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By Ken Stern

The La Conner School Board passed 
a deficit operating budget for the dis-
trict’s coming 2019-2020 year. After 
months of study and public hearings 
July 15 and 22, Directors passed the 
budget unanimously, without comment, 
at their July 22 meeting.

Funding next year will be $300,000 
above this year, at $12.9 million, but 
expenses will be about $13.1 million, 
for a $179,000 deficit. Expenditures are 
$200,000 below 2018-2019. This is the 
third year running the budget has been 
in the red. The 2018-2019 deficit was 
$686,000. 

District budget figures show using 
about $225,000 from a reserve fund of 
$1.2 million.

State funding is up $927,000, but 
the February property levy passage de-
creased local funds by $128,446. Local 
non-tax funds are up $147,000. The 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community’s 
contribution is in this category.

The food service program expendi-
tures are slated to increase by $18,000. 
Revenue is projected to increase by an 
amount unstated at the July 15 budget 
hearing. 

Student enrollment is projected at 
585, a decrease of three. Documents 
show 51 certified, or teaching, staff, 4.5 
fewer, and classified, or support staff, 
reduced by one position. Salaries and 
wages have increased, with teachers 
getting an overall raise of over 26% last 
August.

Administrative staff raises have yet 
to be approved. A 3.8% increase has 
been on the Board’s agenda since June 
but tabled as part of the dispute the two 
school unions are having over Super-
intendent Whitney Meissner’s tenure. 
Each passed overwhelming no con-
fidence votes in June and have since 
called for her dismissal.

School District Board Directors are 
Janie Beasley, chair, Lynette Cram, Su-
san Deyo, Brad Smith and Kate Szurek.

School board
passed deficit
budget

New mark brands
Skagit Valley ag
as ‘Genuine’

By Bill Reynolds

The Fisher family name is synonymous with home, com-
mercial and industrial construction in Skagit County.

Frieschknecht is a less familiar name, but one that 
remains vital to bridging the county’s rich history and its 
present status as a model for balancing economic opportu-
nity with environmental preservation.

The Frieschknecht legacy, in fact, is a key chapter in 
the Fisher family story, which will be shared as part of the 
115th annual Skagit County Pioneer Picnic in La Conner 
Thursday.

Their story begins with Albert and Anna Widmer
Friescheschknecht, each of whom left Switzerland for 
Skagit County more than a century ago.

Albert arrived before the turn of the 20th century, set-
tling in Ehrlich, near the southeast end of Big Lake. Anna 
followed in 1901 to wed Albert.

The couple set about to clear by hand their land for 
buildings, gardens, and sunlight. They acquired milk cows 
and horses and embraced life as pioneer Skagit County 
farmers. But that’s not all. Besides farming, Albert owned 
and operated a saloon near Ehrlich from about 1908 to 
1920.

That business could be as daunting as farming.
Family members still recount the story of when Albert 

dueled it out with a gun-toting robber. Albert shot at the 
man, but the bullet lodged in a door jamb. The robber shot 
back and missed.

In time, Albert changed the family name to Fisher.
“He did so,” says Chad Fisher, Albert’s great-grandson, 

“because he had often been called “fish neck” and he also 
wanted to have a more conventional American name.”

Albert and Anna had five children, one of whom, Bill 
Fisher, took up farming after having worked in the woods. 
He was also in demand as a pile driver.

In addition, he gained great notoriety for having a high 
pain threshold.

Bill Fisher was part of the crew hired in 1934 to build 
the North Fork Bridge near La Conner. While on that job, 
his glove got caught in the pile driver cabling, severing his 
hand.

“In those days,” Chad Fisher says, “there was no ambu-
lance, so he wrapped his hand in a tourniquet and took off 

on foot for the hospital in Mount Vernon. On the way he was picked 
up a bread truck that rushed him to the hospital to receive care.”

Bill Fisher and Clara “Ruth” Nordal were married in 1927 at Fir, 
a union that produced four children, the oldest being Robert “Bob” 
Fisher, now 90, and . the family’s patriarch today.

Bob Fisher was born at the old Rowley Hospital in Mount Vernon 
and attended primary grades at Riverside and Avon. He was 11 in 
1940 when the family sold its land to the Sakumas and moved onto 
40 acres along Worline Road, where Bob milked cows and went to 
Burlington area schools. He was an eighth grader at Edison when its 
principal was the legendary Jim Costanti.

After graduating from Burlington-Edison High in 1947, Bob Fisher 
attended refrigeration school in Portland and had an opportunity to 

Fisher family has built a
long Skagit County history

By Bill Reynolds

The late Tom DeGoede grew up adoring the vibrant colors of tulip 
fields in his native Holland.

He and wife Jeannette, along with other major local bulb growers, 
would envision people enjoying what KOMO-TV news anchor Eric 
Johnson calls the “tapestry of technicolor” in Skagit Valley as well.

Their focus proved the result of 20/20 foresight.
The DeGoedes were instrumental in helping launch the world-fa-

mous Skagit Valley Tulip Festival 35 years ago, and in the process 
converted their farm midway between La Conner and Mount Vernon 
to Tulip Town, one of the county’s most popular destination points. 
The farm was purchased by Spinach Bus Ventures in June.

Because of those and many other civic contributions –including 
steadfast support of Friendship House – the couple are the 2019 Pio-
neer Spirit Award recipients of the Skagit County Pioneer Association 

Tom DeGoede passed away unexpectedly June 2 at age 85, his rich 
legacy lauded during a “farmer’s funeral” at historic Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in La Conner.

The Pioneer Spirit Award will thus be formally presented to Jean-
nette and family members during the 115th annual Skagit County 
Pioneer Picnic at La Conner’s Pioneer Park on Aug. 1.

Tom’s spirit will be felt, reflecting the profound impact he had on 
Skagit County agriculture since emigrating here from the Netherlands 
via Canada in the 1950s.

“He absolutely loves the farm,” one of the couple’s daughters, Ma-
ria DeGoede Kerley, finance director for the Town of La Conner, said 
in May, with Tulip Town then on the market and the senior DeGoedes 
eyeing retirement. “If he could, he’d be on that tractor forever.” 

One of 14 siblings, Tom moved to Skagit Valley to grow bulbs with 
his brothers. Over the years he earned the reputation of an innovator, 
always eager to explore and experiment, whether with new flowers or 
field designs.

A regular attendee of global tulip summits in Europe, Tom intro-
duced to the Skagit Valley a new system from the Netherlands for 
planting and harvesting bulbs.

That’s not all, Maria points out.
“He was always looking for new environmentally friendly ap-

proaches to farming,” she said recently. “He was always trying 
different things.”

His and Jeannette’s business innovations were striking as well. 
In the 1950s the La Conner Civic Garden Club held a long-run-

ning successful Tulip Show at the high school gymnasium, drawing 
traffic to the area from all over the Pacific Northwest. In those days, 
Jeannette recalled prior to this year’s Tulip Festival, people would 
stop along the side of the road asking to buy flowers. In response, 
Jeannette created a small roadside stand.

But demand grew to the point that sales had to be moved onto the 
farm.

DeGoede family helped make
Tulip Festival blooming success

By Bill Reynolds
Some days life is a picnic.
Tomorrow just happens to be one of those days, and in La 

Conner, at that.
The 115th annual Pioneer Picnic is here and will feature spe-

cial presentations made to the Fisher and DeGoede families, 
each of which has left its distinctive mark on Skagit County his-
tory.

The Fishers have been leaders in the county’s core indus-
tries, from timber to tourism and commerce to construction, 
since before the turn of the 20th century.

The late Tom DeGoede and his family are widely lauded for 
innovations in the local bulb industry and playing a key role in 
launching the world-famous Skagit Valley Tulip Festival.

Those attending are encouraged to arrive at Pioneer Park 
near Rainbow Bridge shortly after 10 a.m. The complete salmon 
barbecue luncheon starts at 11:15 a.m. It is prepared by the 
Good Girls and served by members of the La Conner Civic Gar-
den Club. The annual business meeting of the Skagit County 
Pioneer Association, chaired by President Dan Royal, follows.

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank will serve beverages. The Leif 
and Sunnie Accordion Duo is providing music.

For a cost of $15, those attending will receive a program, 
colorful ribbon, historian’s memorial pamphlet, free admission 
to the Skagit County Historical Museum through the weekend 
and a luncheon ticket.

The public is cordially invited to attend.

Skagit Pioneers picnic here Thursday

By Ken Stern and
Madisun Tobisch

Through cooperation between local 
agricultural businesses, a new approach 
to marketing hopes to live up to its 
promise of being “locally grown, glob-
ally known.”

Genuine Skagit Valley, rolled out 
during February’s Agriculture Summit 
by the Port of Skagit Executive Director 
Patsy Martin, is a federal certification 
mark that almost 25 Valley companies 
have purchased to date. Boldly Grown 
Farm, Blanchard Mountain Farm, Bow 
Hill Blueberries, Samish Bay Cheese, 
Skagit Valley Malting and the La Con-
ner Weekly News have decided to make 
the mark a part of their brands. 

Genuine Skagit Valley staff encour-
age use of the mark on labels and pack-
aging, store displays and social media. 
The branding strategy was developed 
by the Port’s Innovative Partnership 
Zone, which focuses on boosting the 
local agricultural economy. 

The organization is actively recruit-
ing members to gain the momentum 
needed to expand outreach. According 
to Genuine Skagit Valley’s membership 
information, “GSV’s robust promotions 
and outreach program maximizes mem-
ber exposure as it grows local, regional, 
and ultimately worldwide recognition 
of Skagit Valley terroir and ethos.” 

Amy Frye owns Boldly Grown Farm 
with her husband Jacob Slosberg. They 
are farming 12 acres on SR 20 west of 
Avon Allen Road. They are new mem-

Albert and Anna (Widmer) Frieschknecht are pictured with their twins, 
Albert and William, around 1904.       – Photo courtesy of the Fisher family

A LOVING COUPLE – Jeannette and Tom DeGoede celebrat-
ing their 2018 wedding anniversary, their 59th.   
                                         – Photo courtesy of the DeGoede family
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& EATERY, Inc.

466-9932
702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining 

FREE POOL 
ON MONDAYS!
Clam Chowder served daily! 

Cocktails -
Huge Variety of Beers & Ales 

KITCHEN OPEN: 
 Sun.-Thurs.: 10:30 AM to 9 PM 
    Fri.-Sat.: 10:30 AM to 10 PM

$5.99 BREAKFAST SPECIALS! 
Saturday and Sunday - open 7 a.m. Customer Favorite - Fish ‘n Chips!

PRIME RIB DINNERS 
on Saturday

Breakfast Saturdays and Sundays
from 7 to 10:30 AM

HOMEMADE CHOWDER
& SOUPS DAILY

FRESH, LOCAL OYSTERS

Free Wi-Fi
Full Bar

Craft & Domestic Beers
Pull Tabs702 S. First St. • Waterfront Dining

Eat Out for Kids

FIRST WED. OF THE MONTH
Enjoy breakfast, lunch or

dinner the first Wed. of every
month at any of the following:

Anelia’s Kitchen & Stage
La Conner Seafood & Prime Rib

La Conner Pub & Eatery
Santo Coyote

Slider Cafe
Waterfront Cafe

These places have agreed to do-
nate a portion of their sales to the

La Conner Kiwanis to support
programs that help 
kids of La Conner

PRUNING & SCULPTING YARDS IS WHAT I DO
I am a one man operation with 40+ years experience. I 

prune for the health and presentation of your plants. I do 
rhodies, azaleas, boxwoods, laural, Pyramidalias up to 10’ 

and anything else.

I don’t rush and take the time to step back and view my progress.
I charge one price per job, not hourly.

For quality, call Brian
for free assessment: 425-418-0875.

Sponsors:
Calico Cupboard  • La Conner Weekly News • La Conner Dental 

Skagit Tradition Realty
BUY TICKETS: www.laconnerrotary.org

By Bill Reynolds
History can be serious busi-

ness, but it also leaves room for 
fun and games.

The proof is in an exhibit un-
veiled amid much fanfare during 
a two-hour reception at the Skagit 
County Historical Museum in La 
Conner Thursday night.

“Hometown Skagit” focuses on 
how sports have shaped commu-
nities in the area, off ering glimps-
es into championship teams and 
prominent fi gures from the turn 
of the 20th century to modern 
times.

The exhibit, guest curated by 
Briana Mabson, who has a mas-
ter’s degree in Museology from 
the University of Washington, of-
fers a bit of something for every 
sports fan.

There are displays highlight-
ing legendary rodeo star Wick 
Peth and snowboarding icon 
Eric Swanson. Both attended the 
opening reception.

Photographs and sports gear 
from various eras of team sports 
competition in Skagit County are 
also major parts of the exhibit. 
Among those are memorabilia 
from the storied Mount Vernon 
Milkmaids semi-pro baseball 
team, whose pitching staff  fea-
tured La Conner’s Francis Mes-
man.

La Conner High volleyball 
coach Suzanne Marble, who has 
guided her program to four state 
titles, joins such illustrious Skagit 
sports names as Glen Rickert, Ro-
land Kirkby, Mark Hendrickson, 
Kyle Kendrick, Mel Hein and T.J 
Oshie.

Mention is also made of Edi-
son basketball player Edward R. 
Murrow, who went on to become 
a famed CBS World War II cor-
respondent and pioneer in broad-
cast journalism, whose career set 
and still represents the industry’s 
highest standards.

Mabson, who has La Conner 
roots – she connects to the Val-
entine family – began working on 
“Hometown Skagit” in March.

“I had a lot of help from com-
munity members,” she said, “who 
helped guide me along the way. 

They would tell me I needed to 
get items on so-and-so and that 
would lead to other resources.”

Peth and Swanson shared fa-
vorite stories and anecdotes with 
an audience that included Skagit 
County Commissioner Ron We-
sen and Pioneer Association 
Vice-President John Kamb, Jr. 
That truly brought history to life.

“It was fabulous,” said Muse-
um Director Jo Wolfe, “to have 
two legends of Skagit sport at the 
museum at the same time.”

Swanson is a founder of mod-
ern snowboarding, which became 
an Olympic sport in 1998, dat-
ing to his exploits at the inaugu-
ral Mount Baker Banked Slalom 
more than three decades ago. His 
collection of boards, magazine 
articles and photos fi ll a display 
case at the museum.

“Briana,” he said, gazing at the 
exhibit, “did a great job.”

Peth, 89, provided insights 
from a Hall of Fame career that 
saw him transform the art of bull 
fi ghting, eschewing comedy and 
slapstick in favor of his athleti-
cism. The 5’-6” Peth grew up on 
a working ranch and played foot-
ball in his youth, a combination 
that was essential when it came to 
protecting cowboys in the arena.

His unique skill set, which he 
showcased at venues across the 
country – including Madison 
Square Garden in New York City 
– led the editors of Life maga-
zine to make Peth the subject of a 
widely-read article.

Of course, there were plenty of 
close calls along the way.

“There was a time,” he remem-
bered, “when a big bull knocked 
me down and made a rag out of 
me.”

Peth was placed in an ambu-
lance afterward, but that proved 
temporary. He ended up jumping 
out the back.

Another time, in St. Paul, Min-
nesota, a bull ran over Peth sev-
eral times, leaving him unable 
to use his right arm for the drive 
home. His then-10-year-old son, 
Dan, shifted gears while Peth 
worked the clutch all the way to 
Bow.

“Somehow,” Dan Peth quipped 
on Thursday, “we made it back 
without breaking the transmis-
sion.”

Most of Wick Peth’s memories 
are far less painful.

“It was a lot of fun,” he said. “It 
was all pretty neat.”

Both for Peth and his fans, in-
cluding lifelong friend Muriel 
Neely.

“It was great fun to go over to 
the John Peth farm because they 
would practice there,” she re-
called. ‘They had a rodeo, I tell 
you what!”

“Hometown Skagit” runs 
through Dec. 31. Mabson said 
those having artifacts to loan or 
stories to share can still do so.

“There’s been a lot of stuff  to 
distill,” she said, “but we can po-
tentially add to it.’

display his inherent talent for car-
pentry, which he fi rst tapped as a 
kid.

“While he was at refrigeration 
school,” says Chad Fisher, “he 
worked at repairing fl ood-dam-
aged barracks at Vanport Military 
Base. A colonel there took note of 
his carpentry skills.”

That encouraged Bob Fisher to 
further fi ne tune that ability. He 
returned to Skagit Valley to work 
as a carpenter for Iver Swanson. 
His early job sites were the Bur-
lington Lutheran Church and a 
bridge at Baker Lake.

In 1950, he married high school 
sweetheart Joanna Busha, a de-
scendant of the Watkinson family 
instrumental in the early develop-
ment of Edison, Allen and Bow, 
and daughter of Joy Busha, a 
Skagit County commissioner.

After working in Lake City and 
on the refi neries at March Point, 
Bob Fisher began building homes 
in Skagit County. He and Charlie 
Reisdorf formed Fisher-Reisdorf. 
It became a truly cutting edge 
construction business partnership 
in the 1960s.

“They began to prefabricate 
and streamline the building op-
eration by prefabricating walls, 
which was a new concept in 

Fisher . . .     (Continued from Page 1)

Skagit County,” Chad Fisher says. 
“At one time they were building 
30-plus homes a year along with 
a few commercial projects.”

Bob Fisher later branched off  
to start Fisher Construction, con-
centrating on construction of cus-
tom homes. He built many homes 
around Skagit Golf and Country 
Club in Burlington and elsewhere 
in Skagit County.

In the mid 1970s, Bob Fish-
er’s older sons Jerome and Chad 
returned home from Washington 
State University and together 
with their dad launched Fisher 
and Sons Construction, specializ-
ing in commercial and industrial 
projects.

They eventually acquired two 
other fi rms and began to concen-
trate on food processing and cold 
storage construction jobs, extend-
ing into other states and Canada.

Bob, Jerome and Chad have all 
left that business and it continues 
under the ownership of its em-
ployees and Todd Fisher, Bob’s 
youngest son.

Chad Fisher now has his own 
company, Chad Fisher Construc-
tion, with his sons, who are third 
generation contractors and fi fth 
generation Skagit County resi-
dents.

Chad Fisher’s sister, Veonne, 
has been part of the Skagit Coun-
ty business scene for many years, 
engaged in the insurance fi eld in 
Anacortes and Mount Vernon.

As for Bob Fisher, who also 
enjoyed a long tenure as a Skagit 
River fi shing guide, boating re-

mains a favorite pastime.
Fittingly, he and his family are 

sure to be greeted by a high tide 
of enthusiasm at this year’s Pio-
neer Picnic.

Historical museum scores points
with hometown sports exhibit

Cops . . .
(Continued from Page 8)

Saturday, July 27
9:53 a.m.: Pulls at heart-

strings – Caller reporting a small 
black kitten was lost. Laurel St., 
La Conner.

Sunday, July 28
1:20 p.m.: Car movers – Call-

er reporting that another vehicle 
had parked and blocked his ve-
hicle in. Deputies contacted the 
vehicle owner and the car was 
moved. Washington Ave. / S 1st 
St., La Conner.

9:02 p.m.: Future foretold 
– Caller reporting an intoxicat-
ed driver leaving on Washington 
Street. The driver was later in-
volved in an MVA and arrested 
on suspicion of DUI. Washington 
Ave. / S 2nd St., La Conner.

• On Aug. 17, 1877, though only a 
teenager, Billy the Kid kills his first 
victim, an Arizona blacksmith. Just 
how many men the outlaw killed is 
uncertain. Billy himself reportedly 
once claimed he had killed 21 men. 

• On Aug. 13, 1902, German engi-
neer Felix Wankel, inventor of a rotary 
engine, is born in Germany. Wankel 
reportedly came up with the idea for a 
new type of internal combustion gaso-
line engine when he was 17 years old.

• On Aug. 16, 1920, Cleveland Indi-
ans shortstop Ray Chapman is struck 
in the temple by a ball pitched by Carl 
Mays of the New York Yankees. He 
died 12 hours later. It was the only 
death as the result of a pitched ball in 
major league history.

• On Aug. 14, 1945, an official 
announcement of Japan’s uncondi-
tional surrender to the Allies is made 
public to the Japanese people. Even 
though Japan’s War Council had sub-
mitted a formal declaration of surren-
der on Aug. 10, fighting continued. In 
fact, two days later, a Japanese subma-
rine sank two American ships.

• On Aug. 12, 1964, British author and 
journalist Ian Fleming, creator of James 
Bond, the world’s most famous fiction-
al spy, dies in England. His novels about 
the debonair Agent 007 were based in 
part on Fleming’s real-life experiences. 
The first Bond book, “Casino Royale,” 
was published in 1953.

• On Aug. 15, 1979, “Apocalypse 
Now,” the acclaimed Vietnam War 
film directed by Francis Ford Coppo-
la, opens in theaters. It told the story 
of an Army captain who is sent into 
the Cambodian jungle to kill a U.S. 
Special Forces colonel who has gone 
AWOL and is thought to be crazy.

• On Aug. 18, 1992, celebrated Bos-
ton Celtics forward Larry Bird retires. 
Bird entered the NBA in 1979 and was 
named Rookie of the Year after lead-
ing the Celtics to a 61-21 record.
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PETH’S CORNER – Rodeo legend Wick Peth shared memories of 
his storied career during a reception Thursday night for the opening of 
‘Hometown Skagit.’ The exhibit at the Skagit County Historical Museum 
highlights the impact of sports in local communities. It runs through Dec. 
31. A related project, the Smithsonian’s Hometown Teams: How Sports 
Shape America arrives at the local museum in September.

– Photo courtesy of Bill Reynolds

1. The Lion King  .....................(PG)
animated
2. Spider-Man: Far From  
Home  .................................. (PG-13)
Tom Holland, Samuel L. Jackson
3. Toy Story 4  .............................(G)
animated
4. Crawl  ...................................... (R)
Kaya Scodelario, Barry Pepper
5. Yesterday  ........................ (PG-13)
Himesh Patel, Lily James
6. Stuber  ..................................... (R)
Dave Bautista, Kumail Nanjiani
7. Aladdin  .................................(PG)
Will Smith, Mena Massoud
8. Anabelle Comes Home  ......... (R)
Vera Farmiga, Patrick Wilson
9. Midsommar  ........................... (R)
Florence Pugh, Jack Reynor
10. The Secret Life of Pets 2  ..(PG)
animated
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Got stuff just 
hanging around 

the house? 
Make some quick cash 

and SELL IT IN THE LWN! 

                    Try our (un) 
                Classifieds! 

   Only $12 
      a week. 

 

BEST BUY IN 
(and out of TOWN! 

Call 466-3315 

              MOVING? 
 

Please let 
us know. 

Send address changes to us at: 
P.O. Box 1465, 

La Conner, WA 98257 
or call: 466-3315 

LOST & FOUND 
ADS are FREE! 
Call 466-3315 

LOST &  FOUND ADS 
ARE FREE! 

CALL LWN AT 466-3315 

LOST & FOUND ADS 
are FREE! 

Call 466-3315 

Getting blown 
away 

by high 
prices! 

Try our (un) 
classifieds for only 

$12 a week 
BEST BUY IN (and out of town!) 

Call 466-3315 

Please 
drive 

safely. 
School is 
back in 
session. 
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