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C & J’s Tax Service
Chris Reese EA      Jyll Reese EA

Personalized Tax Service
By Appointment Only

Put Experienced Enrolled Agents on your side
“The Shack” Pier 7 La Conner

360-466-2646

By Bill Reynolds
The La Conner High girls’ bas-

ketball team played like champi-
ons before placing second with 
the school’s best showing ever at 
the State 2B Hardwood Classic in 
Spokane last week.

Its hard-fought 52-45 title 
round loss on Saturday to No. 
1-ranked Liberty (Spangle) and 
6’-0” Division I prospect Maisie 
Burnham, an Eastern Washington 
University commit, while disap-
pointing, couldn’t erase the thrill 
generated by a La Conner hoops 
team playing in a state champion-
ship game for the fi rst time.

“I couldn’t be prouder of the 
girls,” La Conner head coach 
Scott Novak said afterward. “To 
have made it to this level is a 
great achievement. You couldn’t 
ask for anything more – the No. 
1 and No 2 seeds playing for the 
championship.

“Liberty, obviously, is a very 
good team,” added Novak. “Their 
length gave us problems. We re-
bounded well, but we couldn’t 
hit shots. They just didn’t give us 
many open looks.”

La Conner (23-3) shot just 24 
per cent from the fl oor (16-of-67) 
against an aggressive Liberty de-
fense.

The Lady Lancers, by contrast, 
were 18 of 42 (43 per cent) from 
the fi eld. Liberty (26-1), which 
was riding a 19-game winning 
streak, also knocked down 11 of 
19 (58 per cent) free throws.

Burnham, who led all scorers 
with 22 points, hit nine of 20 at-
tempts, including a killer trey ear-
ly in the fi nal period that gave the 
Lady Lancers a 43-38 edge.

Moments earlier, Liberty had 
clung to a narrow 40-38 lead af-
ter La Conner had rallied from 
a pair of 11-point defi cits. The 
Lady Braves were poised to knot 
the score but Burnham intercept-
ed a pass and was on her way 
to a breakaway layup when La 
Conner’s Morgan Herrera hus-
tled back to swat the ball out of 
bounds.

That play brought the large 
contingent of La Conner fans to 
their feet.

But Burnham quickly quieted 
the Lady Braves crowd by drain-
ing her three-pointer from the top 
of the key.

Junior forward Delaney Good-
win, one of three six-footers in 
the Liberty lineup, was perhaps 
the real diff erence maker.

She hit all four of her shots, 
three from behind the trey arc.

Goodwin broke a scoreless tie 
three minutes into the game with 
her fi rst three-pointer.

La Conner’s Juna Swan-
son matched Goodwin with a 
three-pointer of her own to draw 
the Lady Braves even at 3-3.

Justine Benson, who paced La 
Conner with 18 points, put the 
Lady Braves briefl y in front 5-3 
with a pair of charity tosses.

Freshman Ellie Marble gave La 
Conner its fi nal lead of the night 
at 7-6 with a baseline drive at the 
3:40 mark of the fi rst quarter.

Liberty closed out the frame 
with a 7-0 run fueled by a pair of 
Burnham buckets in the paint and 
another Goodwin trey.

Novak rotated Rachel Cram, 
Marble and Herrera to defend 

Burnham, switching Cram over 
to guard Goodwin after her early 
hot streak.

Herrera did yeoman work on 
Burnham, limiting her low post 
opportunities and also reeled in 
a team-best 12 rebounds and hit 
two key putbacks that drew La 
Conner within 38-35 entering the 
fi nal stanza.

After Liberty’s Aleena Cook 
meshed two free throws to open 
the fourth quarter, Benson deliv-
ered a clutch three-pointer to cut 
the defi cit to 40-38.

That’s when Burnham took 
over.

Liberty closed with a 12-7 
spurt, Burnham hitting all but fi ve 
of the Lady Lancer points.

La Conner got no closer than 
four points, at 45-41, on a Cram 
free throw.

Liberty forced two turnovers in 
the last minute, one on a fi ve-sec-
ond count as La Conner tried to 
inbound the ball under its basket, 
to clinch the triumph.

In so doing, the Lady Lancers 
avenged a double-digit loss to 
La Conner in the 2019 Regional 
round in Everett.

Liberty head coach Chris Col-
vin felt no lead was safe against 
the Lady Braves.

“La Conner is really, really, re-
ally good,” he said. “They weren’t 
gonna just go away. This wasn’t 
going to be a 20-point blowout.”

La Conner, though, was able to 
exact some revenge at the Spo-
kane Arena, defeating Tri-Cities 
Prep 69-27 and Wahkiakum 46-
60, in the State quarterfi nals and 
semifi nals, respectively.

TCP and Wahkiakum had beat-
en La Conner at the Hardwood 
Classic a year ago. The Lady 
Mules had also downed La Con-
ner 62-50 in a big non-league test 
at Wahkiakum earlier in the sea-
son.

“Beating Wahkiakum was a 
huge thing for our girls,” said La 
Conner assistant coach Lynette 
Cram. “They’ve always been a 
tough matchup for us because 
they have so much size and are so 
physical. But we came out strong 
and cleared that hurdle.”

La Conner won what was a 
gritty, grinding contest mostly 
on the off ensive glass, where the 
Lady Braves outrebounded Wah-
kiakum by a 20-9 margin.

Marble came off  the bench to 
gather a game-high 15 rebounds, 
eight on the off ensive boards, to 
go along with 10 points to fuel the 
winners.

La Conner trailed 20-13 and 
23-16 in the fi rst half before tak-
ing control of the contest.

A long trey by Juna Swanson 
was the start of a 9-2 La Conner 
fl urry before halftime.

Marble followed with an off en-
sive rebound and dish to Benson 
for a basket.

Sarah Cook then buried a trey 
from the left wing, just ahead of 
two Marble charity tosses.

Benson tallied eight points, 
including a crucial three-pointer, 
during a decisive 12-8 La Conner 
run in the third period.

The Lady Braves fl ustered 
Wahkiakum in the fourth quar-
ter with full-court pressure that 
took the Lady Mules out of their 
rhythm.

La Conner forged a seven-point 
lead (41-34) with under four min-
utes to play on a Herrera post-up 
hoop from Marble.

That was more than enough of a 
cushion for La Conner to advance 
to the 2B Final opposite Liberty.

The Lady Braves opened 
Thursday with a dominant eff ort 
against defending champ Tri-Cit-
ies Prep.

Herrera netted 15 points and 
snared seven rebounds and Cook 
scored another 14 for La Conner, 
which shot a blistering 55 per 
cent from the fl oor, often the re-
sult of well-timed backdoor cuts 
and passes.

La Conner’s defense thwart-
ed the Lady Jaguars throughout. 
TCP hit only 19 per cent of its 
fi eld goal attempts and fi red up 
six airballs in the fi rst half alone.

McKenna Martinez, who 
played a huge role in TCP’s State 
tourney win over La Conner in 
2019, was held to nine points.

La Conner bolted to a 20-4 
fi rst period lead and never looked 
back.

Benson capped what was per-
haps La Conner’s best quarter of 
the season with a three-pointer in 
transition.

Novak noted that she, her sister 
Joanie, and Herrera – all graduat-
ing seniors – will be diffi  cult to 
replace going forward.

“We’ll miss these seniors,” he 
said, “for what they did on the 
court and for their leadership.”

In related notes:
• There was one bright spot 

for La Conner High in the State 
championship game. Students 
Miles Sidzyik and Josh Jolly 
bested a Liberty duo in the half-
time speed free throw shooting 
contest.

• La Conner spring sports ath-
letes put in workouts at the Dav-
enport Towers Hotel fi tness cen-
ter during their Spokane stay.

• La Conner High Principal 
Todd Torgeson said there had 
been some discussion beforehand 
that the 1B and 2B tournaments 
in Spokane might be postponed 
due to Coronavirus concerns. The 
Washington Interscholastic Ac-
tivities Association (WIAA) ul-
timately agreed to go ahead with 

La Conner High girls place second
at state 2B basketball tournament

By Bill Reynolds
The Greater La Conner area 

stretched over 300 miles to Spo-
kane for four days last week.

Normally hosts to tourists, folks 
from La Conner packed their bags 
and drove more than fi ve hours to 
support the Lady Braves basket-
ball team in its quest for the state 
2B Girls’ Basketball champion-
ship at the Spokane Veterans Me-
morial Arena.

Royal blue La Conner attire 
was much in evidence at Spokane 
hotels and restaurants, in storied 
Riverfront Park, and, of course, at 
the Arena.

Some, like Kurt and Cathi 
Bassford, of Swinomish, took 
time to visit relatives in the Inland 
Empire. They made two side trips 
to see Kurt’s aunt, Donna Dalan, 
a 1958 La Conner High alum now 
residing in Nine Mile Falls, about 
10 miles from downtown Spo-
kane.

“We had so much laughter,” 
Donna said afterward. “It was 
good for the soul.”

The La Conner High hoop team 
was attempting to complete a rare 
double – winning State volleyball 
and basketball crowns in the same 
school year – a feat accomplished 
only 12 times to date.

Alas, 13 would not be the lucky 
number for La Conner.

But all wasn’t lost for the sec-
ond-seeded Lady Braves, who 
fi nished as State runners-up 
and won twice before falling 
to pre-tourney favorite Liberty 
(Spangle) in the State Hardwood 
Classic title round on Saturday.

Prior to leaving Spokane and 
receiving a heartfelt homecoming 
on campus Sunday afternoon, La 
Conner defeated defending state 
champion Tri-Cities Prep and fre-
quent Lady Braves nemesis Wah-
kiakum.

In so doing, the team fi nished 
higher than any other La Conner 
entry – boys or girls.

Which is saying a lot.
La Conner boys’ basketball 

teams have made 39 trips to the 
state tournament and played 113 
games. The Braves have placed 
as high as third twice, in 1973 
and 1987.

The La Conner girls made their 

13th state tourney appearance last 
week, with a third-place fi nish in 
2015 their high-water mark until 
this year.

Blending in with La Conner 
fans at Spokane was longtime 
State 2B Tournament historian 
and statistician David Maley, of 
Thornton, who noted that Braves’ 
legend Gail Thulen was the fi rst 
Washington state high school 
basketball player to have scored 
at least 1,500 points.

Thulen’s scoring mark stood 
for seven years, eventually bro-
ken by future NBA player Byron 
Beck.

Thulen, a 1956 La Conner 
graduate recruited by the Uni-
versity of Washington, at one 
time also held the record for most 
points (41) and free throws (17) 
in a State tourney game.

He was among many who sent 
text messages to Dean Swan-
son congratulating the La Con-
ner team after its big semifi nal 
win over Wahkiakum. Swanson, 
a 1975 La Conner grad whose 
granddaughter, Juna, is the Lady 
Braves’ point guard, gathered 
fans in in the Arena concourse to 
share those well-wishes with the 
players.

It was a rousing get-together.
Especially when amid loud 

cheering and clapping, and with 
La Conner scoring leader Justine 
Benson looking on, Swanson read 
aloud a congratulatory message 
from 1973 Braves All-State guard 
Tony Hernandez.

The 52-45 setback to Liber-
ty the next evening only briefl y 
damped the excitement.

La Conner Athletic Director 
Kathy Herrera, whose two daugh-
ters played on this year’s team, 
perhaps captured the mood best 
on Sunday, alluding to her fami-
ly’s move here from Colorado in 
2018.

“I’m so thankful we found La 
Conner,” she said, “and the girls 
have the privilege of playing 
sports here. It’s been a heck of a 
ride and second place at State is 
something to be proud of.”

Past and present journeys
mingle at B-ball tourney

SETTING A NEW STANDARD – La Conner High players and coaches gathered at center court to accept the 
second place trophy at the State 2B Girls’ Hardwood Classic in Spokane on Saturday. Placing second is the 
best fi nish for any La Conner High School basketball team at the state level. Pictured above are; back row, 
left to right: Assistant coach Jesse Edwards, assistant coach Lynette Cram, Joanie Benson, Avery Sloniker, 
Katie Watkins, Josie Harper, Makayla Herrera, Morgan Herrera, Ellie Marble, head coach Scott Novak, and 
assistant coach Loran James; and front row, left to right: Aubrie Sloniker, Justine Benson, Rachel Cram, Juna 
Swanson, and Sarah Cook.                                                                                      – Photo by Lauren Reynolds
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW
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• Dump Trucking 
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• Grading 
• Pit Run 
• Flatbed Service 

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
    ARNEST1044BW 

360-
  424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY EVENTS

Friday Story Times
10:30 AM every Fri.
Stories, music

and crafts
614 Morris St. • 360-466-3352

www.lclib.lib.wa.us

TECH NIGHTS
Every Wed. night: 5-7 PM
Bring in a device & 

get help.
Appointment required.
Call 360-466-3352 during

the library open hours.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Meet the Poets
Matt Campbell
& Bob Skeele

Reasons & Seasons
of Poetry

Thurs., Mar. 19 - 4:30
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
Open 10-6 • Closed Tuesday

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

Simple . . .
(Continued from Page 3)

WHAT’S HAPPENING

              MOVING?
Please let 
us know. 

Send address changes to: 
P.O. Box 1465, 

LaConner, WA 98257 
or call: 466-3315 

Coronavirus . . .
(Continued from Page 6)

WINTER CLEAN UP TIME! 
Get your yard ready for 
spring. Pruning, leaf pick 
up, bark etc. Blackbird 
Landscaping of La Conner. 
Please call Tim Chomiak 
360-421-1652.       tfcn11/13

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families fi nd senior liv-
ing. Our trusted, local advisors help 
fi nd solutions to your unique needs 
at no cost to you. Call 855-415-4148.

MAPLE  HALL
ACTIVITY CENTER
TUESDAYS   8a – 4p
FITNESS  PROGRAMS

Zumba Gold
Strength&Balance
Tai Chi
GROUPS and CLASSES
Woodcarving Group  
Non-fiction Creative Writing
Stitchers ‘n Crafters Group
Artistic Journaling Seminar

GAMES
Mah jongg, Canasta, Scrabble
VARIED SPECIAL EVENTS
Call/email for full schedule

360-855-5440
SeniorCenter@townoflaconner.org

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

Girls’
basketball . . .

(Continued from Page 4)

POSTPONED!! Chamber 
Fundraiser. Maple Hall. 
Support Town fl ower bas-
kets! Silent auction, pie 
and ice cream social. Live 
music, Lazy Acres”. En-
try free. Pay for treats.                         
2tc3/4

We have chairs,
lots of ‘em!

All 30% off
until March 15.

301 Morris St.
Stop by today!

Tues.-Sun.: 11 AM to 5 PM
(360) 466-4017

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
All donors & shoppers help

provide needed services
for our community.

GOOD TIME TO CONSIGN
at your local non-profit

Soroptimist store.
We want Furniture &

Finer Decorative items in
good condition.

Competitive $plit, plus
• Tax deduction

opportunities benefit you.
• Sale of your item(s) helps

the community.
Call or come in today

for details.

ATTENTION SENIORS 62+! Get a 
REVERSE MORTGAGE to access tax 
free cash & make no payments for life.  
No credit or employment is required. 
FHA insured. Call 877-578-2370.

garding you as his partner.
This needs to stop im-

mediately if you two are 
to continue as spouses. His 
daughter needs to learn that 
adult thoughts, decisions 
and plans are meant to be 
discussed between hus-
band and wife, then shared 
with the kids as the adults 
choose to and not the other 
way around.

I hope you can stand your 
ground and create some 
boundaries since it’s not 
too late to turn this around. 
If you don’t, expect to have 
confl ict in your future fam-
ily.

Want an area
landscaped
for birds?

Over 50 years experience
at design and installation.

I can help you with the 
design and plant choices.
Birds will visit
and even nest.

Call Bob at:
425-308-7352

its state basketball tourna-
ments in Spokane, Yakima 
and Tacoma. “It will be in-
teresting,” Torgeson said, 
“what we’ll see happening 
in the next couple weeks.”

• Justine Benson fi nished 
her La Conner High career 
with 1,580 points, passing 
Mount Vernon High’s Kim 
Brydges (1,577; 1990-94) 
for fourth place on the all-
time Skagit County girls’ 
basketball scoring list.

• Burnham’s dad, Blaze 
Burnham, ranks 22nd on 
the Washington State boys’ 
basketball scoring leader-
board with 2,121 points, 
six more than O’Dea alum 
Clint Richardson, who 
went on to star at Seattle 
University and play in the 
NBA.
TRI-CITIES PREP         
                            4 11   5   7 –  27
LA  CONNER       20 13 23 13 – 69

(TCP) – Martinez 9, Chang 7, 
Dickson 6, Brandner 3, Monteon 
2.

(LC) – Morgan Herrera 15, 
Cook 14, Justine Benson 11, 
Swanson 9, Marble 8, Makayla 
Herrera 8, Harper 3, Cram 1.
WAHKIAKUM     11 12   8   9 – 40
LA CONNER         11 12 12 11 – 46

(W) – Mace 20, Merz 8, Leitz 8, 
A. Watkins 2, K. Watkins 2.

(LC) – Justine Benson 10, Mar-
ble 10, Cram 9, Cook 7, Swanson 
5, Morgan Herrera 5.
LIBERTY (SPANGLE)    
                           13 14 11 14 – 52
LA CONNER           7 13 15 10 – 45

(LS) – Burnham 22, Goodwin 
12, Aleena Cook 6, Fletcher 5, 
Denny 5, Budde 2.

(LC) – Justine Benson 18, Mor-
gan Herrera 9, Marble 6, Swan-
son 5, Cram 4, Sarah Cook 3.

By Rosi Jansen 
One of the most colorful 

ducks in the area, next to 
the Wood Duck, is the Har-
lequin Duck.

It is small, about 16-17”, 
with a steep forehead and 
a short bill. The male has 
slate-blue, brown and white 
colors, while the female is 
all brown with white patch-
es on the head.

They are common during 
the winter on rocky coasts, 
riding the waves and diving 
for mollusks and other ma-
rine organisms.

We see them in this area 
at Rosario Beach and Bow-
man Bay around Deception 
Pass, and at Washington 
Park in Anacortes. In late 
February we went further 
north and saw quite a few 
at Semiahmoo, in addition 
to many Surf Scoters and 
Northern Pintail Ducks. 

Their courtship starts in 

Harlequin ducks
the winter, when they fl y 
as pairs into the mountains, 
where they nest along riv-
ers and feed on insects.

There they seem to be 
more diffi  cult to fi nd, but 
we’ve seen them along the 
North Fork Nooksack Riv-
er on the way to the Heath-
er Meadows on Mt. Baker.

We enjoy them while 
they’re here, with their 
beautiful and funny look!

HARLEQUIN DUCKS
                                                    – photo and text by Rosi Jansen

By Eileen Engelstad
Wednesday March 11

7:30 a.m.– Weekly Kiwanis 
Breakfast Meeting. Open to all. 
Sliders Cafe, Morris. St.

12:30 to 1:30 p.m.– Ukulele 
Fun & Song Circle. Beginners 
welcome and loaner ukuleles 
available. Meet each Wednesday. 
Free. Mount Vernon Senior Cen-
ter, 1401 Cleveland Ave., Mount 
Vernon.206-790-4862 or yoga-
heartspace0@gmail.com. 

5 to 7 p.m.– Tech Night at La 
Conner Regional Library. See ad 
on this page.

7 to 8 p.m.– Climate Change 
Demystifi ed. Retired NASA sci-
entist Dr. Bindschadler explains 
complexities of climate change. 
Anacortes Library, 1220- 10th St.

7:30 p.m.– “1917” Academy 
Award nominee for Best Picture. 
Tickets $8-$11. Lincoln Theatre, 
712 First St., Mount Vernon. 360-
336-8955. lincolntheatre.org.

Thursday March 12
5 to 7 p.m.– Shelter Bay Cho-

rus. New members welcome. 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse, 100 Sho-
shone Drive, La Conner. 360-223-
3230.

5:30 p.m. POSTPONED – Pie 
& Ice Cream Social. Now June 25.

5:30 p.m.– En Vogue Fashion 
Show. 10th annual benefi t auc-
tion for Friendship House. Swin-
omish Casino & Lodge, 12885 
Casino Drive, Anacortes. Tickets 
at my360tix.com.

7 p.m.– “Finding Home- A 
Foster Youth Story” Emmy 
Award-winning documentary. 
Free, donations welcome. Q & 
A with producer Laurie Parker. 
Lincoln Theatre, 712 S. First St., 
Mount Vernon / 360-336-8955 /
lincolntheatre.org

7 p.m.– Mount Vernon High 
School Instrumental Music 
Spring Concert. Pay as you 
wish. Come early to avoid long 
lines. McIntyre Hall, 2501 E. Col-
lege Way, Mount Vernon. 360-
416-7727, ex. 2

Friday March 13
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.– Days for 

Girls Sew Day. Free. Create 
sustainable feminine hygiene 
products for those in need in oth-
er countries. Anacortes Lutheran 
Church, 2100 O Ave., daysfor-
girls.org

10 a.m.– Children’s Author 
Barney Saltzberg will read from 
“One of These is Not Like the 
Others”. Burlington Library, 820 
E. Washington Ave.

10:30 a.m.– Story Time at La 
Conner Regional Library. Please 
see ad on this page.

7:30 p.m.– “Parasite” Black & 
white version of Academy Award 
winner for Best Picture. Tickets 
$8- $10. Lincoln Theatre, 712 S. 
First St., Mount Vernon / 360-336-
8955 /lincolntheatre.org
Saturday March 14

9:30 to 11:30 a.m.– Alzhei-
mer’s Community Forum. Pub-
lic event presented by the Alz-
heimer’s Association Washington 
State Chapter. Burlington Senior 
Center, 1011 Greenleaf Ave.

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.– CAN-
CELLED! 2020 Wellness Fair.
Free hands-on learning about 
wellness. 25% off wellness items.  
Skagit Valley Food Coop, 202 S 
1st St, Mount Vernon 360-366-
9777 / skagitvalleyfoodcoop.com 

1 to 2 p.m.– Everything’s 
Coming Up Roses, with Nancy 
Stewart at Christiansen’s Nursery. 
$8, reservations required. 15806 
Best Road, Mount Vernon, 360-
466-3821 / christiansonsnursery.
com

4 to 6 p.m.– Pechakucha 
Night. Stories shared at a fast 
pace, 20 slides for 20 seconds 
each, with the theme “Especially 
Special.” Museum of Northwest 
Art (MoNA), 121 First St., La Conner.

7 to 9 p.m.– Nick Vigarino, 
local Blues and lightning slide 
guitar master. $10, Sips, 608 First 
Street, La Conner.

7 to 11 p.m.– CANCELLED. 
St Patrick’s Day Dance. Support 
La Conner Firemen. Dance to 
“The Classic Roads Band”. $10, 
21 & over, catered bar. Maple 
Hall, 108 Commercial, La Conner.

7:30 p.m.– “Parasite” (see 
Friday, 3/13)

Sunday March 15
1 to 4 p.m.– Community Seed 

Share & Garden Fair. Free entry 
& free seeds. Seed germination 
workshop with botanist Brenda 
Clifton. Mount Vernon Library, 315 
Snoqualmie Street.

4 to 6 p.m.– All That Jazz with 
Ben Sterner and Phillip Nakaiod. 
$10. Sips, 608 First Street, La 
Conner.
Monday March 16
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.– Donate 

Blood in the Fidalgo/Burrows 
Rooms at Island Hospital, 1211 
24th St. Anacortes. Schedule 
your appointment: schedule.
bloodworksnw.org using sponsor 
code 2298, or 1-800-398-7888.

11:30 a.m.– CANCELLED: 
Friends of La Conner Regional 
Library monthly meeting. 

1 to 3 p.m.– Monday Danc-
ing, to The Skippers or Good Vi-
brations. $7. Each week at Mount 
Vernon Senior Center 1401 
Cleveland Ave., Mount Vernon. 
360-336-3682

2 to 3 p.m. & 5 to 6 p.m.– Food 
Bank: La Conner Sunrise Food 
Bank is located in the Garfi eld 
Masonic Lodge at 602 S. Third 
St. behind the Methodist Church 
on the hill. All are welcome, those 
who need groceries and those 
with food to share. 360-488-3878 
/ laconnerfoodbank.com

7 to 8:30 p.m.– Spiritual 
Movements Exploration Class. 
Non-secular. All ages. Suggest-
ed donation $5. Skagit Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship, 500 W. 
Section St., Mount Vernon, 541-
619-2675
Tuesday March 17

1 to 2:30 p.m.– Know & Grow. 
Protect and support your plants 
by building attractive wire cages 
to protect and support plants. 
Master Gardener Sandra Swar-

brick will share other examples of 
plant supports that you could build 
yourself. Free. WSU Mount Ver-
non NWREC Auditorium, 16650 
SR 536, Mount Vernon.

7 to 8 p.m.– Beginning Line 
Dancing. Adults and teens 13+, 
each Tuesday. $6 drop-in; $25/
fi ve classes. Burlington Commu-
nity Center, 1011 Greenleaf Ave., 
Burlington. Register: burlington-
wa.gov/recreation or 360-755-
9649.

7 to 9:30 p.m.– Folk Dancing. 
Skagit-Anacortes. Learn to folk 
dance each Tuesday to a variety 
of international music. No partner 
necessary. First time free, then 
$5. Bay View Civic Hall, 12615 C 
Street, Bayview. 360-766-6866.
Wednesday March 18

7:30 a.m.– Weekly Kiwanis 
Breakfast meeting. Open to all. 
Sliders Cafe, Morris. St.

12:30 to 1:30 p.m.– Ukulele 
Fun & Song Circle. Beginners 
welcome and loaner ukuleles 
available. Meet each Wednesday. 
Free. Mount Vernon Senior Cen-
ter, 1401 Cleveland Ave., Mount 
Vernon.206-790-4862 or yoga-
heartspace0@gmail.com.

3:30 p.m.– Teen Writing 
Group. For high school students. 
A professional writer leads the 
group, introducing new prompts 
each session. Anacortes Library, 
1220- 10th St.

3:30 to 5 p.m.– Grief Sup-
port Group. Every Wednesday.
in the Fidalgo/Burrows Rooms. 
Island Hospital, 1211- 24th St., 
Anacortes

5 to 7 p.m.– Tech Night at La 
Conner Regional Library. See ad 
on this page.

7 p.m.– Washington’s Undis-
covered Feminists. Writer Ma-
yumi Tsutakawa commemorates 
the 100th anniversary of women’s 
suffrage, presenting often unsung 
women of the Pacifi c Northwest, 
fi ve “woman warriors” in the arts 
and journalism. Anacortes Library, 
1220- 10th St.
Thursday March 19

1:30 to 3 p.m.– Parkinson's 
Support Group. For those with 
Parkinson's Disease, Fidalgo 
Room, Island Hospital,1211-24th 
St., Anacortes.

4:30 p.m.– Meet the Poets. 
Matthew Campbell Roberts and 
our own Bob Skeele will read 
from their work and talk about 
what drew them to poetry. Both 
are local but have very different 
life experiences. Seaport Books, 
106 First St., La Conner. 360-
399-1300.

5 to 7 p.m.– Shelter Bay Cho-
rus. New members welcome. 
Shelter Bay Clubhouse, 100 Sho-
shone Drive, La Conner. 360-223-
3230

7 p.m.– Barbershop Harmo-
ny. Join the An-O-Chords each 
Thursday. 4-part harmony group; 
no experience or auditions re-
quired. All ages. Bethany Cov-
enant Church, 1318- 18th St., 
Mount Vernon. 360-679-7473. 

7 p.m.–Mount Vernon High 
School Choral Music Dept. Gen-
eral admission, pay what you 
wish, available the day of show 
only. Arrive early to avoid the lines 
at the box offi ce. Under the direc-
tion of Jesús Gómez, the MVHS 
choral program presents music 
that will be performed during the 
upcoming choral festival season.

Friday March 20
7 to 8:30 p.m.– Seals & Sea 

Lions. Learn about these pinni-
peds of the Salish Sea from The 
Friends of Skagit Beaches. Free. 
NW Educational Services District, 
1601 R Ave., Anacortes.
Saturday March 21

10 a.m.– Daffodil Tweed Ride. 
Dress “British” & “tweedy” to bicy-
cle-ride by the daffodil fi elds to a 
picnic lunch. Leave from La Con-
ner Coffee Co., 604 1st St., La 
Conner. Return at 2 p.m. to party 
until 6 p.m. at Hellam’s Vineyard, 
109 N. 1st St.

11 a.m. to noon–Class: 
Cultivating Dahlias. A growing 
number of dahlia gardeners are 
selling their fl owers at roadside 
stands. Because dahlias must be 
cut to grow, fl ower stands offer a 
ready-made cash crop. Instruc-
tors John and Kathy Willson will 
teach you how to cultivate and 
market high-quality fl owers. $8 
class fee. Christianson's Nurs-
ery,15806 Best Rd., Mt Vernon. 
360-466-3821.

7:30 p.m.– “Unforgettable, 
That’s What You Are” Skagit 
Symphony. Tickets $10-$45 (High 
School students 16 and older 
are free on the day of the perfor-
mance with a valid ID) The Skagit 
Symphony’s concert will begin 
with a newly commissioned work 
for the 40th Anniversary Season 
by Roupen Shakarian, followed 
by three tales from A Thousand 
and One Arabian Nights as set to 
music in Ravel’s Schéhérazade, 
sung by Laura Corina Sanders. 
The evening will conclude with El-
gar’s Enigma Variations. Pre-con-
cert lecture in the concert hall at 
6:45 pm. McIntyre Hall, 2501 E. 
College Way, Mount Vernon. 360-
416-7727, ex. 2.

(8) Reach out to your 
neighbors to open commu-
nication in a new and pos-
itive way and make fi rm 
mutual off ers of help and 
support. 

Dorothy Downes, RN, 
MSW, MPA, a community 
member, worked for CDC 
researching the transmis-
sion of communicable dis-
ease and is currently prac-
ticing as a case manager 
in a post-ICU respiratory 
hospital in Seattle. The best 
source of advice on medical 
issues is your personal phy-
sician, ARNP or PA.

stay away if they have any 
symptoms.

The Inn has reduced its 
transportation services.

James reports extra san-
itizing of handrails, door-
knobs and “touch spots.” 
The Inn has plenty of clean-
ing supplies.

She said the residents 
were calm and not com-
plaining: “They trust us to 
take good care of them,”

The Skagit County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce is issuing and 
fi tting all of its employees 
with the N95 masks, for 
incidental contact with cit-
izens that are COVID-19 
symptomatic, Traffi  c Ser-
geant Jeff  Willard of the La 
Conner Detachment shared 
in an email.

Saturday the La Con-
ner School Board met in 
an emergency meeting via 
phone conference and cre-
ated a safety plan. 

U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen 
met with Skagit County 
elected and public health 
offi  cials last Friday in 
Mount Vernon. There are 
no confi rmed coronavirus 
cases in the county, Pol-
ly Dubbal, Skagit County 
Public Health communi-
cable disease and environ-
mental health manager, told 
them.

Locals . . .
(Continued from Page 1)

• In the mood for a looong vacation? 
Consider the planet Uranus. Its sum-
mer lasts 21 Earth years.

• It takes 700 gallons of water to make 
a cotton shirt. To put that in perspec-
tive, the amount of water needed to 
make a T-shirt is enough for one person 
to stay hydrated for 900 days, while the 
amount necessary to create a pair of 
jeans is equivalent to hosing down your 
lawn for nine hours straight.

• The official color of the Golden 
Gate Bridge is “International Orange.”

• Speaking of that delightful hue, 
Alexander the Great washed his hair 
in saffron to keep it shiny and orange.

• The world’s least-common surnames 
include Sallow, Miracle and Relish, 
while extinct surnames include Bread, 
Spinster and Bythesea (By the sea).

• Your navel contains thousands of 
bacteria that form an ecosystem the 
size of an entire rainforest.

• Ever wondered about those ridges 
along the edges of some coins? They 
were the brainchild of Sir Isaac New-
ton, who while warden of the Royal 
Mint in 1696 used the reeded edges to 
help combat theft and counterfeiters.

• After the hip-hop duo OutKast 
coined the phrase “shake it like a Pola-
roid picture” in their hit song “Hey 
Ya!” Polaroid released this statement: 
“Shaking or waving can actually dam-
age the image.”

• Just like fingerprints, no two tongue 
prints are alike.

***
Thought for the Day: “I don’t need 

a friend who changes when I change 
and who nods when I nod; my shadow 
does that much better.” — Plutarch
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