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Comprehensive Coverage, Multiple Writers  
 
Judges,  
 
In early February of this year, as the Puget Sound region was ravaged by record-breaking rain waters 
that brought an onslaught of heavy floods, a particularly familiar flood was arising its head in the 
Nisqually Valley again.  
 
On Feb. 6, with less than 24 hours notice, residents on the lower Nisqually River delta were urged by 
Thurston County government to evacuate after it was noted that Tacoma Power, a utility that operates 
a pair of hydro-electric dams up the river, would be increasing the water flow more than three times its 
usual flow due to the rainy season.  
 
The increased water flows and flood was expecting to hit the area at about 4 p.m. that day. At 10 a.m., 
our small newsroom of 3 got to work, first by establishing a page online for readers to keep informed: 
http://www.yelmonline.com/article_83879efa-490d-11ea-a6f6-e3270b7cb94c.html.  
 
What resulted is the following: Dozens of structures damaged, no loss of life, questions brought up by 
a similar flood in 1996, and a federal investigation being launched against the public utility.  
 
My colleague, Paul Dunn, and I spent nearly 30 collective hours on and around the site in the days and 
months after the flood, detailing the lives of people and the political context of the situation that 
resulted in a dozen stories.  
 
Most of our coverage includes one of our most recent stories on the FERC investigation, as well.  
 
The stories are as follows: 
• Everything Went to Hell: “Rising River Prompted Exodus” (Feb. 13-A1,A9); 
• An Evacuee's Story: Nisqually Delta Woman Hopes for the Best (Feb. 13, A 8); 
• Tacoma Power Official Says Dams Likely Prevented More Severe Flooding (Feb 27, A7); 
• The Loss Is Immense': Nisqually Delta Residents Face Long Recovery (Mar 12, A1,A10); 
• Federal Energy Agency Opens Inquire into Tacoma Power Over February Nisqually Flood (April 
23). 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
-Eric Rosane, Assistant Editor. 
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Red Cross Volunteer 
Says ‘Be Prepared’
A8

Nisqually Flood Evacuee 
Hopes for the Best

A8

BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

It was a worst-case scenario 
for Darlene “Kaye” Ginter, her 
15 chickens and her 9-year-old 
pitbull mix named Lacey. 

The 64-year-old Nisqually 
woman woke up Thursday 
morning, Feb. 6, to a distressing 
sight. The Nisqually River had 
fl ooded a good majority of her 
street, 6th Avenue, and was well 
within 500 feet from the door-
step of her rambler. 

At around noon, deputies 
with the Thurston County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce began going door-
to-door notifying residents of a 
level 3 evacuation, with the river 
just a stone’s throw away from 
her house. 

Ginter’s daughter and broth-
er began packing up her most 
prized belongings into a red 
Nissan pickup and her Chrysler 
PT Cruiser. 

She didn’t know where she’d 

BY PAUL DUNN
Nisqually Valley News

Kit Potts had a choice: his 
sons or his tools.

Sounds like an easy one, 
doesn’t it? But when you’ve ac-
cumulated thousands of dollars 
worth of power equipment and 

other implements for your shop 
over the years it gives a man 
pause to think.

But not for long.
It was about 11:15 a.m. on 

Thursday, Feb. 6., at Potts’ 
home on 6th Avenue S.E. in the 
Nisqually Valley. Rain was fall-
ing, turning dirt to mud in the 

yard around his approximately 
3,000-square-foot workshop 
when within seconds the water 
that had begun to cover his feet 
suddenly rushed in like a “mini-
tsunami.” As far as Potts could 
tell, a small levee in back of his 
property broke and began the 
deluge even before the Nisqually 

River — which lies about 400 
feet farther from his property — 
broke its banks.

“Within seconds the water 
was up to mid-thigh,” Potts, 57, 
recalled on Monday, Feb. 10, as 
he and his sons began cleaning 

BY ERIC SCHWARTZ 
eschwartz@yelmonline.com 

A 42-year-old Thurston Coun-
ty woman remains jailed with 
bail set at $750,000 after her ar-

rest Wednesday on suspicion of 
second-degree murder follow-
ing the death of her 3-month-old 
daughter.

Erin Elizabeth Hammonds ap-
peared in Thurston County Supe-

rior Court Thursday where pros-
ecutors asked for bail to be set at 
$1 million based on her criminal 
history, which includes 13 in-
stances when she failed to appear 
for hearings. 

Commissioner Rebekah Zinn 
presided over the hearing, fi nd-
ing there was probable cause to 
charge Hammonds and setting her 
bail at $750,000.

Detectives were called to the 

1800 block of Carpenter Road 
Southeast on Tuesday, Jan. 28, af-
ter Hammonds said she had found 
the girl deceased in bed.

Thurston County Mother Accused of Killing Infant

■ SEE INFANT, PAGE A10 

‘Everything Went to Hell’ 
Nisqually Residents Count � eir Losses A� er Flooding

Paul Dunn / Nisqually Valley News

Kit Potts, left, and his son David use a small hose and a pushbroom Monday, Feb. 10., to try and push the mud on Kit's Nisqually Valley 
property to one side so they can access their shop in back and clear a safe place to walk.

■ SEE WATER, PAGE A10 

Rising River Prompted Exodus 
of Residents on Nisqually Delta

■ SEE EXODUS, PAGE A9 

Residents of Riverside Manor Apartments stand near the Nisqually 
River Thursday afternoon during a major flood that evacuated 
hundreds of people from the area.

By Nisqually Valley News Staff

Area rivers have shrunken 
back into their banks, but satu-
rated soil, particularly in the area 
of Mount Rainier National Park, 
was continuing to lead to mud-
slides and washed out roads ear-
lier this week. 

The National Park Service 
reported last weekend that satu-
rated soil from weeks of heavy 
rain led to mudslides damaging 
roads outside Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park, including state Route 
706, resulting in the closure of all 
roads leading into the park. 

State Route 706 near the park 
is closed due to a landslide, ac-
cording to a post on social media 
from the Washington State De-
partment of Transportation. 

“A WSDOT geotechnical en-
gineer found an extremely unsta-
ble slope above SR 706,” the post 
reads. “The continuing slide re-
mains too dangerous to remove. 
Water is still actively fl owing 
across the highway. The highway 
has hundreds of yards of debris 
that is at least several feet deep.”

The park’s main Nisqually 
entrance road has also reportedly 
likely sustained damage near 
Sunshine point, where a fl ood 
washed out the road in 2006.  

Access to the Carbon Riv-
er area is also blocked due to 
a washout, state Route 410 is 
blocked by four mudslides and 

Mount 
Rainier 
Area Hit 
With 
Mudslides, 
Flooding 

■ SEE RAINIER, PAGE A9 



go. Maybe she’d go stay with her 
son, she thought. But she knew 
she couldn’t stay home. 

“This is my home. I’ve seen 
some of my neighbors start pack-
ing up and going, and they’ve 
probably lived here longer than I 
have,” the resident of eight years 
told the Nisqually Valley News. 
“There’s nothing I can do.” 

Thurston County Emergency 
Management issued a level 3 
evacuation notice for residents 
living around the Nisqually Delta 
early Thursday morning follow-
ing a decision by Tacoma Power 
to increase fl ow on the Nisqually 
River from LaGrande Dam due to 
heavy mountain rain. 

As the river raged and rain 
fell, large numbers of residents 
living by the river packed what 
they could into SUVs, cars, trail-
ers and even moving trucks.

Tacoma Power increased the 
fl ow from the dam to 17,000 cubic 
feet per second by 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, according to a notice issued 
by Thurston County Emergency 
Management, prompting a call for 
residents around Nisqually Cut 
Off Road SE to evacuate the area 
by 4 p.m.

An estimated 700 to 1,000 
people were expected to be im-
pacted by the fl ood, according to 
a Thurston County press release.

In the early morning hours of 
Thursday, the Nisqually River en-
tered into a minor fl ooding stage, 
according to the National Weather 
Service. The sudden infl ux of wa-
ter infl uenced some comparisons 
by residents of the 1996 fl oods. 

The evacuation notice was 
lifted early Sunday, Feb. 9. Many 
residents living along the lower 
Nisqually River came home to 
their homes and property severely 
impacted by the fl ood’s waters. 
They’ve been asked to boil their 
water out of fears of contamination. 

Larry Attwood, 83, and Jae 
W. Lee, 74, stood outside near the 

Riverside Manor Apartments as 
large trees fl oated by Thursday 
afternoon.  

Attwood has lived at his resi-
dence near the river since 1966. 
Lee, who owns apartments near-
by, and Attwood said they weren’t 
worried about fl ooding too much 
this go around. 

“We’re used to it. It’ll dry out, 
right?” Attwood said with a grin. 
“It gives us something to look at.” 

Sandbags were stacked in a 
neat row, about 3 feet high, around 
the area near the apartments. A 
couple dozen residents watched 
as large trees periodically fl oated 
by on the river.

“I live in a house just up the 
hill. I’m out of the way,” said 
Emilio Corrado, 22, one of the 
onlookers. “The (logs) just keep 
coming. There’s whole trees — 
roots and all — that come down 
every fi ve, 10 minutes. I’ve lived 
down here my whole life. I’ve 
been fi shing down here since I 
was little. Defi nitely the highest 
I’ve seen it.” 

Dennis Lohrengel, 74, of Yelm, 
came down to the delta to help one 
of his friends evacuate. He said he’s 
been watching the river over the last 
couple of days and said the fl ow re-
ally began to escalate Wednesday 
going into Thursday. 

“Today’s the worst I’ve seen 
it,” he said, pointing to the Sixth 
Avenue access site. “I was parked 
at the handicap where the railing 
is a day ago and the water was 
right at the bottom of the railing. 
Today, it’s over the railing and 
probably 15 to 20 feet deep now.” 

Lohrengel said the situation 
was very concerning for nearby 
residents, especially those whose 
houses have been fl ooded. 

A temporary shelter opened 

up for residents affected by the 
fl ood at Camp Gwinwood. The 
camp, established at 6015 30th 
Ave. SE in Lacey, was opened by 
the American Red Cross at 4 p.m. 
on Thursday. 

North of Yelm, at Nisqually 
Pines, residents along the 
Nisqually River on Holly Street 
and Briar Street watched as the 
river roared. 

Residents along the river liv-
ing within the homeowners asso-

ciation were warned by the coun-
ty to keep a watchful eye on the 
river and be prepared to evacuate 
at a moment’s notice. 

Carrie Baldwin, 43, a resident 
on Holly Street, said she was in 
the process of moving to a new 
residence when she learned the 
news of the river fl ooding. 

“We’re so high up, but I’m just 
worried about how fast it's going. 
I’ve seen trees fl oating down,” 
Baldwin said. 

She said she’s seen some 
neighbors come and go, but no-
body’s in a hurry to evacuate. 
As of Thursday afternoon, there 
were no orders for residents to 
evacuate. 

Holding her 2-year-old daugh-
ter, Orion Bigby, by the river, she 
took a Facetime call from her 
husband. 

“Do you see this? It’s almost 
triple in size,” she said, pointing 
the front-facing camera to the 
river. 

Baldwin admits the fl ood 
scare has given her a sense of ur-
gency.

“I’m revving it up. I’m go-
ing to go to rent a U-Haul truck. 
We’re supposed to be moved out 
by Saturday,” she added. 

the Fairfax Forest Reserve Road 
will need a “long-term closure,” 
according to the park service. 

There is also no access to Par-
adise or the Longmire Historic 
Landmark District, according to 
the NPS. 

“Park staff are working 
around-the-clock, and in close 
partnership with the Rainier 
Guest Services team and state 
and local offi cials to protect life, 
health, and safety of residents, 
visitors, and employees fi rst- and 
protecting critical infrastructure 
related to our nationally-signif-
icant buildings and roads, sec-
ond,” said Deputy Superintendent 
Tracy Swartout, in a news release.

Park service staff on Satur-
day cleared an emergency access 
route to evacuate guests at the 
National Park Inn and staff mem-
bers from Longmire. 

On Friday and Saturday, Park 
Service staff worked with Pierce 
County crews to support to vol-
untary evacuation of Ashford, the 
NPS reported. 

Flooding over the weekend 
threatened historic structures as 
well as roads, the park service 
reported. 

“Continued fl ooding within 

park boundaries is causing dam-
age to roads, trails and historic 
structures including the National 
Park Inn and other nationally-
signifi cant buildings within the 
Longmire National Historic 
Landmark District. Several 
buildings in Longmire have lost 
critical systems as sump pumps 
have been unable to keep up with 
water intrusion,” according to an 
NPS news release. 
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RAINIER: 
Continued From Page A1

A landslide covers a portion of state Route 706 near the entrance to 
Mount Rainier National Park in this photo provided by the WSDOT. 

EXODUS: 
Continued From Page A1

Larry Attwood, 83, left, and Jae W Lee, 74, watch trees float down the Nisqually River on Thursday. 
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Marliese Hall 
Was One of 
700 to 1,000 
People Impacted 
by Evacuation 
Advisory 
Following 
Tacoma Power’s 
Release of Water 
From LaGrande 
Dam
BY PAUL DUNN
Nisqually Valley News

It’s 6 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 6.
All is quiet on Riverside 

Drive in the Nisqually Valley — 
except, that is, for the comfort-
ing patter of rain the wintertime 
Delta knows so well. 

But listen closely … there’s 
another sound — and it’s not so 
tranquil. As darkness shrouds 
the neighborhood, a distinct 
rhythmic lapping beats against a 
nearby home’s fence.

Inside the home — a former 
garage converted into a one-
bedroom apartment — Marliese 
Hall has vowed she’ll stay put. 
No evacuation for her ...

But there’s a catch: Unusually 
persistent downpours over the 
past month and Tacoma Power’s 
release of water from the hydro-
electric LaGrande Dam on the 
Nisqually River has threatened 
to turn her yard into a swimming 
pool that could eventually inun-
date her apartment. Water, in 

fact, is cascading down her street 
from both directions, effectively 
closing off the whole area.

By Thursday afternoon, Hall 
had been one of an estimated 
700 to 1,000 residents who were 
advised to evacuate, but she was 
stubborn and reluctant.

“I wanted to stay in my 
home,” Hall, 74, said, “but my 
daughter had other ideas.”

By the time said daughter 
Lisa McDaniels arrived at her 
mom’s apartment Thursday eve-
ning from her home in Tenino, 
she was in no mood to hear ex-
cuses.

“My daughter said, ‘You’re 
not staying here, and we’re not 

going to be worrying about hav-
ing to get you out of here when 
it’s too late.’” 

So taking those wise words 
to heart, Hall left her two cats 
atop the refrigerator where they 
had meandered — along with 
their food — jumped in her car 
and hightailed it out of the apart-
ment. 

“I had to drive through wa-
ter that was coming down from 
both ends of the street to get out 
of here,” she said. “And I knew 
I wouldn’t be able to get back 
in once I left because the whole 
area would be closed off.”

And that was that. She spent 
Thursday night in a Dupont ho-

tel for $140, hoping against hope 
she’d be able to return home by 
the next night or find another 
place less expensive. Staying 
with her daughter was out of the 
question; Hall’s extended family 
who live with her — and her two 
dogs — wouldn’t have fit into 
her daughter’s home, so it was a 
hotel or nothing Thursday night. 

And that’s how she ended 
up at the Thurston County 
Emergency Management/Red 
Cross shelter Friday afternoon 
— which had hosted only two 
people Thursday night but was 
braced for more if the rain con-
tinued, a Red Cross volunteer 
said. 

Hall wouldn’t be one of them. 
Her dogs, she discovered, 

wouldn’t be able to accompany 
her unless they were restrained 
— and she figured they’d howl 
the night away locked in kennels. 
So she found a cheaper hotel Fri-
day night — $75 this time — and 
hoped it would be her last.

Hall, who was born in 
Mannheim, Germany, and im-
migrated to the United States 
in 1962, said she hadn’t experi-
enced flooding of this magnitude 
in the seven years she’s lived on 
Riverside Drive. She didn’t seem 
bowed by it all, though. 

Makes sense when you real-
ize she has battled breast and 
bladder cancers in the past year 
— and an unrelated stomach in-
fection three years ago that she 
said had put on life support. So 
... a little water probably wasn’t 
going to faze a brave woman 
who’d been through so much — 
and had had the energy before 
she retired to own both a secu-
rity company and a restaurant.

“I hope for the best that my 
home will stay dry, and I’ll clean 
up what needs to be cleaned up 
when I get back to my house,” 
Hall said matter of factly. “It 
doesn’t do any good to frown. 
You just take it as it goes and do 
what you can.”

Thurston County Emergency 
Management’s evacuation advi-
sory remained in effect Friday 
night as Tacoma Power reduced 
the flow on Friday from the La 
Grande Dam from 15,000 to 
11,000 cubic feet of water per 
second. Floodwater began to 
recede at about 9 p.m. Friday 
night, though the evacuation ad-
visory lasted until Sunday, Feb. 
9. The Red Cross shelter at the 
Gwinwood Camp and Confer-
ence Center in Lacey was set to 
remain open until residents were 
able to return to their homes.

An Evacuee’s Story: Nisqually Delta Woman 
Hopes for the Best After Fleeing Floodwaters

Paul Dunn / Nisqually Valley News

Marliese Hall, 74, evacuated her home in the Nisqually Valley Thursday night as floodwaters lapped at 
the fence that surrounds her one-bedroom garage-apartment. Friday morning she visited the Red Cross 
shelter at Gwinwood Camp and Conference Center in Lacey to inquire about overnight accomodations, 
but decided to forego that option because her dogs — the one pictured a blue heeler named “Blue Boy” 
— would not have been allowed to be in the shelter unrestrained.

Onalaska 
Resident 
Malcolm 
Hanrahan says 
There’s No Such 
Thing as ‘Little 
Disasters’
BY PAUL DUNN
Nisqually Valley News

There’s no such thing as a “lit-
tle” disaster.

Just ask Onalaska resident 
Malcolm Hanrahan, who’s seen 
just about everything in his 20 
years as a Red Cross volunteer: 
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, 
mudslides — you name it, and it’s 
been on his radar. 

But it’s the less sensational 
catastrophes that most tug at his 
heartstrings — the individual in-
stances of unimaginable suffering 
that often fail to garner the world’s 
attention as, say, a Hurricane Ka-
trina might.

“The little disasters are huge 
disasters for the people affected 
by them,” the 68-year-old said. 
“Home fires are probably the 
worst for me. People are left with 
nothing, and they have no resourc-
es but the Red Cross. It’s especial-
ly devastating when people die or 
lose their animals.”

This time around, Hanrahan 
— a semi-retired forest steward 
and former commercial fisherman 
— was overseeing six or so other 
Red Cross volunteers last week as 
shelter supervisor at the Grinwood 
Camp and Conference Center in 

Lacey. 
Sustained downpours over 

the past month and discharge of 
water from LaGrande Dam on 
the Nisqually River flooded the 
Nisqually Delta, forcing some res-
idents to flee as their streets and 
homes filled with water.

Though Hanrahan and his 
Red Cross compatriots had little 
company during their Grinwood 
deployment — most flood victims 
apparently able to find other ac-
commodations besides those at 
the camp — they shared welcom-
ing smiles and empathetic concern 
with those who visited the shelter 
seeking information.

“It’s (the camp) not their first 
choice as a shelter unless there’s 

something major going on,” 
Hanrahan said. “Usually they are 
able to stay with family.”

For those who did wish to stay 
at the shelter, Hanrahan and his 
staff followed strict guidelines 
regarding anonymity, requiring 
newspaper reporters, for instance, 
to go outside the shelter as flood 
victims were interviewed.

And perhaps in the forefront 
of Hanrahan’s mind as he spoke 
with flood victims, and recalled 
some of his other Red Cross de-
ployments — among them Hur-
ricane Sandy in 2012, the Oso, 
Washington landslide in 2014, and 
Lewis County flooding in Novem-
ber 2006 — were these words he 
stresses more than any others: “Be 
prepared — in big, red capital let-

ters. You never know what’s going 
to happen.”

And that’s just what he was 
thinking on Thursday, Feb. 6, as 
the Nisqually Delta flooded, more 
rain appeared to be on the way, 
and Tacoma Power considered 
discharging more water from the 
LaGrande Dam.

“This is just a lull,” he said, 
looking outside as a light drizzle 
fell. “The high water is still out 
there, a lot of water is in the soil, 
and landslides are possible. This 
type of flooding seems to happen 
about every 10 years.”

Years, as in age, also occu-
pied Hanrahan’s thoughts as he 
sat at his post inside the shelter 
Thursday. He and his Red Cross 

staff didn’t seem to be getting any 
younger, he lamented.

“Right now, we’re kind of the 
‘Gray Cross.’” he laughed, look-
ing around at his co-workers. “We 
need younger people to volunteer.”

In the meantime, though, 
Hanrahan’s still enjoying every 
minute of his Red Cross experi-
ence — and the gratitude that 
naturally accompanies it.

“It’s really satisfying giving 
back to the community, and the 
people we help appreciate it,” he 
said. “Everyone helps each other 
— especially in the big disasters 
— and it’s kind of nice.”

It’s not uncommon, moreover, 
for people who haven’t benefited 
directly from the Red Cross to of-
fer congratulations, too.

“We’ll be deployed somewhere 
and happen to be in a restaurant 
for a meal, and people will notice 
we’re from the Red Cross and pay 
for our meals. ‘Thank you,’ they’ll 
say. ‘This one’s on us.’”

Congratulations, in a sense, 
also come from Hanrahan’s shel-
ter co-workers.

Liz Schroeder, 74, was work-
ing Thursday as a disaster services 
associate under Hanrahan’s super-
vision. The Winlock resident had 
spent 31 years volunteering for the 
Red Cross and enjoyed working 
alongside her slightly younger ad-
ministrator.

“Malcolm’s a friendly fellow, 
and he knows what he’s supposed 
to be doing,” she said.

There’s no such thing, after 
all, as a “little” competence when 
you’re helping people in need.

By Sunday, Feb. 9, floodwaters 
in the Nisqually Valley had reced-
ed enough to allow some evacu-
ated residents to return home, 
and most roads in the area had 
reopened by Saturday.

‘Be Prepared’: Nisqually River Flooding Just 
the Latest Stop for Red Cross Volunteer

Malcolm Hanrahan, 68, supervisor at the Red Cross shelter at Gwinwood Camp and Conference Center 
in Lacey, reviews a client’s casework Friday afternoon with disaster services associate Liz Schroeder, 
74.



Nisqually 
Flooding 
Was ‘Highest 
Discharge We’ve 
Had In 20 Years,’ 
Staff Say; County 
Officials Have 
Called Tacoma 
Power’s Release 
of Water Into 
Question
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

Todd Lloyd thumbs through 
a scrapbook of photos showing 
flood damage from the 1996 flood 
on a recent Monday afternoon at 
Tacoma Power’s Nisqually River 
Project. 

Grainy 5-by-7 photographs 
chronicle the waist-high water 
swirling around the floor of the 
LaGrande Dam powerhouse, 
which still operates from a natu-
ral canyon just a half-mile away 
from the administrative building. 

Back then, the facility sus-
tained 34 inches of floodwater in 
the powerhouse, said Lloyd, di-
rector of resource operations and 
trading at the project owned by 
Tacoma Power. 

It was unlike anything he had 
seen in his 29 years of working at 
the Nisqually hydroelectric dam, 
and efforts to repair and rewire 
the facility took nearly 11 months 
to complete. 

Earlier this month, Tacoma 
Power was hit with an event much 
less devastating, yet equally as 
jaw-dropping for those impacted 
downriver — a wet January and 
February contributed to higher-
than-average water flows on the 
upper Nisqually River and on 
tributaries, which eventually led 
Tacoma Power to release large 
amounts of water from its dams. 
This contributed flooding for resi-
dents on the lower Nisqually Del-
ta, prompting calls for answers 
from Thurston County officials. 

“This is the highest discharge 
we’ve had in 20 years,” said Stan 
Strand, hydro project manager for 
the Nisqually River Project. 

This recent flood led to the 
damage of more than 60 homes 
on the lower Nisqually River 
Delta and displaced nearly 1,000 
people living around the area as 
an evacuation advisory lasted 
three days.

Despite their call to increase 
flows, Strand said their efforts 
have largely been beneficial toward 
mitigating the downriver flood-
ing impacts. The higher of the two 
structures, Alder Dam, was able to 
restrict waterflow that otherwise 
might have impacted more resi-
dents living downstream.

“During the event, we had 
decreased water flows by 5,000 
cubic feet per second (cfs). We 
were holding 20,000 cfs coming 
into Alder and had 15,000 coming 
out,” Lloyd said. “Flooding would 
have been 5,000 cfs higher if the 
hydro project wasn’t here.” 

Residents have since returned 
to their homes near the Nisqually 
River.

LaGrande and Alder dams are 
a joint hydroelectric project op-
erated by Tacoma Power several 
miles upstream from Yelm called 
the Nisqually River Project.

The LaGrande Dam power-
house has produced power regu-
larly since 1912, when the project 
first came online. Upgrades to the 
facility came in 1945, as well as 
the addition of Alder Dam which 
sits a mile and a half upstream 
from LaGrande, the smaller of 
the pair.

Alder serves as the hydro-
project’s main water storage and 
regulates a majority of the flow 
downstream, staff told Nisqually 

Valley News.
LaGrande Dam produces 

enough electricity to power 
25,000 homes. Alder provides 
electricity to about 16,000 homes.

Strand leads a team of four 
resource officers who, among 
other duties, responds to adverse 
weather by increasing and lower-
ing waterflow through both dams. 

Last December was the fifth dri-
est on record at Alder Dam, com-
munity relations specialist Monika 
Sundbaum told the Nisqually Val-
ley News from atop the 330-foot 
structure. So when the weather took 
a turn for the wetter in January, it 
was unexpected. 

“We’ve been running on full 
generation since the first of the 
year and we’ve actually been ex-
periencing some spillage,” Strand 
said. 

Much of that rain has built 
up at the Alder Dam reservoir. 
Strand and Lloyd say LaGrande 
Dam usually discharges water at 
a fairly consistent rate. 

Tacoma Power can maintain 
flows from the dams for months 
on end without having to change 
the rate of water released. That’s 
if the weather stays consistent, 
Strand said. 

Sundbaum said Strand and 
his team work around the clock 
to make sure water flows are at 
a safe rate, despite not having 
enough capacity for flood control. 

Tacoma Power maintains 
and operates four hydroelectric 

projects throughout the southern 
Puget Sound area, Sundbaum 
said. Only two of them have flood 
control capacity. 

None of the reservoirs on the 
Nisqually River Project are large 
enough to account for such a sys-
tem. 

Strand said their Cowlitz Riv-
er Project also experienced flood-
ing upriver in rural Lewis County. 
At the height of flooding this 
February, 58,000 cfs was coming 
into the system. The project was 
able to withhold a large volume of 
water and turned around to dis-
charge a mere 22,000 cfs. 

On the Nisqually, Strand and 
Lloyd say many of the river’s oth-
er tributaries downstream, includ-
ing the Mashel River and Ohop 
Creek, may have played a role in 
contributing to the intense rise on 
the delta. 

Tacoma Power's role in in-
creasing water flow has received 
some skepticism from elected 
officials, most notably from the 
Thurston Board of County Com-
missioners. 

During an agenda-setting 
meeting earlier this month, Com-
missioners Gary Edwards and 
John Hutchings voiced concern 
for those on the delta and said they 
were eager to find a solution to see 
that downriver flooding doesn’t 
occur again on the Nisqually. 

Edwards asked at the meeting 
if it was possible that they could 
have released water earlier. 

Sundbaum told the Nisqually 
Valley News that Tacoma Power 
and the staff are always attempt-
ing to stay on top of changing 
weather conditions and collabo-
rate with local authorities in case 
flooding scenarios do happen. 

“Operation on hydro plants, 
it’s always a balancing act,” 
Strand said. “We do what we can 
to reduce flooding downstream.” 

The Nisqually River was just 
one of many rivers throughout the 

Puget Sound that were hit hard 
during flooding in early February, 
leading to multiple road closures 
and a small number of regional 
evacuations. 

Sundbaum said Tacoma Power 
plans on including information on 
operations and data on water rates 
during the flood to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 
in its annual report. A separate 
report on the flood is not expected 
at this time. 
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Tacoma Power Officials Say Dams Likely 
Prevented More Severe Nisqually Flooding

Paul Dunn / Nisqually Valley News

Alder Dam in rural Pierce County near Eatonville — as seen on Feb. 24 — was built in 1945. The 330-foot-high, quarter-mile-long dam 
generates through its adjacent powerhouse more than 200 million kilowatt-hours of electricity a year.

Stan Strand, Tacoma Power hydro project manager, discusses the 
operation of LaGrande Dam on Feb. 24 from atop the dam in rural 
Pierce County near Eatonville. Built in 1912, the dam's powerhouses 
produce about 345 million kilowatt-hours of electricity per year.

Todd Lloyd, Tacoma Power director of resource operations and 
trading, discusses on Feb. 24 the recent flooding in the Nisqually 
Delta from his spot atop Alder Dam in rural Pierce County near 
Eatonville. The 330-foot-high, quarter-mile-long dam was built in 
1945 and generates through its adjacent powerhouse more than 
200 million kilowatt-hours of electricity a year.

The LaGrande Dam reach at low tide is not for the faint of height. 
This view on Feb. 24 is from the LaGrande Dam, itself.

‘During the event, we had decreased water flows by 
5,000 cfs (cubic feet per second). We were holding 

20,000 cfs coming into Alder and had 15,000 coming 
out. Flooding would have been 5,000 cfs higher if the                             

hydro project wasn’t here’
TODD LLOYD, TACOMA POWER



BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com 

Sen. Randi Becker, the 2nd 
Legislative District lawmaker 
who has been a trailblazer for 
health care legislation over the 
last 12 years, announced her re-
tirement late last week from the 

Wa s h i n g t o n 
state Legisla-
ture. 

She’ll serve 
the rest of her 
term, which 
runs through 
the end of the 
year.

“It has truly 
been my honor 
to represent the 

2nd Legislative District for the 
past 12 years. I am grateful my 
constituents trusted me to repre-
sent their voice and fi ght for their 
individual rights for over a de-
cade,” Becker, R-Olympia, said in 
a statement released by the state 
Senate Republican Caucus. “This 
has been the most challenging job 
that I’ve ever had, and the most 
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BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com

Residents are still grieving 
and counting their losses as re-
covery continues on the lower 
Nisqually River delta following 
major fl ooding in February. 

It has been about a month 
since the river rose to more than 
12 feet, fl ooding nearby commu-
nities west of the Interstate 5 cor-
ridor. In that time, neighbors and 
families have rallied together, 
trying to fi nd a state of normal-
cy while cleaning and gathering 
what belongings they have left. 

Many have started that recov-
ery, residents say, but others may 
never be able to bear the fi nancial 
burden. 

On a recent cloudy Friday af-
ternoon, just off the main residen-
tial drag of Sixth Avenue about a 
quarter-mile from the river, Steve 
Bridwell, 63, points to the front 
door of his two-bedroom, two-

bath cabin-style home. 
On the door, about 2 ½ feet 

off the ground, is a dark water 
mark Bridwell says was from the 
fl ood. 

Ten months ago, Bridwell and 
his wife moved to his address in 
the 11400 block of Sixth Avenue 
from the Tampa Bay area. 

“This was one of the most 
beautiful homes,” he said. “I 
looked at at least 26 homes before 
we fell in love with this one.” 

Now, their dream home is a 
shell of what it once was. 

After the fl ood, which left 
him stranded on his second fl oor 
for about three days, Bridwell 
hired a crew of three contractors 
to help him. 

Fortunately, his insurance 
will reimburse him, Bridwell 
said, but it has been a slow pro-
cess to sift through and document 
the damage. 

Prosecutor’s 
O�  ce Awaits 
Additional 
Evidence A� er 
Arrest for Felony 
� e� 
BY ERIC ROSANE

erosane@yelmonline.com 

The Thurston County’s Pros-
ecutor’s Offi ce will delay a 
charging decision in the case of 
a former Clearwood Community 
Association bookkeeper arrested 
last week for felony fi rst-degree 
theft. 

In an email on Thursday, 
March 5, deputy prosecuting at-
torney Lindsey Trakel said the 
county is deferring its charging 
decision to a later date and won’t 
arraign Dolanna Burnett, the for-
mer bookkeeper, after she made 
an initial appearance in Thurston 

County Superior Court Tuesday, 
March 3. 

“While there was probable 
cause for Ms. Burnett’s arrest, our 
offi ce will be seeking additional 
investigation in order to make 
an accurate and complete charg-
ing decision in this case,” Trakel 
wrote. 

Burnett was booked into 
Thurston County Jail on Monday, 
March 2, on a probable cause af-
fi davit. She spent the night in jail 
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Former Clearwood Bookkeeper Not Charged 
Dolanna 
K. Burnett 
appears 
in court 
Tuesday, 
March 3, 
for her first 
appearance. 
She has 
since been 
released.

■ SEE CHARGE, PAGE A9 

Becker 
to Retire 
From 
State 
Senate

‘The Loss Is Immense’: Nisqually Delta 
Residents Face Long Flood Recovery

Debris 
from recent 

flooding 
clogs the 
bank on 

Friday, 
March 

6, by the 
Washington 

State Fish 
and Wildlife  
6th Avenue 
S.E. access 

site.

Paul Dunn / Nisqually Valley News

Steve Bridwell, 63, lives on 6th Avenue S.E. in the Nisqually Delta. Bridwell said on Friday, March 6, that his log home sustained major 
damage after the early February flooding in the area and lays much of the blame on Tacoma Power's decision to release water from its 
Nisqually River Project. 

■ SEE FLOOD, PAGE A10 

■ SEE RETIRE ,  PAGE A9 
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From the outside, the 1992 
cabin looks perfectly habitable 
— but the inside tells a different 
story. The hardwall and insula-
tion of the bottom room and bath-
room has been ripped out, leaving 
nothing more than the frame. His 
kitchen had to be completely re-
moved, and they’ll likely have to 
purchase all new appliances.

“We furnished the thing, 
brand new,” he said, “and it was 
all ruined.” 

Inside, a cluster of 10 fans, a 
heater and a dehumidifi er hum 
while his “crackerjack crew” 
works on the ceiling in the kitch-
en. 

Through the process, Bridwell 
stayed composed during a recent 
interview. That is, until he walked 
into his garage. 

The retired contract worker 
nearly teared up when he arrived 
at the attached unit — 72 of his 
fi shing rods and reels, all muddy 
and grouped in a crowded cor-
ner of the garage, will need to be 
heavily serviced. 

Bridwell estimates his family 
lost about $100,000 in personal 
belongings and suffered about 
$200,000 in structural damages. 

“A lot of it, it’s memories. 
My wife can’t come down here 
because she’ll get hysterical,” he 
said. 

Work on his house might take 
another three months. 

Across the way, pieces of 
35-year-old Jesus Talamantes’ 
bathroom are in pieces on his 
lawn. 

“He works hard. Never misses 
a day of work,” Bridwell said of 
his neighbor. 

Down the road, a large dump-
ster sits outside Brian Willard’s 
house. Waiting on Talamantes, 
Bridwell talks about Willard, a 
disabled veteran raising three 
children who has helped lead the 
neighborhood’s communication 
with the county.

Willard spoke at a Feb. 25 
Thurston County Board of Com-
missioners meeting about the dis-

tress the fl ood has caused him and 
his family. He was also critical of 
Tacoma Power and its handling 
of the water fl ows upstream at the 
Alder and LaGrande dams, which 
caused the fl ooding. 

“The loss is immense. The 
personal loss, I’ll get over that 
because I don’t even know what 
was destroyed and what was not. 
But the physical loss and the 
structures? It’s going to rattle us 
in debt. I don’t have a house any-
more, and we put our lives into 
this and it’s going to bankrupt 
us,” Willard told Thurston Coun-
ty commissioners, adding that 
damages to his house amounted 
to around $100,000. 

Later during the meeting  — 
during which two other fl ood vic-
tims provided public testimony — 
County Manager Ramiro Chavez 
said an estimated 25 residents 
have reported roughly $721,000 
in home and property damage 
from the fl ood. 

The county, American Red 
Cross and the Washington Con-
servation Corps believe about 
116 additional residences also 
sustained some sort of damage. 
Thurston County is hoping to pur-
sue additional federal and state 
assistance for homeowners who 
were dealt considerable damage 
as a result of the fl ood. 

A meeting for residents who 
were impacted by the fl ood has 

been scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on 
March 24 at River Ridge High 
School. 

“I’ve never experienced any-
thing like that,” Talamantes said, 
recounting the fl ood while stand-
ing stoically behind the fence of 
his property on Sixth Avenue. 

A large shipping container sits 
in his driveway. 

Talamantes and his family of 
three purchased their fi rst home 
about a year ago. They moved 
from the Lakewood area. 

“We’ve been having to stay 
somewhere else, and another 
problem is I haven’t been able to 
work as of lately,” he said. 

Talamantes estimates he lost 
about $20,000 in personal be-
longings from the fl ood. He hasn't 
received any quotes on his prop-
erty damage. 

During the fl ood, which dis-
placed around 1,000 people Feb. 
6 through Feb. 9, Talamantes kept 
watch on his home while his son 
and wife departed with nearby 
family. He said it was a wakeup 
call when a sheriff’s offi ce deputy 
came to his door with a level 3 
evacuation notice. 

He kept four pumps going 
constantly to keep water off his 
property and he bought sandbags 
to surround the base of his land. 

His fl oors sustained the brunt 
of the damage, Talamantes said, 

adding that he and his family 
would be in fi nancial ruin without 
the aid of his wife’s family. 

Bridwell and Willard are 
among a number of residents on 
the delta who have called for ac-
tion against Tacoma Power for 
increasing the water rate to more 
than 17,000 cubic feet per second 
on the Nisqually River. Water lev-
els crested at 12.09 feet on Feb. 7, 
which is above the river’s minor 
fl ood stage. 

Shortly after the county’s 
evacuation notice was lifted, 
Thurston County commissioners 
began to question the role of Ta-
coma Power. 

Staff from Tacoma Power 
and its Nisqually River Project, 
the name of the combined en-
ergy system LaGrande and Alder 
dams provide, previously told the 
Nisqually Valley News that fl ood-
ing on the Nisqually River would 
have been worse if a dam was not 
regulating water from the previ-
ous wet month. 

Tacoma Power intends on 
including information from the 
Nisqually River fl ood in its an-
nual report to the Federal Ener-
gy Regulatory Commission. No 
other reports are expected at this 
time. 

The Nisqually River Project’s 
main mission is to provide elec-
tricity for its customers, staff said, 
and the two dams aren’t large 

enough to accommodate fl ood 
control capacity. 

Deborah Decker, 59, lives on 
Riverside Drive, about a football 
fi eld away from the Nisqually 
River. This is her second fl ood. 

Despite her proximity to the 
river, her house didn’t experience 
any damage this time around. 

The historic 1996 Nisqually 
fl ood left her home in disarray. 
Following that cleanup, Decker 
said she and her family rebuilt 
the structure with an additional 2 
feet. 

Periodic fl oods, it seems to 
Decker, have become a way of life 
when living on the river. 

Decker said there has been 
some distrust accumulating over 
Tacoma Power’s handling of wa-
ter. Like others who are critical of 
the public utility, Decker said she 
believes they could have better 
utilized weather forecasts to see 
that a wet week was coming. 

“I fi nd it ironic that both times 
they let the fl ood get this bad,” 
Decker said. 

But Decker and her family have 
lived on her property in the 11600 
block of Riverside Drive since 
1988. Like many living along the 
lower Nisqually Delta — for better 
or for worse — she plans on staying 
put for the time being. 

“I’m used to the fl ooding here 
and I don’t really have anywhere 
else to go,” she said. 

FLOOD: 

Continued From Page A1

Paul Dunn / Nisqually Valley News

Jesus Talamantes, 35, lives on 6th Avenue S.E. in the Nisqually 
Delta. His home sustained extensive damage from the early 
February flooding that inundated the area.

Deborah Decker, 59, lives on Riverside Place S.E. in the Nisqually 
Delta. Decker said on Friday, March 6, that she raised her home two 
feet after the 1996 Nisqually floods and because of that was able to 
withstand the early February flooding in her area. 
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The Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC) is 
investigating whether Tacoma 
Power and its Nisqually River hy-
droelectric project stayed within 
compliance earlier this year when 
a flood ravaged vulnerable resi-
dents downstream on the lower 
Nisqually River delta.  

The investigation could re-
sult in a change to the license’s 
minimum reservoir level obliga-
tions at Tacoma Power’s Alder 
Lake reservoir, which is along the 
Nisqually River, leading to lower 
water levels during the winter 
months. 

On April 9, FERC’s chief en-
gineer of its hydropower admin-
istrations and compliance branch 
sent a letter to Chris Mattson, 
general manager of Tacoma Pow-
er’s power management team, re-
questing all operations data from 
Jan. 1 through April 9.  

The federal agency also re-
quested an explanation for how 
Tacoma Power, which operates 
the project under a 40-year li-
cense, used the data to stay in 
compliance with its license re-
quirements and any additional 

data that would help its case. 
One of the wettest winters on 

record earlier this year led to a 
large-scale flood on the Nisqually 
River in early February. 

Around 1,000 people were 
displaced from their homes on the 
lower Nisqually River delta, with 
dozens of homes and structures 
sustaining damage due to the ris-
ing water.

Many likened the flood to 
those that occurred in the mid-
1990s, and some have been criti-
cal of Tacoma Power’s decision 
to increase flows on the river to 
more than 17,000 cubic feet per 
second. 

FERC’s investigation was trig-
gered by a number of comments 
filed by concerned citizen How-
ard Glastetter, who is separately 
a member of the Nisqually River 
Council’s citizens advisory com-
mittee. 

In his comments and in an 
interview, Glastetter alleged that 
Tacoma Power’s staff acted in a 
potentially unsafe manner when 
they allowed incoming water 
flows to be raised mere feet from 
the reservoir’s maximum capac-
ity before substantially increasing 
discharge.

Glastetter is also suggesting 

FERC amend Tacoma Power’s li-
cense to mandate lower water lev-
els on the Alder Lake reservoir. 
The lake is deemed full at about 
1,207 feet pool elevation. 

Water levels are currently re-
quired to stay above 1,197 feet dur-
ing the summer months and above 
1,170 feet during the winter months, 
Glastetter says. He would like to 
see the license amended to require 
pool elevations stay below 1,197 
feet during the winter months. 

Last month, Thurston County 
was set to host a forum with af-
fected community members and 
agencies that played a part in 
the Nisqually River flooding, but 
concerns with the COVID-19 out-
break in Washington led to the 
cancelation of the event.

The reservoir perched above 
the Alder and LaGrande dams, 
the two structures that make up 
the Nisqually River Project, is 
not large enough to accomodate 
flood control measures like other 
projects, Tacoma Power staff have 
said.

Glastetter says he doesn’t buy 
that. 

“There’s no flood contain-
ments at all. They say it’s a small 
reservoir, and that they don’t have 
any authority over that. I think 

that’s bologna,” he said. 
While Glastetter, 81, who who 

has lived on the Nisqually River for 
50 years, said he thinks the work 
Tacoma Power does to sustain the 
river’s fisheries and recreational 
area at Alder Lake is great, he be-
lieves they have a larger responsi-
bility to make sure homes down-
stream aren’t affected and that the 
public utility acts in a responsible 
manner via forecasts. 

In a Tuesday email to the 
Nisqually Valley News, Monika 
Sundbaum, community relations 
specialist with Tacoma Power, 
said data provided publicly by the 
United States Geologic Survey 
shows that the project operated in 
accordance with its license during 
the timeframe. 

Tacoma Power is required to 
respond to FERC with its inquiry 
by June 8. 

According to an information 
sheet provided by Sundbaum, the 
Nisqually River Project began in-
creasing outflows in late Decem-
ber due to the increasingly wet 
weather. By January, the project 
began releasing water through 
spill gates and was releasing wa-
ter “at maximum capacity, in or-
der to preserve storage space for 
additional rain.” 

By Feb. 6, when the flooding 
occurred, the project was able to 
use the additional space at Alder 
Lake to accomodate a portion of 
the increased flows as weather 
worsened. 

“We estimate that without 
the use of Alder Lake’s storage, 
downstream flows would have 
been 25 percent higher than what 
was experienced,” the sheet reads. 
“In spite of Alder Lake’s relative-
ly small size, the team worked 
tirelessly to maximize the use of 
reservoir storage to reduce down-
stream flooding, and conditions 
in the area would have been much 
worse without their efforts.” 

Although the Nisqually River 
Project is not a flood control facility, 
Tacoma Power staff have said they 
try to use available storage space in 
Alder Lake to reduce downstream 
flooding when possible. 

“Regardless of our efforts, the 
small storage capacity of Alder 
Lake in relation to the potential 
upstream runoff, is inadequate to 
fully prevent downstream flood-
ing, especially during major 
storm events,” Tacoma Power’s 
response read, adding that addi-
tional flooding in bodies of wa-
ter downstream could also affect 
delta flooding.

Federal Energy Agency Opens Inquiry Into 
Tacoma Power Over February Nisqually Flood

From Dogs to a 
Congressman, 
Attendees of 
Weekend Event 
All Went Home 
Happy
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@yelmonline.com 

Hundreds of people from 
around Thurston County and be-
yond descended on Yelm Cinemas 
Saturday evening to purchase pop-
corn and sweets during the the-
ater’s second drive-through event. 

A long line of cars snaked 
through the theater’s parking lot 
during the event, which ran 4 to 
8 p.m., as people got out into the 
community to take a break from 
the statewide stay at home order, 
which enters its fifth week. 

The wait for popcorn and can-
dy was about 45 minutes, theater 
General Manager Noah Aden said. 
But for many people with plenty 
of time on their hands, that was a 
price worth paying for the golden 
delicacy of movie theater popcorn. 

“This is just great. Makes me 
proud of our local community,” 
said customer Lee Bryant, 62, of 
Lake Lawrence. 

Bryant said she made the haul 
out to Yelm proper for some pop-
corn and Pizza Hut pizza. She and 
her family were hosting a movie 
night, and she said they were lean-
ing toward watching the latest 
movie in the Star Wars franchise, 
“Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalk-
er.” 

Two weeks ago, when Yelm 
Cinemas hosted its first drive-
through popcorn hours, she also 
stopped by, Bryant said. 

“I chatted with a woman from 
Puyallup who said there wasn’t 
anything like this in the area,” said 
Uptown Lounge General Manager 
Wayne McCarten, who was on site 
helping with the four-hour open-
ing. 

Aden said the idea to open the 
theater up for drive-through ser-
vices was from Margaret Clapp, 
owner of the theater, Uptown 
Lounge and the Prairie Hotel. 

Customers had started reach-
ing out to the theater, commenting 
about how they missed the theater 
and the buttery popcorn. 

“They missed us and we 
missed them,” Aden said. “It’s the 
best we can do right now to give 
them that experience.” 

Aden said people have been 
responding positively to the event. 

“That’s the best part, is seeing 
our customers that we haven’t seen 
in a month,” he said. 

On April 4, the theater held 
its first drive-through event. Aden 
and McCarten said the response 
for that first day was unexpected. 

“It took off,” McCarten said. 
Every hour, the theater was 

selling roughly 300 buckets of 
movie theater popcorn and hun-
dreds of boxes of candy. Employ-
ees said they were likely to surpass 
that at their April 18 event.

Aden admits that the first event 
definitely wasn’t as well organized 
as their second attempt. 

During the April 4 event, traf-

fic backed up on West Street all the 
way back to Yelm Middle School. 
McCarten said the Yelm Police 
Department was even called out 
because a neighbor had assumed 
there was a big gathering. 

That wasn’t the case, though. 
This time, the business routed 

people behind the theater and 
through the front parking lot. 

“It’s been fun. Nice to see all 
the support we’ve been seeing,” 
McCarten said. 

Donna Brooks-Johnson, 52, 
and Kim Leslie, 49, of Tenino, 
brought their four dogs — Toby, 
Abby, Carson and Coco — 
through the drive-through event 

on Saturday. 
“This is our favorite place to 

come for the movies,” Brooks-
Johnson said. 

The event even attracted the 
likes of one “popcorn-starved” 
U.S. congressman, 10th Congres-
sional District Rep. Denny Heck, 
D-Washington. 

“Yes, I am popcorn-starved 
Congressman Denny Heck,” he 
said from the cab of his son’s silver 
BMW cruiser, alongside his wife, 
Paula Heck. 

The two ordered two buckets 
of unsalted popcorn. No movie 
night was planned, the duo said. 
They’ve been on a binging spree, 

watching online television shows 
such as “Kim’s Convenience” and 
“Bosch.” 

Even members of Congress are 
working from home and not from 
Washington, D.C. Heck said one of 
his rooms at home has turned into 
“a war room” for congressional 
business.

Yelm Cinemas next drive-
through event will be on May 4 
for Star Wars Day. Aden said the 
theater has something special 
planned, but it’s still in the works. 

Check the Yelm Cinemas 
Facebook page to stay updated on 
future events. 

Customers Arrive in Droves for Yelm Cinemas’ Drive-Through Popcorn Event 
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Donna Brooks-Johnson, 52, of Tenino, takes her popcorn as dogs Toby, Abby, Carson and Coco look in curiosity. 

From the cab of his son’s silver BMW cruiser, U.S. Congressman 
Denny Heck and wife, Paula Fruci Heck, pay for two tubs of unsalted 
popcorn from a Yelm Cinemas employee. 

Yelm Cinemas employee Janessa Sutton organizes popcorn on 
Saturday afternoon during the business’s drive thru popcorn hour. 




