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Based on precinct results posted on the 
official elections website for Island County, the 
wrong person won in at least five races and the 
tallies didn’t add up in eight or more contests. 

Precinct numbers should add up to the total 
vote count for each candidate, but they didn’t. 

While county and state election officials 
contend that total vote counts posted on the 
website were accurate, they need to take these 
discrepancies seriously.

Officials need to explain exactly what hap-
pened, how precinct counts could be so dif-
ferent than the final vote counts and how the 
problem can be prevented in the future.

A recount may not be required, but it should 
be part of the discussion.

Island County elections officials blamed 
the state secretary of state’s office and new 
software for the discrepancy between the final 

count and precinct results. 
The secretary of state’s office blamed the 

county, saying the precinct information was out 
of order.

The questions are many.
If it was a software error, why would only 

some of the results in some of the races be inac-
curate? 

If it was out-of-order precinct information, 
how could the numbers be wrong for the 
Langley City Council race, where there’s only 
one precinct? 

Why didn’t anyone in the Island County elec-
tions office notice the issue right away? Why 
didn’t the secretary of state know about all the 
problems, even after it was pointed out to them?

Craig Cyr, who won a position on Langley 
City Council, first noticed the issue because 
he was curious about the wide vote margin 

between two candidates for a South Whidbey 
School Board contest.

His reaction, which included words best not 
repeated in a community newspaper, were apt.

Last week, county officials blamed the secre-
tary of state for a delay of more than two hours 
in posting results on election day. 

The state, however, claimed the county 
neglected to take a step prior to uploading the 
results, resulting in the long wait.

What is going on?
It’s vital to a democracy that citizens believe 

elections are fair and the counts are accurate. 
There is no “close enough.” 

The canvassing board needs to get to work. A 
full and complete explanation is vital to election 
integrity.

When it comes to elections, there are no 
“harmless errors.”

Irregularities in posted election results can’t be ignored

Editor,
As I sit typing this letter, the news media 

are reporting yet another school shooting, 
this time at Saugus High School, Santa 
Clarita, Calif. 

This is becoming the norm in our country. 
One has to wonder, and fear, if Oak Harbor 
schools will in time be another incident 
that’s reported nationally of a mass-murder 
shooting of children in one of our schools. 

That these kinds of events can traumatize 

people even when not directly involved has 
proof in myself.

Every single time, every day I took my 
child to elementary school I thought of 
Sandy Hook. Even now I think of Sandy 
Hook. 

I have real difficulty wrapping my mind 
around the idea that one of the children 
killed at Sandy Hook had eleven bullets in 
his body. Innocent children! Blessed teach-
ers and administrators … killed. And the 
element in our society most responsible for 
promoting the evil that exists with guns and 
there use is the NRA.

NRA, you have blood on your hands. 
And those who “rabidly” support the NRA 
are just as complicit. I am going to make a 
suggestion: Those of you who have mem-
bership in the NRA need to withdraw your 
membership and financial support. 

Since it has been reported that 76 to 80 
percent of NRA members hold to the need 
for reasonable controls on gun ownership, 
including background checks, making own-
ership of assault rifles illegal, keeping them 
out of the hands of the mentally challenged 
and those with criminal histories, and more, 
makes my recommendation a reasonable 

Consequences of gun 
violence far reaching

School shootings

Editor,
Looking at the letters from last week, I noticed 

one that started out, “Anyone in America today, 
right now, who is not totally freaked out about 
what is happening to our democracy is not pay-
ing attention.” 

That is a correct statement. But the writer’s 
conclusion was extremely flawed.

There has never been such a disregard of 
the U.S. Constitution that I can recall. From 
before the actual taking the oath of office as 
president of the United States, members of 
the Democratic party have been calling for his 
impeachment.

There have been 2 ½   years of unprecedented 
harassment of President Trump. The present 
comedy of errors, violating historical practices 
for equal treatment during an impeachment, is 
another reason I consider many members of 
the Democratic party domestic enemies of the 
nation. I took an oath many times to protect this 
nation, and I will do all that I can and encourage 
all to remove these people from office.

Joseph Moreland
Oak Harbor

Constitution
Democrats are harassing 
Trump for his actions

response to much of the evil in our time. 
Cancel your membership. Or hold your-

selves just as complicit in the deaths and 
injuries of our children and other fallen citi-
zens through the use of firearms.

What is happening in our time with politi-
cians who have given over their souls to the 
evil of the NRA and will not act on legisla-
tion to curb gun ownership with reasonable 
restrictions that would curb truly evil gun 
violence?

Many of the politicians who are most 
prominent about absolutely no restrictions 
on gun ownership are politicians who also 
are sycophants to Donald J. Trump. 

And the most concerning thing of all is 
that these politicians who unquestioningly 
support Trump are afraid of their base and 
are unwilling to do the right thing because 
they are afraid of doing anything that would 
anger those who are most adamant about 
the Second Amendment. 

This brings us to the real problem: Citizens 
who elect politicians who are unwilling or 
afraid to do the right thing.

Larry Eaton
Oak Harbor
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Editor,
In response to my letter to the 

editor Wednesday, Nov. 6, Mr. 
Hickey expressed skepticism 
that a small percentage of CO2 
in the atmosphere affected glob-
al temperatures or that a carbon 

fee would have much impact on 
global temperature.

We certainly have a lot of 
information at our fingertips 
these days. 

An important question, 
though, is the process used in 
reviewing that information. 

Are we using a process that 
searches for facts regardless of 
how they fit our personal views, 
potentially challenging even for 

scientists, hence the need for 
peer-reviewed science. 

Versus, are we seeking infor-
mation without carefully vetting 
accuracy because it supports 
our views, alleviating a need for 
unwanted change.

This is not a new dilemma. In 
1633, Galileo, after publishing 
his evidence that the sun did 
not revolve around Earth, was 
placed in house arrest until his 

death; his foes feared a world 
that did not center on them-
selves.

These are critical times. It will 
be costly in every sense of the 
word to miss the facts. 

It’s important now, more than 
ever, to seek in our hearts the 
true nature of our search for 
information.

Donald J Miller
Clinton

ANOTHER LETTER TO THE EDITOR
• • •

Facts  about climate 
change important

Carbon emissions Aircraft carrier-based 
flight training operations are 
scheduled for Ault Field the 
week of Nov. 18-24. Outlying 
Landing Field Coupeville is 
closed to jet aircraft traffic 
due to airfield maintenance.

The practices are sched-
uled for late afternoon 
Monday through Friday 
and late morning Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Early 
evening practices are sched-
uled Wednesday.

Practices at Ault 
Field next week

HEROES OF THE JOBSITE.

The precision engineered, ruggedly designed Kubota machines. Built upon a single-minded truth 
understood by operators on jobsites all over the world. Reliability comes in just one color. 

DOWN APR MONTHS*

FOR
UP TO$0 0% 60

* $0 Down, 0.99% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota K008, KX,U, 
R, SVL, SL ( SSV’s) & TLB Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available 
to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some 
exceptions apply. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 � nanced. Offer expires 12/31/19. 
For complete warranty, safety and product information see dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

KubotaUSA.com

RMT Equipment 
(formerly Sound Tractor) 

2815 Virginia Ave., Everett, WA 98201 | 425-252-3139
www.facebook.com/RMTEquipmentEverett/
www.rmtequipment.com/locations/everett/

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2019
KubotaUSA.com

* $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota K008, KX, U, R, SVL, SL (SSV’s) & TLB Series equipment from participating 
dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 
60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. Offer expires 12/31/19. For complete warranty, safety and product information see dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

JERRY SMITH CHEVROLET

VISIT US AT HIGHWAY 20 & RESERVATION RD, ANACORTES

JERRYSMITHCHEVROLET.COM

(360) 293-5166

Pictures for illustration purposes only. Subject to prior sale. Price is plus tax, title, license and a $150 negotiable documentary service fee.  All o� ers expire November 30 2019.
Must be 18 years or older to register. No purchase necessary to register to win the hawk game tickets with drawing on 12/15/19 FOR TIX DRAWING (WEEK BEFORE GAME DEC 22 GAME) 
or 50” TV with drawing on 1/03/20. A 50” Visio TV will also be available as a “gift with purchase” for vehicle sales on any Sunday through 2019. Must be 18 years or older, have a valid 
drivers license and proof of insurance to take a test drive. All contest details posted at dealership.

OIL CHANGES for LIFE
• At Factory Recommended Intervals
• For As long as You Own Your  Vehicle
• By our Certi� ed Technicians
• At NO additional Charge

We Support Our Troops ALWAYS!
Shout Out 

to NAS 
Whidbey!

MSRP $41,902

MSRP $36,203

MSRP $75,896

MSRP $61,989

Chevrolet COLORADO

Chevrolet COLORADO

Suburban PREMIER 
TRIM

Chevrolet SILVERADO 
HIGH COUNTRY

#T9078

#T9113

#T9107

#T9074

$34,999★

$63,999★

$49,999★

$28,999★

WITH $1000 
MORE OFF 
JS Military 
Discount*

WITH $1000 
MORE OFF 
JS Military 
Discount*

WITH $1000 
MORE OFF 
JS Military 
Discount*

WITH $1000 
MORE OFF 
JS Military 
Discount*

For Veteran/Active Duty, after JS Special 
Military Discount

For Veteran/Active Duty, after JS Special 
Military Discount

For Veteran/Active Duty, after JS Special 
Military Discount

For Veteran/Active Duty, after JS Special 
Military Discount

ON SALE FOR

ON SALE FOR

ON SALE FOR

ON SALE FOR

*Just $27,999

*Just $48,999

*Just $62,999

*Just $33,999
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★

1) SUNDAY SHOWROOM VISIT:
Register to win 50” TV

2) SUNDAY TEST DRIVE:
ENTER to win DEC 22 Hawks Tix!

3) SUNDAY VEHICLE PURCHASE:
Receive 50” HD 4K Visio TV

BIG YEAR END DISCOUNTS! OIL CHANGES FOR LIFE! 
& 3 WAYS TO WIN HAWKS TIX TO TV’S

TAILGATE SUNDAYS ARE BACK WITH MORE 
WAYS TO SCORE!

Chevrolet COLORADOChevrolet COLORADO
$34,999$34,999
ON SALE FOR

*Just

Suburban PREMIER LOADED!!

Chevrolet COLORADO

Chevrolet SILVERADO 
$49,999$49,999
ON SALE FOR

*Just 

· ·360-678-4407
1 NW Front Street • Coupeville

www.McPhersonLegal.com

Molly McPherson
Attorney at Law

Experienced, Ethical, Professional
Divorce · Custody · Child Support

Probate · Wills
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8

5K FUN RUN/WALK SATURDAY DEC 7th

Whidbey News Glen Trail
Deadline for Pre-Registration: Nov 18, 2019
 Registration Fees for Run or Walk: Fees are non-refundable
 Early Registration         $30 (t-shirt included)
 Day-of Registrations     $30 (NO t-shirt)
  Children 14 and under FREE

20
19

Visit: jingletrailrun.com for details

SPONSORS: 
Harada Physical Therapy, Seattle Pacific University Camp Casey, 
WhidbeyHealth, Whidbey Island Bank, Big Rock Designs, Whidbey 
Weekly & Printing, Hearing Health Services, White Designs, Blue 
Fox Prints, Whidbey Coffee, Whidbey Coffee, Whidbey News 
Group, Fort Casey State Park
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