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Two for the road
Father and son share trip of a lifetime

BY DON NELSON

When a 6-year-old announces that he wants to take on 
an epic adventure most healthy adults would find daunt-
ing, it would be easy to write it off as overactive youthful 
imagination.

Instead, James Colver paid attention. Some 18 months 
ago, his son Shepherd — who was barely 6 at the 
time — told James that he wanted to take a coast-to-coast 
bicycle ride with his dad. Shepherd was inspired by photos 
and stories from James’ multiple cross-country bike rides.

“I didn’t dismiss him,” James said during an interview 
at the Mazama Community Club last Saturday (May 25). 
“I told him if you really want to do it, we’ll start training.”

From that day forward, father and son trained rigorously 
and planned in detail for the trip, which they launched on 
May 20 from Anacortes. The Colvers live in Kenmore, 
where James, 40, is a mechanical contractor and his wife, 
Sister Elizabeth Colver, is a minister. The Colvers’ two 
other children are Hazel, 12, and Amos, 2.

Training involved long rides in every direction from their 
Kenmore home. James’ profession gives him the freedom to 

Photo by Don Nelson
Shepherd and James Colver stopped in Mazama last week-
end during the early stages of their planned cross-country 
bicycle trip, from Anacortes to New York City.

Photo courtesy of WSDOT
Mudslides have forced closure of Highway 20 over the Loup 
for the third consecutive year. Repairs continue in the mile-
post 222.4 area.

TwispWorks, turning 10, looks ahead to the next decade
Seeks pubic input 
on economy-related 
programs, efforts

BY RALPH SCHWARTZ

TwispWorks rates its first decade 
a success, but don’t look for a “mis-
sion accomplished” banner at their 

10th-anniversary celebration.
The organization wants to chart 

its course for the next 10 years, and 
it has been seeking direction from 
arts organizations, civic groups and 
the general public in listening ses-
sions held throughout the valley.

TwispWorks has just about fully 
converted the former U.S. Forest 
Service ranger station at the south 
end of Twisp into a 6.4-acre campus, 

also called TwispWorks, that houses 
businesses, schools and art studios. 
The 38 TwispWorks “partners” who 
lease space on the site (including the 
Methow Valley News) come close to 
replacing the 100 jobs lost when the 
Forest Service left the site more than 
a decade ago.

An anonymous donor purchased 
the old ranger station for $1 mil-
lion as a loan to TwispWorks, chal-

lenging the nonprofit to become 
self-sustaining within 10 years. 
The group met the challenge, and 
the donor will forgive the loan 
and hand over the property deed. 
TwispWorks will present the deed 
at the 10th anniversary party, on 
June 29.

For all that TwispWorks has 

Honoring sacrifice
Dozens of people attended  

 a  Memorial Day ceremony  
 Monday (May 27), at Sullivan 
 Cemetery in Winthrop. The 

All-American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
120 laid wreaths and swag at the foot of 
the World War I monument. The Auxil-
iary also planted more than 120 flags at 
the graves of veterans at Sullivan Ceme-
tery and about 275 flags at Beaver Creek 

Cemetery south of Twisp. The Winthrop 
ceremony included snacks and cof-
fee provided by the Sullivan Cemetery 
Association, and a rendition of “Taps.” 
The traditional five-gun salute was not 
conducted this year, due to a lack of 
available local veterans. Auxiliary Pres-
ident Susie Gardner encouraged veterans 
residing in the valley to volunteer for the 
five-gun salute next year. 

Photos by Ralph Schwartz

Highway 20 over 
Loup Loup Pass 
closed until June 4
Washout repairs require shutdown

BY DON NELSON

State Highway 20 remains closed 
until 9 p.m. next Tuesday (June 4) at 
milepost 222.4 as contractors work on 
emergency repairs to a washout that 
occurred on May 1. The closure started 
earlier this week on Tuesday morning 
(May 28). Previously, the highway had 
been open to one-lane, signal-controlled 
traffic.

“The contractor has reached a point in their work 
that will require them to excavate very soft fill material 
under the roadway, which could compromise the stability 

See page A3 
for TranGO 
schedule 
changes 
during 
closure

Senior projects reflect range of creativity
Liberty Bell students 
encouraged to pursue 
personal passions

BY MARCY STAMPER

Rebuilding a truck engine. Writ-
ing a book of poetry. Taking over 
a restaurant and cooking for din-
ers. Researching racial bias. Com-
posing music, learning to play the 
piano, and teaching guitar. 

More than 50 graduating stu-
dents at Liberty Bell High School 
and the Independent Learning 
Center tackled an inspired range of 
senior projects this year. Students 
described their projects, the pas-
sions behind them — plus a little 
bit about themselves — to families, 
community members and school 
staff at Senior Presentation Night 
on May 22. 

Book projects were particularly 
popular this year, said Liberty 
Bell health and family life teacher 
Rebecca Thomson, who, along with 
business/math teacher Kyle Acord, 
served as project advisers. Among 
the original books — which the 
seniors published themselves — are 
“The ABCs of the Methow Val-

ley,” an alphabet book for children 
by Icel Sukovaty; “A Girl’s Mind,” 
a novella about a girl dealing with 
depression by Neela Mitchell; 
“Made of Clay,” a book of poetry 

by Lucia Clay; an anthology of 
short fiction by teens compiled by 
Tova Portmann-Bown; and a cook-
book by Wiley Seckinger.  

Seniors are encouraged to 

choose a topic they’re passionate 
about, said Acord. “As a result, 
the variety of projects we end up 

Photo by Marcy Stamper
Zane Grubb “took over” the Old Schoolhouse Brewery for his senior project. Grubb developed an original menu and 
prepared dinner for dozens of diners at the restaurant.
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Are you interested in getting paid to 
lease late season water?

Trout Unlimited is working with the Department of Ecology to 
pay water users to divert less water during the low-flow season 
(August through October).

An official drought has been declared for the Methow Basin. The 
Methow River and its tributaries are projected to flow at 72% of 
normal this year.

If interested, contact Jacquelyn Wallace, Trout 
Unlimited, at 509-881-7690 or jwallace@tu.org.

Water users must have a valid water right and must 
be able to demonstrate water use within the past 
5 years.
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FOWL names Jill Sheley as executive director for library effort
BY DON NELSON

Friends of the Winthrop Pub-
lic Library (FOWL) has named 
Jill Sheley as its executive direc-
tor, effective June 1.

FOWL is a nonprofit orga-
nization that has been work-
ing since 2017 to bring a new 
library to Winthrop. The orga-
nization is spearheading the 
building project and private 
fundraising efforts for the new 
facility, and will turn it over 
to the town of Winthrop when 
completed. The North Central 
Regional Library (NCRL) sys-
tem, of which the Winthrop 
library is a part, will provide 

furnishings, staff and equip-
ment for the new building, as 
well as maintenance.

Sheley, a resident of Winthrop 
for 10 years, has had a long track 
record of leading complex proj-
ects as a management consul-
tant, according to a FOWL press 
release. Since founding her own 
company, S2 Advisors, in 1997, 
Sheley has guided strategic and 
tactical business planning and 
implemented complex process 
and technology improvements 
for her clients. Sheley, a native 
Texan, is a graduate of Texas 
A&M University where she 
earned a bachelor of business 
administration degree with a 

concentration in 
accounting.

“Ji l l’s profes-
sional experience, 
a long with  her 
many years of ser-
vice to multiple 
valley organiza-
tions, make her 
perfectly suited to 
take the helm of 
this legacy com-
munity effort to 
create our new 
library,” said Shannon Polson, 
FOWL’s board chair, in the 
press release.

Sheley, her husband and their 
twin sons moved to Winthrop in 

2009 to enjoy its 
skiing, biking, golf 
and much more. 
She founded the 
junior golf pro-
gram at Bear Creek 
and is treasurer of 
the Confluence Art 
Gallery in Twisp. 
She’s volunteered 
as a Nordic ski 
coach, an alpine 
race coordinator, 
a Guardian Angel 

and a high school English tutor, 
according to the release.

“I am honored the board has 
confidence in me to lead FOWL 
towards its mission of creating 

a library where people can con-
nect, access worldwide learn-
ing resources and discover and 
explore their passions,” Sheley 
said in the release. “I believe 
our new library will draw peo-
ple together, and every single 
person will feel welcome and 
delighted to enter the front 
door of a place that reflects the 
community’s values, hopes and 
needs.”

FOWL announced recently 
that is has selected Johnston 
Architects and Prentiss Balance 
Wickline to coordinate design-
ing the new building. The new 
library will be built on a .81-
acre parcel purchased by the 

town, on White Avenue near 
Little Star Montessori School. 
Construction is expected to 
begin in spring 2020. Prelimi-
nary conceptual sketches show 
an 8,400-square-foot “foot-
print” for the building. 

FOWL is hosting two com-
munity meetings/workshops to 
gather public input on the proj-
ect. The first meeting will be at 
2 p.m. on Sunday (June 2) at the 
Winthrop Barn. The second will 
be on July 13 at 10 a.m., also at 
the Barn.

FOW L i s  a  r eg i s t e r e d 
501(c)(3) organization. For 
more information, visit www.
winthroplibraryfriends.org.

Jill Sheley

accomplished in 10 years — the 
jobs created, the buildings reno-
vated — more is needed to revive 
an economy that, a couple gen-
erations ago, relied heavily on 
major employers such as the For-
est Service and Wagner Mill. 
The mill had 400 employees 
when it closed in 1985.

People at the listening ses-
sions on May 15 in Twisp and 
May 22 in Winthrop had a lot to 
say about the limits of the local 
economy.

“As a small community, it’s 
hard to have a stable business 
because there just aren’t enough 
customers,” said Peter Morgan, 
who attended the session in 
Twisp. Morgan, who moved to 
the Methow from Seattle, owned 
the Methow Valley Inn for eight 
years.

“People are willing to work 
hard and long, and not make a lot 
of money,” said Sandy Moody, 
who owns Methow Suites Bed & 

Breakfast in Twisp and is presi-
dent of the Twisp Chamber of 
Commerce. “I think the people 
who end up staying are of that 
nature.”

One person who fits that 
description is Scot Domergue, 
who moved to the valley in 
1977. Domergue needed to be 
resourceful and creative to make 
it in the valley. He designs and 
builds boats and has worked as a 
stone mason.

“I never made a good living, 
by outside standards,” Domergue 
said at the Twisp session. “I’ve 
always lived simply and enjoy 
living simply.”

Living simply and creatively 
in the valley is becoming more 
difficult, however, even as Twisp 
seeks to establish an identity as 
an artists’ haven. Second-home 
buyers from the Seattle area are 
driving up real estate prices.

That squeezes the significant 
number of people on the other 
end of the economic spectrum 
because they can’t afford rent. 
One-fourth of workers in the 
Methow are in low-paying jobs 

in accommodations and food 
services.

“It’s hard to live here for 
people who don’t make a lot of 
money,” said Derek Van Marter, 
a business owner who attended 
the Winthrop session. That 
makes it hard for him to find 
good employees, he added. 

“Trustworthy, dependable 
people are the crux of a success-
ful business,” said Van Marter, 
who runs Methow House Watch, 
which looks after the homes of 
absentee owners.

TwispWorks Executive Direc-
tor Don Linnertz, who helped 
lead both listening sessions, 
underscored another limitation 
mentioned by several people: the 
shortage of carpenters, plumbers 
and electricians.

“Nobody that lives here wants 
to go into those kinds of trades,” 
Linnertz said. “This is one of the 
toughest things — we’ve been 
trying to figure this out.”

Another problem: Older 
people are leaving the valley 
because they can’t get adequate 
care and are less able to manage 

their land. 
If older residents leave the 

valley to downsize their living 
space and receive more health 
care, businesses will feel the loss, 
Sarah Brooks said at the Win-
throp session.

After outlining the problems, 
session attendees were asked to 
come up with solutions. They 
ranged from ambitious — a 
health care co-op run by Twisp-
Works, to enable small busi-
nesses to attract employees — to 
mundane: more UPS drop-off 
locations, or a new retailer where 
people can buy underwear and 
socks.

Participants widely agreed that 
TwispWorks should advocate for 
improved broadband service, for 
the benefit of artisans seeking 
more customers online, and for 
a growing group of tech-indus-
try workers who are choosing 
the Methow as their home and 
remote work site. 

Several people at the Twisp 
session, and even some in Win-
throp, suggested TwispWorks 
focus its efforts strictly in Twisp. 

One could argue Winthrop 
doesn’t need as much help with 
its economy. The town of 400 or 
so residents overtly courts tour-
ists and swells to 5,000 people or 
more on a busy summer day. 

On the other hand, geogra-
phy doesn’t necessarily define 
TwispWorks, even if people 
associate the organization with 
its eponymous campus in Twisp. 
Initiatives such as Methow Made 
(locally produced goods) and the 

Methow Investment Network 
(small-business loans) operate 
throughout the valley.

“We have to look at economic 
development valley-wide,” said 
Anne Eckmann, who is co-
owner of Blue Sky Real Estate 
in Winthrop and is on the Twisp-
Works board. Eckmann attended 
the Winthrop session.

“I feel like the valley is so 
connected, you can’t really iso-
late,” she added.

take the time off for the cross-coun-
try trip, he said.

Shepherd, now 7, and James 
arrived in Mazama just in time 
for the annual pancake break-
fast at the community club, after 
negotiating the steep ascent to 
and descent from Washington 
Pass on the North Cascades 
Highway. While there, they got 
their bikes tuned up at North 
Cascades Cycle Werks, talked to 
folks and downed a few pancakes 
before continuing eastward.

Leisurely pace
James said they hope to travel 

about 30 miles a day, sticking to 
safe non-freeway routes for their 
3,590-mile journey to New York 
City. The arrival date is open-
ended, because the Colvers don’t 

want to hurry for the sake of get-
ting there on some strict sched-
ule. James said he expects the 
trek to take three to four months.

When their bikes’ brakes got 
hot coming down from the pass, 
James said, he and Shepherd just 
stopped to enjoy the scenery for 
a while. “There’s lots to see on 
Highway 20,” James said.

“The slower you go, the more 
fun you have,” James said. “It’s 
about the journey, not the des-
tination. The important part is 
being flexible. People on a rigid 
schedule are not having much 
fun.”

In addition to building up 
Shepherd’s stamina, James 
emphasized safe bicycling hab-
its during their training. “We 
religiously take trails if we 
can,” James said, “and leave the 
road to drivers. We’re trying to 
spread some good vibes about 
safe biking.”

Gift of time
“I’m really proud of him,” 

James said of his son. More than 
that, James said he values the 
opportunity to spend so much 
time with Shepherd — the kind 
of “quality time” that parents 
sometimes have difficulty find-
ing space for in their busy lives.

In fact, James looks at the adven-
ture as “the gift of being present 
with your kid. Shepherd offered me 
the opportunity to bike with him.” 

Already, the Colvers have 
encountered lots of friendly 
folks who have been willing to 
help if needed — an experience 
James recalls from his previous 
cross-country rides. “All that 
stuff happens unexpectedly, and 
it’s always a pleasant surprise,” 
James said. Looking out for 
other people is something James 
cherishes and practices. He was 
a kidney donor to “a dear friend” 
about three years, and said he 

encourages other people to con-
sider being donors.

It’s easy to follow the Colvers’ 
progress, and share in some 
of their other experiences, on 
their Facebook page, www.
facebook.com / Trek-2019 -
2173254939579490. There you’ll 
find regular updates, a route 

map, photos and videos, includ-
ing a story by Seattle’s KING-5 
TV on the Colvers’ departure 
from Anacortes.

For instance, there’s this Face-
book entry from Sunday: “On 
our way to Twisp a very kind 
woman named Carolyn stopped 
and gave us directions for a bet-

ter road to ride. Then she brought 
us hot cocoa 10 minutes later 
down the road. So far we have 
met so many awesome folks.” 
You may recognize the woman 
in the photo as valley resident 
Carolyn Sullivan.

“We’ve already had a great 
time,” James said.

Photos by Ralph Schwartz
Claire Bunney, left, speaks to a group at a TwispWorks listening session, 
Wednesday (May 22) at the Winthrop Rink. TwispWorks Executive Direc-
tor Don Linnertz is third from left.
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509.996.2284
bearcreekgolfcourse.com

19 Bear Creek Golf Course Road, Winthrop

LIKE US!
@bearcreekgolfcoursewinthrop

Come
play
with
us!

Open Every Day, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Mobile Food
Twisp, WA 98856

509-449-2089

TwispWorks
Open Wed-Sat 11-3

#FORKTWISP

NEW menu items!

Next to the Mazama Store
509.996.2515

Jerry Palm
palmc@methownet.com • 509-996-8178

www.palmconstructioninc.com

• Foundations
• Excavation
• Road Building
• Septic Systems

• Landscaping
• Dust Abatement
• Crane Service
• Water & Power

Lic# PALMCCI953CW

40+ Years 

Experience!

WANTED
for smoking up the air and eating your firewood

• Home heating stoves only — no camp stoves, fire 
pits, or burn barrels. 

• Stoves must be in working order and free of 
firebrick, ash, and debris. 

• Stoves must pass inspection on site. Those with 
qualifying stoves will receive a $250 check in about 
3 weeks. 

• Limit 2 per customer — persons must be 18 or older.
• Must show proof of Okanogan County residency.

More information: call (509) 575-2490 or
email AgBurnTeamCRO@ecy.wa.gov

Twisp Transfer 

Station 
June 5, 2019 

9am to 3pm

12 Twisp Airport Rd

Twisp, WA 98856

Central LandfillJune 6, 20199am to 3pm241 B&O North RdOkanogan, WA 
98840

For old, working wood stoves!
$250 Reward

of the lane that is still open to 
traffic,” the Washington State 
Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) said in a press release. 
“For the safety of drivers, it will 
be necessary to restrict all travel 
through that area until that work 
is complete.”

The closure will require traf-
fic between the Methow Val-

ley and Okanogan/Omak to use 
the 70-mile workaround that 
became familiar two years ago 
when the highway was closed for 
more than three months. During 
the current closure, westbound 
traffic from Okanogan toward 
Twisp will again be detoured 
south along U.S. 97 and east-
bound traffic from Twisp toward 
Okanogan will be detoured south 
along state Highway 153.

Mudflows in early April of 
2017 at milepost 222 under-

cut the road, causing extensive 
damage. Multiple debris slides 
and road failures along High-
way 20 on both sides of the 
Loup Loup summit forced clo-
sure of a 16-mile stretch of the 
highway. The road remained 
closed until July 10, when it 
opened partially with one lane 
through the most-damaged sec-
tions. Repairs cost more than 
$4 million. 

In April 2018, mudslides came 
down over Highway 20 east of 

Loup Loup Pass in the same area 
where slides closed the highway 
almost exactly a year earlier, 
causing a brief closure. 

This year’s May 1 mudslide 
eroded earth below the high-
way about 7 miles east of the 
summit, leaving the outer lane 
and guardrail suspended in air. 
WSDOT has hired Hurst Con-
struction of East Wenatchee 
under a $1.3 million 30-day 
emergency contract. WSDOT 
said earl ier that motor ists 

should expect a “quick fix.”
The 2017 slides were triggered 

by rainstorms, but WSDOT geo-
technical engineers determined 

that this year’s slide was a result 
of ground water that saturated 
soil below the road and caused 
the washout.

TranGO schedule changes during closure
Because of the closure of 

Highway 20 between Twisp and 
Okanogan through next Tuesday 
(June 4), TranGO — the county’s 
bus transportation system — will 
make some temporary schedule 
changes for two of the Twisp 
routes. The Twisp-Okanogan 

connector route will be canceled 
during the closure. The South 
Methow-Twisp/Pateros route 
times will change to meet up 
with the bus from Okanogan to 
Pateros. All routes and times will 
return to the regular schedule as 
soon as the highway re-opens. 

South Methow/Twisp/Carlton schedule during closure

with is very impressive,” he said. 
“What I find even more impres-
sive is that we are almost always 
able to pair each of our seniors 
with a mentor in the community 
no matter how complex the proj-
ect or what level of expertise may 
be required.”

The students must devote at 
least 20 hours outside of class on 
their project and write a research 
paper. What follows is a sam-
pling of their projects.∂

It was well into the dinner 
hour on a chilly February night 
and Zane Grubb had been at the 
Old Schoolhouse Brewery (OSB) 
in Winthrop since 9 a.m., chop-
ping ingredients, mixing spices, 
and assembling burgers, fish and 
chips, and veggie quesadillas. “I 
don’t like to stress out, so — no 
matter the situation — I stay 
calm,” he said.

Grubb regularly whips up 
Mexican dishes, stir-fries and 
Vietnamese phở soup for his 
family. But that’s a far cry from 
cooking his own menu for doz-
ens of paying customers at OSB.

Grubb started work on the 
menu at the end of last year, 
adapting his ideas to the ingre-
dients on hand. His Chicken 
Saltimbocca Melt started out as 
Chicken Cordon Bleu, but Grubb 
swapped out the prosciutto for 
bacon. “I looked at recipes as 
a guideline, and then modified 
them,” he said.∂

Coming up with a unique 
Methow landmark for every 
letter of the alphabet was an 
absorbing project for Icel Suko-
vaty, who channeled her interests 
in art and poetry into an ABC 
book. 

Some letters were easy — T for 
turkey and W for winter — but 
Sukovaty struggled to find a 
match  for X. After rejecting sug-
gestions of X-ray and xylophone, 
neither of which seemed particu-
larly local, Sukovaty came up 
with the idea of X for “crossing,” 
to represent the signs around the 
valley alerting people to cattle 
crossings, tractor crossings and 
skier crossings. ∂

When Mason Johnson was 
a kid, his head was filled with 
creative ideas, but he never had 
enough opportunities to build on 
them. So the Independent Learn-
ing Center senior wanted to pro-
vide an outlet for young kids to 
exercise their imagination.

Johnson launched and led 
a Dungeons & Dragons after-
school Cub Club for fifth- and 
sixth-graders. As dungeon 
master, Johnson provided a 
story — a town threatened by 
bandits — and guided the kids as 
they made up characters and the 
story evolved over eight weeks.

Improvisation is a big part 
of the game. “There are no 
screens — it’s pen and paper 
entirely. It’s theater of the mind,” 
said Johnson.∂

When Angel ique Kelley 
moved to the Methow last year 
after growing up in Tacoma 
and Seattle, she was surprised 
that school dances here were so 
staid — no one was dancing, she 

said. 
“I’ve always been an indepen-

dent person,” said Kelley. So she 
used her considerable energy to 
get others up and dancing, which 
led to a senior project to learn 
and teach Zumba, a combina-
tion of dance and fitness that’s 
become a workout sensation.

It took a while to feel she 
could fit in in the Methow. But 
Kelley found the small commu-
nity let her be herself, whether 
through dance or through her 
personal style. Her hair was died 
a vibrant purple for the senior-
project presentation. “Hair 
changes your appearance — and 
your confidence,” she said.∂

“It was easy to see the prob-
lem once I took it apart,” said 
Wyatt Scott, who rebuilt the die-
sel engine in a 2006 Ford F250. 
“It was pretty enjoyable.”

But Scott didn’t just rebuild 
the engine — he put in hundreds 
of hours of research to revamp 
the engine, an early prototype 
designed to meet emissions stan-
dards, so that it runs more effi-
ciently and won’t overheat. ∂

Writing poetry is not only a 
means of expressing ideas, but it 
also has proven therapeutic ben-
efits. That’s part of what Lucia 
Clay learned from writing and 
publishing “Made of Clay,” a 
book of 19 original poems.

The poems are especially per-
sonal, part of Clay’s exploration 
of the soothing powers of poetry 
and art. Her research turned up a 
significant body of work on the 
therapeutic effects of art for peo-
ple coping with mental illness or 
recovering from drug addiction. 

Because her poetry is very 

personal, Clay hasn’t decided 
whether she will make the book 
available to the public, but she 
shared one poem she’d writ-
ten about her mother with the 
group. ∂

Depression is not only a cen-
tral theme, but also a living, 
breathing character in “A Girl’s 
Mind.” Depression states its dia-
bolical plan at the outset of Neela 
Mitchell’s novella: “I am a soul 
bender, a mind crusher and I am 
beyond lethal. I live in the shad-
ows because when the spotlight 
is on me, I’m mocked…. I twist 
innocent people’s minds. I play 
with their emotions.”

Mitchel l’s other charac-
ters include Sapphire, a lonely 
girl who keeps up a running 
dialogue with Depression, 
and Demitri, the friend who 
sees Sapphire’s creativity and 
humanity.∂

How do you convey an emo-
tion on stage through music? 
Dean Hussey did just that last 
summer when he worked on 
sound design and created origi-
nal music for the play “Bike 
America” at the Merc Playhouse. 
To build a mood that fit a dra-
matic turning point in the script, 
Hussey tweaked the tempo and 
velocity of notes and chords in a 
country song.

While Hussey’s senior project 
focused on the music for “Bike 
America,” he’s done sound 
design at the theater for half a 
dozen years — 26 shows and 
more than 900 service hours.∂

Future Liberty Bell students 
and staff will get a surge of 
school spirit when they walk by 
Chloe Temple’s spirit mural in 
the hallway. The mural includes 
the Liberty Bell spires in the 
North Cascades, colorful hand-
prints, and words that describe 

the students: “caring, loving, 
helpful and open… exuberant, 
creative, adventurous.”∂

“When you’re kind to others 
and open to all people, the rip-
ple effect happens,” said Kyleen 
Romero, who researched neuro-
science to understand racial bias. 
She learned about the evolution 
of the brain and how the brain’s 
subconscious converts these 
experiences into defenses. 

As a Chicana from an immi-
grant family, Romero said her 
project grew out of a personal 
experience with harassment. She 
wanted not only to understand 
the roots of bias, but also to find 
ways to diffuse it. Diffusing bias 
takes hyperawareness and kind-
ness in all your interactions, she 
said. Romero encouraged people 
to take responsibility for their 
actions. “We’re society — every 
little thing we do changes a lot,” 
she said.
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Neela Mitchell ’s father, Steve 
Mitchell, took the photo on the 
cover of her book.

Chloe Temple’s senior project will be mounted in the hallway at Liberty 
Bell High School.


