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It’s rare for women to be in the fire 
service, but that didn’t stop Kelli 

McNees from joining and eventually 
becoming the first female fire captain 
for the Mukilteo Fire Department.

The Mukilteo Fire Department had 
three new battalion chiefs and two new 
fire captains take an oath of  office at 
the June 17 Council meeting. Among 
the two new fire captains, McNees was 
one of  them. 

McNees started out as a volunteer 
firefighter in 1997. 

While she’s very passionate about 
her job now, initially, she didn’t think 
becoming a female firefighter was pos-
sible. However, she soon had a change 
of  mentality. 

“It wasn’t until someone told me 
that women can be in fire service that 
I wanted to join,” said McNees. “I’ve 
never ran into someone who said I 
couldn’t do it or can’t do it.” 

She was interested in paramedics 
and began her paramedics training in 
2005. She later received a paramedics 
certificate from Tacoma Community 
College. 

Then, in 2006, she finally entered the 
Mukilteo Fire Department as a para-
medic firefighter. 

Although there are dangers that 
come with being in the fire service, 
McNees finds a certain type of  thrill 
being a firefighter. 

Making 
history
Kelli McNees is 
Mukilteo’s first  
female fire captain

BY KATE AGBAYANI
BEACON REPORTER

Kelli McNees in full gear in front of one of the fire trucks from the Mukilteo Fire Department. McNees is the department’s first female fire captain.
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A few Mariner High School 
students took it upon themselves to 
make a positive impact in the world. 

Those students – Amber Carbajal, 
Marlene Barajas-Salas, Angelina 
Allen, and Alberta Gbla – organized 

a shoe fundraiser, aptly named 
“Who’s Got More Sole?,” pitting the 
school’s math and English depart-
ments against each other to see who 
could donate the most shoes. 

The fundraiser had a dual pur-
pose, helping people locally, as well 
as nationally. 

The fundraiser, which took place 

in early June, ended up collecting 
nearly 1,300 pairs of  shoes, and 
many were donated to Angel Bins, 
which accepts new or gently used 
shows, and pays the fundraisers 
money for the shoes donated. Those 
shoes end up being sent to countries 
across the world. 

The school kept some of  the 
shoes, and the school did a shoe sale 
for students who need new pairs for 
everyday use, sports, or even job 
interviews. 

“I’m an adrenaline junky,” McNees 
said. “I enjoy the part of  the job where 
I’m able to help carry people out to 
safety, and make sure they make it to 
the hospital.”

While working at the department, 
McNees continued her education at 
Central Washington University, where 
she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
paramedics. 

For 13 years she was a paramedic 
firefighter, so when news came out of  
her promotion, she was very surprised.

“I was pretty shocked to have that 
much growth within the department,” 

McNees said. 
Nevertheless, she’s excited to take on 

the new position.
As fire captain, she will be in charge 

of  resource management. She deter-
mines who goes where and who does 
what. At the same time, she relays 
information to her team, so they can do 
their jobs safely and efficiently.

“It’s my job to make sure whoever 
reports to me makes it home every 
day,” McNees said. 

Fire Chief  Chris Alexander has no 
doubts for McNees and her crew. 

“The Mukilteo Fire Department is a 

community-oriented department,” said 
Alexander. “(McNees) is an embodi-
ment of  what the department stands 
for.”

He continued to emphasize the im-
portance of  safety to the department, 
which are values McNees also shares. 

To further prepare for her new 
position, McNees was invited to attend 
management classes at the National 
Fire Academy in Maryland. She will go 
back for two weeks to take more classes 
in October.
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Mariner High School students Angelina Allen, Marlene Barajas-Salas, Amber Carbajal, and 
Alberta Gbla organized a shoe fundraiser, “Who’s Got More Sole?,” to help raise money 
for a library in Nicaragua.

A Mukilteo woman was robbed at 
knifepoint Monday, June 17, by a 

group of  juveniles who were eventually 
arrested as part of  a spree of  crimes in 
south Snohomish County.

The robbery took place in the early 
morning, and per a Mukilteo Police 
Department news release, officers 
arrived in the 1500 block of  Mukilteo 
Speedway at 6:52 a.m. to speak with the 
woman who had been robbed.

According to the news release, the 
woman told officers she was walking 

at that same block when two males ap-
proached her. The woman said one of  
the males demanded she hand over her 
bag, and flashed a knife at her before 
she handed it to them.

The two suspects then got into an 
awaiting vehicle and left the area, 
heading southbound on Mukilteo 
Speedway.

Mukilteo PD said it shared the 
suspect and vehicle description with 
neighboring law enforcement agencies.

While officers investigated the rob-
bery, they were informed that two 

One of  Mukilteo’s more heavily dis-
cussed projects in recent memory 

is expected to pick up steam in the next 
month or so.

The Peace Park, which will be located 
at Byers Park in Old Town, with a 
view of  Lighthouse Park and the Puget 
Sound, is inching closer to completion, 
and could open in the next two to three 
months, though the park’s completion 
is contingent on the City receiving 
an acceptable bid. The Byers family 
donated the Byers Park property to the 

City. 
“We’re real close to being 100 percent 

done with the design,” said Mukilteo 
Recreation and Cultural Services 
Director Jeff  Price. “We plan on going 
to bid this month, and should have a 
contractor on site in August.”

The turnaround at that point should 
be quick, Price said, as the project is 
small at just 1,400 square feet.

The project was first discussed in 
2016, shortly after the July 2016 shoot-
ing where three Kamiak grads were 
shot and killed and a fourth injured.

Women robbed at knifepoint in Mukilteo
Four suspects arrested for multiple robberies
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Peace Park construction to start soon
Project expected to open later this summer

see MARINER STUDENTS page 8  u
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Do Some Work 
That Matters…
Join our Sales Team 
to help keep your community 
informed, civic-minded
educated and entertained.

At Beacon Publishing, you’re not another 
corporate minion. You’re family. And you’re 
part of the important work that makes all the 
difference where you live. 

“It is a newspaper’s duty 
to print the news, and raise hell.” 

Help us raise some hell. Join our Sales Team.
Call 425-347-5634 to learn more.

Business Leader, Inventor, Philanthropist
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Full-body Massage in the Privacy of your Home

Lic# MA00010519

Louis B . Menzago, LMP
Licensed Massage Therapist  - since 1997
206-364-4983

When’s the Last Time You Felt This Puuuurfect?

McNees will officially start her new 
fire captain position July 1. 

She reflected on her time as a volun-
teer firefighter and the growth to where 
she is now.

“It’s amazing how close the commu-
nity is here,” McNees said. “I still run 
into people who I used to volunteer with 
or trained with. Your group of  friends 
just becomes larger and larger.” 

McNees described herself  as someone 
who is always working towards some-
thing and hopes to become a battalion 
chief  within the next five years. 

Chief  Alexander has high hopes for 
McNees as she takes on the role as one 
of  the two fire captains in the depart-
ment. 

“I hope that she’s a very successful 
captain and leader of  the crew,” Alexan-
der said. “I hope she can be a role model 
for the department.”

u from CAPTAIN page 1
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Kelli McNees and Jimmy Mewbourn with Mukilteo Mayor Jennifer Gregerson and Mukilteo Fire 
Chief Chris Alexander. Mewbourn and McNees were promoted to fire captain on June 17. McNees 
is Mukilteo Fire’s first-ever female fire captain.

The park is not only in honor of  the 
three Kamiak grads, but is to be a place 
of  peace and reflection for anyone, es-
pecially those who have lost friends and 
loved ones to suicide and gun violence.

The City has ample funds for the proj-
ect, receiving a $400,000 state grant in 
2018, as well as in-kind donations.

“Given the nature and genesis of  the 
project, we made sure to take a thought-
ful and deliberate approach,” Price 
said. “With that, some opportunities 
presented themselves, and we had a 
number of  people volunteer their as-
sistance, and also give contributions.”

Among those is ProGranite Sur-
faces LLC, a local business in Mukilteo, 
which donated benches for the project.

Additionally, the City has received 
monetary donations, as well as nearly 
$25,000 in services from an architec-

tural engineer.
One of  the issues that came up with 

the project initially had to do with the 
park’s location. Some in the communi-
ty, and City government, had concerns 
with the Byers property due to a lack of  
access.

Some past and current councilmem-
bers wanted to look at locations closer 
to Kamiak, or further south on Mukilteo 
Speedway. When the plan for a Peace 
Park was initially discussed, the first 
location tossed around was Harbour 
Pointe’s Village Center.

There is no parking at the Byers prop-
erty, and initially, pedestrian access was 
limited and, to some, thought unsafe.

While there still will be no parking 
at the park, pedestrian access has 
improved greatly over the last several 
months.

As many in Old Town know, the 
Mukilteo Water and Wastewater Dis-
trict conducted numerous projects over 
the last few months. One of  those proj-
ects included the construction of  a new 
8t-foot wide sidewalk next to the park.

“That saved us over $100,000. That’s a 
really great thing,” Price said.

Price said there are also talks of  
moving a Community Transit stop to 
the front of  the park, which would also 
make it closer to the crosswalk at Fifth 
Street.

A sketch design of a biker passing the drafted Peace Park sign. 

 Artwork courtesy of Mark Harrison

“That’s not for sure yet,” he said, “but 
they (Community Transit) approached 
us with the idea.”

Bikers in the area should also be 
pleased, as a bike repair station will be 
at the park for free use.

With the grant, Price said the City is 
able to “provide a more robust project” 
than initially anticipated, when the 
price tag was expected to be less than 
$100,000.

Price said he’s happy there has many 
chances for the public to provide com-
ment, noting there have been open 
houses as well as updates at City Coun-
cil and Parks & Arts Commission meet-
ings.

Those with questions about the proj-
ect can contact Price at jprice@mukilte-
owa.gov or 425-263-8180.

Byers Park’s address is 601 Fourth St. 
Funding history

In 2018, the state Legislature initially 
allotted $721,000 to the Japanese Gulch 
Daylighting Project. That money was 
later pulled, and split into two other 
projects in the 21st Legislative District: 
the Mukilteo Peace Park and the Mari-
ner Community Campus Project in 
unincorporated Snohomish County.

Mukilteo councilmembers learned 
about the shift in funds at their March 
5, 2018, meeting, and said they were 
surprised to hear about receiving the 
funds.

Initially, the price tag for the project 
was $40,000, later increased to $80,000.

At multiple council meetings in 2017 

and 2018, councilmembers voiced con-
cern over the increasing cost, as well as 
the increasing scope of  the project.

Upon hearing of  the $400,000 grant, 
many on the council questioned why 
they were receiving that money when 
the park’s initial budget was 10 percent 
of  the total grant.

Mayor Jennifer Gregerson said at the 
March 5 meeting that Sen. Marko Liias 
helped the City secure funds for Peace 
Park.

One councilmember upset with the 
funding swap was Bob Champion, who 
reached out to Liias to figure out why 
that occurred.

Liias told Champion via email that 
he personally asked the funds to be 
switched.

“I asked to postpone the funding for 
the Japanese Gulch restoration project 
because there are two more pressing 
projects that have emerged as urgent 
needs in the 21st District, and as you 
well know, the Japanese Gulch project 
does not yet have a pathway to full fund-
ing and implementation,” Liias wrote 
to Champion.

Gregerson forwarded a string 
of  emails between herself, former 
Mukilteo community development di-
rector Patricia Love, Price, and Liias’ 
assistant, to The Beacon.

In the emails, it shows the City re-
quested state funds for the Peace Park 
on Jan. 26, 2018. It was announced the 
City received funding for the Japanese 
Gulch project in mid-January 2018.
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“ Given the nature and 
genesis of  the project, we made 
sure to take a thoughtful and 
deliberate approach.” Jeff  Price

Mukilteo Recreation and Cultural 
Services Director


