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New era
ML’s Johnson reaches 
state as freshman. C1

 STATE

First arrival
Coronavirus patients arrive 
at Spokane hospital. A3

 BUSINESS

Still profitable
Terex sales fall, but 
company still profitable. A4
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Nikkia Woodiwiss (left) and Jaquelin Villa match labels with flowers during horticulture class at Moses Lake High School Thursday.

Green thumbs
Fruits, vegetables owe their early 

start to students

By CHERYL SCHWEIZER
Staff Writer

MOSES LAKE — It’s not spring yet, 
but flowers are already growing inside 
the greenhouse at Moses Lake High 
School. 

The flowers are destined for various 
spring projects, but growing plants takes 
some advance work. Students in the 
horticulture class were busy Thursday 
morning mixing potting soil and plant-
ing flower starts – and, said instructor 
Tony Kern, learning a little bit about 
the basics of agriculture.

Some of the flowers and ornamental 
grasses and all the vegetables in the 
adjoining greenhouse are intended for 
the FFA plant sale in early May. The 
rest of the flowers and grasses will be 
planted in the flower boxes along Third 
Avenue in mid-May. The crew from the 
horticulture classes and Kern’s leader-
ship class have been working all winter 
to ensure that there are plants to meet 
the demand.

The plant sale is a longtime MLHS 
tradition, featuring hanging baskets, 
vegetable starts, flowers and grasses in 
individual pots. Somebody has to build 
the hanging baskets, of course, which 
is another task assigned to the horticul-
ture and leadership class students.

Students in the Thursday morning 

horticulture class were transferring 
flower starts to bigger trays, the sort of 
chore that attracted Gina Skinner when 
she needed a class to fill out her senior 
year schedule. But even an activity like 
planting flowers requires science.

Sabrina Rhyne said the class con-
fronted a mystery last week. “We just 
had to figure out what was wrong with 
our soil last week. All the plants were 
dying.” 

The problem turned out to be related 
to the potting soil’s chemical balance. 

“The pH was too high,” Gina said.
“Weird pH,” Sabrina said.
Agriculture classes are a require-

ment for FFA participation at MLHS, 

MLHS horticulture class makes the greenhouse bloom

By CHARLES H. 
FEATHERSTONE
Staff Writer

SOAP LAKE — The Soap 
Lake Police Department is 
not getting a patrol dog. At 
least not yet.

At a regular meeting on 
Wednesday, the Soap Lake 
City Council voted 3-3 on a 
measure to create an account 
within the police fund to 
allow the Soap Lake police to 
take donations to procure and 
maintain a police dog. A tied 
vote means the measure did 

not pass.
“There are only a few 

situations where the mayor 
can break a tie, and resolu-
tions or ordinances are not 
allowed,” Mayor Alex Kovach 
told the Columbia Basin 
Herald after the meeting.

Kovach said the council 
could reconsider the matter 
later when all seven members 
are present.

During the meeting, Soap 
Lake Police Chief Ryan Cox 
said he was requesting that 
the council create the account 
to allow the city to take dona-

tions for a K9 program. 
“The funding is coming 

from all donations,” Cox told 
council members. “We have 
six or seven companies will-
ing to donate.” 

Currently, Moses Lake 
Police and the Grant County 
Sheriff’s Office have active K9 
programs, and those are entire-
ly supported by donations. 

Cox said the department 
of eight — five patrol offi-
cers, two sergeants and 
one chief — was looking 
to acquire a dog that could 
both act on patrol as an 

attack dog and as a drug 
sniffer and allow for a fair-
ly quick response time as 
opposed to the 30-40 minutes 
needed for a GCSO dog and 
handler to arrive. 

The dog would cost around 
$12,000 and would be “the 
only dual-purpose dog in 
Grant County,” Cox said, 
adding that the department 
would solicit donations year-
round to pay for the program.

“We would try to make 
the program self-sustaining,” 

Soap Lake City Council nixes police dog idea
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Ephrata Public Works Director 
Bill Sangster.

By CHARLES H. 
FEATHERSTONE
Staff Writer

EPHRATA — The city 
of Ephrata is going to start 
chlorinating its drinking 
water this year.

Washington State 
Department of Health issued 
Ephrata a “red permit” after 
the city failed to file its com-
prehensive water plan with 
the state on time, Ephrata 
Public Works Director Bill 
Sangster told city council 
members at a regular meet-
ing Wednesday.

“We do not chlorinate 
currently,” Sangster said. 
“There’s nothing wrong 
with our water and water 
systems.”

Ephrata received an order 
to chlorinate its drinking 
water by July 16.

“We’re doing our water 
comprehensive plan, but 
we’re not done yet,” Sangster 
said. “And there’s $45,000 in 
this year’s budget for chlori-
nation.”

In fact, Sangster said the 
city will have chlorination 
systems installed at each of 
its six drinking water wells 
before the mid-July deadline. 

“We will definitely be 
done before then,” he said.

“Thank you for being 
proactive,” said Council 
Member Matt Moore. “All of 
our tests show our water is 
quite good.”

Stephanie Shopbell, an 
environmental health man-
ager for the Grant County 
Health District, told the CBH 
prior to the council meet-
ing that the city of Ephrata 
“last year was told to submit 
design and plans for a disin-
fection program.”

“They were asked for 
plans by Jan. 1, and they 
didn’t do that,” she said.

Dorothy Tibbetts, a 

Ephrata to start 
chlorinating its 
drinking water
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HOMES ARE SELLING AT 

PEAK PRICES!
ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT

SELLING?

CALL/TEXT/EMAIL ME TO SEE 
WHAT YOUR HOME MIGHT SELL 
FOR IN TODAY ’S HOT MARKET !

BROKER


