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By CASEY MCCARTHY
Sports Writer

LAKEWOOD — Cooper Christensen’s 
interception with under 20 seconds to play 
sealed the victory as the Royal Knights 
claimed the 1A State championship with 
a 26-22 victory over Lynden Christian on 
Saturday.

The title gives the program its fourth in 
the last five seasons — and ninth total — 
finishing undefeated on the last four occa-
sions. In a game that began in the rain at 
Harry E. Lang Stadium in Lakewood, the 
Knights faced perhaps their toughest test of 
the season in the Lyncs.

“They’re an amazing team, big credit to 
them,” senior Tyler Allred said. “They’ve 
got a ton of athletes, they have some really 
good players, better players than we’ve seen 
all year. But we knew we were going to 
have to earn it, and I wouldn’t have wanted 

to win it any other way.”
The first quarter found both teams fight-

ing for position, with neither side able to 
open up a lead in the opening 12 minutes. 
The Lyncs would strike first as the Lynden 
Christian receiver took the catch 60 yards 
to open up a 7-0 with just over eight min-
utes to play in the first half.

On the following drive, the Knights 
would lose the football on a fumble. Less 
than two minutes later, Royal lost the 
football again on an intercepted pass from 
Caleb Christensen. 

Royal rallied late in the second quarter, 
driving the ball down inside the five, before 
Caleb Christensen managed to sneak in 
from two yards out for the score. With a 
little more than a minute to play, the score 
drew even at 7-7.

The Knights were able to force the 

Royal football rallies past Lynden Christian for another 1A title

Casey McCarthy/Columbia Basin Herald 
Above: Royal football hoists the championship trophy in celebration after claiming the 1A title over Lynden Christian on Saturday in Lakewood. Below: Wiley Allred 
embraces another Royal coach after the Knights defeated Lynden Christian on Saturday to claim the 1A title.

26 22

TIME FOR NINE

See ROYAL, B2

Connor Vanderweyst/Columbia Basin Herald
Moses Lake’s Camille Carpenter (left) guards Chiawana five-star prospect 
Talia von Oelhoffen during the second half Saturday at Moses Lake High 
School. Von Oelhoffen scored 34 points, but was held to 18 total after the 
first quarter.

By CONNOR VANDERWEYST
Sports Editor

KENNEWICK — Moses Lake finished with 11 
placers and five champions to take second over-
all at the Bob Mars Invitational.

Reigning Class 4A state champion Chiawana 
was the tournament winner, amassing 273.5 
points. Moses Lake was the only other team to 
eclipse 200 with 203. 

“I was really pleased with the way our guys 
wrestled, for the most part,” head coach Jaime 
Garza said. “I liked the energy that they came 
out with.”

Othello scored 96 points to place sixth.
The Chiefs’ champions included Jeremiah 

Martinez (106), Ryan Grubb (126), Maximus 
Zamora (145), Cruz Vasquez (170) and Everett 
Ashley (220). Martinez pinned Jamie Alelandre 
of Zillah in the first round. Grubb, Vasquez and 
Ashley also won their final matches by fall.

Grubb pinned Pendleton’s Collin Primus, 
Vasquez pinned Kiona-Benton’s AJ Stewart and 
Ashley pinned Chiawana’s Cayetano Talavera. 
Hunter White was a tournament runner-up 

Wrestling roundup: Moses 
Lake 2nd at Bob Mars Invite

See ROUNDUP, B3

By CONNOR VANDERWEYST
Sports Editor

MOSES LAKE — It might be 
one of the oldest sports adages. 

“It’s not how you start, but 
how you finish.”

Moses Lake girls basketball 
exemplified that saying Saturday 
night. Chiawana five-star pros-
pect Talia von Oelhoffen scored 
16 of her game-high 34 points 
in the first quarter and the 
Riverhawks opened the game on 
a 14-0 run. However, Moses Lake 
methodically trimmed the deficit 
and used a balanced effort to 
win 54-50.

“I think we were all a lit-
tle nervous because we knew 
it would be a tough game and 
they’ve got great players — 

Basin roundup: 
Moses Lake stuns No. 6 
Chiawana after trailing big 
in first quarter

See BASIN, B3
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CALENDAR
MONDAY, DEC. 9 

TUESDAY, DEC. 10 
Boys basketball 

Moses Lake at Post Falls • 7 p.m. 
Ephrata at Connell • 7:30 p.m. 

Othello at Pullman • 7 p.m. 
Quincy at Wahluke • 7:30 p.m. 

Warden vs. Columbia • 7:30 p.m. 
Soap Lake vs. Manson • 7:30 p.m. 

MLCA at Wellpinit • 7:30 p.m. 
Wilson Creek vs. Columbia • 6:45 p.m. 

LRS at Oakesdale • 7:30 p.m. 
Girls basketball 

Moses Lake at Kamiakin • 5:45 p.m. 
Ephrata at Connell • 6 p.m. 

Othello at Pullman • 5:30 p.m. 
Quincy at Wahluke • 6 p.m. 

Warden vs. Columbia • 6 p.m. 
Soap Lake vs. Manson • 6 p.m. 
MLCA at Wellpinit • 5:45 p.m. 

Wilson Creek vs. Columbia • 5 p.m. 
LRS at Oakesdale • 6 p.m. 

Girls wrestling 
Quincy Mix & Match • 6 p.m. 

Grandview Mix & Match • 5 p.m. 
Girls bowling 

Moses Lake vs. Davis • 3:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11 
Boys wrestling 

Moses lake at Sunnyside • 7 p.m. 
Girls wrestling 

Moses Lake at Sunnyside • 7 p.m.
THURSDAY, DEC. 12 

Boys wrestling 
Ephrata vs. Selah • 7 p.m. 

Quincy vs. Wapato • 7 p.m. 
Zillah Mix & Match • 5 p.m. 

Naches Valley Mix & Match • 5 p.m. 
LRS at Columbia • 6 p.m. 

Girls wrestling 
Zillah Mix & Match • 5 p.m. 

Boys basketball 
LRS vs. UCA • 7:30 p.m. 

Girls basketball 
MLCA vs. Yakama Tribal • 6 p.m. 

Wilson Creek at Easton • 5:45 p.m. 
LRS vs. UCA • 6 p.m. 

Girls bowling 
Moses Lake at Eisenhower • 3 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 13 
Boys basketball 

Ephrata at Wapato • 7:15 p.m. 
Othello vs. East Valley • 7:15 p.m. 
Quincy at Grandview • 7:15 p.m. 

Wahluke at Naches Valley • 7:30 p.m. 
Warden at Mabton • 7:30 p.m. 

Soap Lake at Lake Roosevelt • 7:30 p.m. 
ACH at Wellpinit • 7:30 p.m. 

Girls basketball 
Ephrata at Wapato • 5:45 p.m. 

Othello vs. East Valley • 5:45 p.m. 
Quincy at Grandview • 5:45 p.m. 

Wahluke at Naches Valley • 6 p.m. 
Warden at Mabton • 6 p.m. 

Soap Lake at Lake Roosevelt • 6 p.m. 
ACH at Wellpinit • 6 p.m. 

Boys wrestling 
El Cajon Invitational • 10 a.m. 

Men’s basketball 
Big Bend vs. Air Force Base • 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 14 
Boys wrestling 

El Cajon Invitational • 8 a.m. 
West Valley Eagles Wrestle-Rama • 9 a.m. 

Leonard Schutte Invite • 10 a.m. 
Liberty Invite • 9:30 a.m. 

Girls wrestling 
Warden Invite • 10 a.m. 

Granger Mix & Match • 10 a.m. 
Boys basketball 

Moses Lake vs. Davis • 7:30 p.m. 
Ephrata vs. Selah 5 p.m. 

Othello at Grandview 5 p.m. 
Quincy vs. Prosser • 5 p.m. 

Royal vs. Highland • 7:30 p.m. 
Soap Lake at Entiat • 7:30 p.m. 

MLCA at Wilbur-Creston • 3 p.m. 
ACH at Harrington • 6 p.m. 

Girls basketball 
Moses Lake vs. Davis • 5:45 p.m. 

Ephrata vs. Selah • 3:30 p.m. 
Othello at Grandview • 3:30 p.m. 
Quincy vs. Prosser • 3:30 p.m. 

Royal vs. Highland • 6 p.m. 
Soap Lake at Entiat • 5:45 p.m. 

MLCA at Wilbur-Creston • 1:30 p.m. 
ACH at Harrington • 4:30 p.m. 

Men’s basketball 
Big Bend vs. Air Force Base • 1 p.m. 

Women’s basketball 
Big Bend vs. Northwest All-Stars • 3 p.m.

Lynden Christian fumble just 
over two minutes into the third 
quarter. Caleb Christensen found 
his way in again from close after 
another a big catch from Cooper 
Christensen set up the Knights. 

Royal would head into the 
fourth, holding a six-point 
advantage at 13-7. Starting the 
fourth in great field position, the 
Knights struck on the first play 
as Christensen hit Allred for 19 
yards and the score. 

Up 19-7, Carter Dorsing would 
give the Knights the ball back 
quickly in the fourth quarter with 
the interception. The Lyncs would 
respond to the Knights’ 19-point 
surge, beginning with another 
bomb, with a 63-yard strike trim-
ming the Royal lead to 19-14 with 
a little over seven minutes left.

Deep in their own territory and 
forced to punt, the Royal snap 
went high over Michael Perez, 
with the Lyncs scooping up the 
ball with 3:22 remaining. On their 
first play after the fumble recov-
ery, Lynden Christian struck on a 
pass to the back of the end zone, 
retaking the lead at 22-19.

The Knights took back over on 
offense, responding in a hurry. 
Caleb Christensen found a streak-
ing Aldo Farias down the sideline 
who took the ball 74 yards for the 
touchdown and the 26-22 lead.

“It kind of felt like we had it 
done because we have a great 
defense and they have to score 
twice,” head coach Wiley Allred 
said. “But when you make two 
blown assignments and a snap over 
the kid’s head, that’s what happens. 
But, to come back from that is pret-
ty remarkable actually.”

Royal’s interception with 1:59 
remaining gave the Knights 
the chance to run down the 
clock. Taking back over with 
only seconds remaining, the 
Lynden Christian pass would 
find the arms of Royal’s Cooper 
Christensen. The ensuing victory 
formation made things official as 
the Knights walked away with 
the hardware after a hard-fought 
victory.

Caleb Christensen threw for 

323 yards in the win on 23 of 38 
attempts with one interception. 
He finished with four touch-
downs total, two rushing and two 
passing. Lorenzo Myrick led the 
Knights on the ground with 61 
yards on 21 carries.

Cooper Christensen had anoth-
er monster game, with nine catch-
es for 137 yards. He also grabbed 
a pair of interceptions on defense. 
Aldo Farias finished with two 
catches for 80 yards and the score. 
Both Derek Bergeson and Tyler 
Allred finished with four catches 
for Royal as well.

Derek Bergeson led the Knights 
with nine tackles, including three 
for a loss. Kevin Reyes picked up 
a pair of sacks in the game.

Royal finished with 408 yards 
of offense as a team, while giving 
up 270 to the Lyncs. 

Tyler Allred said it’s hard 
to describe the feeling after the 
game, but said it’s emotional.

“It just makes everything 
worth it,” he said. “All the work 
we put in and all the long prac-
tices, all the workout sessions, it 
makes it all worth it. It’s just an 
amazing feeling.”

Playing his final game with the 
Knights, Allred said he won’t be 
able to forget this group of players.

“I mean, they’re brothers after 
this,” he said. “Especially after a 
game like this and season, going 
this deep, can’t forget ball like 
that. They’re brothers forever.”

Senior Michael Perez said after 
falling to Colville last season, he 
let everyone know they’d be back.

“I told them last year after we 
lost, I’m gonna bring it back,” he 
said. “And we brought it back and 
look what happened.”

Perez said the Royal program 
is really something he grew into. 

“Once you’re with Royal, 
you’re just thinking about foot-
ball, nothing more,” he said. “So 
growing up in this community, 
it’s like a big family.”

After a four-touchdown perfor-
mance to cap off his first season 
at the helm, Caleb Christensen 
described the feeling after the win 
as simply excitement.

“That’s a great team and they 
played their butts off too, so it 
took everything we have,” he said. 
“Such great coaching staff, such 
great players, it was great.”

Caleb Christensen credited the 
leaders on the team for stepping 
up and getting the Knights back 
on track in the second half. 

“We knew we didn’t play great 
in that first half so we had a lot 
to do to come out in the second 
half,” he said. “We adjusted. We 
have great leaders on this team 
that got everything going.”

Cooper Christensen said the 
feeling is “an all-time high” after 
the way last season ended. He 
said it was great being able to 
send off the senior class with 
another title under their belts.

“It was awesome to see them 
and play with them one last 
time,” Cooper Christensen said. 
“Seeing the smiles on their faces 
is something you can’t buy.”

Winning the title after coming 
up short last season didn’t both-
er Wiley Allred as much, as the 
Royal coach said a lot of teams in 
the state would like to be where 
they are. Just having the chance 
to play for one is an incredible 
feeling, he said.

“There’s no demons, but it also 
took the pressure off our kids’ 
backs about the streak,” he said. 
“In a sense, it was good. We still 
won a lot of games and we’ve got 
most these kids back next year.”

For this senior class, walking 
away with three titles in four 
years, Wiley Allred summed the 
group up by pointing out their 
glue players who have remained 
ingrained in the program despite 
not starting or playing a great 
deal.

“Their class wasn’t exception-
al as far as winning games in 
seventh, eighth, ninth grade,” he 
said. “They’ve kind of had to man-
ufacture things. But the group 
together, it’s just been awesome.”

Odessa 80, Naselle 26
TACOMA — Odessa wrapped 

up one of the most dominating 1B 
seasons in history with its second 
consecutive state championship, 
80-26, over Naselle.

Odessa removed any drama 
from the proceedings early with a 
32-0 lead after one quarter.

Marcus King rushed for 380 
yards and six touchdowns, averag-
ing 20 yards per carry. Josh Clark 
added 162 yards and two touch-
downs.

ROYAL
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Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— Jared Goff passed 
for 293 yards and two 
touchdowns, Todd Gurley 
ran for 79 yards and a 
fourth-quarter TD and the 
Los Angeles Rams prevent-
ed the Seattle Seahawks 
from clinching a playoff 
berth with a 28-12 victory 
Sunday night.

Robert Woods and 
Cooper Kupp caught TD 
passes while the Rams 
(8-5) kept their playoff 
hopes burning and ended 
the Seahawks’ five-game 
winning streak.

With an aggressive, 
inventive game plan on 
both sides of the ball, 
Los Angeles recaptured a 
measure of the excitement 
from its previous two sea-
sons on offense while also 
playing superb defense 
against Russell Wilson, 
who was sacked five times.

The Rams won for the 
fifth time in seven games, 
while the Seahawks (10-3) 

fell out of first place in the 
NFC West with just their 
second loss since Sept. 22 
and their first road defeat 
of the season.

Wilson passed for 
245 yards amid constant 
pressure from the Rams. 
Quandre Diggs returned 
an interception 55 yards 
for a touchdown early in 
the third quarter, but it 
was the Seahawks’ only 
touchdown.

Woods had seven catch-
es for 98 yards and his 
first touchdown of the sea-
son, and tight end Tyler 
Higbee had seven catches 
for a career-high 116 yards 
as the Rams looked like 
the thrilling offensive 
unit that dazzled the 
NFL during coach Sean 
McVay’s first two seasons.

McVay called an 
inventive game full of jet 
sweeps and tricky plays, 
and he continued to give 
more late-season action 
to Gurley, who responded 
with a big game.

Los Angeles still trails 

Minnesota (9-4) by a game 
for the second wild card 
spot, but its chances 
improved with this criti-
cal division win.

Seattle dropped 
a game behind San 
Francisco atop the NFC 
West, tied with New 
Orleans and Green Bay 
at 10-3 in the jumbled 
conference playoff pic-
ture. The Seahawks host 
the Niners in the regu-
lar-season finale Dec. 29.

These NFC West 
rivals’ first meeting of 
the season was decided 
by the Rams’ missed 
field goal with 11 sec-
onds left two months ago 
in Seattle. Los Angeles 
didn’t let it get nearly 
that close this time.

After the Seahawks’ 
opening drive ended 
with a field goal, the 
Rams’ offense started 
off with two touchdown 
drives, showing the same 
improved form from its 
blowout win at Arizona 
last week. Malcolm 

Brown punched in the 
opening TD after Higbee’s 
33-yard reception put Los 
Angeles on the goal line.

Woods then caught a 
short TD pass to cap an 
85-yard drive, extending 
his torrid performance 
since returning from a 
one-game absence for 
undisclosed personal rea-
sons. The veteran wide-
out has 26 catches for 
367 yards in the ensuing 
three games.

Goff led another TD 
drive late in the first half, 
connecting with Kupp 
from 10 yards out with 51 
seconds left, while Wilson 
was left frustrated by the 
Rams’ defense and his 
own receivers’ drops.

But Goff and Woods 
miscommunicated at 
midfield on the opening 
drive of the second half, 
and Diggs returned it 
untouched for his second 
career touchdown and his 
second interception in 
his first four games with 
Seattle.

Rams stay in playoff hunt, end Seahawks’ 5-game streak 28-12
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nland Hearing Aids, Inc.I
“State of the art Hearing Aids at Old Fashioned Prices.”

509-765-4467
831 E Colonial Ave, Moses Lake (Across from Samaritan Clinic)

Locally Owned & Operated Serving Eastern Washington Since 1996

Hear for the Holidays
(Through December 2019 ONLY)

• Free Hearing Test
•  Free cleaning on any and 

all hearing devices

•  Free pack of batteries with 
your visit

•  Walk-ins welcome - we 
service all hearing aids.

“Better Hearing, Better Service, Better Pricing”

339573

Corporate Office:
5009 W Clearwater Ave, Ste J

Kennewick, WA 99336
support@statewideyp.com

Fax: 509-734-5362
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509.765.3234

ROOFING MOSES LAKE
SINCE 1981

Best Roofing

17
75
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©

Thinking 
Real Estate?

Think 
Jason Hall
750-2001

Gary Mann Real Estate 25
66

18
©

(509) 765-6718
8138 Scott Road N.E., Moses Lake

(across from Cascade Park)

IT’S WINTERIZATION 
TIME! 

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 
WITH THE PROFESSIONALS AT 

CASCADE MARINA

www.cascademarina.com


