
Recreation projects in both 
Enumclaw and Buckley – the � rst 
still in early planning stages, the 
second about to become reality – 
were recently in the spotlight.

In Enumclaw, talks have 
started in earnest about 
replacing the city’s aging skate 
park. On the list of hurdles that 
need to be cleared, No. 1 is 
money. In Buckley, plans have 
been approved and the funds 
are available to build a “climbing 

boulder” feature.
In Buckley, the notion of a 

climbing feature, complete with 
“hand hold” devices, came when 
the city last updated its Parks 
and Recreation master plan. City 
Administrator Dave Schmidt 
said the addition to the city’s 

recreation inventory has been 
included in the municipal budget 
the past few years.

� is time around, it’s happen-
ing. Members of the Buckley City 
Council awarded a pair of bids 

An Enumclaw elected o�  -
cial is under investigation for 
allegedly stealing hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of 
taxpayer money.

Allan � omas, owner of 
� omas Farm o�  state Route 
410, is one of two commission-
ers for King County Drain-
age District 5, a special taxing 
district that was formed in 
1895. Drainage District 5 is 
responsible for maintaining 

roughly 18 miles of drainage 
ditches to control � ooding on 
Enumclaw’s east side, draining 
water into the Newakum Creek 
and Green River.

� omas has served as 
commissioner since 1988, 
partly thanks to an obscure 

Washington State law that not 
only allows drainage districts 
to run their own elections 
independently from their 
respective counties, but not 
even hold elections at all if 

This product has intoxicating e� ects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the in� uence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of the product. 
For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

MRBILLSOFBUCKLEY.COM
OPEN DAILY 8AM-10PM

*No medical card needed.Recreational Cannabis Secure, Professional, Expert Sales Sta� !

29393 State Route 410 E, STE. D (By IGA)  360.761.7540
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Local to serve 
28 months 
for e-recycle 
scam

� e Bonney Lake man respon-
sible for what is being called the 
country’s largest electronic recy-
cling scam has been sentenced to 
28 months in prison.

� e ruling came down against 
local Je�  Zirkle, 55, and his busi-
ness partner Craig Lorch, 61, of 
Seattle — the founders and owners 
of Total Reclaim, the northwest’s 
largest electronic waste recycler — 
on April 23.

� e investigation and court case 
against Total Reclaim has spanned 
four years, � nding Zirkle and Lorch 
secretly sent 8.3 million pounds of 
LCD computer monitors to Hong 
Kong, contrary to its published 
values and against operating 
agreements made with not only 
Washington’s E-Cycle program, 
but Oregon E-Cycles and Green-
star Alaska, which serves the state’s 
interior.

Total Reclaim has been working 
with the state of Washington since 
the 1990s, helping government 
agencies and private companies 
recycle refrigerators and HVAC 
equipment.

� e company grew to become 

By Ray Miller-Still
Editor

‘Climbing boulder’ feature coming to Buckley
By Kevin Hanson

Senior Writer

Official under investigation for fraud
By Ray Miller-Still

Editor

Keep calm and Squatch on
Travelers from all over attended the Third Annual Conference for Primal People at the Expo 
Center’s Field House, making it a hive of activity as people traded tales and examined artifacts. 
Experts, hobbiests, and skeptics alike were able to listen to and talk with some of the most 
famous people in the Sasquatch-believer community, including Bob Gimlin of the 1967 Patterson-
Gimlin � lm, who is pictured above talking with his good friend, Thom Cantrall, the host of the 
conference and new Enumclaw local. Photo by Ray Miller-Still

A lack of oversight may have allowed 
Drainage District 5 Commissioner 
Allan Thomas to not only pocket 

public money by paying a family-run 
company, but also avoid having to hold 

elections for his position for decades

See SCAM, Page 22

See FEATURE, Page 23
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only one person files for the posi-
tion during an election year.

It’s estimated roughly 600 
property owners live in Drainage 
District 5, but the boundaries are 
complicated — rough lines can 
be drawn east of state Route 169/
Porter Street and north of 410.

A public disclosure request 
revealed Drainage District 5 resi-
dents have been taxed between 
$75,000 and $80,000 between 
2015 and 2018. This is an average 
of $127 per household every year, 
though amounts vary depending 
on the size of the property.

That tax revenue is supposed 
to go toward maintaining ditches 
along Enumclaw roadsides, and 
since 2010, Drainage District 5 
has been paying A. Conservation 
Services (AC Services) for that 
work.

However, according to Enum-
claw Police Det. Nona Zilbau-
er’s report, AC Services was only 
in operation between 2010 and 
2013, and was run by Thomas’ 
son, Alex Thomas.

Alex said in an official inter-
view with Zilbauer in November 
2017 that he did two jobs when 
the company first started, but 
“did not do any further work nor 
did he have anything more to do 
with AC Services” after that, the 
report reads.

But money continued to roll 
into AC Services’ credit union 
account, which was held in the 
name of both Alex and Thomas’ 
wife, JoAnn Thomas, long after 
the company apparently closed.

According to police docu-
ments, AC Services was paid 
more than $400,000 between 
2012 and 2017, with some years 
butting up against Drainage 
District 5’s total budget for that 
year.

According to Zilbauer, Alex 
said he “knew nothing about 
the activity in the account for 
the last few years” in another 
interview in March 2018, adding 
that JoAnn also had access to the 
account.

By May 2018, Zilbauer 
received withdrawal information 
from the account, all made with 
JoAnn’s signature. Between 2012 
and 2018, roughly $74,000 was 
withdrawn from the account. By 
this time, it appears the account 
was in JoAnn and her husband’s 
names.

Some tax revenue does seem 
to have gone to other businesses, 
but not always for Drainage 
District 5 purposes.

Jensen Sand and Gravel was 
paid around $2,100 for five 
orders; the owners said two of 
those orders were personally 
picked up by Thomas, which was 
“very unusual,” as Jensen Sand 
and Gravel has done business 
with other drainage districts, 
who all requested delivery.

Another company, BrandX 
in Buckley, was paid around 
$58,000. In early 2018, the 
owner told Zilbauer he sells hay 

to Thomas for the dairy cows 
on their farm, Thomas Farm. 
However, he added he’s had 
trouble collecting payment from 
Thomas, and at that time, was 
owed around $35,000.

He said he continued to do 
business with the couple because 
“he felt bad when [JoAnn] called 
crying about financial problems 
they were having” and “he knows 
he will eventually get his money,” 
the police report read. 

Another $24,000 appears to 
have gone to Renton-based 
City Biz, and the owner showed 
Zilbauer some photos of the 
work he did in Enumclaw drain-
age ditches in October 2018.

The Enumclaw Police Depart-
ment sent the case to the King 
County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office in January 2019, and 
the department confirmed it is 
considering charges pending 
further investigation.

Additionally, the Washington 
State Auditor has opened its own 
investigation into Thomas for 
a potential loss of public funds 
since the office was contacted by 
the city of Enumclaw in 2017, a 
spokeswoman said.

The Courier-Herald contacted 
JoAnn, who referred reporters 
to their lawyer, Alicia Cullen of 
the Seattle-based Calfo, Eakes & 
Ostrovsky firm.

Cullen could not be reached 
for comment by deadline.

A LACK OF ELECTIONS, 
OVERSIGHT

It’s unclear where the ball was 
dropped when it comes to over-
seeing Thomas’ alleged actions.

Part of the problem might be 
that very few people appear to be 
aware Drainage District 5 even 
exists, an issue that is only exac-
erbated by an apparent lack of 
elections.

According to King County 
Election’s Chief of Staff Kendall 
Hodson, state law was set so that 
drainage districts with more than 
500 voters can run their own 
elections. Hodson said Drainage 
District 5 has never coordinated 
with the county for its elections.

On top of that, state law says, 
“no election shall be held to elect 
a member of a special district 
governing body… if no one or 
only one person files for the 
position.”

Because of this, Hodson and 
King County Elections couldn’t 
say how many elections Drain-
age District 5 has had. The last 
election, according to a King 5 
news report, was in 1988, when 
Thomas was elected to his 
position.

It appears Thomas has given 
notices in The Courier-Herald 
about Drainage District 5 elec-
tions, though it’s also unclear 
how many.

The Courier-Herald’s records 
show two legals were posted in 
its classified section advertis-
ing an election — one in 2010, 
and another in 2012. Electronic 
records concerning legals before 
2010 were not available by 
deadline.

“Notice is hearby given that 
Drain District 5-5A is seeking 
candidates to service on the 
Board of Commissioners. If you 
reside within the Drain District 
5-5A you are eligible to apply,” 
the notice reads, asking for appli-
cants to mail their answer to 
Thomas Farm.

However, Washington 
law states special districts 
should have an election every 
even-numbered year, and no 
notices after 2012 were found.

Drainage District 5 documents 
show the “Daily Journal” (maybe 
referring to the Daily Journal 
of Commerce, in which King 
County helps publish election 
notices for Drainage Districts 1 
and 2) could be another publica-
tion that was used to notice elec-
tions, though this information 
was unavailable before deadline.

King County’s Treasury 
department is also involved in 
managing Drainage District 5.

While drainage districts can 
set their own budgets, they can’t 
collect that tax money itself, said 
Cameron Satterfield, King Coun-
ty’s executive branch communi-
cations manager.

“We act as the treasurer for 
literally dozens of these special 
districts in King County. King 
County collects the property 
taxes on behalf of those districts, 
deposits them into their desig-
nated account in our financial 
system, and then we issue what 
are called warrants (checks) to 
pay for proved valid expenses 
of the district,” Satterfield said, 
adding that in order to receive 
money for expenses, these 
districts must provide the county 
with a payment authoriza-
tion form signed by at least two 
commissioners.

Drainage District 5 has two 
commissioners — Thomas and 
Kenneth Olson. The district has 
a third seat that is vacant, and it 
is unclear how long the seat has 
gone unfilled, though Satterfield 
said it’s been “quite a while.”

So long as the Treasury’s 
processes were followed, he 
continued, King County has little 
authority to stop issuing checks 
to Drainage District 5 so long 
as its commissioners remain in 
their seats.

“As long as it’s been an 
approved expense by the district 
— and we don’t really have visi-
bility into any individual district’s 
approval processes — as long as 
it’s the duly appointed, autho-
rized folks that we get the invoice 
and payment voucher from, and 
it’s got the correct signatures 
and names on it, the assump-
tion is it’s gone through strict 
approval process,” he said. “It’s 
the responsibility of the district 
commissioners or their board or 
their delegated staff to make sure 
those payments are valid.”

On the state level, the Wash-
ington State Auditor’s Office 
has been performing audits of 
Drainage District 5 for years, and 
in the King 5 report, Thomas told 
reporters his 2016 audit showed 
he had a clean bill of health.

But the Auditor’s Director 

of Communications Kathleen 
Cooper said that’s not quite how 
audits work.

“We’re what’s called ‘post-au-
ditors’ so we look at things that 
have already happened. We’re 
not a regulatory agency — we’re 
a reporting agency only,” Cooper 
said. “We don’t actually go in and 
look at every single penny that 
was spent.”

For the past several years, 
Thomas has been filing his 
annual report on time, which 
means the Auditor’s Office has 
been performing “assessment 
audits,” what Cooper described 

as a high-level, but quick, look 
into the district’s financials.

But in this last round of audits 
(government agencies should 
expect one at least every three 
years), Thomas did not submit 
his annual reports by deadline, 
so “we are not doing an assess-
ment audit this time,” Cooper 
said. “We are doing what’s called 
an accountability audit, which is 
a much more extensive type of 
review.”

This accountability audit is 
in addition to the office’s fraud 
investigation.

Fraud
From Page 1

King 5 investigator Chris Ingalls found Allan Thomas, left, outside 
Enumclaw’s True Value to ask him a few questions concerning Drainage 
District 5. Ingalls’ report was aired April 25. Image courtesy King 5 News

A partial map of the Enumclaw city limits, with Drainage District 5 in 
light blue and 5A in yellow. Homes in these areas are taxed every year 
to allow Drainage District 5 to perform maintenance work on miles of 
roadside drainage ditches. Image courtesy city of Enumclaw
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Circus 
dispute 
a zoo of 
confusion

First things � rst — the 
Garden Bros. Circus is a real 
traveling circus, performing 
hundreds of shows across the 
U.S. and Canada every year.

But that doesn’t mean you 
should rush out to buy tickets 
for its supposed show May 19 
at the Enumclaw Expo Center. 
� at’s because the circus and 
the Expo Center are disput-
ing whether there is a valid 
contract.

� e Courier-Herald was 
noti� ed of the disagreement 
in a May 9 email from the 
Garden Bros. Circus with an 
attachment of what appeared 
to be a contract to perform at 
the Expo Center.

“� is should clear up any 
misleading information you 
may have received,” the email 
read, apparently in reference 
to a blowup on the Enumclaw 
Community Facebook page, 
where people were claiming 
the circus was a scam, that 
money spent on the tickets 
would not be refunded, and 
that there will be no show.

According to Rene Popke, 
manager of the Expo Center, 
there was a legitimate 
contract drawn up between 
the two parties.

By Ray Miller-Still
rstill@courierherald.com

Drainage District 5 investigations continue

� e investigation into Drainage 
District 5 and one of its commis-
sioners, Allan � omas, continues 
while King County Councilman 
Reagan Dunn raises the stakes.

Drainage District 5 is a special 
purpose tax district that is charged 
with maintaining drainage ditches 
in the northeastern section of 
Enumclaw by taxing roughly 600 
residents.

However, an Enumclaw Police 
Department investigation into 
� omas alleged he used a business 

run by his son to trick the county 
into believing maintenance work 
was being done while he pocketed 
more than $400,000 collected from 
taxpayers between 2012 and 2017.

Additionally, questions have 
been raised concerning when elec-
tions were last held for Drainage 
District 5 seats. Under state law, 

special purpose tax districts like 
Drainage District 5 can run their 
own elections without the over-
sight of their respective counties.

On top of that, if only one person 
� les for that position during an 
election year, an election does not 
need to be held.

At the moment, the King County 

Prosecuting Attorney is examin-
ing the case, which was forwarded 
to them by the Enumclaw Police 
Department in January 2019. As of 
May 10, the prosecutor’s o�  ce has 
not � led charges. � e Washington 
State Auditor’s O�  ce is also 

By Ray Miller-Still
rstill@courierherald.com

See DRAINAGE, Page 10

Thinking of running for office? Filing period closing

� e real heat of the political 
season might seem far o� , but 
candidates are already tossing 
their hats into the political ring.

� e o�  cial � ling period for 
the fall campaign season began 
Monday and wraps up Friday. � e 

� eld of candidates will be pared 
down, if necessary, during an Aug. 
6 primary and seats will be � lled 
during the Nov. 5 general election.

Here’s a look at positions that 
will be decided throughout the 
Plateau. Included is the name of 
the current o�  ce-holder.

Enumclaw City Council
� e city’s governing board has 

three posts coming vacant. To 
be decided this fall are Position 
4 (Chance La Fleur), Position 6 
(Anthony Wright) and the Position 
2 seat that sits vacant. � e empty 
council spot was occupied since 
January 2016 by Kim Lauk, but she 
resigned last month.

Filing is done through the King 
County Elections O�  ce and 
carries a fee of $39.

Buckley City Council

� e Buckley Council sees four of 
its seven seats up for election 

By Kevin Hanson
Senior Writer

See FILING, Page 11

Wizards deliver fun 
and fundraising

� e Harlem Wizards came to Enumclaw Friday night, 
delivering a lot of fun and fundraising. In these photos, 
a baseball game breaks out during the second quarter; 
Enumclaw High basketball coach Terry Johnson gets a high-
� ve when introduced as the game’s referee; and Enumclaw 
Middle School principal Jill Barrett is on the short end of a 
Wizard-ly hug. � e touring Wizards took on a local group, 
Teachers In Sneakers, during the event that raised money for 
the Enumclaw Schools Foundation. Photos by Kevin Hanson

See CIRCUS, Page 9

King County Councilman Reagan Dunn is seeking to remove commissioners Allan Thomas and Kenneth Olson from their seats and appoint new members this month. 



investigating the alleged 
fraud.

As these investigations 
take place, Councilman 
Dunn has written a letter to 
the FBI asking for a federal 
investigation into Drainage 
District 5.

The letter, addressed to 
Special Agent In Charge 
Raymond P. Duda, states 
there’s a “likelihood that 
the district commissioners 
had not been duly elected 
since the 1980s” and that 
Thomas and Kenneth Olson, 
the second district commis-
sioner, “had been paying 
contractors related to one 
of the commissioners in a 
manner that appears to be 
a breach of both state and 
criminal law and the code of 
ethics applicable to ‘elected’ 
officials.”

Duda responded to Dunn 
in a May 7 email, stating the 
case has been forwarded to 
Duda’s public corruption 
squad.

Dunn is also introduc-
ing new legislation to the 
King County Council that 
would give county depart-
ments more oversight on 
special purpose tax districts 
in the county on the whole 
in order to prevent this type 
of fraud from happening in 
the future, as well as an ordi-
nance to declare all three 

Drainage District 5 commis-
sioner seats vacant, though 
only two are occupied at the 
moment.

A May 13 letter has been 
sent to Thomas and Olson 
announcing Dunn’s deci-
sion to seek their removal 
from their seats.

“I intent to move as 
expeditiously as possible to 
fill these vacant Drainage 
District #5 commissioner 
positions,” Dunn wrote.

Another letter announc-
ing the vacancy and 
appointment process will be 
sent to Drainage District 5 
residents in the near future, 
Dunn said.

JoAnn Thomas, Allan 
Thomas’ wife, told The 
Courier-Herald they are 
unaware Dunn is seeking 
to remove Thomas from 
his seat, and declined to 
comment further. Thomas 
appeared to be at the resi-
dence, but declined to be 
interviewed.

The two did confirm they 
have switched law firms, 
though it’s unclear who is 
currently representing them.

PLAN TO DECLARE 
SEATS VACANT

Wherever these various 
investigations go, Dunn 
plans to make special 
purpose tax districts in King 
County more transparent 
and accountable, start-
ing with having the King 
County Council declare all 

three commissioner seats in 
Drainage District 5 vacant.

Dunn and his staff have 
been corresponding with 
Thomas and Olson since 
March 2019. A March 8 
letter from Dunn to Thomas 
reads: “My office has found 
no evidence of any elec-
tion for board positions that 
have been held in the last 10 
years,” and asked Thomas 
for any evidence regarding 
Drainage District 5 properly 
notifying the public about 
prospective elections or 
actually holding an election.

Any evidence that could 
be provided would then be 
used “to determine if any or 
all of the board positions are 
vacant… and whether… the 
King County Council needs 
to appoint a person to serve 
in such vacant positions 
until a person is elected at 
the next drainage district 
general election.”

Dunn refers to RCW 
85.38.070(5), which states 
that the county can appoint 
a district voter to serve in 
a vacant commissioner 
position.

“We now have people 
lined up, citizens, registered 
voters, who are ready to take 
on these roles by appoint-
ment,” Dunn said in a May 6 
interview, though the names 
of the potential appoin-
tees were not known to The 
Courier-Herald by press 
deadline.

A month passed with no 
answer from Thomas, and 

Dunn wrote again April 8, 
giving the commissioner an 
April 30 deadline to respond.

In his April 9 response, 
Thomas wrote, “We are and 
have in the past adver-
tised to fill any vacancy for 
commissioner position in 
Drain District 5,” but did not 
provide any evidence.

Correspondence has 
continued through May, and 
Dunn said he’s seen nothing 
to change his mind about 
removing the commission-
ers from their position.

“We have not gotten a 
meaningful response, or 
any facts that indicate they 
are properly appointed or 
elected,” Dunn said. “Either 
they’re not taking the issue 
seriously, or they’re playing 
games, neither of which is an 
appropriate way to treat the 
taxpayers.”

LITTLE EVIDENCE OF 
PROPER ELECTIONS

The Courier-Herald 
appeared on a Drainage 
District 5 list of current 
contractors or vendors the 
district was working with 
over the last several years, 
presumably as a way for 
district officials to publish 
official election notices.

But a review of legals that 
ran in The Courier-Herald 
revealed JoAnn, Thomas’ 
wife, only ran two noti-
fications advertising for 
people to write the district if 
they’re interesting in being 
a commissioner: one in 
February 2010, and another 
in July 2012. Records before 
2010 were not available to 
search.

“Notice is hereby giving 
that Drain District 5-5A is 
seeking candidates to serve 
on the Board of Commis-
sioners,” it read, request-
ing any letters of interest be 
sent to the Thomas’ home 
address at Thomas Farms in 

Enumclaw.
Beyond only appearing to 

have run two legals, it seems 
these specific notifications 
also do not satisfy state law.

According to RCW 
85.38.125, because Drain-
age District 5 has more than 
500 residents, it can run its 
own election. However, “a 
special district that runs its 
own elections must enter 
into an agreement with the 
county auditor that specifies 
the responsibilities of both 
parties.”

The county auditor, in this 
case King County Elections, 
has no record of any agree-
ment with Drainage District 
5 concerning elections.

Part of that agree-
ment, according to RCW 
85.38.070(3), would be to 
establish a filing period for 
candidates. The code states 
the filing period must be 
between 30 and 60 days 
before an election.

Additionally, Drainage 
District 5 has more than 500 
residents, the county auditor 
must publish a notice adver-
tising the filing period “at 
least seven days prior to the 
closing of the filing period,” 
according to RCW 85.38.120.

Then the county auditor is 
supposed to publish a notice 
of an election in a news-
paper between three and 
10 days before an election, 
according to RCW 85.38.120: 
“The notices shall describe 
the election, give its date and 
times to be held, and indi-
cate the election site or sites 
in the special district where 
ballots may be cast.”

RCW 85.38.090 states 
elections for special purpose 
tax districts must be held on 
the first Tuesday after the 
first Monday in February in 
an even-numbered year.

Without an agreement 
with King County Elec-
tions, and with Drainage 
District 5’s legal notices in 

The Courier-Herald failing to 
give notice of a filing period 
before an election, failing to 
give notice of an election, 
and failing to publish these 
notices in a timely manner 
before an election (one legal 
was published Feb. 10, 2010, 
a day after the election was 
supposed to occur, and the 
other was published July 
4, 2012, nowhere near any 
deadlines set by state code) 
it appears Drainage District 
5’s commissioners fell short 
of nearly all special purpose 
tax district election require-
ments set by the state.

A public records request 
made by the City of Enum-
claw revealed The Couri-
er-Herald may not have 
been the only publication 
used to advertise Drainage 
District 5 elections, as the 
list of current contractors 
included the “Daily Journal.” 
This is presumed to be the 
Daily Journal of Commerce, 
as King County Elections 
has used the publication to 
advertise elections for other 
drainage districts in the past.

However, Managing 
Editor Jon Silver said he 
and the Journal’s legal ad 
manager were unable to 
find any election announce-
ments for Drainage District 
5.

King County Elections 
noted that RCW 85.38.115 
allows Drainage District 5 to 
not run any election notices 
if one or less people file for 
the commissioner position.

Dunn’s ordinance to 
remove the commissioners 
is expected to have its first 
reading during the May 15 
King County Council meet-
ing, where Dunn believes 
it will be quickly given to a 
committee, given a do-pass 
recommendation, and then 
approved by the full council 
in the next few weeks.
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NEW LOCATION! 29393 State Route 410 E, STE. D (By IGA)

Recreational
MARIJUANA

*No medical card needed.

360.761.7540 MRBILLSOFBUCKLEY.COM
This product has intoxicating e� ects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not 
operate a vehicle or machinery under the in� uence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of the product. 

For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

OPEN DAILY  •  8AM - 10PM
“FIRST AND FINEST IN BUCKLEY”

SECURE, PROFESSIONAL,
 EXPERT SALES STAFF!

OPEN 8AM - 9:45PM EVERY DAY

and Now Open:

ENUMCLAW
Residential Recycling Collection

City of Enumclaw Residents Only

When:
Where:

Saturday, June 1, 10am - 5pm
No vehicles may enter after 5pm

Enumclaw Expo Center

Call 
206-938-8262
for more details

$ Tires
• Motor Oil & Filters
• Antifreeze
• Lead Acid Batteries
• Household Batteries
• Cardboard
• Propane Tanks
• Household Goods & Clothing Compost Bins*

Limit one per household 
$25 ea. (cash only)

At this event only.
While supplies last.

27th Annual Enumclaw Collection Event. 
Nearly 2,442,270 pounds 

of material collected!

Household 
Hazardous 

Wastemobile
Sorting It Out Together

The Hazardous Wastemobile will visit Enumclaw 
May 31, June 1, 2 - Friday, Saturday & Sunday • 10am - 5pm  • Enumclaw Expo Center (North Parking Lot)
Volume restrictions apply. For more information about volume restrictions and other household hazardous 

waste disposal options, visit www.HazWasteHelp.org or call the Household Hazards Line Monday to 
Friday 9am to 4:30pm except holidays at 206-296-4692 or 1-888-Toxiced (869-4233). Latex paint is no 

longer considered hazardous waste and the household hazardous waste facilities in
King County no longer accept it. Dry it out and put it in the garbage with the lid off.

$ Porcelain Toilets & Sinks
• Bulky Wood
$ Appliances & Scrap Metal
$ Refrigerators & Freezers
• Electronic Equipment (no computer monitors 
 or televisions) (Remove all personal information)
$ Mattresses/Futons 
$ Cash Fees Apply 

45224 284th Ave SE, Enumclaw

DO NOT BRING THESE 
HOUSEHOLD WASTES:

• No construction/demolition debris 
• No garbage • No furniture 
• No plastic toys, hoses, etc  

• No window glass

Drainage
From Page 1
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Enumclaw local Allan � omas 
has resigned his seat as commis-
sioner of Drainage District 5 amid 
investigations into skirting election 
laws and stealing hundreds of 
thousands of taxpayer dollars.

Drainage District 5 is a special 
purpose taxing district created 
in 1895 and charged with main-
taining drainage ditches along-
side Enumclaw roads in the city’s 
northeast areas. Roughly 600 
residents live in the district, and 
between 2015 and 2018, were 
taxed a rough average of $130 per 
household every year to fund the 

district’s $75,000 to $80,000 budget 
for that maintenance.

But according to an Enumclaw 
Police Department investigation, 
which lasted from November 2017 
to January 2019, little to no work on 
those ditches was done between 
2012 and 2017, despite the fact that 
invoices to the King County Trea-
surer showed Drainage District 5 

was contracting with A. Conserva-
tion Services every year.

� e investigation revealed A. 
Conservation Services was only in 
operation between 2010 and 2013 
and was run by Allan � omas’ son, 
Alex � omas. Alex � omas told 
police he worked two jobs for the 
drainage district in 2012, but didn’t 
do any work after.

� e money Alex � omas was 
paid with went into a joint credit 
union account with his mother, 
JoAnn � omas.

Long after A. Conservation 
Services was supposedly not in 
operation, money continued to be 
deposited into the account, total-
ing up to more than $400,000 by 
2017. � roughout that time, 

By Ray Miller-Still
Editor

Drainage District 5 commissioners resign

See RESIGN, Page 5

After years of waiting, Enum-
claw’s new � under Dome Car 
Museum is revving its engines and 
ready to open.

Many folks were able to attend 

an invite opening on May 16, but 
the grand opening is scheduled 
for Wednesday, May 29, at 10 a.m., 
with a ribbon cutting slated to 
happen right before. � e grand 
opening week, May 29 through 
June 2, comes with reduced 
admission prices.

According to JT Tumber, the 
museum’s marketing director, 
the plans to open a car museum 
in Enumclaw started coming 
together more than two years ago. 

It all started when the founder 
of the museum, Auburn resident 
Troy � omas, started thinking 

about how he could put his exten-
sive car collection to use. 

“You start spitballing ideas 
for how can we create a venue 
or space to display and let other 
people enjoy [the cars], and do 

By Ray Miller-Still
Editor

Thunder Dome grand opening inches closer to starting line

See DOME, Page 5

The King County Council has approved a measure that would allow move oversight of these special purpose tax districts. 

� e cast of characters 
making up the fall election 
season has been decided.

� roughout the state of 
Washington, the o�  cial � ling 
period for available seats was 
May 13-17. Where more than 
two candidates have � led, the 
� eld will be whittled during 
an Aug. 6 primary election. If 
there are just two candidates 
on record, both will advance 
to the November primary 
election.

Most Plateau races fall 
into the latter, less-exciting 
category. � ere are just three 
instances where a primary 
paring will be needed and, 
keeping voters’ options to a 
minimum, most area races 
will feature just a single 
candidate.

Here’s a look at who � led 
for local cities and towns, 
school boards and � re district 
seats. Incumbent o�  ce-
holders are noted with an 
asterisk.

By Kevin Hanson
Senior Writer

Field set 
for fall 
campaign 
season

See RACES, Page 5

Enumclaw was lively 
last weekend with a 
garden sale and bazaar, 
evening beer walk, and 
the annual Mutual of 
Enumclaw stage races. 
Several streets were 
closed off to traf� c 
as professional bike 
racers zoomed around 
downtown, vying for 
money and fame, as this 
event is the largest of 
its type in the Paci� c 
Northwest. Young bikers 
were also able to join 
the fun with the kids 
races. Photos by Ray 
Miller-Still

Many Plateau races 
are uncontested

Sun shines on the annual 
Enumclaw Stage Races



something good,” Tumber 
said, adding that the proj-
ect transformed from a 
privately-owned venture 
to a nonprofit one in order 
to raise money for epilepsy 
awareness.

“We have a grand-
daughter… and she was 
diagnosed with epilepsy 
when she was 4 years 
old,” Terry, Troy’s wife 
and co-founder of the 
museum, said at the invite 
opening. “All the proceeds 
from this are going to 
trying to find a cure for 
epilepsy. This is what this 
is all about.”

To that end, Thomas 
gifted roughly two-thirds 
of his collection to the 
museum, and there are 
several vehicles that are 
sure to bring in car lovers 
from all over.

“Our collection is pretty 
eclectic,” Tumber said. 
“There are a lot of ‘resto-
mods’ which are hot rods 
that have been modified… 
we have some traditional 
hot rods too, they have a 
particular look and feel, 
and we have some correct 
cars that are bone-stock, 
factory-flawless.”

One of the prize pieces 
of the collection is a 1923 
Model-T truck with an 
extended cab — one of 
only three in existence, 
made for that year’s Worlds 
Fair. Another is a 2004 Ford 
GT, which doesn’t sound 
particularly impressive 
until you learn it, too, was 
one of only three made by 
Ford, and the only one that 
was fitted with a motor.

“In a way, that car is 
one-of-one and priceless,” 
Tumber said. “It can’t be 
recreated.”

The museum is 
constantly buying and 
selling cars as well, and 
the goal is to change 
up displays quarterly, 
Tumber continued.

Additionally, the Thun-
der Dome accepts appli-
cations from members 

of the public to display 
their own vehicles; head 
to www.thunderdome.
org/vehicle-submission 
to contact the museum’s 
mechanics.

High school students 
can also find a place for 
themselves at the Thunder 
Dome; Tumber said the 
museum is talking with 
the Enumclaw School 
District about auto shop 
internships.

Jerry Globe, who 
attended the invite open-
ing with District Superin-
tendent Mike Nelson, said 
it’s important for students 
to get out of the classroom 
for their education.

“In the school environ-
ment, they have their 15 
minutes — it’s not the real, 
professional environment 
here,” Globe said. “It’ll be a 
great opportunity.”

Tumber said the 
museum hopes to have all 
the details hammered out 
and a program started by 
this fall.

Finally, members of the 
public can get involved 
by becoming a museum 
docent, which can also be 
done online.

According to the muse-
um’s website, the Thunder 
Dome plans to be open 
Wednesdays through 
Sundays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Standard admission 
rates are $15 for adults, 
$12 for military and 
seniors (65+ years), $10 for 
students with ID or kids 
ages 6 to 12, and free for 
anyone under the age of 6.

During the grand open-
ing week, admission is $10 
for adults, $8 for seniors 
and military, and free for 
kids 12 and under.

withdrawals were being 
made with JoAnn Thomas’ 
signature to the amount of 
more than $156,000.

It appears some money 
did go toward drainage ditch 
maintenance — accord-
ing to the investigation, the 
Renton-based business 
City-Biz was paid $24,000 
in October 2018 to do ditch 
work, and officers were 
provided evidence of work 
being completed.

But it also seems the 
money was spent on 
Thomas’ farm (Thomas 
Farm). BrandX, based in 
Buckley, was paid about 
$58,000 in early 2018 for 
hay for the cows, the report 
reads.

In addition to the police 
investigation, which was 
forwarded to the King 
County Prosecuting Attor-
ney January 2019, two other 
investigations have been 
opened: the Washington 
State Auditor will take their 
own look at Thomas’ finan-
cials, as well as perform 
an accountability audit, 
and the FBI has opened 
an investigation after King 
County Reagan Dunn — 
who represents the residents 
of Drainage District 5 — 
requested their involvement 
earlier in May.

Dunn has also taken up 
providing some legisla-
tive fixes so King County 
has more oversight on 
special purpose tax district 
and was planning to ask 
the full council to declare 
the commissioner seats in 
Drainage District 5 vacant, 
due to the fact there appears 
to be no evidence that the 
district notified residents of 
the filing period for becom-
ing a commissioner or hold-
ing a proper election for at 
least a decade, if not since 
Thomas was elected in the 
late 1980s.

But before the council 
could take up that action, 
both Thomas and the 
second commissioner, 
Kennth Olson, resigned 
their positions. The third 
commissioner seat is vacant, 
and has been so for an 
undetermined period of 

time.
Olson resigned first, 

sending a letter via his 
attorney Cooper Offenbe-
cher of the Seattle-based 
Allen, Hensen, Maybrown 
& Offenbecher criminal trial 
and appeal firm on May 14.

“He will not contest any 
action the King County 
Council takes to fill vacan-
cies on the Drainage District 
No. 5 Board of Commission-
ers,” Offenbecher wrote.

Thomas followed suit in 
an email to Dunn on May 
15, adding that his decision 
was “in the best interests” of 
the district.

Dunn made it clear that 
he expects these inves-
tigations into Thomas 
to continue despite the 
resignations.

“A resignation doesn’t, in 
any way, create immunity 
for criminal acts that may 
have [been] done in the 
performance of someone 
in official duties. Period,” he 
said in a phone interview. 
“If criminal action occurred, 
and I want to underscore 
‘if’… that person can be held 
criminally liable.

“With respect to election 
law, I don’t know whether 
the violation of those elec-
tion laws trigger criminal 
liability or if they just make 
the election of the office 
void,” he continued. “I don’t 
know what the statutes say 
on that, and can’t speak to 
it.”

It’s unclear which, if any, 
provisions under RCW 
29A.84 — crimes and penal-
ties associated with elec-
tions and voting — would be 
applicable to this situation.

MORE OVERSIGHT 
FOR SPECIAL TAX 
DISTRICTS

There are several archaic 
laws that govern special 
purpose tax districts in 
Washington state which 
would most likely not even 
leave the ground in a current 
political debate. Many of 
these could have allowed 
Thomas to allegedly not 
hold an election for 30 

years and siphon taxpayer 
money into a personal bank 
account.

The King County Coun-
cil approved a measure to 
tackle several of these laws 
on May 15.

First, concerning public 
money, the King County 
Treasurer collects and 
distributes the taxes 
collected for special districts, 
but has little, if any, ability to 
withhold that money when 
it comes to district expenses.

“The assumption is it’s 
gone through [a] strict 
approval processes,” King 
County’s executive branch 
Communications Manager 
Cameron Satterfield said in 
an earlier interview. “It’s the 
responsibility of the district 
commissioners or their 
board or their delegated 
staff to make sure those 
payments are valid.”

It also appears the King 
County Auditor has no 
authority to review special 
purpose tax districts, 
only the state auditor, 
which comes with its own 
challenges.

According to the Wash-
ington State Auditor’s 
Office’s Director of Commu-
nications Kathleen Cooper, 
Drainage District 5 filed 
the district’s annual report 
on time for many years, 
which resulted in the state 
auditor only performing an 
“assessment audit,” which 
she described as a high-
level, but quick, look into the 
district’s financials.

“We’re what’s called 
‘post-auditors’ so we look 
at things that have already 
happened. We’re not a 
regulatory agency — we’re 
a reporting agency only,” 
Cooper said. “We don’t 
actually go in and look at 
every single penny that was 
spent.”

Things start to get really 
strange when it comes to 
election laws.

Under state law, special 
purpose tax districts with 
more than 500 residents 
can run their own elections 
independent of their coun-
ty’s election department, 

though an agreement must 
be struck up between the 
two.

Additionally, only 
land-owners in special 
purpose tax districts are able 
to vote. This means Chinook 
Apartments residents, who 
live in Drainage District 5, 
are unable to vote, unless 
they own land in the tax 
district.

Finally, if only one person 
files for a special purpose tax 
district commissioner seat, 
no elections are held — that 
person is automatically a 
commissioner.

The new county rules 
direct the King County Exec-
utive Office to perform a 
compliance review of elec-
tions, finance processes and 
procedures for each special 
district. This includes find-
ing out when the last elec-
tion was held and if there 
are any vacancies. It will 
additionally include how 
much tax or fee revenue was 
collected by each district in 
the past five years along with 
loan information and audit 
records.

There are more than 100 
special purpose tax districts 
in King County, but these 
new rules will only affect 
the seven districts that 
hold their own elections, 
rather than be a part of King 
County Elections and be on 
the regular voter ballot.

While this new measure 
does not give the county 
authority over these special 
districts, it can provide 
information to increase 
transparency.

For example, the cost for 
special elections — which 
do not appear on the regular 
county ballots — are gener-
ally funded by taxpayers 
in those districts. County 
staff said the average cost of 
an election for a drainage 
district for between 500 and 
1,000 property owners is 
around $4,000.

King County Elections 
Director Julie Wise has also 
said she wants to update 
legislation concerning 
special purpose tax district 
elections laws.
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Enumclaw Recycling Collection Event
June 1, 2019 • 10am - 5pm

Enumclaw Expo Center 
(45224 284th Ave SE in Enumclaw)

The Hazardous Wastemobile will visit Enumclaw on May 31, June 1, & 2 from 
10am to 5pm at the Enumclaw Expo Center. For more information about waste accept-
ed, volume restrictions, and other household hazardous waste disposal options 
visit www.hazwastehelp.org or call the Household Hazards Line, Monday 
to Friday 9 am to 4:30 pm except holidays at 206-296-4692 or 1-888-Toxiced 
(869-4233). Latex paint is no longer considered hazardous waste and the King 
County household hazardous waste facilities no longer accept it. Dry it out and 
put it in the garbage with the lid off.

Enumclaw has a FREE recycling location for computers, computers monitors,
laptops, and televisions. You may drop materials at Enumclaw Recyclers 
(2551 Cole St, Suite A in Enumclaw, 253-218-9248). Call for hours. Please note 
that computer peripherals such as keyboards, mice, and printers are not included 
in this program but will be accepted at the City Recycling Collection Event. 
Beware, it is always a good idea to delete or remove all personal information 
from any item you are recycling - better safe than sorry.

Enumclaw E-cycle Site

Resign
From Page 1

Dome
From Page 1

The mezzanine level 
of the museum 

allows for a 
gorgeous view of the 

vehicles on display. 
The museum hopes 

to utilize the second 
floor as vendor or 
catering space for 
special or private 

events. Photo by Ray 
Miller-Still



It has been a longstand-
ing tradition that motorists 
are free to travel Chinook 
Pass by the Memorial Day 
weekend, but best intentions 

sometimes doesn’t exactly 
align with reality.

� e past two seasons, 
for example, Department 
of Transportation crews 
were unable to get both 
Chinook and Cayuse passes 
cleared of snow, delaying 

the openings of state Route 
410 and 123. A year ago, the 
delay was largely due to road 
construction; two years ago, 
a late-winter snow storm 
caught crews by surprise.

Last year’s opening of 
both passes � nally arrived 

June 11, following a June 9 
Chinook opening a year 
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Pool receives 
$125K grant

Two things can be said about Enumclaw’s swim-
ming pool: it gets a lot of use and generates a lot of 
discussion.

� e aging facility, o�  cially called the Enumclaw 
Aquatic Center, has been the subject of professional 
examination, public comment and City Council 
consideration. � e bottom line is, money is needed to 
keep the facility operating at an adequate level.

� ere was some good news on that front last week, 
when King County Parks announced the swimming 
pool was earmarked for a $125,000 grant.

� e money will be used largely to make the aquatic 
center compliant with requirements of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act. Michelle Larson, director of 
Enumclaw’s Parks and Recreation Department, said 
work will be done to the parking lot, restrooms, drink-
ing fountains and other � xtures. In addition, she said, 
the grant will help improve the spectator seating area, 
where concrete is in need of repair.

� e grant money, which must be spent by the close 
of 2020, will be included with larger, more expensive 
projects headed the pool’s way, Larson explained. 
Also coming next year is replacement of the pool’s 
deck and liner, work being funded courtesy of a 
$258,000 state allocation. � at money was included in 
the capital budget recently passed by the Legislature.

� e county money stems from a competitive 
process and is part of the Youth and Amateur Sports 
Grants program. � e funding is an annual o� ering 
by the county and, this time around, saw 36 projects 
funded to the tune of $2.4 million. When the 2019 
grant cycle began, the county received more than 
200 applications seeking more than $13 million in 
support.

Larson said she and Kristin Munnel, aquatics super-
visor, submitted a letter of intent in January. In March, 
the county invited Enumclaw to enter the formal grant 
process and, on May 21, Larson was noti� ed of the 
$125,000 award.

Among the larger grant awards were $250,000 each 
for Little League � eld lighting in Federal Way and new 
turf for the � eld at Saghalie Park, also in Federal Way. 
Kent received $200,000 for a park playground and the 
same amount was allocated for lighting at Evergreen 
High in the Highline School District.

� e grant program is funded and sustained 
through a 1 percent car-rental tax authorized by the 
state Legislature in 1993. Funds can only be used for 

By Kevin Hanson
Senior Writer

Auditors say drainage official misused $413,000

A Washington State Auditor’s 
O�  ce investigation into Drain-
age District 5 appears to con� rm 
commissioner Allan � omas took 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 

from taxpayers for his and his 
wife’s personal use over the last 
eight years.

� e report, published May 22, 
2019, outlines the investigation, 
which began when the Enumclaw 
City Attorney called the Audi-
tor’s hotline about the potential 

misappropriation of public money 
back in November 2017.

“We reviewed the investigation 
� les, performed additional proce-
dures, and concluded a payment 
misappropriation totaling 
$413,323 occurred at the District 
between May 2012 and December 

2017,” the report reads. “We also 
found $66,035 in questionable 
transactions between May 2012 
and January 2019.”

A State Auditor’s O�  ce spokes-
person said at least 83 percent 
of the money this district had to 
spend was misappropriated.

“To get into six � gures is a signif-
icant amount of money for anyone 
to spend, but this isn’t just a large 
amount of money — it’s most of 
the money that this government 
had to spend,” said Adam Wilson, 

By Ray Miller-Still
Editor

Chinook, Cayuse passes now open

See STOLE, Page 7

See GRANT, Page 8

Elk on the Trail
A new art installation, Elk on the Trail, is being installed on the 
Foothills Trail just before the state Route 410 and SE 456th Street 
intersection. Currently, the nine life-sized elk are being welded by 
volunteers Thomas Moldt and Jared Thacker, not pictured, and the 
whole installation is expected to be up by mid-June. Above, Twyla 
Colvin, member of the Enumclaw Garden Club and chair of the 
committee responsible for the art project, helped lead a ribbon 
cutting May 19 when the � rst elk was put up, though it will also be 
removed for additional welding. Photos by Ray Miller-Still

See PASSES, Page 8

By Kevin Hanson
Senior Writer



the State Auditor’s deputy 
communications manager. 
“That’s really unusual.”

Drainage District 5, a 
special purpose taxing 
district that now represents 
about 600 people, was 
created in 1895 in order to 
maintain drainage ditches 
in Enumclaw’s northeastern 
corner to prevent flooding. 
Thomas was elected in 1988, 
but it appears no election 
has been held since, partly 
due to some obscure state 
laws surrounding how elec-
tions for special purpose tax 
districts.

The city of Enumclaw 
became interested in Drain-
age District 5 when it was 
researching storm water 
utility taxes in late 2017. 
When a public records 
request revealed Drain-
age District 5 was using a 
company to perform ditch 
maintenance that was listed 
as no longer in business 
as of the summer of 2013, 
and the supposed business 
address was the home of 
Allan’s mother-in-law, the 
city attorney filed a police 
report.

The report was finished in 
January 2019 and was sent 
to the King County Pros-
ecuting Attorney’s office. 
No charges have been filed 
as of yet because prosecu-
tors were waiting for the 
State Auditor to complete 
its investigation — now 
that this investigation is 
complete, “we will make a 
filing decision” in the next 
few weeks, a spokesman 
said.

According to the police 
and auditor report, Thomas 
helped his son Alex open 
A. Conservation Services 
in November 2010 in order 
to perform ditch main-
tenance. However, Alex 
told investigators he only 
performed two jobs in 
2012, and according to the 
Department of Revenue, the 
business was shuttered June 
2013.

Despite this, A. Conser-
vation Services received a 
total of about $413,000 from 
Drainage District 5 between 
2012 and 2019.

“A review of [A. Conser-
vation Services’] bank 
account activity showed 
that every time an invoice 
payment from the District 
was deposited into the busi-
ness account, [Thomas] and 
his wife (JoAnn) withdrew 
personal payments from 
that account adding up to 
almost the same amounts of 
the invoice payment, either 
the same day or within days 
after the funds were depos-
ited,” the auditor report 

reads.
Many of the withdrawals 

were “personal in nature,” 
the report continued, listing 
that more than $142,000 
was used to pay vendors 
who provided Thomas’ farm 
(Thomas Farms) with food 
for his livestock; another 
$115,000 was used to cover 
other farm business and 
costs; more than $71,000 
was withdrawn from the 
account using JoAnn’s 
name; another $3,000 was 
given to JoAnn in the form of 
checks; $48,000 was trans-
ferred from A. Conservation 
Services’ bank account to 
the Thomas’ personal joint 
bank account; $24,000 was 
used to pay for the Thomas’ 
property taxes; and $12,000 
was paid to Thomas himself 
in the form of checks.

An additional $66,000 
in other payments is being 
considered “question-
able” by the auditor, since 
“invoice descriptions of 
completed services lacked 
enough detail to understand 
the service area and how the 
amount billed was calcu-
lated,” the report reads.

For example, about 
$11,000 was paid between 
2013 and 2019 to a local 
sand and gravel company, 
but the auditor couldn’t 
determine if the supplies 
were for ditch maintenance 
or for Thomas Farms.

Between 2018 and 2019, 
about $55,000 was paid 
to a different business for 
drainage services, but the 
auditor again could not 
determine the scope of 
work performed or how 
costs were calculated, could 
not find the business being 
registered with the Secre-
tary of State, Department of 
Revenue, or the Department 
of Labor, and the owner of 
the business declined to 
be interviewed, despite an 
earlier agreement to do so.

Thomas told audit investi-
gators that “any time money 
was transferred out of the 
business bank account to 
their personal bank account 
or when [JoAnn] with-
drew cash, it was to pay 
for [Alex’s] bills or to give 
him cash,” the report reads, 
with Thomas adding that 
the checks made payable 

to Thomas Farms “were 
for rental equipment used 
by his son’s business for 
District service work.”

Investigators also inter-
viewed Kenneth Olson, 
another Drainage District 5 
commissioner. He said he 
had no involvement with 
the district’s finances and 
left it to the Thomas’.

In a third interview, 
Thomas’ son Alex said he 
never touched the money in 
his business’ bank account, 
that his step-mother JoAnn 
handled the account’s 
checkbook and created the 
business invoices, and “he 
[had] no idea where any of 
the money that was depos-
ited came from or how it 
was being used.”

The Washington State 
Auditor concluded that 
there were little to no 
safeguards in Drainage 
District 5’s processes to 
protect public money, and 
recommended the district 
recover the misappropri-
ated $413,000, the ques-
tionable $66,000, and the 
$24,000 it cost for auditors to 
investigate.

Both Thomas and Olson 
resigned from their posi-
tions in mid-May, before 
the auditor’s report was 
released.

The Thomas’ could not be 
contacted for comment.

WILL TAXPAYERS SEE 
RESTITUTION?

With Thomas having 
allegedly misappropriated 
$413,000 over eight years, 
that roughly pans out to him 
having taken more than 
$680 from each of the 600 
Drainage District 5 resi-
dents’ taxes.

Adding in the question-
able $66,000 would make 
that amount larger, and if 
this conspiracy dates back 
to before 2012 — which King 
County Councilman Reagan 
Dunn suspects — individ-
ual households could have 
been defrauded hundreds 
of dollars more.

But whether these people 
will receive any repara-
tions is still unknown, Dunn 
continued, and there are 
many steps before elected 
officials can begin to ponder 

that question.
First, according to Dunn, 

state law may have a statute 
of limitations that limits 
tax refunds to three years, 
meaning even if households 
get money back from Drain-
age District 5, it will likely be 
significantly less than what 
they were taxed.

Second, there are multi-
ple ways the restitution 
process can begin, but the 
starting gun hasn’t gone off 
for any of them.

“Normally, [Drainage 
District 5] would file a civil 
suit on their own accord 
against Mr. Thomas to 
begin the process,” Dunn 
said, adding that the district 
would first need to have 
commissioners in place 
before going this route.

Dunn said the state Attor-
ney General could also initi-
ate civil action, and the case 
has been referred to Bob 
Ferguson’s office.

“The other way to do it 
is… ask the judge, and the 
judge would agree, to order 
Mr. Thomas to repay the 
money. That might include 
a lien on his farm and land,” 
he continued. The King 
County Prosecuting Attor-
ney, the FBI, and the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for western 
Washington could all begin 
this criminal prosecution 

process.
Finally, Thomas could 

voluntarily repay the 
money.

“All of those are possi-
bilities, and I don’t know 
who is likely to strike 
first,” Dunn said. “But 
there’s no question that in 
time, Mr. Thomas will be 
held accountable for any 
monies that have been 
misappropriated.”

But repayment would first 
go back to Drainage District 
5, not to its residents, and 
the new commissioners 
would have to decide what 
to do with that money.

“You wouldn’t take new 
monies coming into the 
district that’s specifically 
designated for ditch clearing 
and repair and just give it 
back to the taxpayers. That 
wouldn’t be how it would 
work,” Dunn said. “Instead, 
we’d wait until some portion 
of restitution was paid in 
before it [is] paid out.”

Dunn said he would 
personally encourage new 
Drainage District 5 commis-
sioners to give its taxpayers 
a full three-years of repara-
tions, “but they may decide 
not to do it because they 
want to take that money and 
fix the ditches that haven’t 
been repaired for a long 
time.”

Dunn’s office sent out 
a May 13 letter to Drain-
age District 5 residents 
announcing that the 
district’s commissioner 
seats are vacant and new 
commissioners are being 
sought.

So far, Dunn is plan-
ning on appointing David 
Ballestrasse and Mark 
VanWieringen to two of the 
commissioner seats by May 
31. However, a third seat 
would remain vacant.

Those interested in the 
third commissioner position 
can contact Lisa LaBranche 
at Lisa.LaBrache@king-
county.gov or 206-477-0993.

Whoever is appointed to 
a commissioner seat will 
still have to run for re-elec-
tion, which is supposed to 
happen every even-year — 
the next election is sched-
uled for Feb. 4, 2020.

“Any voter of a special 
district may become a 
candidate, including the 
appointed commissioner, 
for such a position by filing 
written notice of this inten-
tion with the King County 
Elections office at least 
thirty, but not more than 
sixty, days before a special 
district general election,” 
Dunn’s letter reads.
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We Have
Moved
but just around the corner

Come see our new offi ce!

Our new address
1186 Myrtle Ave.

But we have the
Same phone, Same email

and the same great people!

Stole: Report found many of withdrawals were ‘personal in nature’
From Page 1

“(T)here’s no question that 
in time, Mr. Thomas will be 
held accountable for any 
monies that have been 
misappropriated.”

King County Councilman Reagan Dunn

www.courierherald.com



� e busiest three-day stretch 
of Enumclaw’s summer season is 
about to hit, with downtown gear-
ing up for the annual Street Fair 
and the Enumclaw Expo Center 
preparing to play host to the Scot-
tish Highland Games.

� e popular events overlap, 
providing the opportunity for an 
entertainment doubleheader. 
� e Street Fair operates Friday 
and Saturday, while the Highland 
Games attracts visitors Saturday 
and Sunday. Added to the mix 
is Sundays On Cole, the weekly 

downtown celebration that sees 
several blocks of Cole Street 
closed to tra�  c and given over to 
vendors and shoppers.

� e Street Fair is again spon-
sored by the Enumclaw Rotary 
Club and will operate from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. both days. Cole 
Street will be � lled between 
Stevenson and Marshall Avenues, 
with Gri�  n Avenue remaining 
open for tra�  c. Additionally, 
some of Initial Avenue will be 
involved in the Street Fair, as will a 
portion of Myrtle Avenue.

Event coordinator Jill Carlson 

Primary election ballots have 
been mailed, voters’ pamphlets 
are in hand and citizens are now 
called to do their civic duty.

Across both King and Pierce 
counties it’s primary season, the 
time of year when races with 
multiple candidates are whittled 
down to a pair of � nalists.

� is time around, that doesn’t 
mean a lot to Plateau voters. � ere 
are only a couple of races featur-
ing more than two candidates. 
Where only a pair � led for elec-
tion, both automatically advance 
to November’s general election.

After � lling out their limited 
primary ballots, voters can return 
them by traditional mail (no 

An early-morning FBI raid of 
Allan � omas’ home is the latest 
update regarding the investiga-
tions into King County Drainage 
District 5 and allegations of public 
corruption.

Witnesses reported the Enum-
claw Police Department helped 
federal investigators block o�  state 
Route 410 near the Gri�  n Avenue 
intersection at around 6 a.m. on 
Friday, July 19, before FBI o�  cials 
spent several hours removing items 
from the residence.

Allan � omas is being inves-
tigated for allegedly stealing at 
least $413,000 from roughly 600 
taxpayers who reside in Drain-
age District 5, a special purpose 
tax district formed in 1895 and 
charged with maintaining approxi-
mately 18 miles of drainage ditches 

in the north-eastern portion of 
Enumclaw.

� omas was elected to the 
three-person board of commis-
sioners of Drainage District 5 in 
1988, although few — if any — elec-
tions have been held since then, 
as he allegedly skirted Washington 
state law regarding special purpose 
tax district elections.

� e city of Enumclaw began an 
investigation into � omas late 2017 
after o�  cials realized the company 
he supposedly hired to perform 
ditch maintenance — A. Conser-
vation Services — was registered 
to an unoccupied home owned by 
� omas.

� e investigation revealed that A. 
Conservation Services was formed 
and operated by � omas’ son 
Alex, and folded in 2013 after two 
jobs. However, � omas continued 
sending invoices from the busi-
ness to the King County Treasury 

Department through 2017.
A Washington State Auditor’s 

O�  ce report, published late May, 
appeared to con� rm � omas 
misappropriated $413,000, and 
that an additional $66,035 in tax 
revenue was used in “questionable 
transactions” between May 2012 
and January 2019.

Before the report was published, 
� omas and the other Drain-
age District 5 commissioner had 
resigned, with both saying it was in 
the “best interests” of the district. 
� e commissioners of two other 
drainage districts, District 6 and 
13, also resigned, even though they 
were not under investigation.

After a short nomination period, 
three new commissioners for each 
drainage district were sworn in on 
July 10, but there was little news 
regarding possible charges against 
� omas.

During a June 25 town hall 

meeting, Dunn told Enumclaw 
and unincorporated King County 
residents that the King County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s o�  ce 
would make a decision regarding 
charging � omas in the next two 

weeks, but the uno�  cial dead-
line came and went with no new 
announcements.

Dunn, frustrated, contacted 
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FBI execute search warrant in public corruption case

Weekend packed with Street 
Fair, Highland Games 

By Kevin Hanson
Senior Writer

PHOTO BY RAY MILLER-STILL
FBI of� cials appear to have damaged the door of Allan Thomas’ house 
when they executed a federal search warrant early Friday, July 19.

Primary ballots are out
By Kevin Hanson

Senior Writer

By Ray Miller-Still
Editor

The King County Fair concluded a four-day run 
Sunday, blessed with sunny skies and warm 
temperatures. Among the attractions were 
return appearances by the Wenatchee Youth 
Circus and Pirates of the Plateau. And, or 
course, there were plenty of rides. Photos by 
Kevin Hanson

Come one, come 
all, to the King 
County Fair!



expects at least 80 vendors will be 
on hand, highlighting everything 
from home improvement and 
healthcare to noxious weeds and 
cosmetics.

On the food-and-beverage side 
of things, vendors will be whipping 
up burgers and hot dogs, kettle-
corn, desserts, snow cones and 
Mexican specialties.

For the 21-and-older visitors to 
the Street Fair, local vendors will be 
setting up both a beer garden and 
wine garden. Conveniently, both 
will be near the stage.

Live entertainment is always 
a part of Street Fair and this year 
is no different. Friday’s schedule 
includes Music Store and Camp 
Commotion at 10 a.m., Ellie 
Schmidt from noon to 1 p.m., the 
Dan Farr Band from 2 to 3, Dance it 
Up at 3:30, Sugar High Band at 4:30 
and Chicken Wire playing from 6 
to 8 p.m.

Saturday’s entertainment sched-
ule starts with Magic Strings at 10 
a.m. and a storytime session hosted 
by the Enumclaw library from 11 
to noon. Then it’s Peak Gymnas-
tics taking the state at 1 p.m., 
Tom Taylor at 2, Dance it Up at 3 

and Steel Grit from 4 to 5:30. The 
Camouflage Cowboys will close the 
Street Fair by performing from 6 to 
8 p.m.

Back again is the Kid Zone, 
providing family fun, especially for 
the younger set. Much of the Zone 
will be free, with fees for some of 
the attractions.

Two events adding additional 
interest to Street Fair are a 3-on-3 
basketball tournament and 5K run/
walk.

The fourth annual hoop tourney 
will take place in the parking lot 
between Cole and Railroad streets, 
beginning at 11 a.m. The one-day 
tournament has multiple divisions 
for men, women, families, busi-
nesses and kids.

The entry deadline had been 
extended to Tuesday, July 23.

For tourney details, visit: https://
content.molenorthodontics.com/
enumclaw3x3.

The 5K begins and finishes at 
the corner of Railroad Street and 
Myrtle Avenue, next to the library. 
Things get rolling with a Kids Dash 
at 8:45 a.m., following by the main 
event at 9.

The early-registration period 
has passed, but racers can sign up 
until the morning of the event. For 
all details, including a registration 
link, visit: enumclawstreetfair.com/
index.php/5k-race.

SCOTTISH HIGHLAND 
GAMES

The Pacific Northwest Scot-
tish Highland Games and Clan 
Gathering officially kicks off Friday 
evening, but really opens its gates 
to the general public Saturday and 
Sunday mornings.

This year marks the 73rd annual 
Highland Games and the associa-
tion’s 33rd year in Enumclaw.

These Highland Games, hosted 
by the Seattle Scottish High-
land Games Association, are the 
sixth-oldest in the United States 
and the largest in Washington state. 
Attendance is known to top 20,000 
visitors.

An annual highlight is the mass-
ing of the pipe and drum bands 
and the parade of the clans, which 
takes place both Saturday and 
Sunday.

The Highland Games include the 
North American Scottish Athletics 
Championship, U.S. West Coast 
Drum Corps Championship, 
individual pipers and drummers, 
colorful pipe bands and competi-
tion among Highland dancers. Visi-
tors can sample a wide variety of 
Scottish foods, take a stroll through 
the clan tents and delve into Scot-
tish ancestry, wind through a hall 
filled with Celtic vendors, visit the 
Scottish farm featuring shaggy 

Highland Cattle and the 
kennel to enjoy Celtic 
dog breeds at work and 
at play. Some guests 
have been known to 
enjoy a Scottish-style ale 
at a beer garden.

Musical acts perform 
on five stages through-
out the grounds, offer-
ing everything from 
quiet strings and ballad-
eers to raucous reels 
and electric guitars.

A different type 
of entertainment is 
provided by the Seattle 
Knights, a theatrical 
troupe whole specialty 
is billed as “medieval 
fantasy.” For the Games, 
performers likely will 
swap armor and horses 
for kilts and comedy.

As always, male and 
female athletes will 
compete in traditional 
Celtic events like the 
caber toss and sheaf 
toss.

Tickets are $20 
for adults per day or a 
two-day pass is available for $30. 
Senior citizens and children can 
get a daily pass for $15 or a two-day 
admission for $20; kids younger 
than 5 are admitted free. Tickets 

can be purchased online (there’s a 
fee) or at the gate. Also, be prepared 
to pay for parking at the Expo 
Center.

For information call 206-522-
2541 or visit www.sshga.org.

King County Prosecutor Dan 
Satterberg on July 17 and 
asked for an update.

“A little over three weeks 
ago, I asked you about the 
status of this investiga-
tion and the timing of the 
charges. You indicated that 
you expected your office to 
take action within the next 
two weeks… it’s now more 
than three weeks later and 
no charging action has been 
taken by your office. Would 
you be kind enough to share 
your latest thinking on the 
matter?” Dunn wrote. “I 
believe the public requires 
assurances that there will be 
prosecution action taken, 
in what appears to be a 
significant public corruption 

matter.”
Satterberg replied with an 

email a day later.
“The [U.S. Attorney’s 

Office] wants to file this case. 
We are coordinating with 
them,” he wrote. “[U.S. Attor-
ney] Brian Moran is aware 
of it and knows we want to 
move quickly, but Federal 
prosecutors work at their 
own pace.”

According to U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office Communi-
cations Director Emily 
Langlie, these sorts of public 
corruption cases tend to be 
handled by federal prosecu-
tors, since they have more 
experience in these sorts of 
cases.

“We work closely with 
state and tribal prosecutors 
to determine which cases 
are appropriate for federal 
prosecution,” Langlie wrote.

stamp needed) or take them 
to a drop box. In Enumc-
law, there’s a box in front of 
the public library; in Pierce 
County, there are drop 
boxes in Buckley, Wilkeson 
and South Prairie.

Drop boxes are already 
open and will accept ballots 
until 8 p.m. on Election Day, 
Aug. 6.

If putting ballots in the 
mail, they must be post-
marked by Aug. 6. It is gener-
ally suggested that ballots be 
put in the mail by the Friday 
prior to the election.

A ballot measure limited 
to King County voters – but 
having significance on both 
sides of the White River – is 
Proposition 1. Billed as a 

“Parks, Recreation, Trails 
and Open Space Levy” it 
would, if passed, extend an 
existing levy for six more 
years. The measure would 
generate more than $700 
million during its six-year 
lifespan and help fund proj-
ects throughout the county.

In Enumclaw, passage 
of the levy would assure a 
link between sections of 
the Foothills Trail in both 
King and Pierce counties. A 
bridge that would span the 
White River and complete 
a 21-mile ribbon of trail 
would be funded if Prop 1 is 
approved.

When it comes to races 
in local jurisdictions, there’s 
not a lot to be decided as 
only two need whittling.

• In Carbonado, one 
hopeful will be trimmed 
from the field seeking the 
Position 5 seat on the Town 

Council. In the running 
are PJ Salvati, Magdalen 
(Maggie) Emry and Terry 
Carter.

• For the Enumclaw Fire 
Department, four candi-
dates are on the ballot 
seeking the Position 3 post. 
Voters will advance two 
finalists from the field of 
Paul Fisher, Brian Sierzega, 
Eric Heintzinger and Joseph 
Wicklander.

OTHER ELECTION 
ITEMS

The State Legislature 
passed a number of bills 
during the 2018 and 2019 
sessions that changed dates 
and deadlines for registra-
tion and voting.

The following changes 
have been noted by Pierce 
County Auditor Julie Ander-
son. Those changes include:

• Pre-paid postage: Every 
ballot will now come with a 
pre-paid ballot-return enve-
lope so voters will no longer 
have to search for a stamp.

• Online voter registra-
tion: for the Aug. 6 primary, 
eligible residents have until 
Monday, July 29, to register 
online at www.VoteWA.gov 
or by mail. They’ll also have 
until Monday, Oct. 28, to 
register online for the Nov. 5 
general election. After those 
dates, eligible residents will 
have to register in person at 
their county elections office.

• Same-day registration: 
If potential voters can’t get 
registered online or by mail 
before the deadline, they 
can visit their county elec-
tions office in person before 
8 p.m. on Aug. 6 to vote in 
the Primary, and Nov. 5 to 
vote in the general election.
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A highlight of the Highland Games are 
traditional tests of strength and skill. In this 
photo from last year’s Games, an athlete 
competes in the caber toss. File photo by Ray 
Miller-Still

It’s Camping Season!
The City of Enumclaw has requirements

for Recreational Vehicle, boat and 
trailer parking.

EMC 19.14.040(A)(2)(a) -Recreational vehicles, 
boat trailers, and all other vehicles not in daily use 
may be parked in the required front yard for no 
more than 48 consecutive hours, and may be 
parked in the required rear yard without time limit.

Please call us with any questions about
theserequirements. 360-825-3593
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