
“Super Trouper.” “Dancing Queen.” 
“Chiquitita.” “Money, Money, Money.”

You likely have your favorite hits and so 
do the cast for the upcoming music “Mam-
ma Mia!” by Ghostlight Productions.

For three weekends, the ABBA musical 
fills Sequim’s sound waves at Sequim High 
School’s Auditorium, 533 N. Sequim Ave.

“This is really an excuse to have an 
ABBA concert,” says John Lorentzen, who 
steps on the stage to act after years lead-
ing music. “The audience can take part … 
and people will be dancing in the aisles.”

Shows begin at 7:30 p.m. July 26-27, 
Aug. 2-3, 9-10, and 2 p.m. July 27-28, 
and Aug. 3-4 with tickets available at the 
door and online at ghostlightproductions.
ludus.com.

Fusing popular ABBA songs into the 
story, “Mamma Mia!” follows Sophie (Dan-
ielle Lorentzen) preparing for her wedding 
to Sky (Noah Long). Sophie desires for 
her father to walk her down the aisle, but 
unaware who he might be, she discovers 
her mom Donna’s diary (Cecie McClelland) 
and three potential men.

So she secretly invites them leading the 
men Sam Carmichael (John Lorentzen), 
Bill Austin (Ron Graham), and Harry 
Bright (Mark Lorentzen) to arrive before 
the wedding.

Drama, hilarity and plenty of music 
ensue.

A concert with depth
Music Director Janessa Fodge said it’s 

going to be a concert experience but with 
surprising depth.

“It’s a story you don’t expect to be as 
heartfelt as it actually is,” she said. “It 
makes you feel warm and fuzzy. It’s a little 
ridiculous, but everyone should relate to at 
least one character at some point.”

As Donna, McClelland takes to the stage 
after nine years away and the encourage-
ment of her husband and brother.

She said even though her character 
comes from the Sexual Revolution, she’s 

embarrassed about her actions and she’s 
not sure who her daughter’s father could 
be.

“Some of her anger is hiding her embar-
rassment, so I’ve been diving deep from 
that aspect,” McClelland said.

She also finds a new connection through 
her role as a stage mom to Sophie.

“Even though I have boys in real life 
and a daughter on stage, I can resonate 
with my relationship with my own mom,” 
McClelland said.

McClelland said she remembers her 
mom playing hits like “Dancing Queen” 

For the second time, Kathleen 
“Kathy” Conrad got the chance 
to “come on down” to compete 
on “The Price is Right” game 
show. Months later, her win-
nings continue to help local 
children have some fun too.

All summer, the 62-year-old 
Sequim resident has been check-
ing the airwaves to see if her 
episode that aired in January will 
re-run at some point in the com-
ing months at 10 a.m. weekdays 
on KIRO-7.

Conrad went with her hus-
band Butch and his sister Karen 
and her two children Eric and 
Allison last November to CBS 
Studios hoping for a chance to 
take the stage.

They were decked out in 
homemade shirts recognizing 
that Butch and Karen had been 
reunited after 63 years apart.

But Conrad, admittedly an 
animated person, was chosen for 
the opportunity.

She’s been a longtime fan of 
the show.

“I used to work graveyard so it 
was part of my routine watching 
it because you don’t get to bed 

right away,” Conrad said.
Her first trip to the show she 

got on stage too in 2001.
Conrad said she had recently 

purchased a kitchen range at 
the time, so she knew how much 
to bid.

She guessed the closest and 

won and eventually gave the 
range to her father.

In her game, she could have 
won an unspecified amount in 
a piggy bank or a new Chevy 
Cavalier.

She took home $6.43 after 
taxes.

Conrad spun the popular 
wheel where contestants try to 
get $1 or as close to it without go-
ing over with the chance to go to 
the Showcase to win large prizes.

She didn’t advance.

Good bid, spin
For Conrad’s second effort, her 

luck definitely changed.
She and her husband Butch 

said once you’ve competed on 
the stage, you typically won’t be 
chosen for at least 10 years.

Strawberry fields forever? Well the 
Beatles didn’t get that one quite right.

Although strawberries are not annuals, 
they produce good quality berries for only 
a few seasons. Within a couple of years 
of planting, berry size and number start 
to decline and plants seem to lose their 
vigor. The decline of strawberry plants is 
due to aging, overcrowding and viral and 
other diseases.

There is no way 
to prevent this de-
cline, but you can 
keep June-bear-
ing strawberries 
producing longer 
by renovating the 
rows each year af-
ter the harvest.

Before we go any 
further, it is impor-
tant to realize that 
there are several 
types of strawberries: June-bearers, ever-
bearers, and day-neutrals. June-bearers 
are the traditional strawberry that pro-
duces a single bumper crop of flavor-
ful berries each year in June and July. 
Everbearers produce berries in June and 
again in late summer or early fall. Day-
neutrals produce berries throughout the 
normal growing season. The renovation 
process applies to June-bearing strawber-
ries only, not everbearing or day-neutral 
strawberries.

Start the renovation process after you 
have harvested your last June-bearing 
strawberry. The first step is to cut off all of 
the leaves on the plants because the leaves 
can be the source of diseases. Use a mower 
set on high or grass shears. Remove leaves 
to about one inch above the crown, being 
careful not to damage the crown where 
new leaves and fruit will arise.

Skip this step if you can’t do it within 
a week or two of harvest and by August 1 
(but do the other steps). Shortly after the 
harvest, the plant will have a growth spurt 
and you could damage the new leaves that 
emerge. Plants also need sufficient time 
to regrow before fall.

Next, rake and remove all plant debris to 
discourage insect and disease problems. 
Remove any rotten or bug-eaten fruit and 
dispose of it in the compost pile.

Now thin out old, weak or diseased 
plants and rototill (or hoe) between the 
rows so that they are only 8 to 12 inches 
wide. Keeping the rows narrow prevents 
plants from shading each other, and will 
increase their productivity. In addition, 
the narrow rows are easier to harvest 
and allow better air circulation and light 
penetration which minimize fruit rot 
next season.

June-bearing strawberries produce lots 
of runners (baby shoots that can grow 
into full-sized plants). By the end of the 
summer, the row will be filled in with new 
plants and two feet-wide again.

Next, apply fertilizer to the rows. To 
encourage good plant growth and devel-
opment, apply approximately five pounds 
of a 10-10-10 fertilizer to a 100-foot row. (A 
10-10-10 fertilizer is 10 percent nitrogen, 
10 percent phosphorus, and 10 percent 
potassium by weight.)

Finally, make sure your strawberries 
get at least one inch of water per week 
for the rest of the growing season. June-
bearing strawberries initiate fruit bud 
development in late summer and early 
fall as the days shorten and temperatures 
cool; taking good care of your strawber-
ries after renovation will pay off during 
next season’s harvest.

June-bearing strawberries that are 
well-maintained will remain productive 
for four or five years. Poorly managed 
beds may be productive for only one or 
two years. Protect your investment and 
renovate your June-bearing strawberries 
this year.

Jeanette Stehr-Green is a berry enthu-
siast and a WSU-certified Clallam County 
Master Gardener.
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Sequim woman finds ‘Price is Right’ twice
Conrad wins 
ping pong table, 
gives it to Boys 
& Girls Club

Sequim’s Kathy Conrad attempts to price items according to cost with host Drew Carey on “The 
Price is Right.” One item she won included a ping pong table, which she donated to the Sequim Boys 
& Girls Club. Submitted photo

“I used to work graveyard so it was part 
of my routine watching it because you 

don’t get to bed right away.”
Kathy Conrad

See PRICE, B-8

ABBA musical sets three-week run
‘Mamma Mia!’ 
features hits from 
‘Super Trouper’ to 
‘Dancing Queen’

‘Mamma Mia!’ 
Presented by Ghostlight Productions 
Music and lyrics by Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus
Book by Catherine Johnson and conceived by Judy Craymer
Shows: 7:30 p.m. July 26-27, Aug. 2-3, 9-10; 2 p.m. July 27-28 Aug. 3-4
Where: Sequim High School Auditorium, 533 N. Sequim Ave.
Tickets: At the door and online at ghostlightproductions.ludus.com
Director: Mark Lorentzen, Music Director: Janessa Fodge, Choreography: Anna Pederson

ABBA’s hit music comes to life for three weeks in “Mamma Mia!” starring, from left, Angela 
Poynter (as Tanya), Jennifer Saul (Rosie), Cecie McClelland (Donna), and John Lorentzen 
(Sam). Photo by Bob Spink

BY MATTHEW NASH
Sequim Gazette

See MAMMA, B-4



Maybe it was her family 
reunion, her personality, and/
or how she ordered a hot dog 
at the concession stand, but 
producers chose her early on.

Conrad doesn’t disappoint 
when chosen, screaming and 
waving as she runs to the front 
to bid.

There she bids for a chance 
to win a ping pong table.

“I had seen those a few 
times on the show, so I had a 
good idea,” she said.

Conrad said she asked host 
Drew Carey what the highest 
bid was, to which he replied 
“$600.”

“$650!” she yells.

A horn goes off signaling 
someone has an exact bid, 
awarding that person $500.

“I’m screaming $500. $500. 
I don’t realize the mic is right 
there and I’m there scream-
ing,” Conrad said.

“I go up on the stage 
screaming still.”

On stage
Once again before the host 

on stage, Conrad gives a peck 
on the cheek to Carey, which 
she did to Bob Barker about 18 
years prior. She also explained 
her T-shirt and how her hus-
band reunited with his sister.

For the game, Conrad had 
to price an exercise bike, 
Coach accessories and a tele-
vision in order of cost.

She made eye contact with 

Butch to see what to do but 
went with her gut and won 
all three.

Her daughter took the 
Coach accessories, her grand-
daughter the exercise bike, 
and Conrad and her husband 
took the TV.

The couple had it installed 
in their living room the day 
before the Super Bowl and 
put their old television in their 
bedroom.

“Now you have to stand 
back (in the bedroom) be-
cause it’s too big,” she said.

The ping pong table now 
sits in the Sequim Boys & 
Girls Club for students to use.

Through a weird coinci-
dence, Conrad said she was 
the only game winner for the 
whole episode and everyone 

called up to take her old spot 
were the ones to go on stage.

For a chance at the Show-
case, Conrad got to spin the 
wheel.

While talking to Carey, she 
didn’t immediately realize 

she spun $1 and won $1,000 
and began to celebrate. In 
total she won $1,500 in cash 
before taxes.

She went to the Showcase 
and had the chance to win a 
Harley Davidson motorcycle 
but not familiar with the price 
overbid.

At the end, she go to hug 
two stage models, too.

Back home, a few days after 
the show aired, Conrad said 
she was even recognized by 

customer while shopping in 
the Serenity House Thrift 
Shop.

With an 18-year gap be-
tween her � rst and second ap-
pearances, Conrad said she’d 
try to get on stage once again.

“In 10 years,” she said.
For others looking to get on 

the show, she encourages peo-
ple to be animated and make 
their own shirts or coats.

Reach Matthew Nash at 
mnash@sequimgazette.com.
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(360) 312-4772
Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!

Receive a
FREE $50

Restaurant.com
gift card

with in-home estimate**

†Does not include cost of material. Expires 7/31/19. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard of Tennessee. Limit one per household.
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants
must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous
participants in a Company in-home consultationwithin the past 12months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Companymay substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Subject to change without notice prior to
reservation. Expires 7/31/19. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Seattle inWashington under license number LEAFGHI821RC.

75% Off
LABOR†

972388135

Breakfast -Build Your Own Omelette or 
Crepe. Weekend Brunch with mimosas
Lunch - Soups, Salad and Build Your

Own Sandwiches
Dinner - Build Your Own Burgers,

Fish and Chips, Meatloaf,
Chicken Fried Steak and more!
Serving Lavender Lemonade

Happy Hour - 4pm to 7pm Everyday!

We serve REAL elk burgers
Open 7am to 8pm 7 Days a Week

Phone: 360-683-3038
707 E Washington St in Sequim, WA

     The 
Big Elk

20% OFF Entire Guest Check
*Must Present Coupon, 1 Coupon per table, per visit

Expires 7/31/2019

Price
From page B-1

In 2001, Kathleen 
“Kathy” Conrad 
� rst appeared on 
“The Price is Right” 
and won a kitchen 
range. Her latest 
effort won her mul-
tiple items includ-
ing a TV and a ping 
pong table. Submit-
ted photo
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