
Standing on the balcony of 
her Grand Princess cruise ship 
cabin, Thea Fleming asked what 
day it is.

“Let’s see … Today is what 
day? Wednesday?” the Federal 
Way resident said, taking a 
moment to count the days of 
confinement. “Today will be 
going on day eight.”

Twenty-one people on board 
the Grand Princess tested posi-
tive for the novel coronavirus 
last week, leaving more than 
2,400 passengers and 1,000 crew 
members on board in a limbo of 
uncertainty.

Fleming, along thousands of 
others, have been quarantined 
on the cruise ship after several 
crew memberes and passen-
gers were found to have the 
coronavirus.

As of Tuesday, 1,406 people 
had disembarked from the ship, 
leaving at least 1,000 still on 

board, according to USA Today.
Just over 407 individu-

als disembarked the ship on 
Monday, including two travelers 
who tested positive for coro-
navirus, USA Today reported. 
According to a Princess Cruises 
press release, the two, and 
their travel companions, were 
taken to hospitals while 19 crew 
members who have tested posi-
tive “have been deemed asymp-
tomatic” and remain on the ship 
in isolated cabins.

Health and human services 
teams have been on board the 
Grand Princess to assist with 
medical screenings and inter-
views and have prioritized those 
who require the most medical 
attention and care, USA Today 

After a controversial tiebreaker 
during a special council meeting 
on Saturday, the Federal Way City 
Council voted to appoint Greg 
Baruso to Pos. 2.

Two council members also 
took issue with Mayor Jim Ferrell’s 
swift tiebreak after only one round 
of a tied vote, calling him out for 
betraying the council’s trust.

The council interviewed Baruso 
and 17 other candidates during a 
lengthy interview process.

During his interview, Baruso 
said he was encouraged by the 
diverse candidate pool as a show 
that the city continues to celebrate 
diversity in the community.

Baruso has been a member of 
the Diversity Commission since 
2008, and has been the chair for 
the past six years. He is proud of 
how the commission continues 
to work towards advocating for 
citizens and bringing in diverse 
community events.

Baruso has been a firefighter 
for nearly 34 years, currently holds 
the title of captain, and believes 
his experience there will translate 
well into his new role as a council 
member.

“In 2014, I was a candidate for 
the state House, and although 
unsuccessful, I’m smiling at Linda 
[Kochmar],” he joked, “I enjoyed 
and learned a lot from the 
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Baruso appointed to council

By Haley Donwerth
hdonwerth@fedwaymirror.com

Mayor 
declares 
state of 
emergency

See council, Page 3

Couple quarantined on Grand Princess 
cruise ship confined to room

By Olivia Sullivan
osullivan@fedwaymirror.com

The 34-year firefighter and Diversity Commission chair was 
selected out of 18 candidates; council members call out 
mayor for “betraying” their trust over voting process.

Thea Fleming, 40, and her 
husband Mick, 58, have been 
quarantined on the Grand 
Princess cruise ship, which is 
docked in Oakland, Calif., for 
eight days amid the outbreak of 
21 total COVID-19 cases were 
discovered on the ship. 

CourteSy Photo See Virus, Page 3

See Grand, Page 5

Federal Way Mayor Jim Ferrell 
declared a state of emergency 
Monday morning, signing the 
proclamation and following suit 
of neighboring jurisdictions who 
took similar measures last week 
due to the coronavirus outbreak.

“In light of the developing situ-
ation, [the city] thought it would 
be legally prudent to issue the 
proclamation and make sure 
we’re doing everything we can as 
a city to ensure the safety of our 
community,” the mayor told the 
Mirror just minutes after signing 
the proclamation.

Ferrell said his decision was 
prompted by further review of 
the situation, and consultation 
with city emergency manager Ray 
Gross, Federal Way city attorney 
Ryan Call and the newly consti-
tuted outbreak advisory team.

Declaring a local state of emer-
gency provides the city with 
the option to make emergency 
purchases without the need to 
go through the formal process. 
While the city is not contemplating 
any emergency purchases at the 
moment, Ferrell said he wanted 
to show his constituents the city 
is taking the situation — and their 
well-being — seriously.

The outbreak advisory team 
consists of department directors 
and other key staff members in 

By Olivia Sullivan
osullivan@fedwaymirror.com

Mayor said CHI Franciscan 
notified the city last week 
they were “expecting 
several positive COVID-19 
test results.”



“We’re confined to our rooms,” 
Fleming said; she and her 
husband planned this trip a year-
and-a-half in advance.

Fleming, 40, and her husband 
Mick, 58, boarded the cruise 
ship on Feb. 21 in San Francisco, 
prepared for a 16-day round trip 
to the islands of Hawaii.

The ship was supposed to 
return on March 7.

Now, 20 days later, the Flem-
ings and hundreds more passen-
gers are quarantined on the ship 
docked in Oakland, California, 
with no idea when they’ll be off 
the ship.

“When we got off the island 
on Sunday night — a week ago 
— we hit a bad storm for two 
days, which was pretty rocky,” 
she said. “Once we got out of the 
storm, that’s when everything 
hit the news about how we were 
all going to be confined to our 
rooms and a bunch of people 
were quarantined.”

The news of the COVID-19 
cases on board broke on March 4 
and passengers were confined on 
Thursday, March 5.

“We have no symptoms, we’re 
very healthy,” Fleming said of 
her and Mick’s conditions. The 
couple has not been tested for 
the virus yet, although they were 
informed that their tempera-
tures will be taken once they are 
removed from the ship.

From there, disembarked 
cruise passengers will be trans-
ported to military bases around 
the country for coronavirus test-
ing and additional quarantine.

Eleven of Fleming’s family 
members, all from Wisconsin, are 
also aboard the ship.

Some family members were 
removed from the boat March 
10 to be taken to a military base 
in Texas for COVID-19 testing, 
but were re-routed to San Diego 
where they will remain in quar-
antine for an additional 14 days.

All of her 11 family members 
are healthy too, Fleming said.

“Looks like we’re all being 
split up,” she said. “Some family 
members were taken off yester-
day, some were taken off today … 
It looks like we’re possibly going 
to different bases.”

Disembarkment papers 
were delivered to the Flemings 
Wednesday morning and “now 
we just sit here all day and wait 
for our [luggage] tag color and 
number to be called when the 
CDC is ready for us.”

List of possible bases they’ll be 
transported to include some Cali-
fornia sites, such as the Marine 
Corps Air Station Miramar in San 
Diego and Travis Air Force Base 
in Fairfield, and others such as 
the Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio Texas and Dobbins 
Air Reserve Base in Georgia.

“There’s a bunch of Washing-
tonians on here,” Fleming said, 
noting one couple from La Center 
and another from Vancouver.

Another couple on the cruise 
reached out to Gov. Jay Inslee 
to request being transported to 
Washington state military bases, 
rather than out-of-state sites.

They have not heard back from 
the governor’s office yet, Fleming 
said.

“It’s kind of boring … very 
boring,” Fleming said with a 
laugh. Cruise passengers have 
been given playing cards, other 

crafts, and unlimited movies and 
internet access to connect with 
loved ones back home. “You try 
to keep yourself busy.”

Throughout the misadventure, 
Grand Princess captain and crew 
members have been “excellent,” 
Fleming said. “They have been 
sharing as much information as 
the CDC and the government 
have been giving them.”

The cruise crew members have 
been working very hard with 
little rest, she added. Groups of 
passengers are taken to get fresh 
air throughout the day and all 
passengers are required to wear 
face masks and use hand sani-
tizer at nearly every doorway.

Crew members wear gloves 
and masks, and when not assist-
ing the passengers, staff are 
cleaning the ship.

While the Flemings planned 
for an extended vacation, she 

said, they did not plan for addi-
tional quarantine days. With these 
forced extensions, Fleming, who 
works for the Boeing Company 
in Auburn, said she is working 
with her company regarding 
pay. Her husband, who works for 
cookie and cracker manufactur-
ing company Mondelez Inter-
national/Nabisco Foods in Kent, 
was told by the state to file for 
unemployment.

“It’s kind of hard to do every-
thing, our service isn’t great,” she 
said. “To do anything on the ship 
or wherever we end up, I have no 
idea how that’s going to work.”

While people have been help-
ing the couple take care of things 
on the homefront in Washing-
ton, the uncertainty of their near 
future is the biggest worry, she 
said.

“That’s the only thing that is 
upsetting is just not knowing 
what’s going to happen, where 
we’re going to go, what they’re 
going to do,” she said. “It’s all a 
question mark really.”

To remedy the unforeseen 
disaster, Grand Princess offered 
passengers a full refund for the 
cruise, Fleming said, and also 
offered a 100% expenses covered 
cruise trip in the future.

Fleming and her husband — 
along with “many other passen-
gers” — said they will definitely 
be taking the Princess Cruises 
company up on the offer in the 
future.

Exploring the islands of Hawaii 
and the first half of the trip was 
incredible, Fleming said, and 
their cruise cabin didn’t feel small 
until it was the only place they 
were allowed to go.

“It really has never felt too 
small, even when we first arrived, 
until we became confined … now 
it feels a little small,” she said of 
the roughly 10-foot-by-16-foot 
room with a balcony.

Other cruise passengers don’t 
have the luxury of access to the 
outdoors.

Fleming’s sister, her husband 
and their two kids, are in a 
room with only a small port-
hole window that does not open. 
They’ve found ways to do work-
outs, make forts with sheets and 
pillows, and the kids have been 
choreographing impromptu 
cabin performances.

“[They’ve] been going crazy,” 
Fleming said. “… But they’re 
making the best of it.”

Fleming said they are hoping to 
be let off the ship today.

“I don’t want to do any more 
days of this [confinement],” she 
said with a strained laugh. “… Not 
what I expected out of a vacation.”
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City closes 
community 
center, 
performing 
arts center 
and Dumas 
Bay Centre

For the Mirror

The city of Federal Way 
is closing the Federal 
Way Community Center, 
Dumas Bay Centre and 
the Performing Arts and 
Event Center through 
March 31.

The decision was 
prompted by Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s order on Wednes-
day that all events larger 
than 250 attendees will be 
banned in King, Snohom-
ish and Pierce counties 
through the end of March 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“In light of Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s order and direc-
tive from King County 
Public Health, and after 
consulting with Emer-
gency Manager Ray Gross 
and legal counsel, we 
have decided to close the 
[facilities],” stated Mayor 
Jim Ferrell.

The closures will take 
effect Thursday, March 
12.

Shows and gather-
ings at the PAEC through 
the end of the month 
are canceled or are 
in the midst of being 
rescheduled.

In the short-term, 
the city plans to have 
community center 
employees work at the 
facility and conduct a 
deep cleaning and other 
needed general mainte-
nance, Hemstreet stated. 
All of the city’s employees 
at the affected facilities 
will be paid through the 
end of the month.

“We will continue to 
monitor this evolving 
situation and keep the 
community informed 
of any other changes,” 
Ferrell stated.

 COURTESY PHOTO 
The Flemings cruise cabin has a balcony, although many other passengers 
have a single window or none at all.
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