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Hen bravery 
set stage 
for victory
0Ǐǌƿ�,ǗǏǑǐǄ
ǅǉǐǈǊǉƽ$ǁƽǅǌǐǍǌƿ�ǎǂǄ�

This is a story about murder and triumph. 
First comes murder.
In the midst of last February’s snowmaged-

don, as the wind whipped snow and ice across the 
streets of Port Townsend, the city’s raccoons were 
cold, hungry and searching for snacks.

Unaware of the imminent danger, two innocent 
Rhode Island Red hens, named Peep and Cluck, sat 
snug in their warm coop. Usually, the strength of 
the chicken wire that surrounds the coop is enough 
protection. But not this time.

“One raccoon managed to unthread the wire,” 
said Shelly Randall, the mother of Soren Randall, 
who is the 10-year-old owner of the chickens.

Soon, Peep and Cluck were faced with a mon-
ster. Cluck, the bigger of the two, puffed up her 
chest and ran at the raccoon, giving Peep time to 
run away and hide. She lost her life in the battle.

The suspect is still at large.
For the Randalls, it was a sad loss, but also a 

display of character.
Competing hens

Soren Randall, 10, and his chicken, Peep, stand perfectly still as judges test the handlers’ knowledge 
SJ�XLIMV�ERMQEPW��2I\X�XS�LMQ��7SVIRŭW�JIPPS[�NYRMSV�QIQFIVW�SJ�XLI�4IRMRWYPE�4SYPXV]���,�'PYF��+VEGI��
EKI�����>IOI�&EROW��EKI����ERH�8LIE�&EVRIXX��EKI�����WLS[�XLIMV�GLMGOIRW��%W�XLI�]SYXL�EVI�ERW[IVMRK�
the judge’s questions, the chicken is supposed to stand still and calm on the carpet square for the 
HYVEXMSR�SJ�XLI�IZIRX��[LMGL�GER�PEWX����QMRYXIW�SV�QSVI��4IITŭW�GEPQ�ERH�TSMWI�LIPTIH�7SVIR�[MR�
XLI�'LEQTMSR�E[EVH��7II�QSVI�TLSXSW�SR�TEKI�%��� Photo courtesy Shelly Randallsee 4-H, page A17

Historic ‘Maiden’ voyage to include stop in PT
0Ǐǌƿ�,ǗǏǑǐǄ
ǅǉǐǈǊǉƽ$ǁƽǅǌǐǍǌƿ�ǎǂǄ

The legendary yacht, Maiden, crewed by a stellar team 
RI� IHPDOH� VDLORUV�� LQFOXGLQJ�D� FDSWDLQ�ZKR�ZDV� WKH�À�UVW�
woman to win a round-the-world sailing race, has added 
Port Townsend to its list of stops along its circumnavigation 
of the world.

After spending some time in Seattle, Maiden plans to 
VWRS�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�DQG�/$��EXW�À�UVW�WKH�FUHZ�ZLOO�PDNH�
a two-hour stop in Port Townsend around 4 p.m. on Aug. 15 
at the Northwest Maritime Center Dock.

“I’ve been following their voyage since they left Europe 
and when I found out they were going to be stopping in 
Vancouver and Seattle I immediately wrote to them,” said 
Kaci Cronkhite, a local sailor, author and former director 
of the Wooden Boat Foundation, who helped organize the 
visit. “I said, ‘You are passing a community that may have 
the most women sailors per capita in the country. We want 
to give you a hug from our community.”

Those who have seen the new documentary that was 
released June 28 will recognize Maiden as the world-famous 
yacht that skipper Tracy Edwards and her crew of female 
VDLORUV�PDGH�KLVWRU\�LQ��VDLOLQJ�DV�WKH�À�UVW�DOO�IHPDOH�WHDP�

in the 1989 Whitbread Round the World Race.
Now, Maiden is circumnavigating the world under command 

RI�:HQG\�7XFN�DQG�KDV�WDNHQ�KRPH�À�UVW�SUL]H�LQ�WKH������

Clipper Round the World Race, with a new all-woman crew.
“This vessel and the people who are a part of it have accom-

plished an amazing thing,” said Carol Hasse, owner of Hass 
& Co. Port Townsend Sails. “Not only winning the Whitbread 
Round the World Race, but also in restoring a sailing vessel 
with a purpose to encourage people to be out on the water.”

Maiden and her crew will be welcomed by Port Townsend’s 
own star-female crew, Hasse and her team of sailmakers, who 
serve racers and yacht sailors far and wide.

“I’m honored to represent in some small way all the women 
sailors and marine trade workers in our community,” Hasse 
said. “I’m a cruiser, not a racer, but I admire the courage and 
tenacity and the heart it took for all those women to make that 
happen together.”

As they circumnavigate the world, the crew of Maiden is 
bringing young girls aboard the boat to train them in sailing 
DQG�UDLVLQJ�PRQH\�WKURXJK�WKH�QRQSURÀ�W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH�
Maiden Factor, to educate women and girls.

“I particularly admire their mission, to make sure women 
and girls have access to the water,” Hasse said.

Maiden is expected to round Marrowstone Point anytime 
after 3 p.m. and make her way to the Northwest Maritime 
Center dock by 4 p.m.

8LI�GVI[�WLS[R�LIVI�[SR�XLI������;LMXFVIEH�6SYRH�XLI�;SVPH�6EGI��
QEOMRK�LMWXSV]�EW�XLI�Ƥ�VWX�EPP�JIQEPI�GVI[�XS�HS�WS��2S[��1EMHIR�MW�QEOMRK�
a stop in Port Townsend along its journey to circumnavigate the world 
ERH�MRWTMVI�[SQIR�XS�KIX�SYX�SR�XLI�[EXIV� Photo courtesy Sony Pictures

Municipalities come to taxpayers for investment
0Ǐǌƿ�,ǗǏǑǐǄ
ǅǉǐǈǊǉƽ$ǁƽǅǌǐǍǌƿ�ǎǂǄ�

Voters are going to have to decide just how much they want 
to tax property owners to invest in community infrastructure 
projects in the coming year.

Voters can expect to see a proposition on the ballot this coming 
November for a levy to pay for Port of Port Townsend upgrades, 
VXFK�DV�À�[LQJ�WKH�IDLOLQJ�3RLQW�+XGVRQ�MHWW\��%XW�WKLV�OHY\��ZKLFK�
FRXOG�DOORZ�SRUW�FRPPLVVLRQHUV�WR�LPSRVH�D�WD[�RI�XS�WR�IRUW\�À�YH�
cents per thousand dollars of assessed property value, is just the 
À�UVW�RI�VHYHUDO�WD[SD\HUV�FRXOG�VHH�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU�

The Jefferson County YMCA has proposed a plan to the 
city and the county to build a new swimming pool at the 
Mountain View Commons.

Plus, city residents could face new property taxes to 

support schools.
$QG��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKLFK�À�UH�GLVWULFW�\RX�OLYH�LQ��SURSHUW\�

WD[HV�PD\�ULVH�WR�SD\�IRU�QHZ�HTXLSPHQW�DQG�VWDIÀ�QJ�FRVWV�IRU�
À�UH�SURWHFWLRQ�

Here’s a round-up of what could be coming soon to Jefferson 
County property tax bills:

PARKS DISTRICT POOL AND RECREATION CENTER.
“We’re proposing a limited purpose Metropolitan Parks 

District,” said Jeff Randall, project coordinator for the YMCA. 
“We have made this recommendation to the city and the county.”

Under the state law (RCW 35.61.210), the parks district 
would be allowed to collect up to 75 cents per one thousand dol-
lars of assessed property value, said Jeff Chapman, the county 
assessor.

see MAIDEN, page A16

Crowd of 1,000 discusses controversial treatment clinic
(ǓǗǊ�1ǏǌǌǓǆ
ǍǄǈǅǅǌƿ$ǁƽǅǌǐǍǌƿ�ǎǂǄ

Jefferson and Clallam County’s new addic-
tion treatment center is going ahead, whether 
Sequim wants it in Sequim or not.

But first, opponents had their say at 
an Aug. 8 public meeting hosted by the 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.

There, about 1,000 people from across the 
Olympic Peninsula told project leaders how 
they felt, with many from Sequim mourning 
the loss of their town’s self-image as “a teeny-
tiny town” in the country. Alternately jeering 
and cheering Jamestown S’Klallam Chairman 
Ron Allen, opponents and supporters took 

two-minute turns at the microphone for four 
hours.

The Tribe, with headquarters in Blyn, 
bought the Sequim site for the facility and 
has therefore become the focus of oppo-
nents of the project, though the clinic is the 
brainchild of governments in Jefferson and 
Clallam Counties.

In order to modernize and improve mental 
health care and addiction services, the 
Washington Legislature has approved $7.2 
million for construction of a medicine-assisted 
treatment (MAT) center on the Olympic 
Peninsula so that addicts will be able to get 
suboxone-type treatments without traveling 
as far as they have in the past.

The size of the crowd - 1,000 people in 
the Guy Cole Event Center in Sequim - was 
notable for the context. Sequim has a listed 
population of 7,000. Every parking surface 
within 200 yards of the Cole Center was full, 
LQFOXGLQJ�D�FLW\�VRFFHU�À�HOG��D�ODUJH�FKXUFK�ORW�
and every spot around the Cole Center and 
Carrie Blake Park. Cars also lined the sides 

of North Blake Avenue for blocks.

PRO
Using medications that prevent cravings, 

block opioid molecules and replace illegal opi-
ates, medicine-assisted treatment is necessary 
WR�EHDW�WKH�À�HUFH�DGGLFWLYH�JULS�RI�RSLRLGV��VDLG�
supporters.

Several speakers at the Sequim hearing 
described their own or loved-ones’ struggles that 
started with doctors prescribing opioid painkill-
HUV�WKDW�SURYHG�GLIÀ�FXOW�WR�NLFN��7KH\�SUDLVHG�
the Sequim location, noting it is roughly midway 
between Port Townsend and Port Angeles. And 
they praised the tribe for providing the site.

see TAX, page A16

see CENTER, page A8

“We’re moving forward.”

Ron Allen
',%-61%2

.%1)783;2�7ŭ/0%00%1�86-&)

%VXMWX�VIRHIVMRKW�SJ�XLI�TVSTSWIH�1SYRXEMR�:MI[�'SQQSRW�WLS[�E�X[S�
WXSV]�=1'%�FYMPHMRK� Artist rendering by Mike Kowalski



4SVX�8S[RWIRH�
�.IJJIVWSR�'SYRX]�0IEHIV� ;IHRIWHE]��%YKYWX�����������ŵ�%���

ZZZ�UKRG\ODZ�FRP�f���������������

����:DVKLQJWRQ�6W��6XLWH����QH[W�WR�WKH�IRXQWDLQ�

3RUW�7RZQVHQG

:LOOV

7UXVWV

3UREDWH

7UXVW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ

3RZHUV�RI�$WWRUQH\

+HDOWKFDUH�'LUHFWLYHV

6SHFLDO�1HHGV�7UXVWV

(OGHU�/DZ

3HW�7UXVWV

%XVLQHVV�)RUPDWLRQ

%XVLQHVV�/DZ

5HDO�(VWDWH

/DQGORUG�,VVXHV

/HDVHV

SMALL TOWN LAW

AREAS OF PRACTICE

SMALL TOWN LAW ! ALL ISSUES WELCOME

GREG FREEZE
$WWRUQH\�DW�/DZ

��/LFHQVHG�LQ�&$��25��:$��

Loving care for your little one!

Lulu’s B&B for Dogs
��
����������������������������������
�������������

��������������������������������
��	��������������������������

Serving Port Townsend for 15+ Years
�������������������

360-379-5248 or 360-301-5151

�� KDELWDWHMF�RUJ�VKRS� �� ������������� �

every
donation
helps a family build a decent
and affordable home

901 Ness’ Corner Road, 
Hadlock WA

www.hadlockbuildingsupply.com
COWBOYS!

GO

LOCAL VETERAN &
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

TOUR DE FORTS
Port Townsend, WA 

Saturday October 5th 2019
A day of Cycling! Rides for All Ages and Abilities!

For more info visit: www.tourdeforts.org

  
  

Reach 
2 Million 

Readers

:DVKLQJWRQ�,PSDFW�DGV�JHW�UHVXOWV�

'FTUJWBMT�'BJST�DBS�
TIPXT�SFTPSUT�BOE�
HPMG�DPVSTFT�MPWF�UIF�
SFTVMUT�UIFZ�HFU�

*ORVJSF�BU�UIJT�OFXTQBQFS�PS�DBMM��������������t�BET!XOQB�DPN

“Bravery is important, no matter where 
it comes from,” said Gloria Randall, Soren’s 
grandmother.

Fast forward several months. At the 
Jefferson County Fair, Peep stood still 
and tall as the judges swathed her in blue, 
winning ribbons.

But even while basking in the glory 
of winning Best In Show at the Jefferson 
County Fair, Peep  owed it all to her friend 
Cluck.

“This is a chicken that’s a surprise win,” 
Randall said. “She’s an older bird. And she 
did almost lose her life this year.”

Soren has been showing Peep at the 
fair for the past several years and this 
won’t be his last, Randall said.

“He really likes to just show off his 
chicken and let people come in and pet 
her,” she said.

Peep is especially fun to show, she said, 
because of the chicken’s ability to stand 
incredibly still throughout the duration of 
the judging. While others have to place a 
hand on their chicken to hold them, Soren 
stands still with Peep at his side, while the 
judges deliberate.

“He just loves his chickens,” Randall 
said. “He cares for them and talks to them. 
He understands their language.”

But big kudos go to the 4-H program 
in Jefferson County, Randall said. The 
poultry group offers kids like Soren the 
opportunity to care for animals, even if 
they don’t have one themselves. 

“You can join an animal club without 
owning an animal,” Randall said.

4-H: ‘Peep’ wins Best In Show at Je! Co Fair
continued from page 1

Soren Randall, 10, of Port Townsend, a member of the Peninsula Poultry 4-H Club in Jefferson 
County, hugs his Rhode Island Red hen, Peep, after the two of them won the Fitting & Showing 
Champion award for their age group at the Jefferson County Fair. Photo courtesy Shelly Randall

Above: Four-year-old Josie Wingren tries holding 
a baby chick at the Jefferson County Fair. 

Right: 14-year-old Claire Porter watches over 
the chicks in the Jefferson County Fair’s poultry 
building. Leader photos by Lily Haight

Nariah Johnson, 12 years old, and her llama Rambo prepare to show off their stuff at the Jefferson County Fair. 

Fair season is 4-H season
&ƿ�.ǗǊǓ�7ǄǓǖǖǏǊǅ�
7ǁǌǎǈǐǅ�ƽǂ�8ǉǌ�0ǌǐǍǌƿ

Nine-year-old Ruby 
Groussman’s eyes lit up when 
she talked about her photog-
raphy entries in the 4-H and 
open class competitions at the 
Jefferson County Fair.

One depicts a chickadee 
DERXW�WR�Á\�IURP�D�IHQFH�SRVW��
another of dancers in Vietnam 
and an extreme close-up 
shows her chicken, ready to 
peck the camera lens. 

Lillian Morrison, 14, 
hoped her long-hair tabby 
cat, Sherlock, would win and 
he did: Champion Long Hair 
Cat; Champion Feline Good 
Citizen and for Sherlock’s 
human, Champion in cage 
design. She also won an inter-
mediate group blue ribbon for 
showmanship.

“He’s massive — he weighs 
15.4 pounds,” she said. “He’s 
big and sweet and super chill 

with everything.”
The kids in 4-H represent 

today’s pool of youth pursu-
ing an array of interests, from 
weaving to synchronization in 
the horse drill team. Jefferson 
County Fair results weren’t 
available at press time, but for 
some participants, those shiny 
blue ribbons aren’t entirely 
the point.

“Agriculture is the life-
blood of the program,” said 
local 4-H coordinator Tanya 
Barnett. “But more often, it’s 
the off-beat programs where 
people are connecting.”

Two hundred youth are 
enrolled in 4-H in Jefferson 
County, and 70 adult volun-
teers guide them through the 
learning process of the project 
they’re pursuing.

´:H�KDYH�D�VWHDG\�ÁRZ�RI�
kids — sometimes generations 
— coming through,” Barnett 
said. “‘Learning by doing,’ 
is our motto. It’s hands-on, 

experiential.”
4-H began in 1902 through 

land grant universities and 
H[WHQVLRQ� RIÀFHV�� 2ULJLQDOO\�
based in agriculture to help 
the South get back on its feet 
after the Civil War, the clubs 
have since branched to com-
prise most everything to do 
with everyday life.

4-H youth will be well-
represented in embroidery, 
painting, canning, archery, 
robotics, theater — and tra-
ditional animal husbandry, 
from cavies (a small rodent) to 
horses. They will answer ques-
tions posed by the judges, and 
others asked by the public.

Their work can be time-
consuming —many kids are 
feeding calves and ensuring 
their health over the months 
until fair time. Much is edu-
cational; the robots aren’t just 
LEGOs, but moving plastic 
that comes alive through 
circuitry patterns the kids 

learned. The needlecrafts 
are painstakingly detailed; 
the secret ingredient in that 
incredible jam is, well, a 
secret.

Sophia Lukas, 17, has 
been involved with 4-H for 11 
years, this year entering her 
cat, Cloudy.

She had a good outing, 
too: Champion cat costume, 
Reserve Champion in cage 
design, Senior Blue Reserve 
Champion for showmanship, 
and a blue ribbon in the Long 
Hair Cat competition.

In past years, she’s worked 
in robotics.

“That needs a lot of team-
work,” she said. “You have to 
have the same goals or it’d just 
become chaos.”

Some are eager to win a 
rosette. Others are happy to 
participate.

“I’m OK with anything that 
happens,” Groussman said. 
“It’s OK if other people win.”


