
Going through cancer can be a 
frightening time for many. For Max 
Bidasha, dealing with his epitheli-
oid sarcoma meant writing a play 
about it.

Long a fan of the-
atre and the stage, 
Bidasha was inspired 
to write after seeing 
“Network” on Broad-
way in May. He’d got-
ten on the plane the 
morning after several 
days’ worth of cancer treatment in 
Poulsbo, and with a front row ticket 
in hand he got to see a play he’d long 
been anticipating. After the show, 
he actually got to meet two of the 
show’s stars, Bryan Cranston and 
Tony Goldwyn, which was a huge 
deal to Bidasha, a long-time fan of 
Goldwyn’s.

The experience of both seeing a 
play as intense as “Network” and 
talking with Goldwyn about the 
show and his cancer experience left 
Bidasha with a burning need to tell 
his story on stage. 

So began the process of writing 
“Stages.”

“I just knew that this was what I 
needed to do,” Bidasha said. “You just 
don’t see plays about cancer like this. 
I felt like I had to do this.”

“Stages” will be on stage at Olym-

pic Theatre Arts Jan. 9-12, though 
it’s not going to be a part of the the-
ater’s regular performance season.

“I’m renting out the theater to put 
on the show,” Bidasha said. “They’re 
handling the technical side of things, 
while I’m in charge of what’s on 
stage.”

Bidasha not only wrote his first 
play in just two months, he’s going 
to be directing and acting in it for the 
first time as well.

“It’s a challenge, but one I’m will-
ing to take on to make sure this is 
done right,” he said.

The challenge is a financial one as 
well — Bidasha raised about $3,000 
to cover the theater rental through 
sponsorships from Hurricane Coffee 
and Olympic Stained Glass, plus a 
few private donations.

He’s still looking for more funding 
to improve some aspects of the show, 
as well as to rent additional time for 
rehearsing on stage.

“The response from the com-
munity has been fantastic,” Bidasha 
said. “I really appreciate all the sup-
port and love I’ve already gotten.”

Two male parts are still being cast, 
and Bidasha encourages people of 
color or various disabilities to try for 
the roles. To ask about casting or to 
offer sponsorship, contact Bidasha at 
stagestheplay@gmail.com.

“Stages” is about Bidasha’s jour-
ney as a cancer patient and survivor. 

Bidasha wound up working with 
several different doctors before he felt 
like he was getting real, quality treat-
ment, and that’s something reflected 
in the play.

In the end, Bidasha’s unusual 
form of an already-rare cancer in 
epithelioid sarcoma — the primary 
tumor was in his hand, when it’s 
typically a cancer that forms in 

soft tissue — meant that he had to 
have his left arm amputated several 
inches below his elbow in December 
2018, just three months after his 
initial diagnosis in September.

The cancer has spread to Bidasha’s 
lungs, but he says his prognosis is 
currently good and he’s not con-
cerned about it impacting his ability 
to produce the play.

While he has family in Sequim 
— his father, stepmother, and two 
half-sisters have lived here for five 
years — Bidasha himself has lived 
in Sequim for less than a year. He 
was living in California’s Bay Area 
when he was diagnosed with stage 
four epithelioid sarcoma in his left 
hand, and after several conversa-
tions with his father, a member of 
the local Black Diamond Junction 
band, he decided to join his family 
in November.

“I wasn’t scared of dying,” Bidasha 
said, “but if I was going to I didn’t 
want to do it having wasted time I 
could have spent with my family. 
That’s what I was scared of.”

Nine-year-old Genevieve Wakefield 
is jumping and spinning her way to the 
finals for her first pageant.

This week, the Helen Haller El-
ementary fourth-grader competes in 
the Miss Washington Junior Pre-Teen 
(ages 7-9) title.

“I feel confident,” Genevieve said.
“I’ve been on stage before in ac-

robatics performances and my jazz 
performance. This year was my first 
acrobatics performance. It gives me 
real smiles, so we don’t have to practice 
smiles especially when I’m on stage.”

She competes against 20 or more 
girls on Saturday, Aug. 31, at the Hotel 
Murano in Tacoma, with tickets free 
to watch.

The following day, Miss Washington 
Junior Pre-Teen is crowned.

Genevieve said she learned she was a 
finalist in mid-June, and that she never 
imagined herself being in a pageant 
before.

“This pageant changed my whole 
thoughts on pageants because it’s not 
just about beauty. This is more about 
real world skill building and confi-
dence,” she said.

At the competition, she’ll be judged 
10 percent on a community service 
project, 30 percent on her personal 
introduction, 30 percent on her per-
sonality during a personal interview, 
and 30 percent on poise and personality 
in formal wear.

“It’s definitely not a beauty pageant,” 
Genevieve said. “You can’t even wear 
makeup until you’re 12 or older.”

For her community service project, 
she received a sponsorship from a 
staffer at the Clallam Co-Op Farm & 
Garden who bought several children’s 
book to donate to Tacoma charities for 
in-need children.

Genevieve has her personal intro-
duction ironed out, too, mentioning 
her hometown, hobbies and her aspira-
tion to become an acrobatics teacher.

For formal wear, Genevieve and 
her mom Lula picked out a pink dress 
than recently arrived after nearly two 
months of waiting.

Along with the main competition, 
Genevieve entered two optional con-
tests for talent and being photogenic.

She’ll share her acrobatic skills for her 
talent, thanks to her time at Sequim 
Acrobatics. Genevieve staged a routine 
to the Alan Parsons Project’s “Serious.”

She also submitted two photos from 
Morning Star Photography for the 
photo contest.

For the optional and main contest, 
she has the chance to win multiple 
prizes — including a VIP trip to Disney-

land. If Genevieve wins the title of Miss 
Washington Junior Pre-Teen, she’ll 
compete in the National Competition 
over Thanksgiving weekend for the 
chance at the national title.

Lula said her daughter doesn’t and 
hasn’t ever gotten nervous before per-
formances since she started with tap 
and jazz at Aspire Academy.

One thing Genevieve will receive 
this weekend is a Platinum Spotlight 
Ambassador award with a giant trophy, 
flowers and a shiny crown on stage for 
approaching community members to 
sponsor her efforts. She received com-
mitments for three pages of business 
cards from supportive businesses in 
Sequim.

Prior to the pageant, Genevieve 
plans to practice her walking and 
speaking.

Quick facts: Genevieve is a twin with 
brother Joshua. They moved to Sequim 
six years ago. When she grows up, she 
wants to become an acrobatics teacher, 
and while she likes Sequim she’ll prob-
ably live in a bigger city when she’s older.

For more information on the Na-
tional American Miss pageants, visit 
www.namiss.com.

Reach Matthew Nash at mnash@
sequimgazette.com.

Blueberries are long-lived 
perennials that do well in our 
climate. Here are a few tips to 
ensure that your blueberries 
provide a bountiful harvest for 
many years to come.

P l a n t 
blueberries 
in the fall or 
early spring. 
A l t h o u g h 
y o u  c a n 
plant just 
one blue-
berry and 
get a decent 

crop, blueberries produce 
more and bigger berries 
when pollinated by a different 
variety. If you plant several 
varieties that ripen at different 
times, you also will extend the 
harvest season. But be sure to 
select varieties suited to our 
climate. (See sidebar on B6)

Plant blueberries in an 
area with full sun and well-
drained, acidic soil (pH of 
4.5-5.5). Blueberries are acid-
loving plants. (They don’t 
really love acid so much as 
need certain nutrients that 
become more available in 
acidic soils.)

Because acidifying the soil 
takes time, check the pH six 
to 12 months before plant-
ing. If the soil is too alkaline, 
amend the planting site with 
elemental sulfur. The amount 
applied will depend on the 
starting pH and the texture 
of the soil.

In planting your blueberry, 
prepare a hole that is three 
times as wide as the root sys-
tem. Add one gallon of soak-
ing wet peat moss to the hole, 
mixing it with the native soil.

If you are planting bare-root 
plants, spread the roots out 
carefully. Position the plant 
with the uppermost roots one 
inch below ground level. If you 
are planting a blueberry grown 
in a container, set the plant 
at the same depth as at the 
nursery. Clip encircling roots 
and cut vertical slits in the root 
ball if the roots are dense and 
tightly packed into the pot.

Space plants 4-6 feet apart 
to allow room for growth and 
rows 9-10 feet apart.
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Blueberry talk
From 10-11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 7, Jeanette Stehr-Green will 
talk about growing blueberries 
in the Pacific Northwest at the 
Master Gardener Demonstration 
Garden, 2711 Woodcock Road. She 
will describe the ideal planting 
site for blueberries and how 
to plant them, and will outline 
general care for blueberries and 
discuss a step-by-step approach 
to pruning blueberries. The 
last half-hour will be devoted 
to answering questions. The 
presentation will occur rain or 
shine. For more information, call 
360-565-2679.

See GROWING, B-6
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Sequim acrobat seeks Miss 
Washington Junior Pre-Teen title
Wakefield, 9, shows 
no nerves, excited to 
share hobbies, talent

Genevieve Wakefield continues to perform acrobatics and jazz dance and said 
she doesn’t get nervous before performances. She’s excited to compete in the 
Miss Washington Junior Pre-Teen competition and said her smile will be real. 
Photo courtesy of Lula Wakefield

“This pageant 
changed my whole 

thoughts on pageants 
because it’s not just 
about beauty. This      
is more about real 
world skill building 

and confidence.”
Genevieve Wakefield
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Overcoming cancer in ‘Stages’
New playwright sets Sequim 
production for January 2020

At a table at Hurricane Coffee Company, Max Bidasha works on “Stages” 
— a play he’s bringing to the Olympic Theatre Arts stage in January. Photo 
courtesy of Max Bidasha

BIDASHA

“I just knew that 
this was what I 

needed to do. You 
just don’t see plays 
about cancer like 

this. I felt like I had 
to do this.”

Max Bidasha


