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Since the Honor Flight 
Network was founded in 
2005, the nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to pro-
viding veterans with hon-
or and closure has paved 
the way for over 200,000 
veterans to visit and re-
flect at the 17 military 
monuments, museums 
and memorials in Wash-
ington D.C. 

Last month, 80 year 
old Morton resident Bill 
Evans, who also lived in 
Mineral, was one of 110 
Washington state, Texas 
and Colorado veterans 
chosen for this once in a 
lifetime experience. 

“It was a great honor to 
be selected – absolutely 
wonderful, emotional, 
overwhelming, more than 
I expected,” Evans said. 
Evans said his experience 
began with meeting the 
22 World War II, 19 Ko-
rean War, and 10 fellow 
Vietnam veterans from 
Washington state for the 
5:30 a.m. Alaska Airlines 
flight from Sea-Tac Air-
port to their hotel accom-
modations in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Each veteran was as-
signed a volunteer guard-
ian for assistance during 
the weekend, he said. His 
guardian was Graham res-
ident Kary Gibson.

“The weekend was 
grueling, but we were 
in wheel chairs and the 
guardians made it as easy 
as possible. We were 
treated like royalty. There 
were fire trucks on either 
side of us and people 
waving flags when we 
arrived in Baltimore,” he 
said. A police escort with 
sirens led the way during 
the subsequent trips to 
Washington D.C.

While the weekend 
was full of poignant expe-
riences, Evans said, one 
of the most memorable 
for him was watching a 
100 year old World War 

Morton veteran Bill Evans selected for honor flight 

II Navy nurse push the 
wheel chair of a 97 year 
old survivor of the Bata-
an Death March during a 
memorial viewing.  

“There was also a 97 
year old on the trip who 
was shot down over Nor-
mandy. I was one of the 
younger ones there,” Ev-
ans said. 

For Evans, whose 20 
years career in the Navy 
included 13 months in 
Vietnam and exposure 
and re-exposure to the 
herbicide and defoliant 
chemical Agent Orange, it 
was the visit to the Viet-
nam Memorial Wall that 
impacted him the most. 
While he had been in the 
area before, he was never 
able to emotionally han-
dle the visit to the wall 
until this trip, he said.

“Most guys try not to 
be emotional, but it was 
easier with the group. 
Everyone around me was 
emotional so I did not try 
to hide it. I had two names 
I wanted to look up, but I 
just couldn’t do it.”

Back home in Wash-
ington state and reunited 
with his bride of three 
years, Betty Trembley 
and his faithful Great 
Pyrenees service dog 
Dugan, the father of four 
daughters, grandfather 
of three grandsons, and 
great-grandfather of three 
great grandsons, said 
he will never forget the 
Honor Flight as he con-
tinues to live as a viable 
community member and 
citizen. From delighting 
kids in Mineral in his role 
as Santa Claus to serving 
on the elder board at the 
Longview Presbyterian 
Church to helping fellow 
veterans and enjoying an 
occasional fishing trip, 
Evans is making the most 
of his life and his oppor-
tunities. 

“We recognize our 
mortality. We don’t know 
how long we have, but I 
make the most of the time 
I do have. I am a religious 
person. If it wasn’t for 
Him…,” he reflected with 
emotion.   

TRUCKS 
2016 Ford F150 4X4 Supercrew XLT, 
2.7L Ecoboost V6, 6 speed auto., A/C, 
cruise/tilt, pwr. windows/locks/seat/
pedals, CD, Sirius, Sync, rearview 
camera, chrome pkg., 18” chrome 
alloy wheels, 30,641 milies, Silver,  
#1FTEWIEP5GKE26295 ............ $32,975 
WARRANTY

2016 Ford F150 4X4 Supercab XLT, 2.7L 
ecoboost V6, 6 speed auto., A/C, cruise/
tilt, pwr. windows/locks/seat/pedals, CD, 
Sirius, Sync, rearview camera, chrome 
pkg., trailer tow pkg., Linex bedliner, 18” 
chrome alloy wheels, 60,836 miles, Silver, 
#1FTEX1EP3GKF72840 ............ $23,975

2015 Ford F150 4X4 Supercrew Lariat, 
3.5L Ecoboost V6, 6 speed auto., auto. 
temp. A/C, cruise/tilt, pwr. windows/
locks/heated & cooled seats/pedals/
slider, leather, Sony audio, CD, Sirius, 
Sync, navigation, remote start, rearview 
camera, tow pkg., lift kit, hard tonneau 
cover, custom wheels & tires, running 
boards & more! 60,913 miles, White,  
#1FTEW1EG1FFC22729 ........... $36,975

2015 Ram 1500 SLT Big Horn Crew 
Cab 4X4, 5.7L Hemi, 8 speed auto., 
A/C, cruise/tilt, pwr. windows/locks/
seat/moonroof/slider, heated seats & 
steering wheel, Bluetooth, navigation, 
remote start, running boards, canopy, 
20” chrome wheels, 42,196 miles, Black, 
#1C6RR7LT3FS557243 ............. $27,975

2014 Ford F150 4X4 Supercrew 
Lariat, 3.5L Ecoboost V6, 6 speed 
auto., auto. temp. A/C, cruise/tilt, pwr. 
windows/locks/heated & cooled seats/
pedals/slider/moonroof, leather, Sony 
audio, CD, Sirius, Sync, navigation, 
remote start, rearview camera, tow 
pkg., chrome pkg., alloy wheels & 
more! 51,363 miles, Sunset Metallic,  
#1FTFWIET5EKD90249 ............. $33,975

SUVS/VANS 
2018 Ford Edge SEL AWD, 3.5L V6, 6 
speed auto., auto. temp. A/C, cruise/tilt, 
pwr. windows/locks/heated seats, leather, 
CD, Sirius, Sync, rearview camera, 
alloy wheels, 24,344 miles, White Gold,  
#2FMPK4J8XJBC16874 ............. $26,275

2018 Ford Escape SEL FWD, 1.5L 
Ecoboost 4 cyl., 6 speed auto, auto 
temp. A/C, cruise/tilt, pwr. windows/locks/
heated seats/liftgate, leather, CD, Sirus, 
Sync 3, lane keeping sys., blind spot 
info, adaptive cruise, rearview camera, 
alloy wheels, 48,774 miles, White Gold,  
#1FMCU0HD6JUB85671 ...........$18,575 
WARRANTY

2016 Ford Explorer XLT 4WD, 2.3L 
Ecoboost 4 cyl., 6 speed auto., auto. 
temp. A/C, cruise/tilt, pwr. windows/
locks/heated seats/twin panel moonroof, 
leather, premium audio, CD, Sirius, 
Sync, navigation, remote start, rearview 
camera, foward sensing system, tow 
pkg., alloy wheels, 15,661 miles, Black,  
#1FM5K8DH7GGC41422 ........ $29,975 
WARRANTY

2013 Ford Explorer XLT 4WD, 3.5L V6, 
6 speed auto., auto. temp. A/C, cruise/tilt, 
pwr. windows/locks/heated pwr. seats, 
leather, premium audio, CD, Sirius, Sync, 
navigation, rearview camera, 20” polished 
alloy wheels, 86,478 miles, Ruby Red,  
#1FM5K8D86DGB78003 ............$16,975

CARS 
2014 Ford Taurus Limited, 3.5L V6, 
6 speed auto., auto. temp. A/C, cruise/
tilt, pwr. windows/locks/heated & 
cooled seats/pedals/moonroof, Sony 
audio, CD, Sirius, Sync, navigation, 
remote start, rearview camera, 
blind spot info, 20” polished alloy 
wheels, 53,050 miles, Tuxedo Black,  
#1FAHP2F83EG134660 .............$13,975 
WARRANTY

2007 Lexus ES350 Sedan, 3.5L 
V6, auto., auto. temp. A/C, cruise/
tilt, pwr. windows/locks/heated seats/
moonroof, leather, CD, Bluetooth, 
alloy wheels, 118,157 miles, Dk. Red, 
#JTHBJ46G272151551 ................$7,475

2014 Kia Optima SX Turbo Sedan,  
2.0L turbo 4 cyl., 6 speed sportmatic 
trans., A/C, cruise/tilt, pwr. windows/
locks/heated & cooled seats/
moonroof, leather, Infinity audio, 

CD, Sirius, Bluetooth, navigation, 
alloy wheels, 43,427 miles, Black, 
#5XXGR4A61EG267071
WAS ............................................$18,575
NOW ............................................$16,575
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 Honor Flight recipient Bill Evans was accompanied by volunteer guardian Kary Gibson of Graham on his 
weekend trip to visit veterans’ monuments, museums and memorials in Washington D.C. 

Selected Washington state Honor Flight recipients wore red shirts while volun-
teer guardians could be identified by blue shirts during their visit to Washington 
D.C.

Honor Flight recipient Bill Evans with his Great Pyrenees service dog, Dugan. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial includes the names 
of 58,000 servicemen and women who gave their 
lives during the Vietnam conflict. 

The Iwo Jima Memorial is the largest bronze stat-
ue in the world and depicts the photograph of six 
American soldiers raising the American Flag after 
the battle of Iwo Jima during World War II. Sixty 
thousand American soldiers fought in the battle with 
6,821 killed and 20,000 injured.


