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A FAMILY 
TRADITION  
OF FANDOM

Former Camas Mayor 
Scott Higgins is a 

Papermaker for life:

Sports, Page B1

WINTER 
HOLIDAY 
SCENES

A selection of photos 
from holiday events in 

Camas-Washougal:

Page A6

Camas claims football title

Photos by Wayne havrelly/Post-record

The Camas High School football team celebrates after beating Bothell High School 35-14 in the 4A state championship game at Mount 
Tahoma Stadum in Tacoma on Dec. 7. The victory capped off an undefeated season and gave the Papermakers their second state title in 
the past four years. For more about the game, see page B1.

Camas High School senior Tai Tumanuvao is embraced by a 
Papermakers coach after the team’s 35-14 state championship 
win Dec. 7. At left, Jacques Badaldo-Birdsell gestures to Camas 
High School fans after his third rushing touchdown.

by Kelly Moyer
Post-Record editor

A campaign-finance viola-
tion complaint filed against 
the city of Camas officials and 
administrators during the 
heat of the November general 

election has been dismissed.   
On Monday, Dec. 9, the state’s 
Public Disclosure Commis-
sion (PDC) determined it had 
found no evidence to support 
allegations that city officials 
or administrators had vio-
lated the state’s campaign fi-
nance laws before the Nov. 5 

election.
“Staff has determined 

that, in this instance, no evi-
dence supports a finding of a 
violation warranting further 
investigation,” states a let-
ter written by Erick Agina, 
a PDC compliance officer, 
and signed by B.G. Sandahl, 
deputy director for the PDC’s 
Executive Director Peter 

PDC tosses complaint against Camas
An illustration shows 
what the “aquatics” 

portion of the proposed 
Camas Community and 

Aquatics Center may 
have looked if voters 
had approved a $78 

million bond proposal 
in the Nov. 5 election. 

contributed illustration 
courtesy of city of caMas

State finds no evidence city leaders violated 
campaign-finance laws ahead of bond vote 

by doug flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

The city of Washougal will continue to fund the 
salary and benefit costs of two new Camas-Wash-
ougal Fire Department (CWFD) positions in 2020, 
but has not committed to the ongoing funding of the 
positions in 2021 and beyond.

Instead, city leaders hope a recently released 
“master plan” report can provide not only a long-
term solution to the CWFD’s staffing issues, but a 
way for Washougal to continue — and even bolster 
— its investments in the fire department.

Washougal leaders discussed an updated amend-
ment to the interlocal agreement between the cities 
of Camas and Washougal for the operation of the 
CWFD at their Dec. 2 workshop. City councilors 
will vote on the amendment in January, city man-
ager David Scott said. 

“This amendment continues the status quo in 
2020 while we digest the master plan together and 
figure out what our options are and how we want to 
move forward together,” Scott said. “We’ll continue 
to fund our portion of the two spots and be a good-
faith partner (with the city of Camas) while we ex-
plore our future in this program.”

Citing growth, a rising demand for services and 
a call from local firefighters to raise staffing levels, 
Camas City Council members approved the addi-
tion of two new firefighters and one fire inspector 
in January 2019, but Washougal leaders said their 

Washougal 
to continue 
funding new 
firefighters
City won’t commit to paying its 40% 
share for two positions beyond 2020

by Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

Local connoisseurs of 
Burgerville’s seasonal milkshakes may have noticed 
the Pacific Northwest-based fast food chain has a 
new flavor out this month: the Gingerbread Shake. 

What they may not realize is that the new shake 

— a blend of cinnamon-
molasses-ginger ice cream 
with bits of gingerbread 
cookies mixed inside 
topped with whipped 

cream, colorful sprinkles and a “baby” gingerbread 
cookie — has a Camas connection. 

Burgerville shake has Camas tieKaren and 
Peter Wood, 

of Camas, 
enjoy the 
seasonal 

Gingerbread 
Shake at 

the Camas 
Burgerville 

on Thursday, 
Dec. 5. 

by doug flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

Port of Camas-Washou-
gal commissioners are set 
to approve the first phase of 
the Port’s waterfront devel-
opment plans at their Dec. 

16 board meeting. 
Roy Kim, of RKm Devel-

opment, the project’s lead 
developer, and Matt Brown 
of Portland-based YBA Ar-
chitects presented their lat-
est plan for the first phase 
of the Waterfront at Park-
ers Landing at the Port’s 

Dec. 2 meeting. 
“We’re very excited to 

come to this point and to be 
able to narrow it down to 
one plan,” Kim said. “We’ve 
spent time gathering input 
from the community and 
getting to know the com-
munity – not just by look-

ing at things online but by 
actually going to various 
meetings, talking to indi-
vidual people and small 
groups. We’re thrilled that 
we’re here and able to give 
this update and continue 
on.”

Brown dubbed the latest 

plan “Option D1,” following 
the previous “A,” “B,” “C” 
and “D” versions released 
earlier this year to elicit 
feedback from the public.

“It’s been a long process, 
but the steps you’ve gone 

Port to vote on ‘phase 1’ waterfront project design
Plans include 
13 mixed-use 

buildings, 
vendor market, 

central plaza

Kelly Moyer/Post-record

Seasonal treat uses gingerbread 
cookies from locals’ company

See Firefighters, page A5

See Complaint, page A3

See Waterfront, page A3

See Shake, page A5



“Small Enough to  
Know You, Large 

Enough to Serve You.”

For the second consecutive week, the Camas-
Washougal Young Athlete of the Week is Camas 
running back Jacques Badolato-Birdsell. The 
Camas High junior rushed a career high 34 
times for 207 yards and three touchdowns as the 
Papermakers claimed the 4A state championship 
with a 35-14 victory over Bothell on Saturday, 
Dec. 7, at Mt. Tahoma Stadium in Tacoma. 

“The brotherhood we created will never be 
forgotten,” Badolato-Birdsell said after the 
championship game. For complete coverage of 
the Papermakers’ championship run, see this 
week’s Sports section, starting on page B1 and 
visit us online at camaspostrecord.com.

Jacques Badolato-Birdsell,  
CHS junior

“Small Enough to  
Know You, Large 

Enough to Serve You.”

Features keynote speaker and noted panelists forecasting what’s trending, what’s coming— 
global, local and geopolitical—in 2020 and beyond.

PRESENTED BY:

THE 34TH ANNUAL COLUMBIAN
ECONOMIC FORECAST BREAKFAST

2020 Economic Forecast Breakfast 

www.columbian.com

IN-KIND 
SUPPORT:

PRESENTED 
BY:

EVENT 
SPONSORS:

RESERVED SEATING: $55 per person or $550  
for a table of 10.  
Includes sit down breakfast. Must register by  
January 13 to reserve your seat.
REGISTER: Online at  
www.columbian/com/economicforecast or by 
calling Community Partnerships at 360-735-4511.

STUDENT PROGRAM: FREE for first 50 high 
school or college students who register. 
Educators, please call today to register five or more 
students and you get a complimentary seat. Offer 
valid for the first 50 students/teachers who register; 
thereafter a special rate of $30 applies. Student must 
be currently enrolled. Must register by phone only.

PRESENTED BY:

Jennifer  
Baker

Lisa J. 
Brown

Clayton 
Cornell

Curtis 
Robinhold

REGISTER TODAY!
Thursday, January 16, 2020 | Hilton Vancouver Doors open at 6:30 am.

Program begins at 7:00 am.

Frank 
Foti, 
Vigor

PANELISTSKEYNOTE
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BY WAYNE HAVRELLY

Post-Record staff writer

For long-time fans of Camas High 
School (CHS) athletics, rejoicing in the 
school’s second state football champion-
ship in the past four years is a joy be-
yond words. 

For decades, one of the program’s most 
fervent fans is former Camas mayor 
Scott Higgins. The life-long Papermaker 
has been running the chains at home 
games for the past 15 years, a task that 
earned Higgins a sideline pass to watch 
the 4A championship game from the 
sidelines at Mount Tahoma High School 
in Tacoma on Dec. 7. 

“It’s a unique perspective,” Higgins 
said. “You are right here. It’s the best 
seat in the house and you get to stand 
and look up at your community and see 
how impressive it looks and sounds,” 
Higgins said during the game, which 
the Papermakers won 35-14 over Bothell 
High School.

Higgins, who graduated from CHS in 
1990, played football and wrestled his 
way to a district title his senior season. 
In those days the town was dramatically 
smaller, and neighboring Washougal 
was the school’s biggest rival. 

“In my three years on varsity we lost 
to the Panthers two of those years,” 
Higgins said. “They were hard fought 
games.”

Back then the CHS football � eld had 
a giant hump in the middle to help with 
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BY WAYNE HAVRELLY

Post-Record staff writer

An epic celebra-
tion erupted at Mount 
Tahoma Stadium in 
Tacoma on Saturday, 
Dec. 7, when  Camas 
High School (CHS) se-
nior quarterback Blake 
Asciutto kneeled to the 
turf on the � nal play of 
the 4A state champion-
ship game, sealing the 
Papermakers’ second 
title in the past four 
years. 

At the same time, 
just 20 yards away 
on the sidelines, play-
ers dunked CHS head 
coach Jon Eagle with 
ice water, and emotions 
exploded like they were 
being uncorked from a 
giant champagne bottle. 

“This is honestly the 
best feeling I’ve ever had 
in my life,” senior Randy 
Yaacoub said after the 

Papermakers beat Both-
ell High School (BHS) 
35-14 to cap an unde-
feated season.

After going 5-5 last 
season and failing to 
qualify for the state 
tournament, the Paper-
makers dubbed the 2019 
campaign as their “Re-

venge Tour,” which be-
came the team’s motto 
throughout the season. 

But the players likely 
never envisioned such 
a perfect ending to 
the team’s season-long 
quest for redemption; 
the Papermakers (14-0) 
beat all � ve teams that 

defeated them last sea-
son, including the Cou-
gars, who ended their 
2018 campaign with a 
one-point win in a Week 
10 playo�  game.  

“We got to play Both-
ell again and we won. 
This means everything,” 
CHS senior linemen Tai 

Tumanuvao screamed 
after the game.

Players embraced 
each other, jumping up 
and down with adren-
aline-fueled jubilation 
as o�  cials walked onto 
the � eld with the state 
championship trophy. 
Junior running back 
Jacques Badolato-Bird-
sell clutched the trophy 
tight with both arms 
while posing for photo-
graphs with his team-
mates after rushing a 
career-high 34 times for 
207 rushing yards and 
three touchdowns. 

“Last year’s loss (to 
Bothell) really moti-
vated us,” he said. “We 
did it. We showed them 
what we’ve got this year, 
and the brotherhood 
we’ve created here won’t 
be forgotten. I’m going to 
remember everything.”

After the photo-

4A FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME — CAMAS 35, BOTHELL 14

PHOTOS BY WAYNE HAVRELLY/POST-RECORD

Camas High School seniors Charlie Bump and Martin Knysh share an emotional moment following the Papermakers’ state championship victory 
over Bothell High School on Dec. 7.

Camas High School football coach Jon Eagle receives a Gatorade bath at the end of the 
4A state championship game on Dec. 7 in Tacoma. 

A family 
tradition 
of fandom
Former Camas Mayor Scott 
Higgins a Papermaker for life

WAYNE HAVRELLY/POST-RECORD

Former Camas mayor Scott Higgins has been 
on the Papermakers’ chain gang, the group 
that marks fi rst downs during home football 
games, for over a decade.

PAPERMAKER 
PERFECTION

CHS completes 
‘revenge tour,’ 
claims second 
title in 4 years

SUPPORT LOCAL
SUBSCRIBE to The Post-Record by calling 360-694-2312

See Higgins, page B2

See Champs, page B2
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Celebrating the
Gospel and 

living it to the 
world.

10:30 a.m. • Worship
Choir & Worship Team at service
10:30 a.m. • Children’s Education

Nursery Care

St. John’s
Presbyterian

1206 N.E. Birch St., Camas
(2 blocks south of Crown Park)

(360) 834-3281
www.sjpc-camas.org ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

4th & Garfield, Camas
Traditional Worship .........................9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ..................11:15 a.m.

Nursery available 8:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Thomas Tweed, Pastor • 834-4201

www.zionluthcamas.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
3337 “L” St., Washougal

Message: 835-2976
Sunday: Classes 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wed: Bible Study 7 p.m.

www.washougal-churchofchrist.com

BETHEL
Community Church

Worship ............. 9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministries • Nursery–4th grade
Youth ..............................5:00–7:00 p.m. 

15th & B St., Washougal • 835-8714
www.bethelcommunitychurch.org

ADULT AND YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
Little Lamb Preschool

Advertise your 
church services 

here.
Call Shelly at 

834-2141 or 
735-4671

for more details.

Attend the 
church of your 

choice

1235 “E” St., Washougal
835-2153

www.gatewayweb.org

Worship Services
Sundays: 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 

and 5:00 pm
Children’s Church during all services

17
32

30

Saint Anne’s  
Episcopal Church

2350 Main St.  
Washougal WA 98671  

(360) 835-5301

Sunday Services 9 am & 11 am

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
TO OUR PARTNER

GIFT PLANNING TIPS
Support Clark College and Save Taxes

Contact Clark 
College Foundation 
for more 
bene�cial tips.
Hal Abrams, JD, LL.M
habrams@supportclark.org 
360.992.2787

Vivian Manning, CFRE
vmanning@supportclark.org 
360.992.2104

Support Clark College 
2. . . . . . . .

MAKE 
A GIFT FROM 

YOUR IRA*
*If you are 70½ or older.

Meet the required minimum
distribution and lower taxes.

1. . . . . . . .
GIVE

APPRECIATED
STOCK 

TO REDUCE 
TAXES*

*For stock held 1 year or longer
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Your gi� supports 
promising pathways for 

Clark students.

 

1887 MAIN ST. SUITE D
WASHOUGAL, WA 98671

A curated line of women’s & men’s 
vintage clothing & an amazing 

collection of vinyl records!

 —  Camas-Washougal, WA Post-Record  B2 Thursday, December 12, 2019
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graphs were taken, the 
players took the trophy to 
the fans, who were also 
erupting with blissful 
emotions in the packed 
grandstands.

“It’s so important that 
you can look back and see 
all the red in the stands,” 
said Eagle, drenched but 
smiling. “It means a lot. It 
makes a di� erence.” 

‘This is real 
family’

As a cold mist returned 
to the stadium during 
the Papermakers’ post-
game celebration, players 
re� ected on their high 
school football journeys 
that began when they 
were freshmen in 2016 
when CHS won its � rst 
state championship, de-
feating Richland High 
School in the Tacoma 
Dome for the title.

“Just watching that 
team play boosted all of us 
to seize this moment,” Yaa-
coub said. “We worked so 
hard to get here.” 

The players said they’ll 
mostly remember the hard 
work they put in and the 
friendships that were cre-
ated.

“Hard work beats talent 
when talent doesn’t work 
hard. All those days get-

ting up early and working 
out before school and get-
ting all sweaty and not 
being able to even take a 
shower before school, it’s 
all worth it,” Asciutto said. 

Senior linemen Caadyn 
Stephen, a University of 
Southern California com-
mit who moved to Camas 
from Alaska last year to 
gain more exposure to col-
lege programs, sustained a 
season-ending back injury 
in September but stayed 
tight with his team, sup-
porting the players from 
the sidelines during the 
championship game. 

“I’m playing for the 
best high school team in 
the nation,” he 
said. “This place 
has changed my 
life. Honestly, 
I couldn’t have 
asked for a better 
place or a better 
team or a better 
coach to play for.”

Senior Jackson 
Clemmer said the 
bond he shares 
with his team-
mates will be 
etched into their 
souls for life.

“This is a family,” he 
said. “Just look around at 
all these guys. This is real 
family and real emotions, 
and everyone is crying and 
just loving this incredible 
moment right now. Ten or 
20 years from now we will 
all still be good friends be-
cause of what we just went 
through.”

CHS takes 
control early

After a day of heavy 
rain, the clouds and winds 
took a little break for the 
championship game and 
didn’t return until midway 
through the Papermakers’ 
victory celebration.  

CHS took advantage of 
the favorable conditions 
and scored on its � rst pos-
session of the game with a 
Badolato-Birdsell 5-yard 
touchdown run with 9 
minutes, 33 seconds left in 
the � rst quarter, capping a 
seven-play, 85-yard drive. 

On the Papermakers’ 
next possession, Badolato-

Birdsell racked up 
63 yards on nine 
carries, and Tyler 
Forner scored on a 
1-yard run to give 
the Papermakers 
a 14-0 lead with 
4:22 left in the 
� rst quarter. 

Badolato-Bird-
sell struck again 
in the second 
quarter, taking 
a pitch 48 yards 
into the end zone 
to give CHS a 

21-0 lead with 5:30 left in 
the � rst half.  

BHS responded with a 
6-yard touchdown catch 
by Blake Bickhaus with 56 
seconds left in the second 
quarter.  

The Cougars continued 
to move the ball on their 
� rst possession of the sec-
ond half, and � nished the 

drive with a 39-yard touch-
down catch by Jordyn 
Turner to cut the Paper-
makers’ lead to 21-14.  

Later in the third quar-
ter, after a shanked punt 
gave CHS great � eld posi-
tion, the Papermakers took 
advantage when Clemmer 
outmuscled two defenders 
for a 28-yard touchdown 
reception for a 28-14 CHS 
lead. 

Both teams traded 
punts to begin the fourth 
quarter before the Cou-
gars (11-3) turned the ball 
over on downs and the Pa-
permakers went on a long 
drive which was capped by 
Badolato-Birdsell’s third 
touchdown of the game on 
a 3-yard rush, giving Cam-
as a 35-14 lead with 2:45 
left in the game. 

Then Clemmer made an-
other highlight-reel play, 
this time on defense with 
a one-handed interception 
on what turned out to be 
BHS’ � nal possession of 
the game.  

“This whole week during 
practice we were focusing 
on No. 13 (Turner) because 
he’s a tall fast dude, so we 
knew we had to protect the 
deep ball,” Clemmer said. 
“My job was to stay deep 
and I just stayed deeper 
than him and somehow it 
happened.”

Forner led the Paper-
makers on defense with 
seven tackles and one sack. 
The stingy Camas defense 
limited the Cougars to 287 
yards of total o� ense.  

Champs:
From page B1

drainage, but it didn’t help 
players who struggled to 
see their own teammates 
on the � eld. 

“We put up with people 
calling us smelly Paper-
makers and all that stu�  
because we were born 
here,” Higgins said, “but 
now people desire to be 
here and are just so proud 
because we really were a 
doormat for a while.”

Growing through 
adversity

As the newly elected 
Camas mayor in 2013, Hig-
gins cheered on his team to 
the 4A state championship 
game in the Tacoma Dome, 
where the Papermakers 
led Chiawana High School 
by 13 points with just 1 
minute, 50 seconds to go in 
the game. That’s when the 
unspeakable happened. 

“I was standing on the 
sidelines with the superin-
tendent saying, ‘We’ve got 
this,’ and we even started 
printing the state champi-
onship T-shirts,” Higgins 
said. “That’s when Chi-
awana threw a long bomb 
and scored, then recovered 
an onside kick and scored 
again to win on the last 
play as time ran out. Just 
crazy.” 

CHS coach Jon Eagle 
still thinks about that loss, 
although he tries to avoid 
those thoughts when he’s 
awake.  

“I’ll have that � ashback 
for the rest of my life,” he 
said. “You don’t think I 
think about that Chiawa-
na game? I still wake up at 
night in a cold sweat at 4 
a.m.”

Higgins bought a CHS 
helmet to have auto-
graphed by the 2013 team, 
but decided to wait for a 

championship to get his 
signatures. Three years 
later, the Papermakers re-
turned to the title game, 
and Eagle invited the may-
or to address the team in 
the locker room before the 
contest.

“I said, ‘You don’t under-
stand how special this is 
to Papermakers who have 
been here their whole life 
and were faithful to this 
community and this team 
when everyone made fun 
of it,’” Higgins said. “I told 
them about our commu-
nity’s great pride in what 
they were doing.” 

The team, led by quar-
terback Jack Colletto, 
marched onto the � eld and 
won the championship. 
The 2019 championship 
team’s seniors took it all in 
as freshmen. 

Higgins said this year’s 
championship team re-
minds him of the 2016 
Papermakers squad in the 
way they overcame the ad-
versity after going through 
last year’s disappointing  
5-5 season. 

“If you are going to play 
at this level, you have to 
give it everything you’ve 
got, and even then you have 
to have some breaks along 
the way,” Higgins said.

The Higgins family tra-
dition of Papermakers 
fandom includes the for-
mer mayor’s daughters. 
His oldest, Rachel, now a 
junior at Pepperdine Uni-
versity in Malibu, Califor-
nia, was a senior when the 
Papermakers won in 2016. 
Now his youngest daugh-
ter Chloe, a senior at CHS, 
can also boast about her 
own senior class champi-
onship. 

The Higgins family cel-
ebrated the victory with 
friends at the same Taco-
ma hotel they stayed at in 
2016.

“It was such a special 
family moment for us that 
we will never forget,” Hig-
gins said. 

Higgins:
From page B1

“We 
worked 
so hard 
to get 
here.”

— Randy 
Yaacoub, 

Camas 
senior 
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