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Keeping 
renters 
home

A simple request for a washing 
machine repair has left April Sweet 
homeless.

During the two-plus years she’s 
lived at her Federal Way apartment, 
she never had any problems from 
management. Until March 2, when 
her washing machine broke.

She called her apartment manage-
ment and requested it be fixed, 
and she was told due to a backlog 
of maintenance requests they were 
unable to fix it until 22 days later, 
Sweet said.

Shortly after, she received her first 
notice to vacate, which Sweet says 
came without a reason.

“When I went to management to 
complain [about my broken washing 
machine, the manager] pretty much 
evicted me out,” Sweet said.

She said the manager knew she 
had two small children with her, but 
evicted her anyways without proper 
reasoning. Due to the first eviction 
her landlord gave her, Sweet decided 
to save her rent money to help her 
move into a new place with her 
children.

Because she didn’t pay rent, her 
manager provided her another evic-
tion notice, which stated she needed 
to leave the residence by Friday, May 
31. To add to her struggle, Sweet said 
the landlord gave her a bad reference 
to the new apartment she was trying 
to move to, which resulted in her 
application being rejected.

By Haley Donwerth
hdonwerth@fedwaymirror.com

‘Please not my son’
One phrase ricocheted through 

Rochelle Wilson’s mind when she 
received the call.

“Please not my son, not my son, 
not my son.”

The body of 17-year-old Cam-
eron Wilson was found in a Fife 
parking lot near Pacific Highway 
East and Willow Road on May 
13. Wilson’s cause of death was a 
gunshot wound to the chest; his 
death was ruled a homicide.

Cameron’s funeral service was held on 
Monday, said Rochelle Wilson, Cameron’s 
mother.

“It’s the worst feeling in the world to have 
to put your baby to rest … the worst feeling,” 
she said.

She was at work on May 13 when the mom 
of Cameron’s friend called and told her the 
friend was hysterical.

The friend believed something had 
happened to Cameron after seeing a news 
report in which the victim description fit that 
of Cameron, said Rochelle Wilson, of Fife.

“I hoped it was all some big misunder-
standing,” she recalled. She went to her 
supervisor and explained the situation. She 
was too upset to drive, so coworkers drove 
her to the police station where her panicked 
fear became sickening reality, she said.

Earlier in the day, Cameron was seen at a 
barbecue with friends at a friend’s detail shop 
near Willow Road in Fife. He returned home 
and Rochelle Wilson said she saw Cameron 
around 6 p.m. She then went to bed.

That was the last time she saw her son.
Cameron was planning to meet up with 

someone who he had an ongoing dispute 
with, Fife police stated in a press release.

“What I wouldn’t give to just hug my baby, 
to just kiss my son,” she told the Mirror.

“We gotta figure out who did this to my 
baby,” Rochelle Wilson said. “Why would 
somebody do that to a 17-year-old kid? … 
Nobody deserves that anyway, regardless of 
what your lifestyle is, nobody deserves that.”

In the 10 days since his murder, the family 
has been taking it one painful second at a 
time, said Rochelle Wilson.

“I’m trying to hold my family together … it’s 
so hard,” she said. “Emotions are everywhere. 

Anger, sadness, grief, all of it combined. We’re 
trying to hold it together with a prayer.”

Cameron was a senior at Todd Beamer 
High School in Federal Way nearing grad-
uation this June, the final finish line of high 
school.

“He had a very bright future in front of 
him. The sky was the limit for him,” Rochelle 
Wilson said. He did well in school, and he 
enjoyed building computers from scratch in 
his free time, she said.

Cameron planned to attend Seattle 
University to study computer science this fall.

Due to his tragic murder, which is still 
under investigation, Rochelle Wilson hopes 
to accept Cameron’s diploma on his behalf 

since her son will not be walking across the 
stage to receive it.

She also plans to be at Todd Beamer’s 
graduation to support Cameron’s friends.

“Our hearts go out to the friends, family 
and the school community mourning one 
of our students whose life was lost too soon,” 
the Federal Way Public Schools district said 
in a statement.

When a high school student passes before 
graduation, the school district works with 
the family to honor the student’s accom-
plishments towards a diploma, according to 
FWPS.

By Olivia Sullivan
osullivan@fedwaymirror.com

See SON, Page 5

See RENTERS, Page 5

Washington CAN, 
council members 
working to prevent 
unfair evictions

Mother of murdered Todd Beamer teen speaks out

17-year-old Todd Beamer student Cameron Wilson was murdered in Fife on May 13. Photo 
courtesy of Rochelle Wilson



“She told them I owed her 
$2,500, and mind you that 
a week before she served 
me the eviction notice,” she 
said.

Now, she’s going to move 
in with her daughter for the 
time being.

Sweet said all of her prob-
lems with her apartment 
complex started when she 
asked for a simple washing 
machine repair, and now it’s 
spiraled into her essentially 
being homeless.

Erin Fenner, communi-
cations director for Wash-
ington Community Action 
Network, said this is a prime 
example of how the Just 
Cause Evictions Initiative 
will help prevent unfair and 
unlawful evictions.

“This is a pattern that we 
see,” Fenner said. “Land-
lords will target tenants who 
ask for repairs with eviction 
notices, then they’ll come 
at them with fees … Tenants 
will then get slammed with 
a lot of unexpected and 
confusing fees that make it 
really difficult for them to 
pay rent and then the land-
lord is able to evict them 
more quickly.”

Fenner said this is a great 
example of why Washington 
CAN is trying to bring things 
like this initiative to Federal 
Way.

“We’re doing the initia-
tive, which would mean 
landlords would have to 
give a good reason for evict-
ing tenants, and the Rental 
Inspection Program, which 
states that landlords would 
have to have their buildings 
go through rental inspec-
tions because right now 
they don’t even have the 
same health code standards 
that restaurants do.”

She said the purpose of 
the initiative is to prevent 
retaliation and discrimi-
nation, because she said 
Washington CAN has seen 
that most people affected by 

evictions are people of color 
and low-income.

Federal Way City Council 
members Martin Moore 
and Jesse Johnson are 
supporting the Just Cause 
Evictions Initiative.

“It’s our job to make sure 
everybody is taken care 
of,” Moore said, noting he’s 
supporting this initiative to 
ensure people have a roof 
over their heads.

Along with working on 
this initiative, which needs 
over 7,000 signatures by 
June 6 to be placed on the 
ballot for this November’s 
election, Johnson said the 
city is also looking into 
joining a Rental Inspection 
Program with Washington 
CAN. That program would 
provide protections for rent-
ers in cases of safety hazards 

inside rental housing, such 
as mold.

“In Federal Way, there 
are lots of slums and lots of 
slum lords, and yet tenants 
can not have the same 
protections, even though 
there are more low-income 
tenants,” Fenner said.

She added that landlords 
refusing to answer mainte-
nance requests are causing 
particular harm to those 
tenants who receive Section 
8 assistance.

“Section Eight sends 
out inspectors and if they 
find that the house is not 
habitable, they stop giving 
Section Eight payments,” 
she said.

So when landlords refuse 
repairs and say it’s the 
responsibility of the renter, 
Fenner said, this can put 

some renters in jeopardy 
of losing a portion of their 
income.

Ashley Cormier, who 
often works with Federal 
Way for Washington CAN, 
said they are trying to 
bring these initiatives and 
programs to Federal Way 
because the city needs it.

“It’s a really big city,” 
she said, and it needs to 
provide more protections 
for renters.

Federal Way is the 
ninth-largest city in Wash-
ington based on population, 
at 101,917.

Fenner said this would 
be a great step to preventing 
homelessness and ensuring 
fair treatment for renters in 
this city.

Unlike the initiative, 
this program would be 

something the city council 
would vote to enter.

Johnson said presenta-
tions about the program will 

be done during  
council meetings this 
November and Decembe, 
with the council voting on 
the program in January 
2020.

Right now, the city 
doesn’t have an aggressive 
policy when it comes to 
renter evictions, Moore said.

If this initiative passes, 
Johnson said it would be 
up to the city to determine 
action against landlords 
who violate it.

Johnson said they are 
interested in bringing these 
initiatives and programs 
to Federal Way to “… Keep 
people housed, and ensure 
the houses are safe [to live 
in].”

If the Just Cause Evic-
tions Initiative is placed 
on the ballot, Federal Way 
residents can vote on it this 
November.

The district procedure 
states a deceased student 
“may be honored at the 
graduation ceremony 
and qualify for a posthu-
mous diploma that may be 
presented in the following 
way:

A designee (student or 
school district representative 
such as a coach or teacher) 
may carry the deceased 
student’s picture during the 
graduation ceremony.”

The granting of the post-
humous diploma should 
be in a manner consistent 
with the intent of gradua-
tion, such as by a footnote in 
the program stating that the 
diploma is awarded posthu-
mously, the district’s state-
ment continued.

“He touched so many 
people’s lives,” Rochelle 
Wilson said. “Cameron was 
kind, he was funny, he was 
quirky … Actually, I don’t 

even want to use the word 
‘was’ because he is.”

As the days pass, Camer-
on’s murder remains 
unsolved. Fife detectives 
have reached out to the 
community, asking for 
anyone who may have infor-
mation regarding the teen’s 
death to come forward.

“His brother is torn to 
pieces and his sister is 
just devastated,” Rochelle 
Wilson said, noting that 

the siblings were already 
close, but at the brink of 
adulthood, were beginning 
to forge an even stronger 
bond.

Throughout the tears, 
confusion, and pain, 
Rochelle Wilson said she 
is grateful for their time 
together.

“How blessed I am to 
have had 17 years with a 
wonderful child, a wonder-
ful son, wonderful guy.”
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...obituaries
TO SUBMIT A PAID OBITUARY,

CALL: 253.872.6677 
EMAIL:paidobits@reporternewspapers.com

or go ONLINE at this publication.
Paid obituaries include publication 

in the newspaper and online.

All notices are subject to veri� cation.
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Washington Impact ads get results!

Festivals, Fairs, car 
shows, resorts and 
golf courses love the 
results they get!

1.888.443.5815
Call for 
details

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

Renters: ‘It’s our job to make sure everybody is taken care of.’
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Several tenants and members of Washington CAN protesting unfair and discriminatory treatment and evictions. Haley 
Donwerth /staff photo

Son: ‘What I wouldn’t give to just hug my baby’
From Page 1

Learn more
More information 
about this initiative, 
Washington CAN, and 
how you can sign the 
petition can be found at 
stablehomesfederalway.
com.
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