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Newport Rodeo gets big names  
before they’re names

PAID FOR BY 
COMMITTEE TO ELECT 

CHRISTIAN MEADOR

In the 70 years the Newport Rodeo has 
been around, some of the most talented 
riders and ropers in the world of rodeo 
have competed here.

From 1955 world champion saddle 
bronc rider Deb Copenhaver to the current 
generation of riders like all around cowboy 
Caleb McMillan and bull rider Derek 
Kolbaba, Newport rodeo fans have seen 
some of rodeo’s greats compete.

In the case of McMillan and Kolbaba, 
fans got a chance to see them from a very 
young age. 

Kolbaba has developed into one of the 
best bull riders in the world, winning more 
than $1 million in the Professional Bull 
Riders since he rode in Newport. He had 
the second highest score in what is being 
described as the greatest night of bull 
riding Saturday night in Bismarck, N.D. 
There were eight 90-point or better rides 
at the Chad Berger $125,000 team chal-
lenge event. Kolbalba, from Walla Walla, 
was marked 93.75 points and wasn’t the 
high marked ride of the night. That went 
to Chase Outlaw, the Oklahoma bull rider 
who was marked a point higher at 94.75. 

Newport rodeo fans have seen a lot of 
Caleb McMillan, from when he competed 
as a young boy in the breakaway roping 
to watching him in virtually every event. 
McMillan has seen success in the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association, ranked 
high in the Columbia River Circuit in bull 
riding and tie down roping. I could see 

him becoming another Phil Lyne, the all 
around champion who won world titles 
in both calf roping and bull riding, two 
events that don’t usually go together.

Regional rodeo associations, such as 
the ProWest, draw a wide range of com-

petitors, from veterans 
who have been to the 
NFR, such as 1984 
world champion heeler 
Mike Beers, now living 
in Kamloops B.C., to 
beginners who are in 
their first season of 
rodeo. Beers is leading 
2019 ProWest stand-
ings in heading. Rodeo 
fans saw local cowboys 
like Newport’s Austin 
Krogh Priest River’s 
Caleb Nichols develop 
into fine saddle bronc 
riders, competing and 

winning many times at Newport. Some 
have chased their dreams to farther arenas 
than Newport. Priest River bull rider Thor 
Hoefer is on the road most of the year try-
ing to make a name in the PBR, competing 
everywhere from Australia to Montreal. 

So look hard at the entry sheet for New-
port. There will be some gems in there.

Don GronninG is a former Profession-
al roDeo Cowboy’s assoCiation bull 
riDer. He PublisHeD nortHwest roDeo 
sCene from 1986-1989.

R o D e o
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don
GRonninG
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THURSDAY, DEC. 5 
SELKIRK BOYS BASKET-
BALL VS. KETTLE FALLS: 
4:30 p.m. – Kettle Falls

SELKIRK GIRLS BASKET-
BALL VS. KETTLE FALLS: 6 
p.m. – Kettle Falls

CUSICK BOYS BASKETBALL 
VS. CHEWELAH: 7:30 p.m. – 
Chewelah

FRIDAY, DEC. 6
NEWPORT GIRLS BASKET-
BALL VS. CHEWELAH: 6 
p.m. – Chewelah

PRIEST RIVER BOYS BAS-
KETBALL VS. CLARK FORK: 
6:30 p.m. – Priest River

NEWPORT BOYS BASKET-
BALL VS. CHEWELAH: 7 
p.m. – Chewelah

PRIEST RIVER GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL VS. ST. MARIES: 7 
p.m. – St. Maries

SATURDAY, DEC. 7 
OPEN GYM, ADULT BAS-

KETBALL: 7 a.m. - Newport 
High School

NEWPORT WRESTLING AT 
DEER PARK INVITE: 9 a.m. – 
Deer Park High School

SELKIRK BOYS BASKET-
BALL VS. REPUBLIC: 3 p.m. 
– Republic

NEWPORT GIRLS BASKET-
BALL VS. ST. GEORGE’S: 
4:30 p.m. – Newport High 
School

SELKIRK GIRLS BASKET-
BALL VS. REPUBLIC: 4:30 
p.m. – Republic

CUSICK BOYS BASKET-
BALL VS. CURLEW: 6 p.m. 
– Curlew

NEWPORT BOYS BASKET-
BALL VS. ST. GEORGE’S: 
6:15 p.m. – Newport High 
School

TUESDAY, DEC. 10 
NEWPORT BOYS BASKET-
BALL VS. RIVERSIDE: 7 p.m. 
– Priest River

Lady Spartans travel 
to St. Maries

PRIEST RIVER – The 
Priest River girls’ basket-
ball team hosted Clark 
Fork Tuesday, after The 
Miner went to press. 
They travel to St. Maries 
Friday, Dec. 6, to play 
at 7 p.m., and then host 
Riverside Tuesday, Dec. 
10 at 5:30 p.m. 

Newport wrestlers 
headed to Deer Park

NEWPORT – The New-
port High School wres-
tling team will get their 
season underway start-
ing with the Deer Park 
Invite Saturday, Dec. 7 at 
9 a.m. at Deer Park High 
School. The Grizzlies will 
go on to face Freeman in 
an away meet Thursday, 
Dec. 12, 7 p.m. 

Cusick girls start 
basketball Dec. 13

CUSICK – The Cusick 
girls’ basketball team 
starts their season 
Friday, Dec. 13, with 
a home game against 
Inchelium starting at 6 
p.m. 

Chewelah first on 
plate for Cusick boys

CUSICK – The Cusick 
Panthers boys’ basket-
ball team will play their 
first game of the season 
Thursday, Dec. 5, at 
Chewelah, at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, the 
boys will make the trip 
to Curlew for a game 
that starts at 6 p.m. The 
boys’ first home game 
will be against Inche-
lium Friday, Dec. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Spartan wrestling 
almost here

PRIEST RIVER – The 
Spartan wrestling team 
will start another season 
of high school compe-
tition Tuesday, Dec. 
10, when Priest River 
Lamanna High School 
wrestlers travel to Sand-
point High School for a 
dual at 5 p.m. A dual is 
scheduled at Wallace Ju-
nior/Senior High School 
Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 
5 p.m. 

Newport girls’ 
basketball starts 

season
NEWPORT – The 

Newport girls’ basket-
ball team starts off their 
season on the road, 
playing Friday, Dec. 6 at 
Chewelah at 6 p.m. They 
host St. George’s Satur-
day, Dec. 7 at 4:30 p.m. 

Lady Rangers take on 
Kettle Falls, Republic

IONE – The Selkirk 
girls’ basketball team 
starts their season 
Thursday, Dec. 5, travel-
ing to Kettle Falls to 
play at 6 p.m. They then 
travel to Republic Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, to play at 
4:30 p.m. 

Newport boys at 
home Saturday

NEWPORT – The 
Newport boys’ bas-
ketball team will play 
their first home game 
Saturday, Dec. 7, after 
opening their season 
the night before at 
Chewelah Friday, Dec. 
6. The Chewelah game 
starts at 7 p.m. The 
Saturday game against 
St. George’s starts at 6:15 
p.m.

Spartan ballers open Saturday

Nichols, Kirkwood named to 
NEA all league first teams

BY DON GRONNING
OF THE MINER

NEWPORT – Newport seniors 
Jacob Kirkwood and Luke Nich-
ols garnered Northeast A League 
All Conference football honors. 

Both players were 
named to the first 
teams, Nichols as 
an offensive and 
defensive lineman 
and Kirkwood as a 
wide receiver and 
punter. Kirkwood 
was also named to 

the second All Conference team 
as a kick returner. 

League champion Deer Park 
had the most selections, includ-
ing offensive Most Valuable 
Player Matthew Jorgensen and 
defensive Most Valuable Player 
Bennet Lim, Coach of the Year 
Keith Stamps and Assistant 

Coach of the Year 
Ryan Jorgensen. 

Deer Park offen-
sive first team selec-
tions included Lim 
as a running back, 
Andrew Olietti 
as tight end, and 
Andrew Stenbeck 

and Sam Riebold as offensive 
linemen. 

Deer Park defensive first team 
selections included Olietti as a 
defensive lineman, Riebold and 
Matthew Jorgensen as lineback-
ers and Diego Vasquez as a 
special team kicker. 

Colville’s offensive first team 
selections included running 
back Grant Michaliszyn, wide re-
ceiver Paul Skirko and offensive 
lineman Jory Dotts. On defense 
first team, Dotts was selected as 
defensive lineman, Michaliszyn 
as linebacker and Sam Anderson 
as running back. 

Freeman had two offensive 
first team selections – quarter-
back Jace Phelan and offensive 

lineman Payson Phelps. Free-
man players named to first 
team defense included Phelan at 
linebacker and Kaleb Ohler as 
defensive back. 

Three Riverside players were 
name to first team defense – 
defensive lineman Jaeden Betker 
and linebackers Jaeden Betker 
and Samuel DesRoches. Des-
Roches was named to offensive 
first team as running back and 
Creighton Jarman as offensive 
lineman. 

Lakeside’s Logan Allen was 
named first special team re-
turner and offensive team wide 
receiver. 

 Nichols  Kirkwood

PRIEST RIVER – The Priest River boys’ basketball 
team plays their first two games at home, the first 
against Clark Fork Friday, Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m. On Tues-
day, Dec. 10, the Spartans will host Riverside. That 
game starts at 7 p.m.

Selkirk boys 
open away

KETTLE FALLS – The 
Selkirk Rangers boys’ 
basketball team opens 
their season at Kettle 
Falls Thursday, Dec. 5, 
at 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 7, the 

boys travel to Republic 
for a game that starts at 
3 p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, 
Selkirk will play their 
first home game against 
Curlew. The game starts 
at 4:30 p.m. 

Parents, 
sign kids up 

for cheer camp
PRIEST RIVER – A parents’ meeting and sign 

up for Priest River Kiddos Cheer Camp is Monday, 
Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. at Priest River Lamanna High 
School. 

Cost is $25 or sign up to pay $25 at first prac-
tice. 

Parents will receive a schedule and meet the in-
structor, senior Emily Holbrook, who is teaching 
the camp as part of her senior project. The camp is 
geared toward children in kindergarten through 
junior high. Kids will learn a routine that they 
can choose to perform at the home basketball 
game Tuesday, Jan. 14. 

All proceeds from the camp will go toward fami-
lies in need of food for Christmas. Donations will 
also be accepted. 

For more information, go to www.facebook.
com/prcheerkid. 

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27

Wednesday Night Loopers
TEAM WON LOST

DIAMOND LAKE DELI 165 108

EZRIDR 145 128

WE TRY HARDER 143.5 129.5

COUNTRY LANES 143 130

MEMORY LANES 116.5 150.5

PINUPS 105 168

HIGH SCRATCH GAME: Pam Nichols 220 and Jim Raden 220. High handicap game: Pam Nichols 
254. High scratch series: Pam Nichols 586. High handicap series: Pam Nichols 688. High team 
scratch game: Ezridr 697. High handicap game: Ezridr 899. High team scratch series: Memory 
Lanes 1,992. High handicap series: Ezridr 597. 

Bull rider battles timed event 
hands for all around

The Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association 
National Finals Rodeo 

gets un-
derway 
Thurs-
day, 
Nov. 5, 
with 
just 
about 
all the 
world 
titles 
decided 
dur-
ing the 
10-day 
compe-
tition 
in Las 

Vegas. 
For the first time in 

years, the race for the 
All Around involves a 
riding event competi-
tor. With 14-time world 
All Around Champion 
Trevor Brazile retiring 
from full time competi-
tion last year, there is 
an opening. Rookie bull 
riding sensation Stetson 

Wright, 20, of Milford, 
Utah, leads the race, 
with $182,999 won 
in the regular season, 
including $152,400 in 
bull riding, where he 
is ranked second, and 
$71,300 in saddle bronc 
riding, where he finished 
20th. The top 15 go to 
the finals, so he is com-
peting in one event. 

It is good for rodeo that 
a riding event guy is in 
the race for All Around, 
prorodeo’s most presti-
gious title. It goes to the 
contestant who wins the 
most money in two or 
more events. Wright is 
also leading for Rookie of 
the Year. 

He and his bronc rid-
ing family were fea-
tured in a “60 Minutes” 
program in November. 
The Wright family has 
dominated the saddle 
bronc riding, with five 
championships among 
them. Stetson’s brother, 
Ryder Wright, is leading 
in the saddle bronc rid-

ing this season. He won 
the title in 2017. 

Wright is a long way 
from being guaranteed 
the title. He is being 
chased by team roping 
header leader Clay Smith 
of Broken Bow, Okla., 
and 2017 All Around 
champ Tuff Cooper, who 
qualified in tie down 
roping, where he ranks 
fourth. Cooper also is 
ranked in steer rop-
ing, where he finished 
fourth. The national 
finals for steer roping are 
held in late November, so 
Cooper will have to try 
to win the All Around 
with his tie down roping. 

You can watch the 
NFR on CBS Sports 
Network, watch it online 
at www.prorodeotv.com 
or listen to it online at 
www.prorodeolive.com.

DON GRONNING IS A FOR-
MER PROFESSIONAL RODEO 
COWBOYS ASSOCIATION 
BULL RIDER AND FORMER 
PUBLISHER OF NORTHWEST 
RODEO SCENE.

R O D E O
S C E N E

DON
GRONNING

Calling all hunters: 
Fill out your reports 

BY ROGER PHILLIPS, 
PUBLIC INFORMATION SUPERVISOR 

Idaho Fish and Game needs help from 
all big game hunters to fill out their hunter 
reports whether or not they harvested. 
With many general any weapon deer 
seasons winding down, hunters who are 
done can fill out their reports online or by 
calling 877-268-9365. The phone option 
is available 24 hours per day and seven 
days per week. Please have your hunt-
ing tag number when calling. The more 
accurate information Fish and Game has, 
the better job it can do setting seasons. If 
hunter information is lacking, biologists 
have to err on the side of caution, which 
typically means shorter and more restric-
tive hunting seasons. If you don›t report in 
a timely manner, staff will mail postcard 
reminders and do follow up phone calls, 
which are labor intensive and expensive. 
By reporting your results promptly, your 
license and tag dollars can be better spent 
for on-the-ground wildlife management 
activities. 

Why should I submit my hunter re-
port? Fish and Game strives to get the best 

data on hunter effort and harvest possible, 
and the best data is from you reporting 
directly to us where you hunted, whether 
you harvested, what animal you harvest-
ed, how long you hunted, etc.

If you don’t report, we may try to con-
tact you, but that is time consuming and 
expensive. If you don’t report and we can’t 
contact you, we have to make an educated 
guess through statistical estimates, but we 
would rather hear first-hand from you to 
ensure accuracy. 

Why does it matter? Hunter data isn’t 
the only information we use to set hunting 
seasons, but it’s a very important com-
ponent. When Fish and Game biologists 
don’t have reliable information on harvest 
and hunter success, they need to manage 
game more conservatively, which can 
mean more restrictive hunting, such as 
shorter seasons or fewer tags. We prefer 
to allow generous hunting opportunity 
when it’s sustainable, but we have to know 
it’s sustainable through accurate data. 

Are you going to give away my favorite 
hunting spot? No. All we ask is what unit 
(or units) you hunted, and if you got an 
animal, in which unit you harvested it. 



BY BRIAN PEARSON
CONSERVATION PUBLIC INFORMA-
TION SPECIALIST

BOISE – Statewide 
winter survival of radio-
collared mule deer fawns 
and elk calves was about 
average to slightly above 
average through the end 
of February in Idaho. 

A relatively mild winter 
in much of the state 
bolstered survival so far, 
and early spring weather 
is arriving in some 
locations, which means 
early survival reports are 
encouraging. But threats 
to wintering wildlife are 
not over, and biologists 
will continue monitoring 
animals until late spring. 

“March and April are 
the two make-or-break 
months for winter fawn 
and calf survival,” said 
Daryl Meints, deer and 
elk program coordinator 
for Fish and Game. “At 
this point, fawn and calf 
survival is going to come 
down to how long winter 
lasts, and how soon 
spring shows up.” 

Idaho Fish and Game 
biologists are monitor-
ing 193 mule deer fawns 
and 180 elk calves that 
were captured earlier in 
the winter and fitted with 
telemetry collars. 

Through the end of 
February, 84 percent of 
the collared fawns and 
92 percent of the collared 
calves were still alive. 
That compares with 78 
and 93 percent surviv-
ing through February 
in 2018-19, 88 and 91 
percent in 2017-18, and 
55 and 80 percent in 
2016-17. 
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Rangers sign up for 
college football

IONE - Selkirk seniors 
Jay Link, Zech Curran 
and Ty Taylor all signed 
letters of intent to play 
college football. Link 
signed with the University 
of Puget Sound in Tacoma 
and Curran and Taylor 
with Lewis-Clark Val-
ley College in Lewiston, 
Idaho.

Zech Curran is the Sel-
kirk basketball player in 
the photo accompanying 
last week’s story ‘Rangers 
lose in overtime.’ He was 
misidentified in the photo 
caption. We regret any 
confusion this caused.

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 11

LUCKY LADIES

TEAM WON LOST

MORNING GLORIES

 29 11

MISFITS 25 15

THE LEARNING CURVE 

 23 17

SPARKLERS 22 18

POOCH PARLOR’S GOLDEN 
GIRLS 16 24

HIGH SCRATCH GAME: Gina 
Green 178. High scratch series: 
Gina Green 442. High handicap 
game: Gina Green 248. High 
handicap series: Gina Green 
652. 

CONVERTED SPLITS: Gina 
Green 3-10. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

LOOPERS

TEAM WON LOST

COUNTRY LANES 

 304 242

WE TRY HARDER 

 295 251

DIAMOND LAKE DELI 

 295 231

EZRIDR 288 258

MEMORY LANES 

 239 302

PINUPS 216 330

HIGH SCRATCH GAME: Brian 
Hilzer 239. High Handicap 
Game: Ricky Miller 256. High 
Scratch Series: Rush Balison 
583. High Handicap Series: 
John Hastings 667. High Team 
Scratch Game: Diamond Lake 
Deli 525. High Handicap game: 
Diamond Lake Deli 850. High 
Team Scratch Series: Diamond 
Lake Deli 2,011. High Handicap 
Series: Diamond Lake Deli 
2,386.

Newport bull rider scores in front of  empty seats
Cody Casper, the Profes-

sional Bull Riders contestant 
from Newport, scored his first 
qualified ride on the PBR’s 

premier tour, 
an 85.5 effort 
in the only live 
professional 
sporting event 
held in the 
continental 
U.S. last week-
end, in Duluth, 
Ga. The other 
live event, the 
Iditarod sled 
dog races are 
taking place in 
Alaska.

The public 
wasn’t admit-
ted to the two-

day show, but it was televised 
on the CBS Sports Network and 
webcast on the PBR’s Ridepass, 
the PBR’s online streaming 
service.

“It is kind of nice to get the 
monkey off my back,” Casper 
told Kate Harrison on CBS 
Sports Network after the ride. 
“I haven’t gotten one rode up 
here. It just feels pretty good. 
It was definitely a practice pen 

feel. It is a lot quieter back here. 
It is still bull riding. We are all 
having fun are doing what we 
love.”

Casper finished in sixth place 
in the first go round. 

He was bucked off his second 
bull, but earned six PBR points 
and is currently ranked No. 44 
in the PBR World standings, 
with 55 points and $11,018 in 
prize money. 

Casper ended up 13th at the 
event and won $1,350.

Casper is trying to qualify 
for the PBR’s World Finals, 
which is based on points. But 
he may have his work cut out 
for him, as the PBR, like other 
professional sports, is cancel-
ling some events because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

In fact, the rodeo world has 
seen several big rodeos can-
celled, like Rodeo Houston, 
one of the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboy’s Association’s most lu-
crative rodeos. Houston started 
March 3 and was scheduled to 
continue through March 22, 
but was cancelled March 11 
over the COVID-19 concerns. 

Rodeos and PBR events are 
individually evaluating events 

to see if they should be can-
celled or postponed. 

One cowboy who could stop 
right now and still have had a 
record year is last year’s high 
school champion tie down 
roper Shad Mayfield.

Mayfield, a 19-year-old roper 
from Clovis, N.M., has won an 
astounding $830,000 in 2020. 
He won $100,000 for two runs 
at the World Champions’ Rodeo 
Alliance major in Kansas City 
in late February and followed it 
up with a $600,000 win at The 
American Rodeo, the biggest 
one-day rodeo in the world. 
Only $50,000 from The Ameri-
can will count towards PRCA 
points, but it is enough to put 
Mayfield atop PRCA tie-down 
standings, with $130,700.

In other rodeo news, the Cal-
gary Stampede has rejoined the 
ranks of the PRCA. 

After years as its own rodeo, 
this year the stampede will be 
sanctioned by the PRCA, with 
money won counting towards 
PRCA standings. 

The stampede, held July 3-12, 
will follow the Newport Rodeo, 
set for June 26-27. 

Newport is going back to be-

ing a PRCA rodeo, so some elite 
rodeo athletes could compete 
at Newport on their way to 
Calgary.

Calgary was one of the first 
big money rodeos. It started 
paying winners a then amazing 
$50,000 in 1982. Now that has 
grown to $100,000.

The Calgary Stampede has 
to be one of my favorite rodeos 
ever. I qualified for the $50,000 
ride off that first year. I success-
fully rode three bulls during 
the rodeo, placed on one and 
qualified for the 12-man final 
day. I was sure I was going to 
win, just as I was sure I was go-
ing to qualify for the $50,000 
ride off. 

It didn’t quite work out 
that way, though, as I was 
bucked off. It was a long, bit-
ter ride back home. We had to 
go through Wallace, Idaho, 
because one of the guys I was 
getting a ride with wanted to 
spend his discounted Canadian 
money there. But that’s another 
story.

DON GRONNING WAS A PRCA BULL 
RIDER AND PUBLISHER OF NORTH-
WEST RODEO SCENE.

R O D E O
S C E N E

DON
GRONNING

Winter survival 
for radio-collared 
mule deer fawns, 
elk calves slightly 

above average

Apply for multi-season 
hunt tags by March 31 

OLYMPIA – Deer and elk hunt-
ers have until March 31 to enter 
their names into the drawing for 
a 2020 multi-season tag in Wash-
ington state. 

The Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife will hold the 
drawing in mid-April, randomly 
selecting names for 8,500 multi-
season deer tags and 1,000 multi-
season elk tags. 

Winners of the drawing can 
buy a special tag allowing them 
to participate in archery, muzzle-
loader, and modern firearm 
general hunting seasons for deer 
or elk in 2020. Winners who 
purchase the multi-season elk 
tag can participate in general elk 

hunting seasons in both eastern 
and western Washington. 

“With the multi-season tag, 
hunters have the opportunity to 
extend their seasons this fall,” 
said Anis Aoude, WDFW Game 
Division Manager. “Winners do 
not need to choose one hunting 
method over another, so they 
have more options and flexibility.” 

Aoude noted that hunters can 
only use the tags during general 
seasons and in game manage-
ment units open during a modern 
firearm, muzzleloader, or archery 
general season. For example, 
winners may not hunt during the 
muzzleloader general season in 
an area not open for the muzzle-

loader general season. 
Hunters can apply only once 

for each species. Their bag limit 
remains one deer or elk. 

Buy a multi-season application 
online, at authorized license deal-
ers, or by calling 866-246-9453. 
The application costs $7.10 for 
residents and $110.50 for non-
residents. 

A 2020 hunting license is not 
required to apply, but winners of 
the drawing must buy a license 
before they can buy a multi-sea-
son tag. The deadline to purchase 
the multi-season tag is July 31. 

For more information, visit WD-
FW’s website, or call the Licens-
ing Division at 360-902-2464. 

West Bonner spring sports on hold due to COVID-19
PRIEST RIVER – The Idaho 

High School Activities Associa-
tion (IHSAA), in the response 
to COVID-19, announced the 
cancellation of sanctioned sports 
and activities for all of its mem-
ber schools effective Tuesday, 
March 17 through Sunday, April 
5. This includes all schools in 
the West Bonner County School 
District. 

Also, the Association’s state 
Cheer/Dance Championships are 
canceled. The event will not be 
re-scheduled. 

The Idaho Debate Champion-
ship is still postponed as IHSAA 
works on the possibility of 

combining with the state Speech 
Championships. 

“The IHSAA office, as well 
as the Board of Directors, will 
continue to monitor the rap-
idly changing landscape of the 
COVID-19 information and will 
work with member schools and 
health officials to make informed 
and well thought out decisions,” 
IHSAA Executive Director Ty 
Jones said.  

According to a press release 
from IHSAA, implementing 
cancellations and suspensions 
is taken in part with consulta-
tion with public health officials 
to implement best practices in 

slowing the spread of COVID-19 
and therefore aid in protection of 
students and the general public; 
to reduce competitive inequity 
among member schools and in 
an effort to have the opportunity 
to hold spring state tourna-
ments/events on the assigned 
dates/sites as those dates will not 
be extended. 

During the suspension, IHSAA 
member schools are not to 
compete in games or contests. 
Member schools are not to 
conduct practices in IHSAA 
sanctioned sports at any loca-
tion. Neither member schools 
nor their coaches nor student 

athletes are to hold meetings. 
Member schools are not to al-
low students or coaches at any 
IHSAA member school to use 
the school’s athletic facilities 
for a practice, game or contest 
in any IHSAA sanctioned sport 
regardless of the affiliation (club 
or otherwise) of the group seek-
ing to use the facilities. The use 
of athletic facilities for currently 
scheduled classes as a part of the 
regular school curriculum such 
as physical education classes is 
allowed. 

Additional information will be 
sent to schools and/or districts 
as it becomes available. 

Selkirk, Cusick boys
selected for 

All League team
SPOKANE – Ryan 

Zimmerman, Jay Link 
and Justin Krabben-
hoft from Selkirk and 
Celias Holmes and 
Colton Seymour from 
Cusick were named 
to the Northeast 1B 
League’s All League 
team.

Odessa’s Ryan Mof-
fet was the league’s 
Most Valuable Player 
and Odessa’s Larry 
Weber was Coach of 
the Year.

Camden Weber and 
Marcus King from 
Odessa were also selected for the All 
League team, as were Wellpinit’s 
Kobe Stearns and William Dick IV, 
Valley Christain’s Sam Reese, Almi-
ra/Coulee-Hartline’s Reece Isaak 
and Chase Gerard, and Republic’s 
Koty Delinger.

 Krabbenhoft

 Link Zimmerman

 Seymour

 Holmes

Visiting bear dens – a day in the life 
of  Washington’s bear biologists

BY SAM MONTGOMERY
WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

For the past seven years, our statewide 
bear specialists, Lindsay Welfelt and Rich 
Beausoleil, have been conducting long-
term population research on black bears, 
including monitoring hibernating black 
bears in the North Cascade mountains. If 
you’ve ever wondered what it takes to fur-
ther the science around black bear moni-
toring, here’s a deeper look into the project 
they’ve been working on.

Breaking trail

To get to a bear den, you must hike 
through waist-deep crunchy snow. You 
also have to move around as quietly as pos-
sible because while bears are hibernating 
they can still be alert and hear unfamiliar 
noises. If the researchers do not stay quiet 
and approach cautiously, the bear may 
leave the den. 

This day, we were able to snowmobile 
about 200 meters from the den. You might 

think that 200 meters is a simple endeavor 
but add to the situation high elevation 
(around 4,000 feet), waist-deep snow, 
backpacks with gear, and the need to be 
quiet, and it becomes pretty complicated 
pretty quick. 

In order to find the black bear, biologists 
use a system called radio telemetry. WDFW 
biologists collared this female bear with 
a GPS transmitter two years ago, and the 
collar reports the bear’s movement every 
six hours. But the battery-saving technol-
ogy doesn’t share the den’s exact location. 
To locate the bear, the biologist holds up 
a satellite-looking contraption that gets 
louder the closer you get to the collar. It’s a 
needle in a haystack, but as they approach, 
the signal gets louder and louder until we 
are 10-meters away.

Finding the den

We find the den. Rich begins digging 
into the snow. He must do it quietly, so he 
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