engineering consulting firm, for 
more than 40 years. 

Port hopefuls in dead heat

Doug Flanagan/Post-RecoRD

Bill Ward (left) and Cassi Marshall, candidates for the Port of Camas-
Washougal’s No. 2 commissioner position, speak at the Clark County League 
of Women Voters candidate forum the Camas Public Library on Oct. 23.

Papermakers clinch 
league championship
Camas football team advances to playoffs, 
will face Olympia Bears this Friday, Nov. 8

Wayne HavRelly/Post-RecoRD

The Camas High School (CHS) football team celebrates its 28-14 win 
over Union High School at Doc Harris Stadium on Friday, Nov. 1. The 
Papermakers (9-0), who clinched the 4A Greater St. Helens League 
championship with the victory, will now turn their attention to the 
postseason. They’ll take on Olympia High School in a Week 10 playoff 
game at Doc Harris Stadium on Friday, Nov. 8. For more information about 
the CHS football team, see page A6.

Incumbent Ward, 
challenger Marshall 
earn similar vote totals

See Veteran, page A3

See Bond, page A2

See Port, page A2

See Mayor, page A5



325 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360-834-4563

www.straubsfuneralhome.com

• Ensures your loved one 
never leaves our care for 
a third party crematory 
provider

• Ensures your family’s 
peace of mind on where 
your loved one is at all 
times

• Ensures your family is 
receiving your loved one’s 
ashes back

• Ask us about our  
Safe-Guard Technology for 
our burial or cremation 
offerings 

To ENSURE your peace of mind,
we own & operate our own crematory

With over 100 years of serving the Camas-Washougal community; we’re here to serve.

Ours & Yours for 66 years

For all your Cemetery, Funeral and Cremation needs

1101 NE 112th AvENuE, vANcouvEr, WA • 360.892.6060
for current service information, visit: evergreenmemorialgardens.com

Since 1952

Brown s
410 NE Garfield St., Camas • 360-834-3692

www.brownsfh.com

A Dignified and Affordable 
Option for Every Family
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By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

Shannon Roberts, a 
newcomer to local poli-
tics, is leading the race for 
Camas City Council Ward 
1, Position 1 over incum-
bent Deanna Rusch. 

With 73 percent of bal-
lots counted on Tues-
day, Roberts was beating 
Rusch 56 to 42 percent, 
and had captured 2,501 
votes to Rusch’s 1,899 
votes. 

Roberts, a United State 
Navy veteran and real es-
tate professional with a 
background in data analy-
sis and project manage-
ment, said she was holding 
off on any big celebrations.

“I’m waiting until 4 this 
afternoon,” Roberts said 
Wednesday. “I’m always 
cautious about celebrating 
too early.” 

Roberts said Rusch, who 
had gained support from a 
broad range of community 
groups, including the local 
firefighters’ union, was “a 
worthy opponent.” 

“She put up a good cam-

paign,” Roberts said of 
Rusch, a lead attorney for 
McKean Smith LLC in 
downtown Vancouver who 
was appointed the city 
council nearly two years 
ago to fill a seat left va-
cant when former council-
man Tim Hazen resigned. 
“I did have a bit of trepi-
dation (about competing 
against Rusch) but I’ve 
been thinking about this 
for a couple years. It was 
not an off-the-cuff deci-
sion.” 

Roberts also said she 
was saddened to see that 
voter turnout was only 22 
percent as of the first bal-
lot count on Tuesday. 

In interviews with the 
Post-Record, Roberts de-
scribed herself as fiscally 
conservative and said 
that, although she was not 
opposed to building a com-
munity center in Camas, 
she believed the city lead-
ers should not have been 
so quick to dismiss efforts 
to build a joint Camas-
Washougal center — and 
should have presented 
voters with a less expen-
sive, “phased in” bond 

measure. 
Noting that the vast 

majority of voters Tuesday 
had rejected the city’s $78 
million community-aquat-
ics center bond proposal, 
Roberts said she believed 
people in Camas still 
wanted to see a pool and 
“some sort of community 
center,” but “not at the 
scale that was proposed.” 

Roberts, a 65-year-
old native of Tennessee, 
served as a Navy avia-
tion electronics technician 
during the Gulf War, and 
later went on to work for 
NASA’s Ames Research 
Center in California and 
the U.S. government do-
ing communications work 
in England for more than 
a decade. 

When she returned to 
the U.S. in 2007, Roberts 
moved to White Salmon, 
Washington, in the Co-
lumbia River Gorge Na-
tional Scenic Area, to 
be closer to family. She 
worked for seven years 
doing data analysis for 
Insitu Inc., a subsidiary 
of Boeing, and later went 
into the real estate busi-
ness. 

Roberts moved to Cam-
as in 2015, and said the 

small city 
r em i nd e d 
her of her 
hometown 
in Tennes-
see. 

“I loved the 
scenery, and the 
fact that you 
could walk down 
the street and 
people say ‘hi’ 
to you,” Roberts 
said. 

On Wednesday 
afternoon, Rusch 
said she was dis-
appointed by the 
vote, but that she 
would still try to 
serve her commu-
nity despite not 
being a member 
of the city coun-
cil. 

“I’m proud of my ac-
complishments and I’ve 
really loved getting to 
know people I probably 
wouldn’t have gotten to 
know without being on 
council,” Rusch said, cit-
ing the hiring of more fire-
fighters and preserving 
hundreds of acres of land 
north of Lacamas Lake 
for natural, open space 
as two achievements she 
was most proud of during 

her time on 
council. 

“I will 
miss see-
ing my col-

leagues … and I 
will miss the citi-
zen engagement 
— good, bad and 
neutral,” Rusch 
said, adding 
that she believed 
the community-
aquatics center 
bond proposal 
was the one issue 
that influenced 
voters weighing 
her against Rob-
erts. 

“If there was 
anything else I 
did during my 
time on council 

(that voters didn’t 
like), I certainly didn’t 
hear about it,” she said.

Other city council 
incumbents hold 

on to seats
Most Camas City 

Council incumbents were 
running unopposed in 
Tuesday’s election, but 
write-in candidates man-
aged to capture more 
than a few votes.  

Bonnie Carter, who has 
elected to her first term 
in November 2015 after 
being appointed in Febru-
ary 2015, held on to her 
Ward 2, Position 1 seat 
with 92 percent of the 
votes. 

Ellen Burton, appoint-
ed to the council in Janu-
ary 2019, held on to her 
Ward 3, Position 2 seat 
with 91 percent of the 
votes. 

Don Chaney, a former 
Camas police chief who 
has served on the council 
since 2008, also retained 
his Councilor At-Large 
seat with 95 percent of 
the votes. 

The only council mem-
ber aside from Rusch who 
faced an opponent this 
year was the council’s 
longest-running member, 
Greg Anderson. 

Anderson, who was ap-
pointed to council in Feb-
ruary 1997 and has been 
elected and re-elected 
with no opposition ever 
since, had a write-in chal-
lenger — Margaret Tweet 
— this year. 

As of Tuesday evening, 
Anderson was leading 
Tweet with 72 percent of 
the votes.

Newcomer upset in Camas council race

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

It appears Ray Kutch 
will retain his seat on the 
Washougal city council.

With 73 percent of bal-
lots counted as of 8:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 5, 
Kutch had earned 74 per-
cent of the votes for the 
city’s No. 5 council posi-
tion to take a command-
ing lead over challenger 
Denise Korhonen.

“I’m pleased with (the 
result),” Kutch said. “I 
think I’ve done a decent 
job as a council member. 
I enjoy being of service to 
the community, and I’m 
glad to get recognized as 
having done a good job. 
I was feeling pretty con-
fident. I was getting sup-
port from many people 
who don’t necessarily 
think like I do. They re-
alize I want to do what’s 
best for the community.”

In February 2017, 
Washougal city coun-
cil members appointed 

K u t c h , 
who was 
r u n n i n g 
a g a i n s t 
nine other 
applicants, 
to fill a seat left 
vacant after 
Washougal city 
counci lwoman 
Jennifer McDan-
iel resigned. In 
November 2017, 
voters elected 
Kutch to serve 
the remainder of 
McDaniel’s term.

“We have to be col-
laborative,” he said. “We 
have to work with each 
other regardless of politi-
cal thinking. We can com-
plain about everything 
that’s going on nationally, 
but the most important 
things happening right 
now are in the local com-
munities. If we don’t get 
it right here, how can we 
expect Olympia or Wash-
ington D.C. to do it right?”

Kutch served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1963 to 
1970, earning “four or 

five med-
als” for 
his per-
formance 
as a pilot 
during the 

Vietnam War, 
then served as a 
Naval instructor 
for several years.

After earn-
ing a master’s 
degree from 
George Wash-
ington Univer-

sity in Washing-
ton, D.C., Kutch moved to 
Vancouver in 1979, then 
to Washougal in 1990. He 
worked as a salesman at 
the Portland branch of 
Ingersoll Rand, an indus-
trial manufacturing com-
pany, before becoming 
the owner of Dodge City 
Bar & Grill, a western-
themed tavern in Van-
couver and Camas, from 
1992 to 2013.

Kutch has been mar-
ried to his wife, Judy, for 
55 years and has three 
children and six grand-
children.

Councilor Ray Kutch earns 
74% of vote to retain seat
Position 5 incumbent saw challenge from Denise Korhonen

Navy veteran Shannon Roberts leads 
Councilor Deanna Rusch 56% to 42%

Deanna Rusch

Shannon Roberts

Ray Kutch

ContriButeD illustration Courtesy oF City oF CaMas

An illustration depicts how the “aquatics” portion of the proposed Camas Community and 
Aquatics Center may have looked if voters had approved a $78 million bond proposal Tuesday.

Ward, who earned an 
engineering degree from 
Oregon State University 
in Corvallis, Oregon, and 
a master of business ad-
ministration (MBA) de-
gree from the University of 
Portland, has been a mem-
ber of the Camas-Wash-
ougal Rotary Club for 24 
years and active with the 
Columbia River Economic 
Development Commis-
sion, Camas-Washougal 
Economic Development 
Association, Washington 
Public Ports Association, 
East Vancouver Business 
Association and the Cam-
as-Washougal Chamber of 

Commerce.
Marshall is the co-owner 

of Marshall Development, 
a local residential develop-
ment business, and spent 
17 years working for the 
Washougal School District 
as a highly-capable student 
coordinator and adminis-
trative assistant.

“Our business is very 
small-scale, nothing of the 
proportion that the Port is 
doing,” Marshall told the 
Post-Record in October, 
“but I’m really familiar 
with that kind of construc-
tion process, (as well as) 
the timelines, the budgets, 
all of that. I have pretty de-
cent communication skills 
and enjoy working with 
the public, and with my en-
gineering background I’m 
comfortable with technical 
aspects of the construction 

reports.”
Marshall received a 

bachelor of science degree 
in aeronautical and astro-
nautical engineering from 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She then 
worked as a structural 
dynamics engineer at Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California, be-
fore moving to Camas and 
transitioning to the educa-
tion field. 

Marshall is a member 
of the Camas Parks Com-
mission and has also been 
active with Partners with 
Camas Parks and Rec-
reation, the Camas Ivy 
League, Washougal Fes-
tival of Trees, Lacamas 
Little League, Sierra Club 
and the Helen Baller Par-
ent Teacher Association.

Port:
From page A1

Camas leaders said the 
idea of building a public 
community-aquatics cen-
ter — as well as improving 
sports fields in the city — 
was something that had 
long ranked as a priority 
for Camas citizens. 

When they voted in July 
to bring the issue to vot-
ers, city councilors had 
reviewed 12 options pre-
sented by city staff.

The selected option was 
not the most expensive — 

the highest ticket option 
also included a $12 million 
sports complex — but it 
did include the most ame-
nities for the community-
aquatic center  such as a 
78,000-square-foot build-
ing with a recreation pool, 
a competition lap pool, 
gymnasium, community 
rooms, cardio and weight 
rooms, and an indoor 
walk-jog track overlooking 
the gym courts and the 
preferred (but not definite) 
site’s forested areas.

The bond proposal also 
included $6 million worth 
of upgrades to local sports 
fields:  $2.7 million worth 
of renovations, including 

turf and lighting, at Forest 
Home Park; $2.3 million 
in improvements at Prune 
Hill Sports Park; and $1 
million in renovations to 
sports fields at Dorothy 
Fox Park.

Camas Mayor Shannon 
Turk told the Post-Record 
in October the bond pro-
posal was “a compilation 
of the needs and requests” 
city leaders have heard 
from community members 
for the past two decades.  

“I understand why this 
might feel like several bond 
measures in one request, 
but this is the compilation 
of many years worth of re-
quests,” Turk said.

Bond:
From page A1
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‘IT’S ALL 
ABOUT  

PHOTO TIME’

Local businessman has 
passion for taking high 
school sports pictures:

Sports, Page B1

AN  
HONOR  
TO PLAY

Washougal students to 
perform at North County 

Honor Band concert:

Schools, Page B3

Washougal ‘Dreaming’
City’s new public art installation is a 400-pound bronze bear 

Contributed photo Courtesy of MiChelle loftus, City of Washougal

A bronze bear sculpture — designed and crafted by artist Heather Soderberg, of Cascade Locks, 
Oregon — is installed at the southwest corner of the Pendleton Way and “A” Street intersection 
in Washougal on Wednesday, Jan. 22. The Washougal Arts and Culture Alliance purchased the 
400-pound sculpture, titled “Dreaming,” last year with the intention of donating it to the city of 
Washougal.

by Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

A downtown Camas business be-
came the target of an online “negative 
review” campaign this week after a 
small group of local residents decided 
to get personal with their efforts to 
move a proposed cell tower away from 
a local elementary school. 

The negative reviews started appear-
ing on the Navidi’s Olive Oils and Vin-
egars online sites on Friday, Jan. 24. 

Most of the negative messages were 
of a similar vein: People could not en-
dorse the 10-year-old Camas business 
because its owners, Ken and Gabrielle 
Navidi, intend to lease their private 
land, located about 300 feet from Cam-
as’ Woodburn Elementary School, to the 
telecommunications giant Verizon for 
the construction of a 120-foot cell tower.

A woman identifying herself as Dani 
West of Portland sent a message to 
the Camas-based Hills at Round Lake 
community’s private Facebook page on 
Friday, stating that she and Camas 
resident Doina Graetz were “looking to 
launch a campaign to target the Navi-
dis and hurt their business in Camas.” 

“Verizon will never back down in 
the name of our children’s safety — 
we must take this into our own hands 
and I believe we can,” West wrote to 
the Camas neighborhood members in 
a post that linked to the Navidis’ busi-
ness site. “We need everyone to write 
a negative review — share it and then 
we need people that are willing to help 
picket, order signs/fliers, etc.” 

Navidi’s 
hit with 
negative 
reviews
Some cell tower opponents 
direct ire toward property 
owners’ local olive oil shop

by doug flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

Washougal School District vot-
ers are being asked to replace two 
levies in the Feb. 11 special elec-
tion — an operational levy that 
helps pay for educational services 
and maintenance not funded by 
the state or federal government 
as well as a technology levy that 
helps keep Washougal students’ 
technology and computer training 
up-to-date. 

The Washougal School Board 
voted in November 2019 to place 
the replacement levies on the Feb. 
11 ballot. If approved, they will re-
place the district’s current levies 
which expire on Dec. 31. 

The Washougal Levy Committee 
is spreading its message through 
its website at washougal4schools.
org, social media sites and via 
public-speaking engagements. The 
group is emphasizing that the lev-
ies will not result in new taxes; 
provide funding for more than 14 
percent of the district’s budget; 
fund basic programs for the next 
three years; and do not pay for 
school construction. 

Washougal schools

Voters 
asked to 
replace 
2 levies
Ballot measures aim to 
renew funding for tech, 
educational programs

by doug flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

John and Anni Furniss have 
what they consider to be a 
romantic love story. 

By creating Love Fest, an art 
bazaar and community gather-
ing to be held from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at the 
Black Pearl on the Columbia in 
Washougal, the Washougal art-
ists hope to not only share that 
story, but to show others that 
the old adage of “love makes 
the world go around” is really 
true, and more important now 
than ever.

“Our lives are surrounded 
by love in different ways,” 
Anni said. “John and I are 
an example of what love can 
accomplish, not just romanti-
cally, but because of how much 
support we’ve received from 
the community, our friends and 
our family. The world can be a 
pretty tough place, especially 
right now. The idea (of this 
event) is about connection.”

The free event will feature 
artwork from 40 regional 
artists; live music; food; and 
children’s crafts.

“I think it’s a manifestation 
of things that are important to 
us,” Anni said. “We love to cre-
ate, and this is just another one 
of our creations. We don’t have 
kids, so we make other things.”

“We joke around that since 
we don’t have kids, we pour 
ourselves into our creations, 
so it’s kind of like they’re our 
kids,” John added. “This is the 
only instance when it’s OK to 
sell your kids.”

John, also known as “The 
Blind Woodsman,” is a re-
nowned woodworker who 
creates tables, lamps, jewelry 
boxes, bowls and other items 
from recycled materials with a 
lathe. Anni is an acrylic painter 
and mixed media artist.

“I think a big part of creating 
love in a community is con-
necting and gathering people 
for the same kind of purpose, 
and (having) people being able 
to connect on that level,” Anni 

said. “For John and I, art is a 
big connector. Huge. That’s how 
we met, and something that 
has helped us overcome some 
pretty hard things in our lives.

“For me art has been a big 
healing tool,” she continued. 
“I had depression when I was 
a teenager, and I used art to 
cope with that. John and I talk 
a lot about how art is healing. 
We go to schools and do talks. 

We have seen how art brings 
people together. That was the 
idea of this event. There’s all 
these different layers to it.”

The Furnisses have been 
assisted by several local artists, 
including Washougal residents 
Kelli Rule and Jeffree White, 
who are organizing the event’s 
musical performances.

Artists’ ‘Love Fest’ all about connection

doug flanagan/post-reCord

John and Anni Furniss display some of their artwork in their Washougal 
woodshop on Thursday, Jan. 23. The artists created Love Fest, an art bazaar 
and community gathering, which will be held Saturday, Feb. 8 at the Black 
Pearl on the Columbia in Washougal.

by Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

Camas City Council members 
and Camas Mayor Barry McDon-
nell reflected this week on lessons 
they learned from the November 
2019 general election, when a 
clear majority (90 percent) of vot-
ers shut down the city’s proposed 
$78 million community-aquatics 
center construction bond.

“One of the main things I regret 
is that we didn’t slow down,” said 
Councilwoman Bonnie Carter. 
“We should have taken another 
year (and) said, ‘We need more 
data.’ We had years of data but 
we’re really good about keeping 
that data in a bubble and weren’t 
good about pushing that data out 
to the community.”

Officials 
reflect 
on failed 
pool bond
Camas councilors talk 
about lessons from 
contentious ’19 election

John and Anni Furniss to host free event 
featuring 40 artists, live music on Feb. 8

See ‘Love Fest’, page A3 See Bond, page A6

See Levies, page A2

See Navidi’s, page A5
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Camas offi cials meet for the Camas City Council’s annual planning retreat on Friday, Jan. 24, at Lacamas Lake Lodge. Pictured from left to right (around the table) are Camas School District 
Superintendent and planning retreat mediator Jeff Snell, Camas Mayor Barry McDonnell and Council members Ellen Burton, Bonnie Carter, Shannon Roberts, Steve Hogan, Melissa Smith and Greg 
Anderson. Audience members seated to the left of city offi cials included Camas Police Chief Mitch Lackey (back row, far left). 

Carter added that she 
regretted the fact that 
council members didn’t 
“pump the brakes” instead 
of trying to rush the issue 
to the ballot. 

“I know we felt we want-
ed to give the opportunity 
to the public to vote … 
because we’d been talking 
about a pool for so many 
years, but I regret we 
didn’t slow it down,” Cart-
er said. 

The issue came up dur-
ing the city council’s an-
nual planning retreat, held 
Friday and Saturday, Jan. 
24-25, at Lacamas Lake 
Lodge in Camas. 

“This past fall was an 
interesting time for our 
community and there was 
a lot of energy (around the 
community-aquatics center 
bond) and it was di� erent 
from what we’re used to,” 
said Camas School Dis-
trict Superintendent Je�  
Snell, who was in charge of 
mediating Friday’s council 
planning retreat. 

Snell added that the city 
hadn’t put a bond on the 

ballot in a very long time, 
but that the Camas School 
District was used to that 
process. 

“It was a little di� erent 
in your situation,” Snell 
told the council members 
and mayor. “As you look 
back to the fall — in what-
ever role you were playing 
— what kinds of things 
will you take forward … to 
help serve the community 
in the future?” 

Snell said that, for him 
personally, the energy sur-
rounding the failed bond 
made him feel “nervous for 
(the) community.” 

“I had the sense that our 
community didn’t feel the 
same as it felt before,” he 
said. 

Councilman Greg An-
derson, the council’s lon-
gest-serving member with 
more than two decades’ 
worth of experience as a 
city o�  cial, said he felt 
that, normally, city leaders 
would “stop and listen and 
pause at the right time,” 
but that they obviously had 
not when it came to the 
community-aquatics cen-
ter bond. 

“We’ve done one bond 
measure in 20 years … 
and then we did a second,” 
Anderson said. “We’re not 

very good at it.” 
Both Anderson and 

Councilman Steve Ho-
gan said they would like 
to know more about how 
the Camas School District 
(CSD) goes about putting 
a bond or levy issue to vot-
ers. 

“(CSD) has so much lis-
tening and outreach,” An-
derson said of the district’s 
“pre-bond” communica-
tions with the community. 

Councilwoman El-
len Burton also said she 
thought the city could learn 
from the school district’s 
bond and levy process. 

“School districts do this 
all the time. We don’t,” 
Burton said. “So we need 
to bring in the experts. 
There are talents in this 
community. (We need to) 
bring in the right talent.” 

Burton added that she 
thought one of the lessons 
from the failed bond is that 
the city should rely more 
on its alliances with other 
jurisdictions. 

“We had the opportunity 
to work with Washougal 
(on a joint Camas-Wash-
ougal community-aquat-
ics center),” Burton said. 
“There is a lot of value to 
having partnerships, of 
keeping those alliances 

and strengthening (the 
partnerships) … and of 
sometimes taking trade-
o� s.” 

Burton added that she 
felt city leaders would need 
to regain the public’s trust 
following the failed bond 
proposition.

“It takes so long to build 
trust and (it’s) so easy to 
lose it,” she said. “Our job 
ahead is  … to purposely 
build trust, which will be a 
continuous e� ort” 

McDonnell, who ran for 
mayor as a write-in candi-
date who opposed the com-
munity-aquatics center 
bond proposal, said he felt 
the city rushed the bond 
process. 

“It felt very disconnected 
in the direction we were 
going versus what people 
were going for,” McDonnell 
said. “As it was commu-
nicated out to the public, 
it didn’t feel transparent 
to the public. It was scary 
from my perspective when 
you don’t have all the infor-
mation. It creates a whole 
level of distrust … it was 
scary.” 

Councilwoman Shannon 
Roberts, who also ran as a 
newcomer to city politics 
who opposed the Novem-
ber 2019 version of the 

community-aquatics cen-
ter bond, said she felt the 
city’s communication about 
the bond proposal could 
have been better. 

“There was no sense of 
peace that everything was 
good, that wise decisions 
were being made,” Roberts 
said, adding that if the city 
wanted to do surveys about 
issues like building a com-
munity center, they should 
attach prices to possible 
bond measures required 
for such e� orts. 

“You have to have price 
tags attached (to surveys 
or polls) so they will think 
about that,” Roberts told 
her council peers on Friday. 

Councilwoman Melissa 
Smith, a Camas native 
who is serving her fourth 
term on the Council and 
who also ran as a write-in 
mayoral candidate in the 
November 2019, said she 
felt city leaders “did a poor 
job communicating what 
(they) were asking of the 
citizens.” 

“The impression I got 
from citizens was that the 
council … had voted ‘yes’ 
(on the community center 
bond), but all we did was 
put it out there for the peo-
ple to decide. We weren’t 
advocating one way or an-

other.” 
Hogan said he wished 

the council had had a way 
of stopping the process af-
ter they’d decided to put 
the issue on the ballot but 
before they had more infor-
mation from city sta� . 

“There was a beginning 
(when we) said, ‘Yeah, go 
for it, get this formed,’ but 
the next key step — if we 
didn’t have it put together 
properly — that’s where 
we should have said, ‘No, 
we don’t have a full deck 
of cards here.’ Everyone 
should have felt comfort-
able shooting it down at 
that point.”

Even if the city had spent 
money preparing the bond 
for the ballot, Hogan said, 
if the council’s “key checks” 
didn’t pan out before the 
deadline to place the bond 
on the ballot, council mem-
bers should have felt OK 
holding o�  on putting the 
issue to voters. 

“For me, (the lesson from 
the election is) understand-
ing that it’s OK to go ahead 
and start the process, but 
that is just one point and 
then (we should have) key 
checks and no problem at 
all saying, ‘No, we’re not 
going to do this,’” Hogan 
said.

Bond:
From page A1
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