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To get to Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photographer Jerry Gay, you take a 

short drive to Everett and find a duplex 
with peeling paint a few blocks from 
the freeway. Two churches are across 
the street; another is nearby.

After a few knocks, Gay answers the 
door. He smiles, offers his hand, and 
takes a seat on a couch draped with 
colorful quilts. Religious icons domi-
nate the walls and tables.

Gay is a caregiver for 92-year-old 
Dorothy, who has rented the home for 
20 years and pads around the kitchen 
in her robe.

“Most all of  this is hers,” Gay said, 
looking around the room. He has reli-
gious inclinations, too, but said they’re 
more spiritual. “All my stuff  is in 
storage. I was living down the street in 
the basement of  a dental clinic, where 
my third wife” – he allows a quiet 
chuckle here – “where her husband 
had the clinic.”

I’m here to talk to Gay about Ted 

Bundy.
You may have noticed a spike of  

interest in the infamous serial killer. 
Jan. 24 was the 30th anniversary of  
Bundy’s execution at Florida State 
Prison southeast of  Jacksonville. The 
media have jumped on board. Netflix 
is running “Conversation With a 
Killer: The Ted Bundy Tapes”; Netflix 
will also debut the movie “Extremely 

Wicked, Shockingly Evil and Vile” on 
May 3 after debuting on select screens 
nationwide. The movie stars former 
teen idol Zac Efron as Bundy.

And in February, ABC’s “20/20” 
chimed in, airing “Bundy,” which 
included a brief  segment with Gay, 
who in the summer of  1977 spent three 
hours with the serial killer at Garfield 
County Jail in Glenwood Springs, 
Colorado.

His low-angle image of  Bundy’s 
shackled feet under the room’s desk 
– Bundy clutching a book, one eye star-
ing at the camera – is justly famous.

There’s little disagreement that 
Bundy was a monster. He confessed to 
killing more than 30 women and girls, 
starting at the University of  Washing-
ton. At least two were only 12 years 
old. He bludgeoned them. He sexually 
assaulted them with objects. He cut 
off  the heads of  at least a dozen. He 
was fond of  necrophilia, but kept one 
victim alive for a week.

It’s important to know these details 

 Photo courtesy of Jerry Gay
Jerry Gay’s most iconic picture of killer Ted Bundy, in Colorado, with Bundy holding a law book. Gay spent three hours with the serial killer.

Edmonds High graduate listened – and snapped pictures – as Ted Bundy spoke

Edmonds City Council has rejected 
adding a parking lot to the esti-

mated $11.6 million Civic Park project, 
despite large citizen support for adding 
more parking options to the park. 

During the April 2 council meeting, 
residents on both sides passionately 
explained reasons for either wanting 
the city to add a parking lot to the 
park or to leave the 8-acre site alone to 
function as a multiuse field, petanque 
field, tennis courts and more.

Mike McMurray, an Edmonds 
financial consultant and developer of  
the future Main Street Commons at 
Main Street and Sixth Avenue South 
in Edmonds, urged the council to add a 
parking lot in the park. 

“We all need to take a deep breath 

and 
realize 
there is a 
tsunami 
of  popu-
lation 
coming 
this way, 
and it’s in 
Seattle,” 
he said. 
“This 
is going 
to be a 
big, big 
mess.”

Mc-
Murray 
touched 
on his recent editorial published in the 
Beacon, where he explained his ideas 
to consider to help fix the inevitable 

parking 
problem. 

“I just 
made a 
simple 
request,” 
he said. 
“Logi-
cally, you 
can put a 
parking 
lot on 
Civic. It’s 
8 acres. 
Five 
percent 
of  the 
park 
could be 

used for the business community that 
was not included in the master plan.”

A spokesperson from Walker Macy, 

the landscape architecture and urban 
design firm working on the meticulous 
three-year project, explained some of  
the amenities of  the park including 
updates on the play area, the skate 
park, the petanque field and the Boys & 
Girls Club. 

The Civic Park master plan was 
approved in March 2017, authorizing 
a contract for design services with 
Walker Macy to complete the design 
development, permitting, bidding and 
construction support.

In addition to the parking issue, there 
is a $2.3 million gap in funding for the 
park as of  March 30, which will be 
closed with fundraising for a capital 
campaign and bonds with plans to 
solidify the budget by the end of  the 
year, said Carrie Hite, director of  

No parking lot for Civic Park, but options are available

Parking during peak hours is hard to find on Main Street between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, where Main Street Commons will be located.
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Edmonds School District, with 
support from U.S. Department of  

Arts and Culture, recently started a 
new initiative honoring tribal lands 
the district is on. 

Led by Edmonds School District 
Family and Community Engagement 
and Indian Education Program (IEP), 
this new policy for the district is a 
small step toward equity and inclusion 
goals, said Laura Wong-Whitebear, the 
IEP specialist. 

According to the Edmonds School 
District website, a statement will be 
read to honor the land at school and 
community meetings: “We respect-
fully acknowledge that this meeting is 
being held on the traditional lands of  
Duwamish, Skokomish, Snohomish, 
Snoqualmie, and Suquamish and other 
Coast Salish Tribes.”

Acknowledging land is a small 
gesture that can open greater public 
consciousness and awareness, which is 
a step toward equitable relationships 
and reconciliation, according to the 
Honor Native Land guide by the U.S. 
Department of  Arts and Culture. 

Edmonds School District is on the 
land of  many Coast Salish tribes, given 
to the U.S. government in the Treaty of  
Point Elliott of  1855 (ratified in 1859), 
signed by Isaac Stevens, the governor 
of  Washington Territory, Duwamish 
Chief  Seattle, and 81 other tribal 
leaders. 

The treaty gave the U.S. government 
most of  their tribal land in return for 
reservations, government aid, and 
hunting, gathering and fishing rights 
in traditional territories. 

School 
District now 
is honoring 
tribal lands

Launch of a new initiative

New policy is a step toward 
recognizing, honoring the 
Coast Salish Tribes
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when noting Bundy’s crimes.
Jerry Gay acknowledges Bundy’s kill-

ings. But all these years later – perhaps 
because he considers himself  a docu-
mentarian, perhaps because he spent 
three hours with a soft-spoken, good-
looking killer who fooled a lot of  people 
– he refuses to call him a monster.

Perhaps Gay’s background and frame 
of  mind explains why. 

Photography began early
Jerry Gay’s family lived in Lynnwood, 

but Gay attended the old Edmonds 
High School on the hill above 100th 
Avenue West, where he graduated in 
1964. He later lived on Edmonds’ Maple 
Street  for a while.

Gay started taking pictures early, in 
the seventh grade at Lynnwood Junior 
High. All of  his reports were photo 
books. A teacher steered him to a dark 
room and later to the school’s yearbook.

Gay’s photography skills grew at Ev-
erett College, then were refined at the 
renowned Brooks Institute of  Photog-
raphy in Santa Barbara, which closed 
in 2016. His eye for detail led him to jobs 
at The Daily Herald and The Seattle 
Times, as well as to the St. Paul Pio-
neer Press, Santa Barbara News-Press, 
Newsday, Los Angeles Times and Maui 
News.

He became president of  the National 
Press Photographers Association and 
created “Picture Magazine,” a monthly 
insert in newspapers that lasted two 
years.

Gay’s life changed in October 1974, 
while working for The Seattle Times, 
when an assignment editor sent him to 
a house fire in Burien. His published 
photo of  four weary firefighters taking 
a break - titled “Lull in the Battle” – 
earned him a Pulitzer, the most presti-
gious award in journalism.

Bundy
Meanwhile, after his killing spree in 

Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, Ted 
Bundy moved on to Utah and Colorado.

In Utah, he was arrested for the first 
time – a state patrolman pulled him 
over and found a ski mask, crowbar and 
other items in his VW Bug. He was later 
extradited to Colorado.

In June 1977, while Bundy was trans-
ported from Garfield County Jail to As-
pen for a preliminary hearing, he lept 
from a courthouse second-floor window 
and survived several days in the woods 
before being captured.

A few months later, Gay – who by 
then was a regional director with the 
National Press Photographers Associa-
tion representing television, newspa-
per and magazine photographers and 
photojournalists, got his chance to take 
pictures of  Bundy back at the county 
jail, where Bundy remained in custody.

(All this occurred before Bundy 
escaped again – just five months after 
meeting with Gay – and fled to Florida, 
where he would go on his final killing 
spree, most infamously at Florida State 
University in Tallahassee. He attempted 
to kidnap a 14-year-girl in Jacksonville, 
who just happened to be the daughter 
of  the city’s chief  of  detectives, but was 

scared off  by the girl’s brother.
(Bundy’s last killing occurred in Lake 

City, Florida. He kidnapped a 12-year-
girl from a junior high school. Her 
mummified remains were found weeks 
later in a pig shed near the Suwannee 
River.)

“I got there, and the police told me to 
go to the bathroom and then come back, 
because you’re going to be in this room 
three hours with Bundy, and you can’t 
leave,” Gay said. “They didn’t want to 
keep coming to check in on me. So I was 
locked in there with him.”

So what transpired in those 180 min-
utes?

“Well,” Gay said, “that was a long time 

ago. My approach to taking pictures and 
working with people to get the intimate 
pictures I was able to get, and because 
of  my spiritual background – it’s noth-
ing to do with religion – but just what I 
came to learn from all of  that was lov-
ing people.

“But then when I take pictures, it 
wasn’t just me taking them. I would get 
involved with people first when I could, 
not the accident scenes and fires, but 
when you’re taking the feature pictures. 
I was getting to know people and then 
make the energy, so they were helping 
create the pictures. They would be more 
willing to give to me because we were 
making the picture. I just wasn’t taking 

them.”
Gay said he wanted to create a neigh-

borly, caring process with Bundy. Gay 
frequently calls him “Ted” when ex-
plaining this.

“I let him create. He had shackles 
on his feet. I would get on the floor, he 
would just get totally involved in his law 
book. I just let him give himself  to me. I 
wasn’t there to judge him. I was there to 
document him. His life was there now, 
and I had to show my appreciation for 
him giving to me, so he would keep giv-
ing and not me at some point act like a 
journalist or judging him.”

Gay said he realized the extent and 
brutality of  Bundy’s crimes. But still. 
“Well, working for newspapers all those 
years and having a scanner in my car 
and going to more and more situations 
– Ted wasn’t alone in being a troubled 
son of  a gun; I don’t want to go into the 
bad words. Just look at what happened 
a couple of  days ago in the news, a fel-
low was getting fired, and he was angry. 
He brought a gun and killed five people 
in the office. Yeah, I mean, and that was 
within five minutes.”

Gay laughed nervously.
“Our whole world is full of  guns now, 

and all the TV shows promote violence; 
there’s all these heroes killing people. 
Our world is full of  judging, and we’ve 
lost peace, love and caring. Look at our 
presidency; he’s denouncing half  the 

u from PHOTOS page 1

Jerry Gay, who took pictures of Ted Bundy: “I wasn’t there to judge him. I was there to document him.” Below, another perspective of the shackles on 
Bundy’s ankles.
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participate in the High School Baseball 
Classic. Edmonds-Woodway exceeded 

the Warriors will be able to point to the 

game and say ‘hey, we were just there 
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country.”
Gay said he wondered what happened 

to Bundy to lead him to commit his 
horrible killing spree. He said he got an 
inkling about a decade ago when going 
through his negatives from his day with 
Bundy.

“I thought, these are some nice pic-
tures. I thought, I’m going to call his 
parents and see if  they’d like a nice 
picture of  their boy.”

Gay discoursed into Bundy’s back-
ground, much of  which is available in 
the late Ann Rule’s seminal true-crime 
classic, “The Stranger Beside Me.” 

“Ted’s mom, back in the ’40s, was be-
ing a wild and crazy girl, and she got 
pregnant with a sailor, who quickly 
left. There were no abortions. Can you 
imagine socially in the ’40s, getting 
pregnant, having sex? This wasn’t the 
’60s with Playboy magazine and rock ’n 
roll. No, she was a social outcast.”

The 22-year-old girl, Louise Crowell, 
gave birth to Bundy (he received his 
last name after Louise married John 
Culpepper Bundy); her parents told 
young Ted that they were his parents, 
and Louise was his sister.

But Louise eventually took her son 
and moved from Philadelphia to Taco-

ma, where she had relatives and found a 
home in the shadow of  the Tacoma Nar-
rows bridge. When Bundy found out his 
parents were really his grandparents, 
he was devastated, Gay said.

So, a decade ago, Gay paid Louise and 
John Bundy a visit. John Bundy told 
him to see Louise, who promptly told 
Gay, in so many expletive-laden words, 
to get out of  her house.

Louise died in 2012.
“I learned of  the angers and frustra-

tions and this baby, she got in trouble in 
having the baby, and then her parents 
raised him, gave him up. And then her 
kid becomes the infamous Ted Bundy, 
mass murderer.”

Gay leans back and closed his eyes.
“Did anybody want to talk about the 

importance of  doing the right thing and 
maybe analyze why Ted went crazy? No, 
they didn’t. Nobody took any informa-
tion about anything. It’s just, they just, 
this person killed, that person killed.”

Interview over
Jerry Gay spent three hours with 

Ted Bundy.
I could have spent more time with 

Gay – he had much more to say – but 
felt I’d had enough. More than enough.

I asked him again if  he thought Bun-
dy was a monster. He dodged, talking 
about love and understanding.

Gay escorted me out the door and 
showed me around a couple of  raised 
planter beds he took care of. Behind 
them were peanuts for the many birds 
paying visits.

As I got into my car, Gay knocked on 
the window.

“Ted was sent to me,” he said, “so I 
could learn.”

u from BUNDY page 15
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Jerry Gay, who took pictures of Ted Bundy: “Did anybody want to talk about the importance of 
doing the right thing and maybe analyze why Ted went crazy?”

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Ser-
vices. 

The Civic Park master plan does not 
include parking because it did not get a 
lot of  support in the planning process, 
she said.

To help with this issue, potential angle 
parking on Sixth and Seventh avenues 
could be one reasonable solution, Hite 
added.

If  parking were put in the park, there 
would be a possibility of  36 spaces in 
the northwest corner and another 22 
spaces if  the Boys & Girls Club chose 
not to expand.

Hite worked on a schematic design 

last Tuesday to look at potential park-
ing north of  Civic Park and found that 
Holy Trinity Edmonds, a block away 
from the park, has one parking lot with 
18 spots and another with 32. 

She has been in touch with Holy 
Trinity’s pastor, who told Hite he is in-
terested in exploring that option. Hite 
plans to meet with the pastor this week 
to discuss using the church’s parking 
lot for Civic Park six days per week, 
excluding Saturdays when the church 
has a service. 

Hite also brought up the idea of  us-
ing the Edmonds Center for the Arts, 
which has 68 parking spots. It has many 
planned events, so Hite said she wants 
to talk to them about a potential part-

nership.
“We are look-

ing at ways to 
maximize park-
ing in our town, 
and minimize 
the impact the 
park has on 
our town,” Hite 
said.

Councilmem-
bers agreed that 
the parking is-
sue in Edmonds 
is only getting 
worse, and had 
some ideas and 
support for 
solutions to the 
problem. 

“We owe it 
to the people 
living near the 
park and the 
city to develop 
more parking 
in that area, 
and we need 
to think out of  
that box,” Coun-
cil President Adrienne Fraley-Monillas 
said. 

“I’ve been hearing a lot from folks 
about the parking problem,” Council-
member Mike Nelson added. 

“I am concerned that we are looking 
at a park as a viable option to address 
a parking problem that we currently 
have.

“This is a unique area that is going 
to be used, and is used, and I think we 
can address parking in other ways. I’d 
like to see more urgent action taken on 
parking. I’d like to see action in addi-
tion to this study, but what can we, as a 

city, do right now?” 
Councilmember Thomas Mesaros 

agreed with Nelson’s opinion on the 
parking issue in Edmonds.  

“Using Holy Trinity parking lots isn’t 
a solution to the parking problem, but 
it is a step forward in solving some of  
the issues we have,” he said. “I believe 
that is something that can happen right 
away, in the next 60-90 days, and could 
relieve some of  the pressures we have 
with parking.”

In the end, the city council voted 6-0, 
with Councilmember Kristiana Johnson 
absent, to keep on course with the Civic 
Park master plan without parking.

u from PARKING page 1

Here is the finalized design for Civic Park. The public will get a chance to 
rename the park in the future.
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