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Open Every Day, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

The Merc Playhouse announces

Auditions 
for 

Come audition to join our theater family and participate in this farcical comedy 
that will bring laughter back to 2019! 

Tuesday, June 25th at 7:00 PM 
Saturday, June 29th at 2:00 PM 

at The Merc Playhouse 
No experience or prepared readings necessary.  
Pages of script will be handed out at auditions. 

Bring your calendar.  Rehearsals begin the last week of July.   
The show opens September 20th and runs through September 29th. 

Casting 4 women & 2 men ages 18 to 60 
For more info call 509-997-7529 or email info@mercplayhouse.org 

BY MARCY STAMPER

Music that evokes the life of a 
Japanese samurai, a piece by the 
youngest musician to win a Pulit-
zer Prize, and a virtuosic tour-de-
force for solo bass are among the 
highlights of the 24th-annual 
Methow Valley Chamber Music 
Festival opening June 20 at Sig-
nal Hill Ranch.

In addit ion to music by 
beloved composers such as 
a Mozart divertimento and 
Schubert’s famous “Trout” 
Quintet, festival artistic director 
Kevin Krentz has programmed 
less-well-known gems of the 
chamber music repertoire. Look 
for piano quintets by Hermann 
Goetz, who lived a brief 36 
years in the mid-19th century, 
and Hungarian composer Ernő 
Dohnányi.

Everything about the festival, 
which continues through June 
29, defies preconceptions about 
straitlaced classical music.

The concerts are held in a 
barn — a barn that’s been reno-
vated to have perfect acoustics. 
Although they’re among the top 
players in the country, the musi-
cians are approachable and infor-
mal. The audience can linger 
after the concerts and chat with 
them on the festival grounds

Some changes
There are a few changes this 

year. The festival is being held 
in June, to take advantage of the 
flower-studded hills and avoid 
the smoke that often plagues the 
valley later in the summer. There 
are also just four concerts over 

two weeks, on Thursday and 
Saturday nights. Free community 
concerts will be held in July, not 
during the festival.

The first two festival con-
certs feature dynamic musicians 
appearing here for the first time, 
including Siwoo Kim and Nikki 
Chooi on violin and Zhenni Li 
on piano. Li has been hailed 
for her “torrents of voluptuous 
sound.” Also look for veteran 
festival musicians Ayane Kozasa 
on viola and Paul Wiancko on 
cello.

In the second week, bassist 
Travis Gore returns to the festival 
after a few-year hiatus. Known 
for playing in both the classical 
and indie rock/pop world, Gore 
will perform a piece for solo 
bass in a special recital before 
the June 29 concert. On tap in 
week two are violinist Mikhail 
Shmidt and pianist Tanya Gabri-
elian, whose playing has been 
described as “revelatory.”

Two contemporary pieces for 
string quartet highlight the com-
pelling ideas of young compos-
ers. “Strum,” a piece for string 
quartet by Jessie Montgomery, 
draws on folk music and dance 
as it builds to a celebration.

In “Entr’acte,” Pulitzer Prize–
winning composer Carolyn 
Shaw plays with the traditional 
structure of a minuet and trio. “I 
love the way some music … sud-
denly takes you to the other side 
of Alice’s looking glass, in a kind 
of absurd, subtle, technicolor 
transition,” said Shaw about her 
piece.

The festival is firmly rooted in 
the Methow Valley. Volunteers 

house musicians and show them 
around the valley, create art for 
a curated exhibit at the festival, 
and help set up the barn.

Local creativity
This year, locals are also 

creating music for the festi-
val. For years, it’s been a tradi-
tion to start each concert with 
a poem by former festival host 
Weston Gaylord, set to music 
by Wiancko. This year, Krentz 
commissioned Winthrop-based 
composer Lynette Westendorf to 
write new prologue music for the 
poem, which Gaylord reworked 
to highlight the experience of 
hearing music among the Cas-
cade mountains and local rivers.

Writing for five string instru-
ments, Westendorf applied her 
distinctive approach to harmony, 
melody and rhythm. The audi-
ence will notice chords with 
multiple harmonic ideas and 
melodic lines that weave in and 
out throughout the piece. Wes-
tendorf will give a pre-concert 
talk about the composition at the 
opening concert on June 20.

Tickets, available on the fes-
tival website at methowmusic-
festival.org, are $30 per concert. 
Tickets are selling quickly and 
the June 29 concert is sold out.

Even if you don’t get a ticket, 
there’s always the opportunity 
to attend a free rehearsal at 9:30 
a.m. on the morning of each 
Centerstage concert — a great 
way to hear the music and to 
gain insights into the musicians’ 
interpretation.

Concerts are Thursday and 
Saturday, June 20, 22, 27 and 29, 
at 7:30 p.m., with a pre-concert 
talk or recital at 6:30. Signal Hill 
Ranch is halfway between Twisp 
and Winthrop; grounds open at 
5:30 for picnicking and mingling. 
Food and beverages are available 
for purchase. Afterglow parties, 
open to all, follow each concert.

T h e  w e b s i t e ,  h t t p s : / /
methowmusicfestival.org, also 
includes a complete program and 
information about all the artists. 

Methow Valley Schools receive grants 
for mentorship, music programs
BY RALPH SCHWARTZ

Three $5,000 grants from the 
Community Foundation of North 
Central Washington will support a 
mentorship coordinator at the Inde-
pendent Learning Center (ILC), 
and pay for musical instruments 
at Liberty Bell High School and 
Methow Valley Elementary School.

During her three years as men-
torship coordinator, Kelleigh 
McMillan said she has been con-
necting students at the ILC with 
“positive, caring adults who want 
to work with teenagers.” Students 
sometimes go to a mentor’s work-
place to learn a skill, or the mentor 
comes to the school to help students 
develop their academic skills.

“We are very creative and 
open to what that looks like,” 
McMillan said.

The mentorship coordina-
tor’s role includes an element of 

social work for students with per-
sonal challenges, said McMillan, 
who has a background in social 
work. The grant acknowledges 
this with monetary support for 
McMillan’s role as social worker.

“I’m grateful the Community 
Foundation recognizes that and is 
responding to that,” McMillan said.

Anyone who is interested 
in mentoring a student in the 
Methow Valley School District 
may contact McMil lan at 
kmcmillan@methow.org.

A second $5,000 Community 
Foundation grant will help pay 
for a set of orchestral chimes, to 
be used by the concert band and 
other music groups at Liberty 
Bell. Nonprofit groups such as 
Cascadia Music will also be able 
to use them, band teacher Matt 
Armbrust said. Purchase of the 
$8,000 chimes is also supported 
by a $1,000 donation from the 

Winthrop Music Association. 
The rest of the cost is borne by 
the school, Armbrust said.

The third $5,000 grant will 
buy violins and cellos for music 
classes at Methow Valley Ele-
mentary School, so students can 
learn these instruments at no cost 
to them.

Superintendent Tom Venable 
said support from the grants 
“allows us to close the gap 
between what the state provides 
and what it actually costs to pro-
vide all students with access to 
a coherent, high quality K-12 
music program.”

The three awards come from the 
Community Foundation’s Stron-
ger Schools grant, which supports 
“programs that enrich experiences 
for students, support teacher devel-
opment and foster opportunities 
for schools to achieve their goals,” 
a foundation press release said.

A r ts brief s
Poetry reading 
at Confluence

Conf luence Poets will 
host “Poetry of Gardens, 
Nature and Mary Oliver,” 
a curated reading of poetry 
about the beauty of gardens 
and nature in conjunction 
with the Confluence Gal-
lery’s Dig It! exhibit, on June 
19. The free event will be at 
the gallery in Twisp from 
7 – 9 p.m. Featured readers 
will include Confluence poets 
Ryan Brennan, Vicky Doux-
mont, Shannon Huffman Pol-
son, Christine Kendall, Sam 
Owen, Julianne Seeman, 
and Greg Wright and special 
guests Ken Bevis, Harmony 
Cronin, Thome George, 
Joanna Thomas and Cymone 
Van Marter. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. For 
information, call 997-2787.

Merc auditions for 
‘Boeing Boeing’

The Merc Playhouse in 
Twisp will hold auditions on 
June 25 at 7 p.m. and on June 
29 at 2 p.m. for the upcoming 
stage production of the farci-
cal comedy “Boeing Boeing.” 
The play was written by Marc 
Camoletti, Beverly Cross and 
Francis Evans, and is directed 
by Kelly Donoghue. No expe-
rience or prepared readings 
necessary. Pages of the script 
will be handed out at audi-
tions. Casting is for two men 
and four women, ages 18 – 60.

Rehearsals begin the last 
week of July. The show opens 
Sept. 20 and runs through 
Sept. 29. For information, 
call 997-7529 or email info@
mercplayhouse.org.

Merc’s student 
summer camps

The Merc Playhouse’s 
summer Drama Camp and 
Musical Theater Camp in 
Twisp will be from July 
22 – 27, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
each day. The Drama Camp 
is for students in grades seven 
through 12; the Musical 
Theater Camp is for grades 
three through 12. Tuition 
for each camp is $250. For 
information, visit www.
mercplayhouse.org.

Staff for the camps will 
be Megan Hicks returning 
for her seventh year, former 
Merc Artistic Director Julie 
Wenzel, Merc board mem-
ber and veteran director Jane 
Orme, and the Merc’s execu-
tive director, Missi Smith.

Each camp will end with 
public performances by the 
students.

File photos by Marcy Stamper
The festival includes music by beloved composers as well as cutting-edge new music. Mikhail Shmidt, bottom, will 
once again share his expressive violin playing.

All
The annual Methow Valley Chamber Music 
Festival is both classy and casual
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Over 50 recliners in stock

Father’s Day Sale!


