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Opinion
Box 97:

Letters to  
the editor

By Tania Gonzalez Ortega

Record of harm
Dear Editor:

I received an email today from the office 
of Bob Ferguson, our Washington state attor-
ney general. His mission is to “provide inde-
pendent, and ethical legal services to the 
state of Washington and protect the rights of 
its people” — all people, regardless of which 
political party they belong to.

Keep that in mind. The letter from Fergu-
son’s office indicates that as of last week he 
has filed his 39th legal challenge against the 
Trump administration. Of those 39, 22 have 
gone to court so far and he has won every 
case. Let that sink in — 22 times the current 
administration has attempted to do some-
thing that our Washington state courts have 
ruled illegal.

Washington isn’t the only state filing suits. 
According to the Jan. 29 issue of US News 
and World Report, “More multistate lawsuits 
have been filed against the federal govern-
ment during Donald Trump’s presidency 
than under any previous administration. 
According to Paul Nolette, a political scien-
tist at Marquette University who studies the 
office of Attorney General, the Obama 
administration previously held the record for 
most multistate lawsuits under one adminis-
tration, with 62 lawsuits over eight years. But 
the current administration has been named 
in 64 in the two years since Trump took 
office — 39 of them in his first year alone.”

And following the Mueller report, more 
than 800 former federal prosecutors (Repub-
licans and Democrats alike) signed a letter 
that makes the extraordinary assertion that 
it is only the office of the president itself that 
prevents Trump from being charged with fel-

ony obstruction of justice.
Trump’s administration has caused harm 

to every person in this country through the 
repeal of environmental standards and food 
safety standards, harmed rural Americans 
like us with proposed budget cuts that would 
harm jobs, housing, infrastructure and health 
care. And don’t forget the tax breaks that 
benefit only the wealthy, Trump included.

Maybe you voted for Trump because you 
thought he would bring a breath of fresh air 
to the other Washington. Maybe you voted 
for him because he wasn’t a career politician 
like all the other candidates. Okay, I can see 
that. But what I can’t understand is if you 
intend to vote for him again.

Patti Nordby
Winthrop

Grateful for support of trades
Dear Editor:

We, the Scholarship Committee at our 
local Eagles #2584, want to express our grat-

itude to the anonymous donor for the funds 
given to help graduating high school stu-
dents in their quest for “the trades.” We raise 
money all year long and give between three 
and five scholarships each year. As members 
of our committee, we have often given first 
looks at students who have these goals.  

The Methow Valley has many, many out-
standing young people planning to attend 
four-year universities, many of whom will 
make amazing contributions to our lives. We 
honor all of them, but many educators have 
recognized for years that the demand exists 
for qualified, trained people who choose not 
to earn a four-year college diploma. It is so 
encouraging to see someone acknowledge 
that with such a generous donation. 

Since we do not know who that person is, 
we decided to write to you in the hopes that 
you will pass on our appreciation.

Joann Hartle, Colleen Henry, Chris Holm
Eagles Scholarship Committee

Don Nelson
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My Turn
Questions remain about proposed 

new District 6 fire station
BY ROSS DARLING

While the citizens of Twisp do not have 
an individual vote, they are paying for the 
same fire protection as Okanogan County 
Fire District 6 citizens. They will also pay 
their proportion of the proposed fire station 
in Winthrop when the levy is finally passed. 
Taxes will then go up at the next contract 
between the Town of Twisp and District 6. 
I urge everyone in the district and Town of 
Twisp to come to the next commissioners’ 
meeting and ask any questions and give com-
ments regarding the proposed new fire sta-
tion in Winthrop. The next meeting is July 8 
at the Twisp Fire Station.

The district is hoping to put the new build-
ing on the ballot this fall. If you wish to make 
a comment, now is the time. The cost esti-
mates from the architect have arrived and are 
estimated at $3,848,138. This amount is to 
be financed over 20 years. The current bond 
market on municipal bonds is 2.15 percent. 
Using this interest rate, this brings the total 
cost to the taxpayer up to $5,502,837 over 20 
years. An additional $1 million has already 
been spent on the project over the preceding 
years. So when we finish, we will be at about 
$6,500,000 and the building will still not be 
finished inside according to the architect’s 
list of items not included in the building.

Commissioner Les Stokes was asked if he 
would vote for the building. He said, “no.” 
When asked why, he stated the voters are not 
in favor of the building — some because of 
the building itself; some because of the loca-
tion; and others a combination of the two.

Commissioner Stokes was nice enough 
to provide me with a tentative floor plan of 
the building because the district has not yet 
posted one to their website. I thought I would 
give you some sizes and numbers from the 
floor plan. Please remember that the reason 
given for the need for the new building was 
to provide proper clearances around trucks 
in the truck bay area to insure a safe area for 
fire fighters between and around the trucks. 
The taxpayers have always agreed with this 
but has twice turned down the levy because 
of what the building has turned into, not 
because they don’t accept the need for a new 
station.

The present building the district operates 
from is around 4,000 square feet. The pro-
posed building is about 12,000 square feet. 
The truck bays in the proposed building 
are large, open and take care of the safety 
issue which was always stated as the prob-
lem with the existing station. The truck 
bay area in the proposed building is 4,200 
square feet and is needed for the six trucks 
it will house. The remaining 7,700 square 
feet contains 26 rooms with various func-
tions and uses. 

Here are a few examples of these spaces:
• Kitchen and dining room, 527 square 

feet. The kitchen equipment is not provided 
in the bid estimate. 

• Meeting room, 900 square feet.
• Multi-purpose room, over 1,000 square 

feet. It would seem if the room doesn’t really 
have a purpose, as the name suggests, it is 
probably not needed.

• A 420-square-foot bunk room, even 

though we don’t have firemen staying over-
night and probably won’t have for many 
years, because of the cost of having a 24-hour 
manned station. A bunk room also requires a 
sprinkler system for all 12,000 square feet of 
the building, quite costly to just have bunks 
that aren’t used.

The list goes on for the 22 other rooms. 
Some items such as the ventilated room 
where the firefighter outer clothing is stored, 
are critical and must be included. Other areas 
such as the library, four office spaces and the 
spaces listed above are questionable as to 
how much they are needed and whether the 
taxpayer is willing to pay for them.

I recommend voters to look at the new 
public works building in Twisp. This build-
ing is  6,000-7,000 square feet and cost about 
$800,000. It is an all-steel, shed roof build-
ing with truck bays; storage; reception area; 
lunch room; and ADA bathroom and office.

District 6 already has over $1 million 
committed and only has a piece of property 
which is partially paid for to show for it. 
Twenty-six rooms do not come cheap if they 
are not needed for the type of fire depart-
ment you presently have or will have for well 
into the future. Ask yourself, does this sta-
tion help the Lost River or Gold Creek area 
very much?

Please voice your opinion so the commis-
sioners know your thoughts. Thank you, fire-
men and volunteers. Your patience through 
this process is greatly appreciated as well as 
your service to the community.

Ross Darling lives in Twisp.

My Turn
Methow Valley quiet shattered again by Navy jets

BY BILL HOTTELL

Once again last week the quiet and peace-
fulness of the Methow Valley was shattered 
by the shrieking noise of U.S. Navy fighter 
jets from Whidbey Island Naval Air Station.

On June 12, the “Growler” aircraft were 
more disturbing than usual. At midday I 
looked straight up to see two of the fighter 
jets flying in a circle directly above Twisp. 
The pilots seem to be partying and having a 
good time at the expense of the remote little 
town out in the country.

A neighbor woman was so disturbed that 
she had to hold both hands over her ears and 
hold her head down. A friend of mine who is 
a retired Navy pilot told me, “One of the jets 
flew so low, it was about 200 feet above the 
ground. It was so low I could see the pilot.”

It was an outrageous violation of regula-
tions.

In Twisp a lady told me, “I moved here to 

the valley because it was a quiet place. I have 
lived in a war zone in Israel near the border 
where the sound of screaming fighter jets 
was horrifying. And now the Methow feels 
like a war zone.”

A major part of the economy here in the 
Methow comes from tourists who like to 
hike the mountain trails, camp in the coun-
tryside and just hang out in one of nature’s 
quiet places. The Methow offers many places 
to camp including U.S. Forest Service camp-
grounds located along our pristine rivers.

Visitors come here to escape the nerve-
rattling noises of the cities. Many residents 
have chosen to live here, and stay their entire 
lives here, because of the peaceful silence 
and sounds of nature, birdsong and the music 
of the rivers and streams. Local groups offer 
bird walks, wildflower walks and butterfly 
walks.

The new generation of jets, the Growlers, 
are even louder than earlier versions, because 

they “specialize in jamming enemy radar 
and communications, are named for their 
very loud, low-frequency roar.”

Years ago, the Whidbey Island fighter jets 
were frequent flyers over the Methow and 
disturbing the silence. In protest, many locals 
contacted Representative Tom Foley (Okan-
ogan County was then part of the 5th leg-
islative district). Foley picked up his phone, 
made one call, and the aircraft promptly left 
Methow airspace. For years to come.

But now the roar of the jets has returned 
with a vengeance.

What can we do about it?
You can contact our two U.S. Senators, 

Maria Cantwell and Patty Murray, and, I sup-
pose, Congressman Dan Newhouse. 

One of our most precious possessions here 
in the Methow is its life-giving quiet. Let’s 
take it back.

Bill Hottell lives in Twisp.

No Bad Days

Uncultured
There are some things you admit to cautiously, depending on 

where you are and who’s in the room. I’m not talking about whether 
you ever smoked dope, or did something really stupid while drunk, or 
the first time you … um, you know. *

I’m talking about the humiliation 
of pop culture deficiency, the feckless 
ignorance of things seemingly known 
to the rest of the sentient world. That 
is, all those people who watch a 
staggering amount of TV — mostly 
cable — while immersed in social 
media and relentlessly trolling for the 
next titillating meme.

At the risk of defaulting to old 
fogey mode, I remember when I con-
sidered myself au courant. I was in 
the news business. It seemed imperative that I should know what 
people were interested in, talking about, or running off to experience.

Thanks to a childhood (OK, lifelong) obsession with micro detail 
I was, “back in the day,” almost unbeatable at Trivial Pursuit. Please 
tell me you know that is. I’m aware that there are tournaments at 
some of the local bars, but I won’t go near the game these days. My 
memory is still pretty good, but it is woefully understocked to meet 
any current competitive challenge.

Pop culture is no longer a matter of keeping abreast of the daily 
patter about emerging trends, personalities, movements and curiosi-
ties. Now it’s a cyclonic deluge, a roar in your ear buds, an endless 
video loop, a screeching sales pitch to convince you that these things 
are important! Like, say, the Kardashians, formerly thought to be 
an alien species featured in the first “Star Trek” series. I’m open 
to persuasion that they still are. And it’s not properly sorted, if you 
ask me. At this moment on the Yahoo news page, the headline “act-
ing defense chief’s confirmation stalled by FBI” coexists with “why 
the Queen’s planned gift for Meghan Markle’s 38th birthday is so 
important.” 

If you could get information intravenously, a 24/7 drip of 
nourishment-free jib-jabbery, it still wouldn’t be enough. When 
Bruce Springsteen sang “57 Channels and Nothing On,” we thought 
it was amusing. Now we know he was prophesizing the coming days 
of universal overload. Choice is a wonderful thing until you are 
gripped by selection paralysis. There are hundreds of things that are 
current, hot and certain to dominate casual discussion (we used to 
call it water cooler talk), which admittedly is a lot less stressful than 
talking about politics. How do you choose? How do you want your 
life to tick away? Who can keep up?

Lots of you, apparently.
I was reminded of how far I have lapsed when, recently, all other 

meaningful dialog was muffled during the global dust-up over the 
final episode of “Game of Thrones.” Raise your hand if, like me, you 
are one of the six people on the planet who have no idea what the 
hell everyone else is talking about. We need to huddle for strength 
and reassurance. I did see, a couple of years ago, about 10 minutes 
of “Thrones.” It was a quasi-violent sex scene featuring a startling 
amount of nudity, and I’m no prude.  Sci-fi/fantasy and soft-core porn 
are hardly strangers, but it didn’t encourage me to flesh out the rest 
of the story, so to speak.

“Final Episode Syndrome” is not a new thing. Debate still rages 
over what really happened to the Sopranos, how Seinfeld could get 
it so wrong and whether Bob Newhart could actually have dreamed 
the whole thing. But the “Thrones” outrage seemed a wee bit out of 
proportion in relation to other world events, such as pending war with 
Iran – where picking sides actually means something.

I often read People magazine while on the stationary bike at the 
gym, for a few minutes of current events recharging (so the rest of 
you up there, stop looking at me like that). Much of the time I’m 
wondering, as I page though dozens of glitzy shots, “who are these 
people?” The celebrities I recognize are the ones in the airbrushed 
photos, gushing about how 80 is the new 60.

It’s probably too late for me. Once you fall behind, there is no 
catching up. You are the weak straggler at the back of the herd who 
is left behind to be picked over by the reality TV predators, and you 
will die a horribly uninformed death.

But if you want to argue about whether Poco was better than the 
Eagles, or discuss whether Marshal Dillon and Miss Kitty ever … 
um, you know … I’m your guy.

* I’m not sayin’. Any of it. 

EXERCISE YOUR FREEDOM. Letters must be fewer 
than 350 words and may be edited for libel, grammar and taste.  
Send to: Methow Valley News, P.O. Box 97, Twisp, WA 98856, 

fax to (509) 997-3277, email editor@methowvalleynews.com 
or drop by 502 S. Glover St., Twisp
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Keep highway closed
Dear Editor:

There’s a movement afoot to keep the 
North Cascades Highway closed until the 
COVID-19 virus has subsided.

Our geographic isolation here in the 
valley provides us with an opportunity 
to protect our community as we protect 
ourselves and our families from infec-
tion.

Please consider contacting Mayors Ing-
Moody and Ranzau, and Gov. Inslee, and 
ask that they support leaving the barricades 
in place on Highway 20 until the virus has 
run its course.

Richard Bailey
Winthrop

Rediscovering identity
Dear Editor:

How then shall we live? In the days of 
coronavirus, how do we frame a response? 
Our answer is embedded in a deeper ques-
tion — that of identity. Stripped of normalcy 
we find ourselves struggling at every level 
with who we are, and how to bring purpose 
to our lives.

As a nation, we ask what is our role in the 
world. Are we the greatest nation? How do 
we define greatness among many? Does it 
matter? The pandemic has peeled away our 
veneer of comfortable self-assurance. In its 
place, we find a shared commonality in our 
vulnerability and fears. Odd as it seems, this 
struggle may be the path to a richer place as 
community.

As Americans, we have a stature and 
uniqueness apart from anyplace else in 
the world. We are a country founded on 
liberty, and the principles of freedom and 
self-determination, with rights and privi-
leges that very few outside our borders 
enjoy. This nation is great in size, natural 
resources, innovation, economic and social 
potential, and blessed with a diversity of 
culture, ethnicity and race. Our Constitu-
tion is a powerful tool. It guarantees us the 
freedom to have and express perhaps the 
greatest division and animosity towards 
one another not exhibited since the Civil 
War.

As we live in an era of confrontation, 
this same document compels us to exer-
cise the privilege of self-discipline; to be 
a country greater than what divides us, 
and to heal our wounds. With freedom 

comes rights, and those rights mean lit-
tle without individual responsibility and 
restraint. We have a choice — be a nation 
divided over politics, race and gender, 
or find an identity as a people that gives 
grace in respecting our differences, and as 
individuals under one nation, the willing-
ness to lay ourselves down for each other 
when necessary.

The greatest power in individual liberty 
is found in the privilege of self-denial to the 
benefit of our neighbor, our community and 
our country. That is where we ultimately 
find greatness. Perhaps, in the days of coro-
navirus, might we discover an identity for-
gotten?

Don Stevens
Twisp

How to stop the spread
Dear Editor:

With no confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in Okanogan County yet, why are people 
from infected areas able to travel through 
the county?

With fishing and camping coming up, I 
am also sure it will spread here. This could 
be stopped easily: if you don’t live in Okano-
gan, you cannot travel here.

Wake up people, and stop the spread.
Mitch Blackledge

Twisp

Be careful outside
Dear Editor:

Due to the disruptions of the COVID-19 
pandemic, some of us may now have more 
time on our hands than usual. We want to 
stay healthy, and exercise, and the stress 
relief of exercise is a legitimate part of this. 
We are blessed in Okanogan County with a 
great deal of open space. Many people are 
going outside to hike, run, bicycle, ski, rock 

climb, etc. This is fine. But be sensible. Don’t 
carpool and maintain social distancing when 
out.

Go slow and be careful! Do not get injured 
and overburden search and rescue, the ambu-
lance services, emergency departments, and 
hospitals. They have more important things 
to do, even now. And in the near future 
their work may become much more diffi-
cult. Some of their staff may become ill and 
equipment shortages may develop. At that 
point they may not be able to attend to your 
sprained ankle, broken collarbone, or even 
head injury. And do you want to spend time 
in/or around hospitals anyway? Please think 
ahead and do your part. We have a long way 
to go.

I write this as an outdoor enthusiast, physi-
cian, and search and rescue member. Believe 
me, I am as frustrated as you are.

Michael Koerner, MD
Mazama

Stop clearing Highway 20
Dear Editor:

To help slow the spread of the corona-
virus, we in the Methow Valley need to 
call and request/demand that the Wash-
ington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) stop clearing the North Cascades 
Highway. We have heard that people from 
outlining areas are driving to our valley 
to stock up on items they can’t get where 
they live! Opening the highway will further 
deplete our supplies from our stores for our 
people!

Leave a message for Gov. Inslee at www.
governor.wa.gov/contact/contact/contact-
ing-governors-office. Contact WSDOT at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/region/northcentral/
contact-us.

June Bartram Fitzpatrick
Winthrop

Don Nelson
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Harts Pass By Erik Brooks

N O  B A D  D AY S

Wiped out
The thing about hoarders, at a time like this, is that they turn 

everyone else into hoarders too. Because if you know that a two-
fisted mob of ruthless shopping thugs are strategizing to strip-mine 

the shelves of toilet paper, hand sani-
tizer, bleach, antibacterial wipes and 
ramen noodles — well, you want to 
make sure you’ve got enough when 
you have the chance. So you fill up 
that shopping cart before you get shut 
out. It’s a lemmings-over-the-cliff 
mentality.

One of our contributors inadver-
tently came up with an apt term for 
such behavior. Intending to write 
“social distancing,” she instead typed 
“social disdaining.” I think she may 

be on to something. Nothing shows disdain for your friends and 
neighbors like selfishly cornering the market on common necessities.

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve had conversations with peo-
ple who, like me, are baffled by the toilet paper madness that grips 
people at the slightest hint of trouble. Everyone thinks it’s lunacy. But 
someone is filling their garage to the rafters with 24-packs. I’d get it 
if they were buying for a college dormitory. But honestly, how much 
can any one person or family use?

It’s not like toilet paper has a big markup on the black market, 
as does hand sanitizer. It’s a commodity whose value isn’t going to 
increase because, sooner rather than later, the folks who make toilet 
paper are going to raze forests to get us more.

And yet — on Monday morning I was alerted, as usual by word of 
mouth, that Hank’s Harvest Foods had a shipment of hand sanitizer 
and toilet paper. I hustled over to claim the last bottle of hand sani-
tizer on the shelf, even though they were limited to one per customer. 
There was still some toilet paper left. When I returned in the evening, 
not a roll was there to be found.

(Incidentally, there is a sign inside Hank’s main entrance letting 
people know that the store will not buy back “over-purchased” mer-
chandise. You buy it, you keep it. Meanwhile, you have to admire 
Hank Konrad for working so hard to get the things people want back 
on the shelves.)

Methow Valley Thriftway is experiencing similar shortages and 
is limiting the purchase of some products. Signs outside the store 
ask people who feel ill not to come in, and offer to deliver groceries 
to you.

Maybe, faced with an uncertain and possibly dire situation like 
that we are experiencing, the toilet tissue desperados don’t know 
what else to do. It could be fear of being left with only the single-ply 
option that drives the Charmin charge.

Me, on the other hand — I think about things like food (in par-
ticular, non-perishable), water, first aid supplies, batteries and gas-
oline — which ought not be in short supply because, theoretically, 
no one is going anywhere. For the record, in our household there is 
always plenty of toilet paper in reserve. We just don’t buy it by the 
SUV-load, or wait for the apocalypse.

You’ve likely seen photos of stores in the United States and else-
where with utterly empty shelves. Desperation is when even the 
canned beets are gone. I’ve been impressed by how much stock 
remains on the shelves, in the freezers, at the meat counters and in 
the produce sections of our local stores. I’ve heard rumors, as you 
may have, that people from outside the valley are driving here to 
load up on things they can’t get in their own communities. Maybe 
there’s some of that, but it doesn’t make particular sense if you have 
been to larger grocery stores, as I have recently, in Omak and Chelan. 
They’re out of the same things we are.

Wildest rumor, despite news of stricter border controls: It’s Cana-
dians who are muscling in our shopping. As if someone would drive 
through Oroville, Tonasket, Omak and Okanogan just to get our gro-
ceries.

Things are likely to get a little stranger now that we’re in sort-
of lockdown mode. Under Gov. Inslee’s kinder, gentler version of 
“shelter in place,” you can still go outside, as long as you keep your 
distance. And you can leave your house to buy groceries, make medi-
cal appointments or go to work in what are deemed “essential indus-
tries.” By the way, journalism is regarded as an essential industry, so 
we have more mobility than some if we are going about our business. 
From at least 6 feet away.

The next couple of weeks are going to determine our ability to fig-
ure this out as a community. I have confidence we will. And look on 
the bright side: Nobody’s going to TP your house come Halloween.

EXERCISE YOUR FREEDOM. Letters must be fewer than 350 
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Do your part: stay home, stay healthy
BY SOO ING-MOODY

We are in a time of emergency in our 
country, state and locally here in the Methow 
Valley. This past week, all our local jurisdic-
tions, both towns and Okanogan County, 
have declared states of emergency so as to 
protect the health and interests of those we 
serve. The coronavirus (COVID-19) is a pan-
demic health emergency – and we are all risk  
susceptible to potential loss of health, liveli-
hoods and a sense of normalcy.

Locally, steps have been taken to help mit-
igate the risks and fallout of this emergency. 
The Methow Valley Long Term Recovery 
Organization has been reactivated, and its 
members – leaders across all social, health, 
economic, public and private sectors – are 
working in a coordinated effort behind the 
scenes. Having been asked how people can 
help, I would say the single biggest thing we 
can all do is to follow the Governor’s order. It 
will not be easy, nor desirable, but it is neces-
sary – and for now, it is an enforceable law.

While many have been practicing good 
social distancing, a few have not. In Twisp, 
parks and playgrounds are closed to gath-
erings. However, in an effort to encourage 
outdoor mobility, physical and emotional 
well-being, for the time being, the parks 

remain open for walkers. As playgrounds 
are closed to reduce virus spread, parents 
are reminded to watch their kids when they 
are outdoors. During this health crisis, stay-
ing at home means no playdates, no running 
around the neighborhood with other kids, 
and no social gatherings, public or private. 
This is not only for their sakes, but for those 
of all ages who are vulnerable in our com-
munity.

There have been some who lack any 
fear of contracting this virus and believe 
social distancing is unimportant to them. 
To have this narrow view is to miss the 
point. The argument to stay home should 
not be about whether one’s self is afraid 
of becoming infected, sick or even death. 
The risk may not be to oneself, but to oth-
ers – contributors to our way of life, and 
those who care for the sick. Small com-
munities, like ours, are particularly vul-
nerable as our citizens are the cornerstone 
of our social, economic, and emergency 
support systems – each contributing to the 
unique character and services we enjoy 
and depend upon locally. The sickness or 
loss of even one of these members would 
be a hit to us all.

A high percentage of Twisp residents are 
seniors, some owning local businesses. Our 

social services and the many nonprofit orga-
nizations depend on the skills of this vulner-
able group who need us for their protection. 
At risk are also those providing essential ser-
vices at our grocery stores and pharmacies, 
who remain open to serve our basic needs. 
Reducing our risk of exposure, reduces 
theirs. And, our valley’s health care provid-
ers, first responders and their administrative 
support teams who work tirelessly during 
times of emergency deserve not only our 
appreciation, but your actions to keep them 
safe.

Staying at home serves the purpose of 
flattening the curve so that our area’s health 
care and emergency service systems do not 
become overwhelmed. Their jobs are diffi-
cult during the best of times, but when the 
threat is an invisible virus, they are literally 
risking their lives and the potential lives and 
livelihoods of their families. They are work-
ing for us; we need to stay home for them.

Our valley is resilient. We have overcome 
disaster before – and together we can again. 
Our success will depend on the actions we 
individually and collectively take to do our 
part, follow the law, and keep the disease at 
bay. 

Soo Ing-Moody is the mayor of Twisp.
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Opinion
Box 97:

Letters to 
the editor

By Tania Gonzalez Ortega

Grizzly issues
Dear Editor:

Grizzlies in the North Cascades? This is 
“marketed” as a “restoration” project. What 
evidence do we have that 200-plus griz-
zlies ever lived in the area? The history of 
the westward migration has a lot of stories 
of grizzly encounters, from the Rockies, and 
the Great Plains, but not from this area. The 
Skagit, Methow and Okanogan drainages 
have very few, if any, stories of encounters 
with grizzlies.

 The North Cascades is largely wilderness 
and has never been “settled” or inhabited by 
large numbers of humans. If they were ever 
here, humans didn’t drive the grizzlies out. If 
they were ever here, why did they leave; and 
will they leave again?

Early cost estimates from the National 
Park Service state the cost at $100,000 per 
bear. A total of $20 million, assuming no 
cost overruns, and an accurate estimate. We 
don’t have anything better to do with $20 
million? What happens if the bears don’t stay 
and become a problem? Do taxpayers pay the 
state to kill problem bears, while we pay the 
National Park Service to continue to bring 
in more?  

This is what we are doing with wolves. 
Wolves became a problem in, and around, 
Yellowstone National Park. They are being 
transplanted to other areas where in some 
cases they are becoming problems. Taxpay-
ers are paying the federal government to 
bring them into Washington, and taxpayers 
are paying the state to kill them, for being 
wolves. Are we going to repeat this process 
with grizzly bears?

Mike Newman
Twisp/Sedro-Woolley

Poor option
Dear Editor: 

As a retired long-haul trucker, I see some 
concerns surrounding the volume of truck 
traffic along Highway 153 that would occur 
as a direct result of the proposed gravel pit by 
the town of Methow. 

Taking into consideration the amount of 
traffic there was on Highway 153  20 or 30 
years ago, and considering  this project is to 
last at least 75 years,  how much more traffic 
will there be in addition to all these trucks, 
tourists, etc., 15, 20, 30 or 75 years or more 
from now? 

With the additional truck traffic, how long 
will it be before we need a four-lane divided 
highway — or at least long passing lanes so 
the long strings of commuters, tourists, etc., 
can safely pass the slower-moving trucks 
without being killed? How long before thou-
sands of extra trips of trucks full of sand 
and gravel take their toll on bridges that are 
already in need of constant care?

Methow is a small, quiet town. The people 
that live there were there first. Their lives are 
invested in their homes, their neighbors, and 
their quiet life in a small town where they 
have chosen to live. Regardless of mitiga-
tions, this will be extremely disruptive of the 
little town, its residents, and the surrounding 
neighbors — visually and noise-wise. 

All of these reasons point to why the loca-
tion of this gravel pit is such a poor choice. 

Richard Tingelstad
Twisp

Express your opinion
Dear Editor:

It’s probably safe to say most American 
adults follow the national news. I think it is 
also probably safe to say that most voting 
adults in Washington Congressional District 
4 know that Dan Newhouse is our represen-
tative.

I have written to Mr. Newhouse and 
encouraged him to poll his constituents to 
see where you and I stand on the topic of 

impeachment of the President. He has, to 
date, not seen the necessity of such a poll. 
Presumably, because he thinks he knows 
what’s in the mind of his constituents 
because the majority of voters in District 4 
vote Republican and therefore believe the 
way he does.

But his constituents are also highly patri-
otic and firm believers in the American way. 
And not all of us believe it is acceptable for 
an American president to ask for aid from a 
foreign country in order to win an election or 
even just to smear another candidate. Not all 
of us agree with the President’s behavior and 
the way he is handling our country.

So I encourage you to call, email or 
write and let Mr. Newhouse know. Oth-
erwise he is going to vote the Republican 
party line regardless of what we, his con-
stituents, believe. His phone number is (202) 
225-5816. His email address can be found 
at http://newhouse.house.gov. His address 
is 1414 Longworth House Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20515. 

Let him know where you stand on the 
issue of impeachment. It only takes a minute.

It is our right, privilege and duty to not 
only elect our officials but to interact with 
them frequently so they may actually know 
how we feel and vote according to our 
wishes — not their own.

Patti Nordby
Winthrop

Not a wise choice
Dear Editor:  

Proponents and opponents of gravel pits 
agree: “It’s not about whether to permit new 
gravel pits, it’s about where.” (Seattle Times, 
2008.)

In preparing comments on the proposed 
gravel pit in the town of Methow (due now 
for those who cannot attend the public hear-
ing on Nov. 14), I find the same dilemma 
described in Mary Yglesia’s letter last week: 
needs for county gravel vs. disruption of the 
way of life in a tiny, peaceful town rich with 
valley history on the banks of the Methow. 
Added are the investments of newcomers 
who purchased property that would overlook 
the mine — plus impacts upon all related 
traffic north of Pateros.

During a meeting last June I voted, along 
with half of other attendees, to support the 
county’s exploration of the possibilities. 
However, the county’s “Response to Com-
ments” just emailed on Oct. 14 revealed far 
greater traffic issues than was ever expected 
by the public. It was sent to two agencies, 
two citizens’ groups, and three individuals 
in Twisp/Winthrop who had managed to 
file comments before the deadline regard-
ing environmental impacts.  (The MV 
News and its legal notices are no longer 
available on newsstands south of Twisp.) 
Quick research for my comments revealed 
the following:

• We inhabit a gravel-hungry world, with 
sand and gravel sold by British Columbia to 
San Francisco at twice the amount in Seattle, 
as of 2008. An industry rep stated: “If we’re 
going to not be California, we should look 

ahead and develop a business plan….”
• Re planning: State law requires coun-

ties to designate Mineral Resource Lands 
(MRLs) of long-term significance in the 
overarching plan for future development: the 
Comprehensive Plan. The current Comp Plan 
does map MRLs, but there is no MRL desig-
nated within many miles of  Methow.

The more is revealed about this project, 
the more questions arise. The county is forg-
ing ahead too fast, without adequate study or 
timely distribution of information, and with 
changing data. This isn’t a wise choice.

Should other quiet towns in our county, 
incorporated or unincorporated, be wonder-
ing about this situation?

Isabelle Spohn
Twisp/Gold Creek

Too many questions
Dear Editor: 

I live in the Methow area and realize the 
county needs gravel; however, a site closer to 
their shops and on better roads would be a 
better choice than Methow. 

Yes, noise, dust and trucks may decrease 
property values and interrupt the quiet life 
we have here in the lower Methow. But in 
addition, Highway 153 gets a lot of traffic. 

For seven months it’s a major bicycle and 
motorcycle route. All year around it’s a fish-
ing paradise with cars, pickups, campers and 
motorhomes buzzing up and down the valley. 
During the agriculture period we have slow-
moving farm implements, large truck/trailer 
combinations, and cattle trucks.

Commercial truck traffic servicing Twisp, 
Winthrop, Mazama and all the resorts is like 
a daily parade. When the sun comes out, rec-
reationists come by the droves and we can 
have up to 30 vehicles on the road in a row. 
This includes vacationers, boaters, water jet 
skiers, floaters, camera buffs, family and 
looky-lous. I know because my property 
has 1/3-mile of highway frontage. When the 
snow comes, we get the hunters, skiers, fat 
bike riders, and snow mobiles.  

So, do we need more truck traffic on a 
narrow windy, worn out highway with a 
number of bridges ready to collapse? If you 
don’t believe me, climb under them and take 
a look at cracks and exposed rebar. Our 
alternative if a bridge fails is Loup Loup, and 
we all know the dependability of that and 
its treacherous route for large vehicles with 
steep grades and increased wildlife exposure.

Finally, vehicles kill over 300 wild ani-
mals a year on this highway. Large trucks 
can’t maneuver or stop quickly,  adding to 
the useless slaughter.

If you have concerns, attend the public 
hearing on Nov. 14 at 10 a.m. in Okanogan 
to encourage the Hearing Examiner to rec-
ommend a better location, on a better route, 
and closer to the Highway Department oper-
ations. There are too many unknowns and 
mixed messages still lurking in the backdrop 
to ascertain the operation of this long time 
potential disaster. Comments and promises 
change daily.

Larry Riggins
Methow

CORRECTION:   A story in the Oct. 30 edition of the 
Methow Valley News headlined 

“School board eyes February levy proposals” gave the wrong rate for 
a technology levy that may appear on the Feb. 11 ballot. The correct 
rate is 62 cents per $1,000 of assessed property value in 2021, or $186 
per year on a $300,000 home. This rate is 19 cents more than the rate 
of the current technology levy, which expires in 2020.

The News regrets the error.

Don Nelson
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NO BAD DAYS

Take a number
They say it’s just a number. On your birthday, you’re only a day 

older than the day before, not a year older. And, you’re only as old as 
you — think? feel? behave? 

Ultimately, however, your age is your age (don’t you just love tau-
tology?), if you’ve been fortunate enough to make it however far 
you’ve made it. Reassuring clichés 
don’t do much to dispatch the inevi-
table thoughts that pop up when the 
human odometer reaches another 
two-digit marker ending in a zero.

 A couple of weeks ago, I quietly 
turned 70 — quietly, because I pretty 
much kept it to myself, not wanting to 
“make a fuss.” Why, do you suppose? 
Embarrassment? I can’t imagine what 
for — it’s not a crime, social faux pas 
or scandalous disease. Chagrin? Not 
if you value still being alive on the 
planet. Inability to cope? Well, the coping doesn’t look much differ-
ent than it did a when I was 69.

The truth is, I don’t know how to think about it. Maybe that’s a 
baby boomer thing — mortality has never been part of our master 
plan, and we remain startled by the concept. I don’t know what age 
I don’t look a day older than. I don’t know what the “new” age 70 is. 
Or if I’m expected to act differently, or be entitled to special treat-
ment. The other day, a clerk at the Methow Valley Thriftway asked if 
I qualified for the senior discount, and I didn’t know whether to hug 
her or collapse laughing at the absurdity of the question.

Vanity is one of the last things to go, but I have no illusions 
or delusions about myself. Like J. Alfred Prufrock, I grow old, I 

grow old, and do not 
expect to hear the mer-
maids sing to me. When 
I look in the mirror, I see 
the same thing that every-
one I encounter sees. 
I also remember, with 
some wistfulness, the 
20-, 30-, 40- and 50-year-
old versions of that face. 
In many respects, I’m 
pretty much the same 
person — a day-dreamy, 

underachieving, pun-loving, stubborn, authority-resistant smart ass 
with a serious streak of principle about things I think are right and 
wrong.  Also, I have some good qualities. 

Yes, I’m well past being able to have a Firewise-approved birthday 
cake. But as “they” also say, consider the alternative. Seventy used to 
be “old” until we began stretching our life expectancies closer to the 
triple-digit spectrum. In literature, 70 is decrepitude and senescence. 
In the play I’m directing at The Merc Playhouse, one of the charac-
ters is described as an elderly gentleman, but he has a 20-year-old 
son — so how elderly could he be? People past 70 were, in days gone 
by, venerated as elders and/or relegated to the “any day now” queue 
for shuffling off this mortal coil. 

There are lots of ways to get dead, yet amazingly, here I am. I 
figure it comes down to good genes, the right attitude and plain old 
luck. I got this far by surviving cancer and two nearly fatal staph 
infections. I’ve also had a lot of good fortune along the way, and been 
blessed with the company and support of many wonderful human 
beings. 

Seven decades in, I don’t know how to sort out the randomness 
of fate. Younger or contemporary family, friends and colleagues are 
gone “before their time,” whatever that means. Seems to me that your 
time is your time. My mother is in her 90s, active and alert. My father 
was barely 60 when he was killed by a car while he was in a cross-
walk. I thought he was “old” until I reached 60 and realized that he 
got tragically shortchanged. 

I probably sound more overwrought and self-absorbed by all this 
than I actually am because so far, 70 seems OK and full of promise, 
and contemplating the meaning of past, present and future is a good 
mental exercise. As for 80? That’s currently beyond my comprehen-
sion. When I get there, I’ll let you know what it’s like.

“Vanity is one of the 
last things to go, but 
I have no illusions 
or delusions 
about myself.”
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