
SUMMER
CLEARANCE SALE

www.tracysfurniture.com

Storewide

Clayton 5-Piece
Sectional

Regularly $2199
Special Summer
Clearance...

$1599
all 5 pieces

Tasmanian Blackwood
Berkeley

7-piece Dining Set
Storewide Summer Clearance
Sale Price $1299

Large 67” Sideboard $799
Large 71” TV Unit $599
Extra Dining Chairs $119 ea

(7-piece set)

Berkeley Bedroom-
in Tasmanian Blackwood

Queen Bed... $499
Bedside... $299
Chest... $649
Dresser... $799

Ultra-Comfort Lift Recliner

$799
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Find true comfort in your home

We’re more than
you think

People Love Calling
Cap Sante Court Their Home!
People need to understand
this isn’t a nursing home,

this is a place where
you come and live and
it’s your home. This
community embraces
you and makes you feel

supported. The people are
great: warm and friendly.
The apartments are well
appointed with excellent
accommodations. I’ve
never heard a negative
thing. Even my dogs

love it here!
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8

1111 32nd St., Anacortes • 360-293-8088
www.capsantecourt.com

Drina McCorkle
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Washington State Fer-
ries is asking ferry cus-
tomers and interested 
members of the public to 
weigh in on a proposed 
fare increase.

If the proposal passes, 
vehicle fares would go 
up 2.5% on Oct. 1 and 
then another 2.5% again 
on May 1, 2020. 

The increased fares 
would bring in about 
$407 million by June 30, 
2021, as required in the 
recently passed two-year 
state transportation bud-
get. 

Each passenger fare 
would go up by 2%.

Comments are due by 
Monday, July 29. 

Comment via email 

to transc@wstc.wa.gov 
(include “Ferry Fares” 
in the subject line) or 
in writing to Washing-

ton State Transportation 
Commission, P.O. Box 
47308, Olympia, WA 
98504-7308.

Information: www.
wstc.wa.gov

Comment on proposed ferry fare increases

File photo

Comment on a proposed ferry fare increase until July 29.

SPONSORED BY

Get your free tickets at www.my360tix.com
All ages* welcome!

Participation is limited to the first 100 swimmers.
*All children ages 6 and under, regardless of

swimming ability, must have an adult (15 or older) swim buddy in
the pool within arms reach at all times. No denim or cutoffs.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 360.416.2128

Councilman, pastor express concern about noose
By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

A  Fa c e b o o k  p o s t 
about a noose that a resi-
dent found and removed 
from the Cap Sante over-
look led one city coun-
cilman who heard from 
constituents to speak out 
at Monday’s meeting.

Councilman Anthony 
Young said the incident 
— as well as a swastika 
sign he saw offered for 
sale by a vendor during 
Shipwreck Fest two days 
later — presents “an 
opportunity to stand for 
truth, honesty and love 
for one another, particu-
larly as our world seems 
ever divisive.”

Young said he was 
notified of the noose by 
a resident and that he, in 
turn, notified the mayor, 
the council and Police 
Chief John Small. 

Mayor Laurie Gere 
t o l d  t h e  A n a c o r t e s 
American she asked 
the parks department 
to remove it, but it was 
already gone.

Gere called it “a very 
threatening symbol” that 
“doesn’t reflect the Ana-
cortes I know.”

The post  on “You 
Know You’re from Ana-
cortes When …” includ-
ed debate as to whether 
the noose was racially 
motivated or something 
else, such as a suicide 
attempt. But the post 
was deleted after com-
ments “devolved into 
politics, insults, profanity, 
and innuendo,” the site 
administrator told the 
Anacortes American.

Capt. Dave Floyd said 
there was no investiga-
tion because the person 
who found the noose 
removed it from the tree, 
“so there was nothing for 
us to see.”

He added, “There’s 
no crime to investigate. 
There were no remarks 
associated with it. There 
were no other signs or 
symbols to show it was 
placed there to promote 
hate … It could have 
been placed there by 
somebody who had con-

templated suicide and 
then changed their mind.”

Young, an African 
American, told the coun-
cil Monday there is no 
uncertainty in the mean-
ing of a noose hung in a 
public place. In his child-
hood, he saw cross burn-
ings and recalls his fam-
ily dodging the Ku Klux 
Klan by driving through a 
corn field to get home.

He said it  was “a 
struggle” to discuss the 
noose incident because 
he feared “bringing up 
this issue would somehow 
sully my beloved city.” 
But he said the incident 
— as well as a swastika 
sign offered for sale by 
a vendor during Ship-
wreck Fest two days later 
— presents “an oppor-
tunity to stand for truth, 
honesty and love for one 
another, particularly as 
our world seems ever 
divisive.”

According to the Anti-
Defamation League, the 
hangman’s noose “has 
come to be one of the 
most powerful visual 

symbols directed against 
African-Americans, com-
parable in the emotions 
that it evokes to that of 
the swastika for Jews.” 
The noose’s origins “are 
connected to the history 
of lynching in America.”

The KKK had a pres-
ence in Anacortes during 
some of those years, as 
well, according to news-
paper archives.

“Quite common is 
the use of actual nooses 
to intimidate or harass 
African-Americans (or 
sometimes other minori-
ties) — for example, by 
leaving one at someone’s 
home or at their work-
place,” according to the 
Anti-Defamation League.

The Rev. Terry Kyllo 
of Anacortes, co-founder 
of an interfaith organi-
zation that advocates 
for civil rights, asked to 
speak during the meet-
ing. 

He said the noose is 
a reminder of “a reign 
of terror” in the U.S. in 
which several thousand 
black people were mur-

dered by hanging. He 
called for residents and 
the council to “denounce 
what is free speech with 
better speech.”

“Our greatest safety 
as ‘we the people’ stands 
in our willingness to 
stand up for and with 
each other when we’re 
threatened,” he said. 
“That’s our greatest safe-
ty, and it’s the duty of 
leaders and the citizens 
to stand up when mem-
bers of our community 
are being threatened.”

Speaking of the mil-
lions of people slain in 
genocide around the 
world, he said, “Every 
single time, it begins 
with fear-raising speech, 
‘other’-ing speech, dehu-
manizing speech, but 
it always begins with 
something else. It always 
begins with the silence of 
those who know better.

“I hope tonight the 
City Council  wil l  do 
what should be an easy 
thing, and that is  to 
make sure that every 
citizen in this city, on the 

island, knows that the 
City Council and all the 
citizens will stand up for 
everyone who is here — 
all of our fellow citizens 
— because when we the 
people fail to stand for 
each other, we cease to 
be ‘we the people’.”

Counci lman Bruce 
M c D o u g a l l  t h a n k e d 
Kyllo for his remarks. 
“That was extremely well 
said. I can’t agree more,” 
he said.

Gere didn’t  speak 
about the issue at the 
council meeting but did 
not question the noose’s 
m e a n i n g  d u r i n g  a n 
interview earlier in the 
day with the Anacortes 
American. She did ask 
“why someone would do 
such a horrific thing.”

Floyd said this is the 
first such incident in his 
19 years with the Ana-
cortes police force.

“There was some anti-
religious stuff, but that 
was primarily done by 
kids. Thankfully, we’re 
not that kind of town,” 
he said.

Read more about what’s going on in the community at 

goanacortes.com



By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

Asphalt work underway on 
several city streets is expected to 
take a month or so to complete.

Lakeside Industries is under 
contract by the city for $796,858 
to repair pavement, place new 
asphalt, adjust manholes and util-
ities to proper grade and stripe 
pavement.

The project includes work on:
• Commercial Avenue, from 

the Highway 20 roundabout to 
Fidalgo Avenue.

• M Avenue, from 32nd Street 
to 35th Street.

• B Avenue, from 32nd Street 
to 29th Street.

• 29th, 30th, 31st and 32nd 
Streets, west of D Avenue.

By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

Anacortes City Coun-
cilman Anthony Young 
and the Rev. Terry Kyllo 
say they are forming an 
intercultural, interfaith 
coalition to address bias 
and build understanding 
in the community.

The effort comes after 
a hangman’s noose was 
found earlier this month 
in a tree at Cap Sante. A 
noose is widely recog-
nized as a racist symbol of 

violence.
Days later, at Ship-

wreck Fest, Young said 

By BRiana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

The need for money 
and steps toward school 
safety topped the list of 
requests school adminis-
trators had for state sen-
ators last week in Ana-
cortes.

Three senators visited 
the Northwest Education 
Services District July 25 
to talk about what hap-
pened in the last legisla-
tive session and ask edu-
cation leaders what they 
hope to see in the next 
one.

Officials from Ana-
cortes, La Conner, Con-
way and San Juan Island 
school districts joined 
the discussion led by Sen. 
Lisa Wellman, D-Mercer 
Island, who chairs the 
state Senates’s Early 
Learning & K-12 Educa-
tion Committee. She was 
joined by Sens. Claire 
Wilson, D-Auburn, and 
Liz Lovelett, D-Ana-
cortes.

“I am here for 1.1 mil-
lion kids and all of you,” 

Wellman said.
Anacortes Superin-

tendent Mark Wenzel 
talked about the need for 
more social workers and 
mental health help in the 
schools. The district has 
some services thanks to 
a partnership with Island 
Hospital, with the county 
and through grant fund-
ing. But little help comes 
from the state, and more 
services are needed.

He talked about two 
suicides in the district in 
the recent years and two 
school threats the district 
faced this year. The dis-
trict has more students 
than can be served by 
the few mental health 

By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com 

Election Day is Tues-
day, Aug. 6.

Ballots must be post-
marked no later than 5 
p.m. or deposited into a 
ballot dropbox by 8 p.m. 
that day.

Election results will be 
posted on goanacortes.
com and on the Skagit 
County Elections Office 

website.
On the ballot  are 

offices with three or more 
candidates. The two top 
finishers will advance to 
the Nov. 5 general elec-
tion.

On the primary elec-
tion ballot: state senator 
from the 40th District, 
Anacortes City Council 
Position 2, and Anacortes 
School Board Position 4.

Ballot  drop boxes 

are located at Anacortes 
Public Library, 1220 10th 
St. (behind the library 
near the drive-up book-
drop); and Skyline Beach 
Club, 6041 Sands Way.

All about art
• Arts Festival begins  
Friday
• Artwalk is on Friday
• Art Dash is on Saturday

In Your Fidalgo

Anacortes   AmericanAnacortes   American
Wednesday  July 31  2019 $1.50We Speak Fidalgo — serving anacortes since 1890 goanacortes.com

RichaRd WalkeR / anacoRtes ameRican

Bobby drye shovels the street subsurface and ken Wiltse grinds asphalt tuesday as street repair 
and resurfacing begins on commercial and Fidalgo avenues. lakeside industries is doing asphalt 
work in four areas of the city as part of the city’s annual pavement management program.

colette Weeks / anacoRtes ameRican

Workers lay new asphalt on commercial avenue near highway 
20. 

Asphalt repair, replacement work in six 
areas of city will take about 30 days  

overlay underway

Get your ballots in: Primary 
election is Tuesday, Aug. 6

See Schools, page A5

See Coalition, page A5

See Election, page A6

BRiana alzola/ 
anacoRtes  

ameRican

sallie hughes 
of anacortes 

drops her 
ballot tuesday 
into the drop-

box at ana-
cortes library. 

tuesday, aug. 6 
is election day. 

Ballots must 
be postmarked 
no later than 5 
p.m. or placed 

in a ballot 
dropbox by 8 
p.m. that day.

Senators hear 
school district 
concerns on 
funding, safety

‘I am here for 
1.1 million kids 
and all of you.’

Sen. Lisa Wellman, 
D-Mercer Island

Councilman, pastor 
starting coalition  
to address biases

Contacts 
to get involved, 

contact:
• anthony Young, 

3 6 0 - 8 7 3 - 8 4 0 7 , 
anthony@anjohome.
com

• terry kyllo, terry  
@neighborsinfaith.org

See Asphalt, page A5



he saw a sign with a swas-
tika for sale by a vendor.

“ We ’ r e  n o t  s a y -
ing Anacortes has got 
a problem,” Young said 
Monday. “We’re saying 
we’re taking preventative 
measures now to stop 
an infestation and allow 
good people a chance to 
have their voices heard 
and to help them figure 
out and think of ways we 
can help our town be the 
‘we’ that we always talk 
about.”

The goal is to replace 
bias and fear with aware-
ness and understanding 

of the cultures, faiths and 
experiences that make up 
the fabric of the commu-
nity.

Kyllo said they hope 
to get beyond good inten-
tions that default back to 
the status quo.

“If we can get a real 
diverse set of people 
working on this issue, 
there can be a joy that 
gets created out of this 
whole thing — a thing of 
health and momentum 
that will help us get to a 
deeper place in the com-
munity, a deeper solution 
instead of just making a 
statement and calling it 
good,” he said.

The effort is in its 
infancy, but Kyllo and 
Young foresee communi-
ty conversations, cultural 

presentations and an edu-
cational component for 
schools. They also want to 
create a forum in which 
people can feel safe ask-
ing questions about cul-
tures and faiths that they 
might otherwise hesitate 
to ask for fear of offend-
ing someone.

By building under-
standing, the commu-
nity can resist influences 
that seek to dehumanize, 
instill fear and divide.

“We don’t want to let 
fear begin to take root in 
this community because 
what happens is not only 
are victims recipients of 
that violence, but the very 
spirit of the community is 
going to be harmed, the 
sense of safety for every-
one,” Young said.

providers and the one 
school resource officer in 
schools now.

“There is more work 
to do,” he said.

He urged the state 
senators to figure out a 
way to help fund more 
providers for schools.

Wellman talked about 
some of the successes in 
the Legislature this year, 
including school safety 
bills aimed at keeping 
kids safe.

So many steps forward 
were taken, but the com-
mittee could not figure 
out how to fund social 
workers and psycholo-
gists for the schools.

“I am beyond disap-
pointed,” Wellman said.

She knows that this 

remains a huge need and 
is committed to finding 
a way to making it work, 
she said. The commit-
tee is also looking at the 
issue of school bullying 
and finding out how it 
can help.

Wenzel also brought 
up the issue of the levy 
cap.

A court ruling forced 
the state to fund basic 
education, but districts 
have restr ict ions  on 
what they can collect 
from local taxpayers. 
The district negotiated 
to increase teacher and 
staff salaries by about 
13 percent this year, and 
the state funding paid 
for that. But the limit on 
local levies has meant 
the district had to cut 
programs and some staff 
members as it tries to bal-
ance the budget.

A last-minute bi l l 
passed last year meant 

an increase in local levy 
money only for Seattle. 
Wenzel asked the state 
senators to try again.

“This is legislating that 
kids in Seattle are more 

important than other 
kids,” he said.

Wilson said schools in 
her district, too, are los-
ing money because of this 
change in school funding 
policy.

“I hear you,” she said.
Leaders also talked 

about career and tech-
nical pathways and how 
vital they are to helping 

kids who may not want 
or be able to pursue a 
four-year degree. The 
pathways are becom-
ing more in demand and 
students aren’t getting 
the education they need, 
said Northwest ESD 
Superintendent Larry 
Francois. Jobs are being 
left open.

In the early 1990s, 
career and technical 
education was moved 
from the K-12 program 
into higher education. 
Wilson said she wants 

to see it moved back, 
because students should 
be learning technical 
skills at a younger age 
and be exposed to poten-
tial career paths.

“Right now, the focus 
is on dropout retrieval 
instead of keeping kids in 
school,” she said.

ElEct Sara HolaHan
city council
PoSition #2

commitment,
integrity,
Experience

Sara has an independent viewpoint and
will be a voice for our neighborhoods.
Let’s preserve what’s best about

Anacortes - a sustainable, livable community
that protects our natural resources.

Paid for by Citizens for Sara, 1511- 38th St., Anacortes, WA 98221

Vote by August 6 • Saraholahan.com

951 NE 21st Court, Oak Harbor • 360-720-2619
pacificindoortactical.com

Pacific Indoor
Tactical is a

licensed dealer.

Friday aug. 2nd - Sunday aug. 4th.

• 25% off memberships (must be paid at time of purchase)

• All in-store retail items will be 10% off (excluding firearms)

From July 23rd to August 4th all customer will be entered to
win a VRBP-100 Shogun each time they check in to

use our range.

2nd AnniversAry
sAles event!
2nd AnniversAry
sAles event!

Event details can be found at www.lovelaconner.com / 360.466.4778

VOTING IS
NOW OPEN!

GOODS &
SERVICES

BE SURE TO
VOTE FOR THE

BEST BUSINESSES FOR

JULY 22ND - AUGUST 11TH

Sponsored by

presents

Enter to win
a 30-day
pass to the

YMCA!

Summer Fun GuideSummer Fun Guide
Sponsored by

Find fun, family-friendly activities including dining,
movies, concerts, weekend getaways and more!

Visit
goskagit.com/summerfunguide
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Schools
Continued from page A1

During construction, 
there will be no street 
parking along these road-
ways, and there will be 
intermittent short-term 
road closures with traffic 
detours to allow for the 
work, the Public Works 
Department reported.

Flaggers will man-
age traffic access to 38th 
Street off Commercial 
Avenue, 35th Street off 
M Avenue and the B 
Avenue, 29th Street, 
30th Street, 31st Street 
and 32nd Street neigh-
borhoods from D Ave-
nue. Public Works said 
residents of these areas 
should let flaggers know 
they need access and wait 
to be directed when it is 
safe to proceed.

The project is part of 
the Public Works Depart-
ment’s regular pavement 
management program. 
Earlier this month, Public 
Works applied slurry seal 
on roads in six areas of 
the city. Slurry seal is a 
mixture of water, asphalt 
emulsion and aggre-

gate that is used to fill 
cracks, seal the road sur-
face and give the road-
way an improved texture 
and uniform appearance. 
Slurry seal can extend the 
life of an asphalt road-
way.

Other work planned:
• March Point: Trin-

ity Contractors has a 
contract for $149,815 to 
repair pavement, includ-
ing filling potholes and 

repairing cracks, in prep-
aration for the county’s 
application of a seal coat. 
The work is expected to 
take 20 working days, 
according to the city.

• Ramps and side-
walks: Trinity Contrac-
tors has a contract for 
$168,710 to upgrade curb 
ramps and eliminate side-
walk trip hazards on Sec-
ond Street, 12th Street, L 
Avenue and Q Avenue.

Asphalt
Continued from page A1

Coalition
Continued from page A1

Briana alzola / anacortes american

educators and legislators discuss priorities July 
25 at the northwest education services District 
offices in anacortes. 

‘Right now, 
the focus is on 
dropout retrieval 
instead of 
keeping kids in 
school.’

Sen. Claire Wilson, 
D-Auburn



Brad Adams
Rakan Alduaij
Kerry Allen
Tom & Pam Allen
Jim & Joyce Anderson
Julie Birkle
Bonnie Bowers
John & Kathy Campbell
Sherry Chavers
Tom & Beth Morgan-
Cleland
Colleen Craig
Denise Crow
Geralyn Curtis
Tom Decker & Nancy
Wong
Dave & Clara Duff
Bob & Joanne Evans
Jean Fantini
T.J. Fantini
Chris & Tracy Peterson-
Foy
Duncan & Cheryl Frazier
Dick & Gabby Freier

Joe & Desha Furin
Kristi Gabrielse
John Glassett
Laura Hamilton
Rich & Betsy Humphrey
Tom & Wyndham
Jackson
Mike & Rita James
Eric Johnson
Dustin & Dreabon
Robillard-Knowles
Peter & Lisa Kuhnlein
Kris Lytton
Jim & Terry MacDonald
Bill Mach
Bev Martin
Frank & Kristi Martin
Harry and Karen
McGrath
Sean & Meredith
McIlmoyle
Gary & Mary Molyneaux
Nicole Mortimer
Ian & Diane Munce

David & Jenni Murray
Mitzi Murray
Chris & Jessica Notaro
Anthony Notaro
Bob & Jeannette
Papadakis
Susan Parke
Tony & Robin Pestarino
Rusty & Karen Petersen
John & Michele Pope
Cynthia Richardson
Nate Scott
Ginny Sharp
Paul & Laura Spehar
Tim & Tara Starkovich
Vicki Stasch
Nels Strandberg
Eric & Jessica Sturgeon
Laura Sund
Warren Tessler
Nick & Gina Walsh
Rick & Judy Wallace
Jennifer Wilson

Christine Cleland-McGrath
for Anacortes City Council, Ward 2

ChristineForCouncil.org
Paid for by Christine Cleland-McGrath Campaign 1613 41st Street Anacortes, WA 98221

Christine has the support and endorsement from the
following community members:

Cider Pressing & Candidate Visit
Saturday, October 19th

1:00-3:00 pm
The Backyard at
1613 41st Street

We’ll provide the apples and the press.
You bring your questions, neighbors and

a reusable container.
Rain or Shine!
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Paid for by Committee to Reelect Marilyn Hanesworth
8605 Southridge Place, Anacortes, WA

HANESWORTH
FOR SCHOOL BOARD

MARILYN

experience
Anacortes School Board Director

AHS Project Advisory Team
ASF STEM Committee

commitment
14 years - Anacortes School District volunteer
Fidalgo PTA Golden Acorn Volunteer Award

12 years - Girl Scout leader
5 years - AHS Career Day Coordinator

heart
Providing opportunities for our kids to grow including:
Art workshops at the Family Center and in the schools

Yearbook Club/Young Author Programs at Fidalgo
Volunteer Soccer Coach

1952945

Applications now open for Skagit Co.
Applications due toWSU Extension by Oct 31
bi-lingual speaker special rates / scholarships available

BE A MASTER GARDENER

extension.wsu.edu/skagit/mg/apply/
alex.dupont@wsu.edu
(360) 428-4270 x227

Join the fun,
Help our environment,
Serve the community.

Equal Opportunity/
Non-discrimination.

hablamos español

1955310

Council postpones vote 
on inclusion resolution
By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

Anacortes City Coun-
cilman Matt Miller won 
postponement Monday 
of a vote on a resolution 
supporting equity and 
inclusion in the city, say-
ing references to hatred 
and hate speech should 
be removed because — 
lacking a legal definition, 
he said — the resolution 
would conflict with the 
First Amendment guar-
antee of free speech.

Mi l ler, serv ing  as 
mayor pro tem in Mayor 
Laurie Gere’s absence, 
was concerned about 
passages that stated the 
city would “speak out 
against and discourage 
hate speech as contrary 
to our values,” and would 
condemn or oppose all 
acts of “hatred.”

R e g a r d i n g  r e f e r-
ences to hate speech, 
Miller said “no one has 
been able to define ‘hate 
speech’ for me.” Regard-
ing references to hate, 
he said, “There’s a rea-
son you leave that word 
‘hate’ out. A lot of peo-
ple have a different idea 
of what that means.”

“Freedom of speech is 
not freedom from speech 
you dislike,” Miller said. 
“And hate speech, as 
much as I hate it — (the 
First Amendment) is a 
foundational principle 
in our society. It is too 
much of a foundational 
principle that I can get 
behind trying to define 
something that you think 

is well defined, but I 
do not believe it is well 
defined.”

The resolution, intro-
duced by council mem-
bers  Bruce  McDou-
gall, Carolyn Moulton 
and Anthony Young, 
declared it city policy to 
stand “against hatred, 
intolerance, unlawful 
discrimination, bullying 
and related acts” and to 
support “the city’s goal 
of being an accessible, 
open and welcoming city 
to all.”

It was written by the 
council members with 
the assistance of the Rev. 
Terry Kyllo, who has 
worked to promote tol-
erance and understand-
ing among people of dif-
ferent cultural and faiths.

The resolution effort 
was spurred in part by 
the finding of a hang-
man’s noose — long a 
symbol of intimidation 
against African Ameri-
cans — in a tree at Cap 
Sante lookout in July. 
That same week, a ven-
dor at Shipwreck Day 
offered a swastika sign 
for sale.

In introducing the 
reso lu t ion , Moul ton 
said there has been an 
increase in the United 
States “in hate speech, 
intolerant action (and) 
intimidation toward peo-
ple of various religious 
groups, gender orienta-
tions (and) races that 
go against our values as 
Americans and what our 
country and what our 
city stand for.”

Th e  r e s o l u t i o n ’ s 
introduction stated that 
the mayor and coun-
cil “declare it to be the 
policy of the City to rec-
ognize and respect the 
rights, liberties, safety, 
dignity and well-being of 
everyone in our commu-
nity, equally. This includes 
all who live in, work in, 
and visit our wonderful 
city.” It recognizes cer-
tain principles as “fun-
damental and true to the 
values, unity and hospital-
ity found throughout the 
Anacortes community.”

Young, who is African 
American, defended the 
resolution as written.

“Hate speech is not 
the absence of freedom 
of speech,” he told Mill-
er. “Freedom of speech 
is one thing. Hate speech 
when it incites violence is 
another.”

Council members Eric 
Johnson, Brad Adams, 
and  McDouga l l  in i -
tially spoke in favor of 
the resolution as writ-
ten, but then backed 
Councilman Ryan Wal-
ters’ suggestion that the 
wording be revisited in 
order to achieve a com-
promise and unanimous 
vote of support. Adams, 
Miller and Walters will 
bring the resolution back 
for consideration in two 
weeks.

After the vote, Kyllo 
told the Anacortes Amer-
ican he disagreed with 
Miller.

“The definition of hate 
speech is not unknown,” 
he said.

Port may buy industrial site on 
March’s Point for $3.3 million
By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

The Anacortes Port 
Commission expects to 
vote Thursday on pur-
chasing a 4.1-acre heavy-
manufacturing site on 
Bartholomew Road on 
March’s Point to boost 
the port district’s avail-
ability of leasable space.

The site is owned by 
T. Bailey, Inc., a manufac-
turer of fuel and water 
tanks that is moving to 
property it owns at Whit-
marsh Junction. The site 
is comprised of seven 
parcels with three ware-
house buildings and a 
modular office building 
located south of the Shell 
Puget Sound Refinery. It 
abuts the BNSF rail cor-
ridor, though no spur 
serves the property.

Th e  s i t e  h a s  a n 
assessed value of $2.3 
million, according to 
a port district report. 
Port Finance Director 
Jill Brownfield and Port 
Executive Director Dan 
Worra said the purchase 
price is about $3.3 mil-
lion.

Two analyses — envi-
ronmental and critical 
areas — revealed no red 
flags, though a stormwa-
ter retention swale “is 
potentially undersized 
dependent on tenant(s),” 
according to a port dis-
trict report. The property 
is in the county’s jurisdic-
tion but inside the city’s 
urban growth area.

The Port of Anacortes 
owns Cap Sante Marina, 
Anacortes Airport, the 
Maritime Terminal, the 
O Avenue laydown area 
and Seafarers’ Memo-
rial Park. The port also 
owns the ferry terminal 
site leased by Washington 
State Ferries. The port 
leases business space to 
10 waterfront businesses 
and 50 upland businesses.

Worra said diversi-

fication is limited at the 
Marine Terminal, particu-
larly Pier 2, from which 
the refineries ship petro-
leum coke and prilled 
sulfur. Prilled sulfur is 
used in the production of 
asphalt, detergents, dyes, 
fertilizers and insecti-
cides. Coke is used is the 
production of graphite 
electrodes, metal and 
brick.

More space is needed.
“We talk about things 

we can do with fertilizer, 
organic corn, exporting 
wood chips, other things 
we can do,” Worra said. 
“But without having a 
laydown area” — an area 
cleared for the temporary 
storage of equipment and 
supplies — “the answer is 
a flat-out ‘no’.”

Port commissioners 
spoke in favor of the pur-
chase during a Sept. 19 
meeting.

“I’m pretty comfort-
able with the location,” 
Port Commissioner John 
Pope said. “You’re on 
high land, it’s not marshy 
or problematic. March’s 
Point has been a tradi-
tional industrial area.”

Paid for in 20 years
Worra said the site 

could pay for itself in 20 
years. Fifty percent occu-
pancy at the going rate 
of 60 cents per square 
foot  would generate 
$150,000 annually, for a 
20-year return on invest-
ment, he said.

Worra also said coun-
ty officials felt the pro-
posed uses fit in with the 
area.

“Being zoned heavy 
manufacturing, it seems 
like it’s a slam dunk for 
a lot of the things we’re 
thinking about doing,” 
Worra said. “It’s just off 
State Route 20 heading 
over to I-5. It’s right on 
the BNSF rail line. It’s 
not connected to (rail), 
but seeing how it’s next 
to it , perhaps in the 
future.”

Worra hopes a BNSF-
owned bridge over the 
tracks at Bartholomew 
Road and Highway 20 
could be fortified to 
accommodate refinery 
trucks en route to Pier 
2 with petroleum coke 
and prilled sulfur. Mak-
ing the 10-ton bridge a 
40-ton would give those 
trucks an alternative 
to March’s Point Road, 
which is often blocked 
by trains.

monique merrill / AnAcortes AmericAn 

the Anacortes Port District may acquire this 4.1-acre heavy-manufacturing 
site on march’s Point. officials say the site would boost the port’s availability 
of space for light manufacturing, laydown and, possibly, exporting. 

Read more about what’s going on  
in the community at

goanacortes.com



By Briana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

A recent decision by 
Kaiser Permanente could 
mean traveling farther 
distances to visit the doc-
tor for more than 1,000 
people in the area.

Earlier this month, 
Kaiser sent a letter to 
Island Hospital, letting 
them know that the pri-
mary care doctors at the 

hospital would no longer 
be covered by Kaiser’s 
Medicare Advantage plan 
as of Jan. 1, 2020.

Kaiser told the hospi-
tal it wanted to create a 
narrower network with 
only the largest practices 
in Skagit and Whatcom 
counties, hospital interim 
CEO Elise Cutter said in 
an email.

Representatives from 
Kaiser Permanente did 

not respond to a request 
for comment by deadline 

Tuesday.
If patients enrolled in 

that plan want to keep 
their current primary 
care doctors at Island 
Hospi ta l , they  need 
to switch to a new plan 
before Medicare’s open 
enrollment ends Dec. 7, 
Cutter said.

“Our mission is to 
serve our community and 
deliver quality care close 
to home,” she said. “This 
decision by Kaiser is 
restricting us doing that.”

A little more than 
1,000 patients in Island 
Hospital’s system will be 
affected, she said.

The closest physicians 
covered by the Kaiser 
Medicare Advantage  

A sales tax for affordable housing 
could help raise enough money to build 
the Anacortes Family Center’s 20-unit 
affordable apartments and child care, 
restoration of the Anacortes Housing 
Authority’s Olson Building for 15 to 20 
affordable apartments and first-floor 
commercial spaces, and construction of 
five housing-authority townhouses on 
19th Street.

The City Council is considering ask-
ing voters in February to approve a sales 
tax of 1/10th of 1% to fund affordable 
housing construction. In addition, the 
state is returning a share of sales tax 
revenue to cities and counties for invest-
ment in affordable housing.

Combined, the state’s sales tax share 
and the voter-approved tax would gen-
erate about $653,934 a year for afford-
able housing. That’s estimated on retail 
sales in Anacortes of about $570.6 mil-
lion, from July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2019, 
city Finance Director Steve Hoglund 
said.

Over 20 years, that adds up to $13 
million for affordable housing, but the 
city must take a few steps to get there, 
Hoglund told the City Council on Mon-
day.

First, the council must pass an ordi-
nance to collect the state’s share of sales 
tax — .0073%, or about $41,655 per 
year. The council approved in August a 
resolution of intent to do so.

Second, by Dec. 13 the city must get 
a resolution to the county Elections 
Department placing the 1/10 of 1% sales 
tax on the February special election bal-
lot.

Third, if voters approve the measure, 
two things would happen. The state 

As a person of Jewish 
heritage whose first lan-
guage was Hebrew, Laura 
Spehar said she’s more 

familiar with the feeling 
of fear than the feeling of 
being included.

That’s why, she said, 
the city’s inclusion reso-
lution is so important.

“No one will  ever 

understand the power of 
hate speech better than 
people of ethnicity, gen-
der difference or sexual 
orientation differences,” 
Spehar told the mayor 
and City Council  on 
Monday. “We know all 
too well what can happen 
when speech ignites vio-
lence.”

The resolution “means 

the absolute world to 
people like me: a resident 
that may speak a differ-
ent first language — mine 
was Hebrew — may cel-
ebrate different holi-
days and not always feel 
included in a town they 
love so very much.”

The Anacortes City 
Council voted 6-1 Mon-
day to approve a resolu-

tion declaring a citywide 
policy of inclusion. The 
resolution “rejects and 
condemns” acts of racism, 
harassment, intimidation, 
and other forms of bul-
lying, as well as “acts of 
hate speech.”

C i t y  C o u n c i l m a n 
Matt Miller voted “no,”        

Spookiness 
and fun  
on the 
Haunted Trail
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Inclusion resolution approved 6-1
Miller says he ‘hates’ hate speech, 
but votes ‘no’; cites Constitution

Could raise up to 
$13M in 20 years 
for several projects

Read more 
 A  mul t icu l tura l 
group of residents 
plans ongoing com-
munity education and 
outreach to build cul-
tural understanding 
in Anacortes.

— Story, page A7

See Hospital, page A6

Housing 
sales tax 
may go on 
Feb. ballot

See Housing, page A8

See Inclusion, page A7

By Monique Merrill
mmerrill@skagitpublishing.com

A historic Anacortes attraction 
may be moving south.

The city is considering selling the 
Tommy Thompson narrow-gauge 
steam engine train to an interest-
ed buyer in California, Anacortes 
Museum Director Bret Lunsford 
confirmed in an email.

Bret Iwan, owner of Iwan Loco-

motive Works, contacted the city in 
July asking about a potential sale 
of the train, rolling stock or left-
over rails, Lunsford said. The com-
pany “strives to offer creative solu-
tions for Railroading, both big and 
small,” according to its website.

Now, Iwan and the Thompson 
family have been in conversation 
about the steam engine’s future, 
Lunsford said.

Iwan grew up spending summers 

in Anacortes and continues to visit 
each year, he said in an email to the 
Anacortes American.

“Every one of my childhood 
summers spent in Anacortes 
include fond memories of Tommy 
Thompson’s Anacortes Railway,” 
he said. “Tommy Thompson’s crafts-
manship, kindness and enthusiasm 
have remained an inspirational 

train may steam south

See Train, page A8

File photo

per Kefgen took the tommy thompson train on a test run in 2015 with Kyle irving (also in the train) and 
Brooks Middleton (not pictured). Bret iwan, a train enthusiast from lincoln, California, hopes to acquire 
the train and move it to his city as a working attraction. 

By richard Walker
rwalker@goanacortes.com

Did you vote?
Ballots due by        

8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 5

Story, A3

The late Tommy Thompson’s railway may 
become an attraction in Lincoln,California

By richard Walker
rwalker@goanacortes.com

Insurance change could affect 1,000 area residents
‘This is disappointing to our 
primary-care providers ... It 
results in patients having fewer, 
if any, local choices.’

Dr. Robert Prins, chief medical officer,  
Island Hospital



A  m u l t i c u l t u r a l 
group of 10 residents 
met Thursday to plan 
an ongoing community 
education and outreach 
effort to build cultural 
understanding in Ana-
cortes.

Th e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
hosted by Anacortes City 
Councilman Anthony 
Young at his home and 
was organized by Young 
and the Rev. Terry Kyllo, 
director of Neighbors in 
Faith.

Participants were of 
African, Asian, Euro-
pean and Native Ameri-
can descent. They talked 
about some of the chal-
lenges they’ve seen in 
Anacortes: the finding 
this summer of a hang-
man’s noose in a tree at 
Cap Sante Park, the dis-
play of a Nazi symbol at 
a vendor’s booth during 
Shipwreck Day, racially 
motivated bullying at 
school, and leadership 
in education and local 
government that doesn’t 
reflect the community’s 
diverse population.

The group plans to 

meet monthly, ultimately 
inviting participants of 
different thinking and 
understanding and then 
branching out into pub-
lic “listening sessions” 

and hosting community 
events.

“The first step is to get 
to know each other bet-
ter and learn each oth-
ers’ stories, then do some 

public listening sessions 
so all residents can hear 
each other,” Kyllo said. 
“Together we can build a 
brighter, more inclusive 
future for Anacortes.”

Young, who is African 
American, said he looks 
forward to “hearing cul-
turally diverse voices and 
stories, and belief in hope 
for a future truly inclu-
sive of us all.”

Leslie Eastwood of 
Anacortes, a  c i t izen 
of the Samish Indian 
Nation, said, “I believe 
the conversations are 
important. Just creating 
space to listen well mat-
ters.”

Anacortes is within 
the historical territory 
of the Samish people, 
and the Samish Indian 
Nation is headquartered 
here. In 1855, leaders of 
the Samish and other 
Coast  Sal ish nations 
s igned the Treaty of 
Point Elliott, making a 
large swath of Western 
Washington available for 
newcomers.

People of Croatian 
birth began immigrat-
ing here in the 1870s, 
drawn by opportunities 
in the fishing and lumber 
industries. Canneries that 
began operating here 
in the 1890s boasted a 
multicultural workforce: 
people of Coast Salish, 
Chinese, Croatian, Greek 

and Japanese heritage.
Today, more than 90% 

of Anacortes’ popula-
tion is white European, 
according to the U.S. 
Census American Com-
munity Survey. But 8.1% 
of the population is com-
prised of people of color 
— African American, 
Asian, Mexican, Native 
American or other indig-
enous group. And 6.9% 
of the population is for-
eign born; 4.7% speak 
a language other than 
English at home, accord-
ing to the Census.

“Diverse cultures are 
here, have long been 
here, and are engaged in 
and working hard for the 
betterment of our town,” 
Young said. 

“My hope is to bring 
the many ‘out from the 
shadows’ to help cultur-
ally educate our world of 
commonality. I am confi-
dent that our effort will 
bear the fruit of greater 
compassion, sympathy 
and empathy as we teach 
and learn more about 
e a c h  o t h e r  t h r o u g h 
communicating and the 
engagement of systems 
and structures within our 
community.”  

saying that including 
“hate speech” in the 
resolution is “a slippery 
slope too far” because 
speech is protected by 
the First Amendment 
and “everyone holds 
their own definition of 
what hate speech is.”

The resolution does 
not make hate speech a 
crime or impose penal-
ties. It is a policy state-
ment: “The City Coun-
cil and Mayor declare it 
to be the policy of the 

City that our City is 
accessible and open to 
everyone; to vigorously 
oppose all acts of racism, 
harassment, intimidation, 
bullying, and hate speech 
toward anyone; and to 
provide equal access to 
our local government to 
all persons in our City.”

R e s i d e n t  D o u g 
Thurber spoke against 
the resolution, calling 
it a first move to limit 
speech. “Historically, 
the next step is to out-
law selected words and 
assign penalties,” he said. 
“Part of liberty is free 
speech, and it should not 
be abridged as per the 
First Amendment, 1791 

… I reject even the most 
well-meaning proclama-
tions that conflict with 
constitutional guaran-
tees.”

E i g h t  r e s i d e n t s , 
including state Sen. Liz 
Lovelett, D-Anacortes, 
spoke in favor of the 
resolution. She said hate 
speech and freedom of 
speech are very different.

“You see it in the way 
those phrases ultimately 
can lead to violence,” she 
said.

The resolution is “a 
statement of affirmation 
about the differences 
that exist in our com-
munity and the people 
that do deserve that 

extra level of protection 
because historically they 
have been marginalized 
and victimized in many, 
many ways,” she said. 

“And so when we 
come together and say 
that, as a community, 
what we stand for is the 
ability for people to feel 
safe and protected and 
that our elected officials 
believe in that safety and 
protection as well, then 
that’s a positive message 
that should be resonating 
throughout our town.”

The original  reso-
lution was written by 
council members Bruce 

McDougal l , Caro lyn 
Moulton and Anthony 
Young, with the assis-
tance of the Rev. Terry 
Kyllo, director of Neigh-
bors in Faith, which 
works to build relation-
ships and understanding 
between Christians and 
Muslims. A vote on that 
resolution, introduced 
Oct. 14, was postponed 
because of Miller’s con-
cerns. Councilmen Ryan 
Wa l t e r s, E r i c  Jo h n -
son and Miller worked 
together on a revision, 
but Miller said he was 
only “97%” satisfied.

The resolution was 

spurred in part by the 
finding this summer of 
a hangman’s noose in a 
tree at Cap Sante Park 
and the display of a Nazi 
swastika at a vendor’s 
booth during Shipwreck 
Day.

Accord ing  to  the 
A n t i - D e f a m a t i o n 
League, the hangman’s 
noose is “a symbol con-
nected to lynching (and) 
is one of the most power-
ful visual symbols direct-
ed primarily at African-
Americans,” while the 
Nazi swastika is “a sym-
bol of hate, anti-Semi-
tism and infamy.”

HOW WILL YOU STACK UP?
Visit goskagit.com/contests/footballpickem to play!

THE EXPERTS HAVE SPOKEN!
The Pro Football VIP Picks are in!

Games 11/3 CHI @
PHI

11/3 NYJ @
MIA

11/3 TB @
SEA

11/3 NE @
BAL

Sebo’s Henery
Hardware Team

PHI NYJ SEA NE

Dr. Jason Kitzman,
High Society

PHI NYJ SEA BAL

Tina Tate,
Friendship House

CHI NYJ SEA NE

Flora Lucatero,
Children of the Valley

PHI NYJ SEA NE

SVH Sports Dept.
CHI NYJ SEA NE

1941898

On November 5th,
vote Bowers for Port!

As your Port Commissioner,
I will work closely with
Port Staff, Commissioners,
and others to ensure
that Anacortes continues
to be a community that
offers family wage jobs,
attracts innovative and
environmentally friendly
industries, maintains and
improves infrastructure,
while striving for constant
improvement in our
customer service.

I appreciate your vote,
Bonnie Bowers

Paid for by the Committee to
Elect Bowers for Port
4413 Orchard Ave.
Anacortes, WA 98221
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Find true comfort in your home

We’re more than
you think
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Inclusion
Continued from page A1

Multicultural group plans more discussions, events
By RichaRd WalkeR
rwalker@goanacortes.com

RichaRd WalkeR / anacoRtes ameRican

Participants in a multicultural coalition meeting thursday, oct. 24, chat after 
the meeting, which took place in the home of city councilman anthony 
Young. From left, sheryl kyllo, keiko mccracken, laurence Rockwell, annette 
Pankey, and shirley Yap. 
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