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By Ruth Bayang
NORTHWEST ASIAN 
WEEKLY

RENTON, Wash. — A 
vigil on Sept. 7 for a man 
and woman missing from 
a boat on Lake Wash-
ington was cut short due 
to the thunderstorm that 
evening.

At about 10 p.m. on 
Sept. 2, on Labor Day, 
Mercer Island police re-
ceived a complaint from a 
resident about loud music 
coming from a boat in the 
7700 block of West Mer-
cer Way. 

The Mercer Island Po-
lice Department Marine 
Unit found an adrift red, 
20-foot ski-type boat on 
the water. Music was still 

blasting and food, alco-
hol, two cell phones, and 
the IDs of James Le and 
Vanna Nguyen had been 
left on the deck. Police 
also said the two drinks 
found open were still cool 
on board the boat. 

see BOATERS on 15

Vigil for 
missing 
boaters

Vanna Nguyen (left) and 
James Le

Spread of dishes at 
Momosan Seattle

Supporters toast Morimoto

Keiro goes with Transforming 
Age, say former board members

Iron Chef Morimoto 
opens Momosan Seattle 

in the ID

By ASSOCIATED 
PRESS

BEIJING (AP) — Alibaba 
Group founder Jack Ma, 
who helped launch Chi-
na’s online retailing boom, 
stepped down as chair-
man of the world’s biggest 
e-commerce company on 
Sept. 10 at a time when 
its fast-changing industry 
faces uncertainty amid a 
U.S.-Chinese tariff war.

Ma, one of China’s 
wealthiest and best-known 
entrepreneurs, gave up his 
post on his 55th birthday 
as part of a succession 
announced a year ago. He 
will stay on as a member 
of the Alibaba Partnership, 
a 36-member group with 
the right to nominate a 
majority of the company’s 
board of directors.

see MA on 11

Alibaba founder 
Jack Ma steps 
down as chairman

Jack Ma dressed up as Michael Jackson, singing on stage
Keiro Northwest building

By Mahlon Meyer
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

Former Keiro board members are suspicious of the 
organization’s recent decision to end negotiations with 
Aspen Skilled Healthcare and what they allege is a 
move to bring back Transforming Age as a partner. 

Keiro Northwest announced back in May that it would 
close its nursing home due to financial difficulties. 
The community-based nonprofit was Seattle’s largest 
and oldest Asian-Pacific Islander senior care facility.

see KEIRO on 12

Did you catch the lightning show on Sept. 7? 
According to the National Weather Service (NWS) 
office in Seattle, the region saw more than 2,000 
“cloud to ground lightning strikes” during a five-hour 
period ending at 11 p.m. that evening.

The Husky game against the Cal Golden Bears 
was delayed, and at McCaw Hall, Northwest Asian 
Weekly staff members watching the Butterfly Lovers 
performance had to leave the auditorium because of 
the thunderstorm. After a delay, the show continued.

Seattle lightning
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By Kai Curry
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

The excitement of the Iron Chef and of cutting edge 
Japanese cuisine has come to Seattle in the form of 

Momosan Seattle, a new ramen and sake restaurant 
located in the International District. Chef Masahuru 
Morimoto, known to the world as the Iron Chef since 

see MOMOSAN on 10

Kevin Freitas posted this photo on Twitter
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To See All of our Weekly Specials, Recipes, Store Events 
and Announcements, visit www.uwajimaya.com

®

A Tradition of Good Taste Since 1928
Seattle & Bellevue Hours
Mon - Sat:  8am to 10pm

Sunday: 9am to 9pm

Renton & Beaverton Hours
Open Daily: 9am to 9pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS
September 11-17, 2019

DELI MEAL CLUB CARD
Ask for your Meal Club Card in our Deli Today!

Buy 9 Lucky or Jumbo Combo Meals and get the 10th One Free!

 GROCERY

All Seafood & Produce subject to availability due to
 changes in season or adverse weather conditions.

DELI

SEAFOOD

4.49 lb

WHOLE SABA
Mackerel from Norway.  600 grams/up.  

Excellent to grill or broil.  Previously frozen

18.99 lb

ALASKAN HALIBUT FILLET
Fresh!  Ideal for the grill, bake or pan fry

PRODUCE

4.99 lb

Fresh! 

NAGA IMO
Japanese Mountain 

Potato from Aomori Japan

2.88 ea

Large & Sweet!

ASIAN PEAR
20th Century (Yellow Skin) 

or Hosui (Brown Skin)

MEAT

2.49 lb

Boneless

PORK BUTT ROAST

.99 lb

Southern Grown 

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS

3.79

“Niko Niko” (3 pk)

CHA SHU BOW
Steamed Buns with 

BBQ Pork Filling.  
In our Deli Cooler

13.99 lb

SLICED BBQ PORK 
Ready to Eat!  Sold by the lb in our Deli Cooler

2.29

“Lee Kum Kee” (13 oz)

KOREAN BULGOGI 
MARINADE

1.09

“Lee Kum Kee” (2.5 oz)

MABO TOFU 
MIX

Med Hot or Hot

1.99

“Lee Kum Kee” (8.8 oz)

PAD THAI 
SAUCE

3.99

“Nissui” (6 pc)

YAKI ONIGIRI
Grilled Rice Balls

2.29
“Mizkan” (8.4 oz)

GYOZA SAUCE

9.99

“Shirakiku” (4 lb) 

GYOZA
Assorted Variety

.99

“Shirakiku” (100 g) 

DAIFUKU RICE CAKE
Assorted Flavors

We’re Hiring!
uwajimaya.com/careers

UWAJICON
at Beaverton Uwajimaya

Saturday, September 21 • 11am - 6pm

seattle  |  bellevue  |  renton  |  beaverton  |  www.uwajimaya.com

MOMOSAN from 1

he competed on the Japanese television 
show starting in 1998, and later on 
Iron Chef America, talked with the 
Northwest Asian Weekly about the new 
venue, why he chose Seattle, and what 
keeps him motivated and inspired.

“The culinary world is so extensive 
and I always have something new to 
discover,” said Morimoto, who started 
out as a youngster wanting to be a 
professional baseball player—or a sushi 
chef. 

“When I injured my shoulder early 
on in my career, I turned to sushi, 
which was always a very special food 
memory early in my life,” he recalled. 
“I find inspiration everywhere—from 
ingredients to a street vendor, and cities 
I have explored, to a book.” 

It’s safe to say that Morimoto’s 
inspiration is nowhere near drying up. 
At the time he wowed audiences on Iron 
Chef Japan, he was already renowned 
for introducing his signature style as 
head chef at the restaurant Nobu, in 
New York City. According to its website, 
Nobu is “known for its innovative new 
style cuisine paired with a hip crowd and 
celebrity following.” This was exactly 
the case for Morimoto, who challenged 
tradition by experimenting with 
combinations of eastern and western 
cuisine, while staying true to his roots. 
During his Iron Chef Japan debut, he was 
compared to the musician Prince, but for 
cooking (some of his debut menu items 
combined ingredients like potato chips 
and red snapper).

Morimoto now has restaurants in 
Philadelphia, New York, Napa, Boca 
Raton, Mumbai, Mexico City, Tokyo, and 
Maui. He’s got a location at Disney World 
in Florida, as well as at the MGM Grand 
in Vegas. Not only that, but he dabbles 
in the creation of alcoholic beverages. 
On the drink menu at Momosan Seattle, 
you’ll find Morimoto’s own signature 
sake, Morimoto wine by Mondavi, and 
three beers he produces in collaboration 
with Rogue Ales. Interested in shopping 
for more Morimoto? He’s got his own 
set of Miyabi Morimoto Edition knives, 
instant ramen and miso soup, and a 
cookbook!

So what exactly is his culinary style? 
Morimoto said, “The style of my cooking 
is rooted in classic Japanese styles and 
cuisines, but with my own signature 
twists I have added throughout my years 
of travel as a chef. I try to stay true to 
myself and the type of food that I like 
to cook and what my guests have liked 
in my restaurants. For me, it is all about 
using the best ingredients possible, and 
preparing them with respect and passion 
to create a delicious dish.”

According to information provided 

in conjunction with Momosan Seattle’s 
opening, “noodles are front and center, 
highlighting Morimoto’s varieties of 
Japanese-style flavor forward ramen, 
ranging from a dense and silky tonkotsu 
to a lighter Tokyo chicken, as well as 
tsukemen, tan-tan, duck, and butabara 
ramen options. The menu also includes 
a variety of grilled dishes and Japanese 
bar snacks, all with Morimoto’s signature 
twist, along with a selection of sushi.” 

Dishes served will reflect upon 
the variety of our community and 
Morimoto’s own extensive background. 

“From my experience of having 
restaurants worldwide and with the 
mindset of having Momosan Seattle 
located in Seattle’s International District, 
the menu naturally covers cuisines from 
different regions around the world,” said 
Morimoto. Examples of the ways in which 
the menu covers ground internationally 
range from the many types of Japanese-
style ramen and Japanese bar snacks, to 
spicy wonton in Szechuan sesame chili 
sauce or duck fat French fries. Morimoto 
assured the Weekly that Momosan 
Seattle will “work with local vendors and 
source local products wherever possible.” 

Why Seattle? Morimoto has strong ties 
to the Emerald City and its citizens. 

“I love Seattle and have long-standing 
relationships with dear friends in the 
city, including the owners of Uwajimaya 
market and baseball star Ichiro Suzuki,” 
he explained. “I have even thrown first 
pitches three times during Mariners 
games, which is one of my favorite things 
to do. I’ve visited Seattle many times 
over the years, keeping a close eye on the 
perfect spot to open a restaurant here.”

Momosan Seattle is Morimoto’s 17th 
restaurant, and he is already on the 
move again to Kyoto this fall, to open 
his 18th restaurant—Morimoto Kyoto, in 
Pontocho Alley, a location that, according 
to Morimoto, is “considered Kyoto’s top 
scenic dining destination, and rooted 
in centuries of history and tradition.” 
Next, he will be onto Brooklyn to open 
his 20th restaurant, and fourth Momosan 
restaurant, in 2020. 

“I travel more than 300 days a year to 
visit my restaurants around the world,” 
Morimoto explained. “So, traveling 
has been a part of business for me. My 
home base is NYC, though I have homes 
in Japan and Hawaii. In my limited free 
time, I love to get out and golf as much as 
possible. When I travel, if I have an extra 
day, I will try to get in a round!”

The Weekly asked Morimoto how he 
honors his original success as a maverick 
chef challenging traditions, while also 
respecting those same traditions and yet 
continuing to innovate. 

“I always try to stay true to myself 
and my cooking,” he answered. “One 
of the biggest changes was my time on 
Iron Chef and Iron Chef America, as 
that introduced most of our guests to my 
style of cooking and cuisine, so I’m very 
thankful to have had that opportunity 
and honored to have the title of Iron Chef. 
The majority of my guests still think 
of me first and foremost as Iron Chef 
Morimoto, and I love that!” 

Momosan Seattle, located at 504 5th 
Avenue South, in the Publix Building, 

Slicing open a big tuna fish Slicing slabs of tuna Serving freshly sliced tuna

Morimoto and Tomio Moriguchi

Spicy wonton Tan-tan ramen

People waiting in line on grand opening day, 
Sept. 5
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is now open for dinner nightly from 5-11 
p.m., and will open for lunch soon. For 
more information, including menus, visit 
momosanseattle.com.

Kai can be reached at 
editor@nwasianweekly.com.
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■ ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By Kai Curry
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

From “Sense and Sensibility” to “Crouching Tiger, 

Hidden Dragon,” Taiwanese director Ang Lee’s choice 
of movie genres runs the gamut, yet what makes him 
successful is his ability to probe deep emotions—and 
his insistence upon stunning visuals. Both of these are 
present in Lee’s latest endeavor, “Gemini Man,” starring 
Will Smith, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, and Clive Owen. 

For “Gemini Man,” Lee teamed up again with Bill 
Westenhofer, the man who brought us the CG tiger in 
“Life of Pi,” and a team of several hundred artists, to 
explore the concept of cloning and create a computerized 
“clone.” In the movie, hitman Henry Brogan, played by 
Smith, finds himself on the other end of the gun—and 
the person sent to kill him is his younger self. As the 

villain Clay Verris, played by Owen, says, this clone has 
all of Henry’s good traits, and none of the bad. Henry, 
on the other hand, is appalled, not to mention worried 
for his life. This kid, called “Junior,” is as good as him— 
and Henry’s the best. Henry and his friends and fellow 
assassins, including a resourceful character played by 
Benedict Wong—who conjures up an airplane—rally to 
figure everything out.

What’s getting the most hype surrounding the movie 
is the technology. So much so that, somewhat unusually, 
Lee and Smith have been promoting the film at tech 
venues, such as TechCrunch Disrupt in San Francisco, 
and what was touted as an “outside-in fireside chat” 
at our very own Microsoft campus in Redmond. The 
attention-getter is the clone. 

see GEMINI MAN on 13

Community
Employees
Integrity
Service
What we’ve been  
banking on for 35 years.

NOW OPEN IN BELLEVUE

sterlingbank.com · 1-800-944-2265
Sterling Bank & Trust is a full-service community 
bank and a direct lender.

@MySterlingBank     

Ang Lee’s “Gemini Man” doubles 
up the action and the emotion

From left: Will Smith, Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, and 
director Ang Lee at the Gemini Man outside-in fireside chat at 
Micrsoft’s Redmond campus on Oct. 3.

Will Smith meets with local middle and high school students 
during an Oct. 3 visit to Microsoft’s Redmond campus to 
promote Gemini Man.
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■ ASTROLOGY

By Sun Lee Chang

Rat — Your efforts to improve are starting to 
yield positive results. Keep the trend going by 
resisting the urge to rest on your success.

Ox — If you open the door, be prepared for 
what comes in. It is up to you to set boundaries.

Tiger — An uncomfortable situation can be 
made less so, if you are willing to do something 
to break the ice.

Rabbit — As much as you want to have your 
say, consider whether the impact of your words 
will help or hinder.

Dragon — Even if you are reluctant to take 
someone else’s lead, there are times where it 
makes sense to follow.

Snake — Don’t let your hard-earned skills get 
rusty from lack of use. You might need it to hit 
the ground running.

Horse — Are you unsure how to handle an 
unexpected bonus? Hold on to it until cooler 
heads prevail.

Goat — Your uncompromising style could 
cause some friction. You may have to bend a 
little to make progress.

Monkey — Showing the way to someone who 
needs direction should be gratifying, and they 
in turn could return the favor in the future.

Rooster — It should not be difficult for you to 
think outside the box, which should come in 
handy for an unusual situation.

Dog — You are able to follow the rules when 
necessary, but are most at ease when you are 
able to express yourself fully.

Pig — There is no need to debate every topic. 
Reserve your energy for the areas that really 
matter to you.

Predictions and advice for the week of October 12–18, 2019

WHAT’S YOUR ANIMAL SIGN?
RAT 1912, 1924, 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 OX 1913, 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009 TIGER 1914, 1926, 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, 2010 
RABBIT 1915, 1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011 DRAGON 1916, 1928, 1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, 2012 SNAKE 1917, 1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 
2001, 2013 HORSE 1918, 1930, 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002, 2014 GOAT 1919, 1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003, 2015 MONKEY 1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 
1992, 2004, 2016 ROOSTER 1921, 1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005, 2017 DOG 1922, 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006, 2018 PIG 1923, 1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 
1983, 1995, 2007, 2019

*The year ends on the first new moon of the following year. For those born in January and February, please take care when determining your sign. 

PEÑA from 9

Peña attended Spanaway Lake High School, near 
Tacoma, and after studying fashion design for some time, 
he started art classes at the University of Washington. 
That’s where he discovered the work of Japanese painter 
Takhashi Murakami, whose bold colors, flat surfaces, 
and considerable influence from anime all fed into his 
own work.

He initially learned painting in oils, but decided, after 
some experimentation, that painting in acrylic suited his 
essential impatience better—acrylic dries much faster 
than oil paint. 

“I wanted to be able to manipulate acrylic paint in a 
variety of ways, to ensure different decorative surfaces 
and color control,” Peña explained. “I do occasionally 
dabble in photography with my Canon EOS Mark 5D 
III. I recently discovered the joy of using gouache! I love 
the matte and opaque results when it comes to color. 

“I also play with dry pigments and gold leaf. My early 
training in Nihonga painting (Japanese mineral pigment 

painting) has introduced me in the use of applying thin 
sheets of flatted gold. Now, I apply glitter, dry pigments, 
Mylar foils, and other metal leaves to surfaces of my 
paintings. I’ve always wanted to dive into the digital art 
realm someday.”

He’s shown his paintings at the OK Hotel & Gallery, 
the Tacoma Art Museum, and also as part of an all-queer 
art show, “Look How Far We’ve Come,” presented at 
the Columbia Center’s Sky View Observatory. But the 
ELBO Room, run by Andre Olivie not far from Pena’s 
home on Capitol Hill, is a new, small art space, ideal for 
hosting single-artist exhibits.

“You can expect lots of bright saturated colors, surreal 
narratives, Japanese motifs and decorative techniques, 
and insane avatars,” remarked the artist. “I’ve also 
included new works that explore a slightly different 
approach on how I utilize color relationships in my 
paintings. One of them, titled ‘Black John Doe,’ depicts 
a blurred image of an African American figure. The 
colors have literally been broken down to pixel squares 
—it’s a trip! 

“After practicing art for the past 12 years, I’ve learned 
to harness Japanese motifs and decorative effects in a 
more refined way. I’m learning to take a step back here 
and there. It’s an ongoing learning experience for me.”

Asked about future plans, Peña mentioned staying the 
course on acrylics, plus a few new directions.

“I run a monthly art workshop at the Lab at Ada’s [on 
Capitol Hill] called ‘Acrylic Lab: Drink and Paint.’ It’s a 
lot of fun! I have been working on a few bodies of work 
and looking forward to exploring more art-community 
events. I’m also playing with illuminated wires for neon-
like sculptures and digital art. I’m always posting events 
on my website!” 

Julian Peña’s exhibit of new work opens on Oct. 12 at 
7 p.m. at the ELBO Room, 1633 Bellevue Ave. Suite C, 
on Seattle’s Capitol Hill. For more information, visit 
jpenastudio.com.

Andrew can be reached at info@nwasianweekly.com.

GEMINI MAN from 8

“It’s not a ‘de-aged’ Will Smith,” enthused Smith 
at TechCrunch Disrupt. “It is actually a 100% digital 
character, and the possibilities of that got me really 
excited.” In an interview with the Northwest Asian 
Weekly, Lee explained, “I was pursuing a new media. 
To find an aesthetic of what I believe digital cinema can 
provide, and immerse it with clarity.”

It’s fitting that what you might call digital cloning 
technology was used for a movie about cloning—and 
Lee is not kidding about the clarity. The movie, intended 
for 3D viewing, is gorgeous visually. Lee and his team 
shot the film in ultrahigh resolution, with an ultrahigh 
frame rate. Under such camera conditions, anything out 
of place would stand out. They had to be sure the clone 
looked convincing. “The hardest thing is Junior,” said 
Lee. “Can you make it believable? Physically pretending 
something doesn’t satisfy such media. [Thus] search for 
digital help. So creating Junior from scratch, how do you 
apply true emotion? How do you wrap it with the story 
so people will buy into it? That’s a big step.”

It’s a mind-bending concept that physical reality does 
not look real enough when filming a movie, so we use 
technology to fill in the gaps. The effect in “Gemini 
Man” is beautiful, and not just the clone or the action 
scenes. Water vistas are breathtaking. Colors are crisp 
and clear. Everything is shiny like after a rain. In fact, 
there is a theme of reflection symbolized by water and 
ingenious use of mirrors. The clone is a mirror of Henry. 
Henry doesn’t like to look in mirror because he sees all 
the killing he’s done. The characters gauge targets by 

looking in car mirrors. Mirrors are made by puddles on 
the street, reflecting the person chasing you.

A lot of these visual treats take place at high speed and 
during the fight scenes, which are just to my taste. I like to 
see what’s happening and this movie delivers. The fights, 
choreographed by Filipino American actor, stuntman, 
and fighter Jeremy Marinas, are very natural. You can 
identify every move, and yet this does not slow the fights 
down. Much is being made of Henry and Junior using 
their motorcycles as weapons, but the most impressive 
part to me is the hand-to-hand combat, which is flashy, 
gritty, and real. Marinas’ portfolio includes nominations 
for “The Wolverine” and “Captain America: Civil War.” 
The film’s producer, Jerry Bruckheimer, is also no 
stranger to action, with such blockbusters as “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” and “Bad Boys.” 

It’s a winning team, and there’s a lot going on, 
visually, yet in typical Lee fashion, the emotional and 
philosophical layers of the movie are as challenging as 
the digital effects. 

“I’ve been doing self-conflict, shadow self, fate…
When we see a clone, we ask the question, how real are 
we?” Lee told the Asian Weekly. “I was hoping for the 
pleasure to visualize the internal struggle that you could 
play out visually with a new media.” Nurture versus 
nature. The regrets we hold as we grow older. The desire 
to mentor the next generation. It’s all there.

We asked Lee what he would tell his younger self if 
he, like Henry, got the chance. 

“It’s conflicting,” he replied. “In one way, I would ask 
him to be more grounded. I was a dreamer. I wasted a lot 
of time fantasizing. I wish I was more pragmatic, more 

grounded. I could do better if I made more effort. On 
the other hand, I’m always worried, [so I would] just tell 
him, ‘You’re okay. Everybody is doing their best. We all 
struggle. You can do better. Don’t waste time.’”

The issue of cloning, while ever-present in the movie, 
is not fully flushed out. There’s a good argument in favor 
given by the villain, yet I got the impression that, since 
it’s the villain, we should write it off. Henry is obviously 
disgusted that he’s been cloned, and once he finds out, 
Junior is upset, but there are a lot more issues behind it 
that aren’t just about them. The preference of the good 
guys—that cloning is wrong—feels preachy. But this 
might have more to do with dialogue delivery, which 
is a bit wooden. Smith is his usual self, charming and 
funny, buckling down into the action when necessary, 
yet everyone else rotates stiffly around him. 

What makes “Gemini Man” a breakthrough film, 
though, is that the sum of its parts is greater than each 
part alone. Knowing the painstaking level of effort that 
went into most of those parts makes it a worthwhile 
watch. While the movie covers familiar ground—the 
evil government, the desire to create a “super soldier” 
—the charisma of Smith, the gorgeous camera work 
and digital sorcery of Lee and team Westenhofer, and 
the leave-you-breathless fight choreography of Marinas, 
ensure you won’t feel time passing. “Gemini Man” is a 
fast, enjoyable, and thought-provoking ride. 

Gemini Man opens in theaters nationwide on 
October 11.

Kai can be reached at editor@nwasianweekly.com.
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■ PROFILE

By Kai Curry
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

For Scott Oki, it is important to live 
a life that is challenging. Since retiring 
from Microsoft in 1992, Oki has lived 
by this maxim, continually occupied 
with charitable endeavors through 
the Oki Foundation, and challenging 
himself to grow every day. His latest 
personal project was the writing and self-
publishing of haiku poems. Comprising 
four volumes and a total of 600 haiku, 
these Japanese-style poems penned by 
Oki give us insight into the daily routines 
and over-arching interests of one of our 
homegrown corporate and philanthropic 
legends.

Oki is known for establishing 
Microsoft’s international business, and 
improving its domestic business. With 
the company since its early stages, he 
left as its Senior Vice President of Sales 
and Marketing Service. It should not be 
a surprise that someone with this track 
record of excellence would produce 
excellent results in other activities. 
Oki has produced a fine collection of 
haiku, although he humbly attests, “I’m 
anything but a writer.” Oki, nevertheless, 
set himself the task of writing haiku, 
and did so over a total of three years. 
His goal was to finish by this winter, 
and use the collection in fundraising 
and donor appreciation activities for 
nonprofits he supports, such as Denshō, 
an organization whose mission is 
“to preserve and share history of the 

WWII incarceration of Japanese 
Americans to promote equity and justice 
today.”

Oki is Japanese American, born 
and raised in Seattle. His family came 
from Hiroshima. While he might have 
gravitated towards haiku in part due to it 
being a Japanese art form (he remembers 
only having written haiku once prior to 
this, in elementary school), it was more 
that his parents “provided countless real 
examples of the haiku,” as he states in the 
dedication to volume one. 

“They were very careful about almost 
anything, whether it was the use of 
money or the use of words,” Oki told 
the Northwest Asian Weekly. “For me, it 
was a kind of a lesson. I didn’t realize it 
at the time, because I was too young, but 
looking back…it’s been a real eye opener, 
and it’s provided, at least for me, many 
opportunities to think about some of the 
haiku I would choose to write.”

Oki liked the “formulaic approach” 
required for writing haiku. The 
mathematics of the syllables, arranged 
5-7-5 into three lines, appealed to his 
engineering mind. He found that having 
rules unexpectedly induced him to be 
more creative. 

“I think the beauty, for me, about haiku 
is that it’s reasonably strict in terms 
of its form,” he stated. “Having that 
constraint…was actually almost giving 
me freedom to explore, and to do things 
that I otherwise probably wouldn’t have 
done.” And, the haiku were a welcome 
occupation while Oki had paused in 
writing his memoir (which he now plans 
to return in full force). In sum, he had the 
time, and he wanted a challenge. 

“There are a lot of ways we can spend 
time. There are many ways we can live 
life. I continue to like to live a life that 
is challenging, and I look specifically for 
things to do that are a challenge.”

The haiku are arranged into four 
volumes in an attractively bound boxed 
set. Each volume carries a separate 
dedication and 150 haiku, which Oki 
said are arranged at random, except 
each volume’s final haiku, which has 
a completing tone. Yet, the entire 
experience is open-ended, and the final 
volume. titled “A Final Chapter?” has a 

Former Microsoft executive Scott Oki 
challenges himself to write haiku

Scott Oki

Tim Girvin prepares by hand one of the pages of Scott Oki's haiku. Haiku number 600. 

question mark to imply that Oki may or 
may not publish more. The “O” in Oki, 
brushed across the spines of the four 
volumes, calls to mind the Japanese 
“ensō” symbol – perfect, yet imperfect, 
complete, yet incomplete. So, too, are 
Oki’s haiku, as haiku are meant to be, 
hints of a transitory moment, take of 
them what you will. As Oki says in the 
cover description: “Some of the haiku are 
so personal in nature that you may not 
understand them. That’s okay!” Several 
are specific to his own experience. 
Nevertheless, after reading all of the 
poems, one obtains a definite sense of 
Oki’s life and loves.

It’s a Pacific Northwest life, full of 
concern about our natural habitat, and 
our urban problems. Oki is preoccupied 
with Seattle’s homelessness, and our 
broken education system. 

Teachers of color
Mirror students of color
Vast chasm exists
He is stricken by the plight of our 

wildlife. “We don’t do enough,” he said. 
Mourning her baby
The Orca whale baby’s death
Similar to us

Oki suggested activities such as 
writing haiku as a way to encourage 
deeper thought and more mindful action. 

“I think we all need to take time out on 
occasion to reflect. I don’t think we do 
enough of that…If we did more reflection, 
I think we might end up with more people 
who really cared about things, and we 
might see the needle being moved a little 
bit faster than it is…”

Take care of the Earth
Will life be the death of us?
Abuse it and yes
Next to these troublesome issues are 

Oki’s day-to-day observations of lighter 
subjects: his favorite foods, his hobbies, 
and time spent with his loved ones. There 
are several haiku that act as travelogues 
of trips to Italy, England, and Japan. And 
more than one poem alludes to his career.

Cool nicknames I love
Oki doki and Scotto
Microsoft: The Force
Oki planned the presentation of 

his haiku with long-time friend and 
collaborator, Tim Girvin, principle 
creative director and founder of GIRVIN, 
in Seattle. 

“I’m not an artist,” Oki insists. “I 
might be able to put the words down, but 
to reflect the poetry, and make it come to 
life, for that…I give Tim Girvin and his 
team all the credit.” Together, Oki and 
Girvin achieved just the right aesthetic, 
drawing from both Japanese and 
medieval tradition. For his part, Girvin 
was happy to work with Oki again. 

“He has a special spirit, deep 
experience, and an enthusiasm for the 
exploration of creativity, examination 
of intention, definition of strategy, 
and tactical direction…Open. Wise. 
Energetic. Passionate. He goes with his 
heart. I follow.” 

Over the course of a year, Girvin did 
the calligraphy for each page of haiku 
by hand, using bamboo brushes and 
brush-tipped, broad-edged pens, in 

see OKI on 14

Scott Oki's four volume set of haiku, 
written by Oki and designed by Tim Girvin. 
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SOLUTION from SUDOKU on page 6.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The American Legion

Cathay Post 186
Serving the community since 1946
cathaypost@hotmail.com

HONG LAW FIRM, PLLC 
206-856-8291  honglegal@gmail.com

Bankruptcy Chapter 7   Personal Injury  
Landlord-Tenant  Simple Wills

Frank S. Hong, Attorney at Law
avvo.com 

DONE RITE
CARPET CLEANING

206-487-8236
» PERSONAL INJURY

» AIRLINE DISASTERS

» BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

Mandarin, Cantonese & Korean 
Interpreter available

» WRONGFUL DEATH

» DOG BITES

» PEDESTRIAN ACCIDENTS

206-625-9104
WEBSITE: HLG.LAWYER

$1,000/DAY 
POSSIBLE ONLINE!

(737) 200-1055
www.retirenow2018.com

PSYCHIC PALM & TAROT CARD READINGS
MASTER HEALER & FENG SHUI SPECIALIST

Tell past present, future, helps in love, marriage, 
business. Break your bad luck and troubles.

Re-store good luck.
$10 off reading when you mention this ad

(425) 789-1974

OKI from 7

honor of Japanese tradition. The spacing of each page 
follows the mathematics of the golden mean, and of 
medieval manuscripts. Even the selection of the texture 
of the covers of the books, and the paper for the pages, 
was based on these same influences. Kanji characters 
accompany each haiku, with translations overseen by 
Chie Masuyama. The resulting boxed set is not only a 
successful sensory experience, but also, the reading of 
all 600 haiku is a successful mental exercise, after which 

you feel as if you have been given a gift—the gift of two 
people’s intense caring, for art, for each other, for the 
world at large—and the gift of 600 windows into the life 
of Scott Oki.

Incidentally, Oki’s haiku set is currently only available 
as a gift. Keep a lookout in the future, as Oki may 
include the books as an incentive for giving to one of the 
organizations he holds dear. 

Kai can be reached at editor@nwasianweekly.com.

HMONG NEW YEAR from 4

evil,” Hawj said as a toast, according to the Fresno Bee.
The November attack on a backyard TV football-watching 

party in Fresno killed four Hmong men and wounded six 
other people. No arrests have been made.

Law enforcement was increased at the Fresno Fairgrounds 
for the new year's celebration.

Police Chief Andy Hall told the families of the four slain 
men, that police are committed to finding the killers, the Bee 
reported.

“We will not rest until justice is done,” Hall said.

Hmong fought for the U.S. during the Vietnam War. 
Recruited by the CIA in Laos to fend off communist forces, 
they helped guide U.S. bombing missions and rescued 
downed American pilots, often risking their own lives. 

After the war, many Hmong refugees moved to Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and California, where they settled in the Central 
Valley, Sponsors hoped they could find work there given 
their agricultural background. 

There are about 300,000 Hmong in the U.S. California 
has the most of any state and Fresno has the nation’s second-
largest concentration with about 34,000 people.  

Subscribe to the Northwest 
Asian Weekly $40 for one year. 

Name_________________________
Address _______________________

City ________________State____
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Mail to: NW Asian Weekly  
412 Maynard Ave. S. Seattle, WA 98104 
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
Kitsap Transit

Marine Services Director

Req: BA in transp.mgt, business, 
public admin. or planning; 5 yrs 
increasingly responsible exp in 
marine mgt. including 3 yrs pro-
gram mgt and 3 yrs supervisory 
exp.; equivalent combo of educ. 
& exp.  Sal: $9,494 - $12,761/mo, 
DOE. Appl. packet avail. at http://
kitsaptransit.appone.com/ Dead-
line: 4PM, 01/10/20 EEO/AA

Want to be a part of 
the NWAW team?

Northwest Asian Week-
ly is accepting appli-
cations for freelance 
writers. Send resume 
and writing samples to: 
Ruth Bayang 
editor@nwasianweek-
ly.com.

Wok Chef
Line Cook

High-End Asian restaurant.Need 
good Line Cook with so so Eng-
lish. Looking wok chef to work 
immediately, Little English ok. Hard 
working person, team work. Will 
pay high.  Good benefits, 
healthcare, vacation and bonus. 
Call 206-227-8000.

Fabric Cutter
Experience spreading and cutting 
fabric. Cotton and polyester. Able 
to lift 50/+ lbs. Speaks some Eng-
lish or willing to learn.
Hours 7am – 3:30 Monday – 
Friday
Medical Benefits after 2 months
Parking available or bus nearby
Email peter@mistymtn.com or 
call Todd (206) 763-6762

Subscribe to the North-
west Asian Weekly $40 

for one year.
Mail info to: NW Asian 
Weekly  412 Maynard 
Ave. S. Seattle, WA 

98104 
or call 206-223-0623

Want to be a part of 
the 

NWAW team?
Northwest Asian Week-
ly is accepting appli-
cations for freelance 
writers. Send resume 
and writing samples to: 
Ruth Bayang 
editor@nwasianweek-
ly.com.
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Krista Suh, the inventor of the pink hat. 
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By Kai Curry
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

The day after President Trump’s inauguration, on 
Jan. 21, 2017, the largest single-day protest in U.S. 
history took place in Washington, D.C. It was the 
first Women’s March. On that day, over 450,000 
people marched, while an estimated 3 to 5 million 
men and women participated in other cities across 
the United States. Many of us are familiar with 

see PINK LADY on 15

Krista Suh 
inventor of the 
pussyhat, is all 
about pink

UT Southwestern's Dr. Katrina Mar and Dr. John 
Schoggins used a mouse model for the coronavi-
rus research.

WA researcher helps discover 
protein that could stop COVID-19

By Carolyn Bick
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

As a Filipino woman of mixed heritage who 
immigrated to the United States with her family 
when she was 14 years old, Maria Batayola knows 
what it’s like to simultaneously feel the need for 
feminism and be shut out and alienated by it. 

Batayola was a student at the University of 
Washington, during the Vietnam War era, and 
remembers that veterans and enlisted men would 
hit on her, first in Vietnamese, expecting her to 
understand it, and then in Tagalog, the native 
language of the Philippines, once they learned 
she was Filipina. She learned to navigate these 
interactions, but she always did it in a way that 
would preserve what she calls her “likeability 

see APA VOICES on 16

APA voices in feminism

Asian Pacific Womens Caucus at CID Festival 1979
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Researchers at University of 
Texas Southwestern (UTSW) 
Medical Center, including a Wash-
ington native, have discovered 
a genetic protein in the human 
immune system that impairs the 
coronavirus’ ability to initiate in-
fection, which could lead to treat-
ments for COVID-19. 

Dr. Katrina Mar of Olympia 
,and graduate of Western Wash-
ington University, is a postdoc-
toral researcher in the Schoggins 
lab at UTSW and co-lead author 
of the study. She, along with Dr. 
John Schoggins, associate pro-
fessor of microbiology at UTSW, 
partnered with scientists in Swit-
zerland and New York.

The research team looked at the 

impact of the LY6E protein on se-
vere acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus (SARS-CoV), Middle 
East respiratory (MERS) corona-
virus, and COVID-19. In all three 
cases, the LY6E genetic protein in-
hibited the viruses’ ability to initi-
ate infection.

“Because LY6E is a naturally 
occurring protein in humans, we 
hope this knowledge may help in 
the development of therapies that 
might one day be used to treat 
coronavirus infections,” Schog-
gins said. Like many scientific 
discoveries, this one was a by-
product of another study.

The study is still awaiting peer 
review. Researchers concluded that 
therapies mimicking the LY6E pro-

tein could provide a key defense against coro-
navirus. Similar antiviral fusion inhibitors have 
been successfully used for HIV-1. 

By Staff
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY 

Washington’s presidential primary is too close to 
call, and because all votes there are cast by mail or 
by dropping them off in a ballot box, many ballots 
were marked for candidates who have since dropped 
out of the race.

Initial returns from Washington state show Sen. 
Bernie Sanders and former Vice President Joe Biden 
are both polling at just over 32% in Washington 
state. Sanders has a slight 0.25% lead over Biden.  

Because voters’ ballots only had to be postmarked 
by March 10 or dropped at an election box by 8 p.m. 
on March 10, final results could take days or weeks 
to calculate. 

Sanders, Biden 
virtually tied in 
Washington

Gov. Jay Inslee announced on March 11 
new community strategies and social distanc-
ing plans to minimize COVID-19 exposure, 
particularly in counties hit hardest by the vi-
rus.

Events that take place in King, Snohom-
ish, and Pierce counties with more than 250 
people are now prohibited  by the state. This 
applies to gatherings for social, spiritual, and 
recreational activities. These include but are 
not limited to: community, civic, public, lei-
sure, faith-based, or sporting events; parades; 
concerts; festivals; conventions; fundraisers 
and similar activities.

“We recognize this new limitation will 
impact thousands of people, their plans, and 
their investments in these events,” Inslee said. 
“However, this is one of the most prudent 

see INSLEE on 13

Gov. Inslee issues emergency 
proclamation limiting large events 

Gov. Jay Inslee (center) at a COVID-19 press conference on March 11 with 
County Executive Dow Constantine (left) an ASL interpreter, and Mayor 
Jenny Durkan (right)
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NEW EXHIBIT AT THE WING LUKE
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PINK LADY from 1

that first march and with the iconic “pink 
hats” the protestors wore. 

The Saturday after Trump’s election, Krista 
Suh, Asian American screenwriter, activist, 
and artist, was sitting in her parents’ car on 
the way to a camping trip to celebrate her 
parents’ anniversary. Suh, like many people, 
was agitated by the results of the election. 

“People were really thrown by it,” she 
remembered. “I like to tell people that it was 
so bad that my therapist called to cancel on 
me the next day.” Suh, living then and now 
in Los Angeles, wanted to do something. 
But what? 

News of the Women’s March was already 
bubbling up, and Suh planned to attend. 
But, “I felt there had to be something I 
could do beyond showing up.” Suh had 
lived in New York for college, so she knew 
it would be cold. How about a hat? 

“That felt like it had meaning because I was 
making it with my own hands. I’m a beginner, 
simplistic knitter…If I can make this hat, 
anyone could. That’s when it went from one 
to many. If we all made them, and we all sent 
them in, it would create a sea of pink. That’s 
when I knew I was on to something.”

Suh was indeed on to something. The 
idea of the hat took off. People around 
the country started making them, not just 
Suh and her circle. Before she knew it, 
“ownership” of the hat was pretty much 
out of her hands to the point where, now, 
almost no one knows who thought of it. Suh 
is OK with that. To her, the message of the 
hat is greater than herself. That first year, 
Suh recalled, “When I went to D.C., I would 
see women wear the hats around town, and 
it was such a uniting experience. I didn’t 
know them, but all of the sudden, I felt like I 
did. It felt like a special secret, too, because 
they had no idea that I was the creator of 
it all…A couple of friends insisted that I 
had to take a moment to take it all in. They 
brought me over to this guardrail. I’m only 
five feet tall, and I could see, all the way 
down the (National) Mall, the sea of pink 
was really stunning.”

In honor of International Women’s Day, 
the Northwest Asian Weekly wanted to 
bring Suh’s story to the forefront. Born in 
New Jersey, Suh has lived in Los Angeles 
since she was about 4 years old. Her last 
name comes from her father, who is from 
Korea, while her mother was born in Taiwan, 
yet her family came from Hunan, China. 
Growing up, Suh’s was her grandmother’s 
favorite—with a catch. “Grandmother was 
a very strong woman from Korea. She was 
a doctor. She went to med school in Korea 
and practiced there at a time when female 
doctors were very rare, and yet, there is a 
bias in Asian culture toward men.” 

“It’s too bad you weren’t born a boy,” 
Suh’s grandmother would say to her. “She 
was saying I am the right temperament and 
the right person—but I’m not a boy.”

Given this background, and in spite of 
Suh’s grandmother’s having chosen an 
unconventional career, the response from 
Suh’s parents when she announced she would 
like to be a screenwriter was less than positive. 

“My parents are really awesome, but at 
the same time, in Asian culture, especially 
Asian American culture, there’s this deep-
seated fear that if you veer off the ‘correct’ 
path, you’ll be a loser, a failure, a slacker, a 
hippie…” 

“I think that type of pressure that Asian 
Americans put on themselves and their 
children is very debilitating. At the least, 
it’s quite restricting. We don’t get to allow 
ourselves to do really cool things that make 
history. It was a battle for me to become 
a screenwriter, not just with the typical 
obstacles, but also to deal with the family 
pressure and disappointment.” 

Fast forward to the first Women’s March 
and Suh views her challenges growing up 
and choosing her path as a training ground 

that aligned her closely with her views on 
feminism. 

“Activism often is about standing up to 
those in power because your beliefs differ. 
For me, the first time I had to use that skill, I 
really learned it when I had to ideologically 
fight people who loved me, like my parents. 
Because I’ve done those trials by fire, going 
against Trump—it’s pretty easy.”

So, what is it like wearing the pink hat? 
Suh acknowledges that it makes a person 
stand out, and at the same time, gives 
that person the security of being part of a 
collective whole. 

“It does help to see the hat on other 
people, to feel safer, because I do think it is 
a statement of ‘you are not alone.’” Suh told 
the Weekly about her trip home from the 
first march in D.C. 

“I was seated in the corner window seat 
and, of course, the guy next to me was in 
full Trump regalia…He had his red hat on, 
and I had my pink hat on. I felt the threat 
level go up. I went to the bathroom, and 
some ladies waiting in line for the bathroom 
were like, “We’ve been keeping an eye on 
you. We’ve been looking out for you.’” 

Which brings up the question—does 
the pink hat unite? Some say the Women’s 
March, and the hat, have been “kidnapped” 
by white women. The fact that most 
people are unaware that the creator of the 
hat is AAPI seems to corroborate this. 
Suh counters that giving in to this type 
of thinking only serves to strengthen the 
paradigms of a patriarchal society—that 
we should fight about who “owns” the hat, 
or the march, rather than recognizing that 
anyone can march and anyone can represent 
women, together or alone. 

“I don’t think that there’s one right way 
of doing something, and to do it any other 
way you’re doing it wrong…It’s a strange 
standard to women’s issues that we have 
to be perfectly united, otherwise we’re not 
worth hearing out. Once two women don’t 
get along, it’s a big deal, like a cat fight, 
whereas two white men might argue and 
they’re both respected afterwards…It’s not 
a binary thing…There’s a meta level where 
the questions themselves are sort of boxing 
in feminism.” This does not mean that 
Suh does not recognize the discrimination 
towards AAPI females that still needs to 
be addressed. Yet, “I try to come at it from 
a way where we’re building something 
together versus tearing things apart.”

The color pink, too, Suh does not have 
a problem with. Some within the women’s 
movement have suggested the need to 
create distance from symbols historically 
tied to women. It’s not a new idea. Suh 
reminded us about a time when women 
went the opposite direction and chose blue. 
All we are doing, she claimed, is again, 
giving into the stereotypes of others. 

“I don’t think it’s about the color,” she 
explained. “It’s about our deep-seated 
fear of femininity.” Claims that pink is 
“too girly” or “too undignified” upset 
Suh. “They’re really missing the point 
here. It makes me sad and frustrated that 
somehow we associate whatever is the male 
association to be more dignified, to be taken 
more seriously. [Such as] if I wear blue, I’ll 
be taken more seriously. If I watch sports, 
I’ll be considered more cool. If I don’t spend 
as much money on beauty products, I’ll be 
more respected.” Suh’s webpage is themed 
in pink. And a book she wrote, DIY Rules 
for a WTF World, discusses how women 
can break away from restricting ideas of 
femininity and claim their power and their 

inner creativity. 
“It was important for me to go hard with 

pink and not veer away with that,” she 
insisted.

At the same time, Suh said, do whatever 
you like with the pink hat, also called “the 
pussyhat.” It’s yours. It’s ours. Its hers. It’s 
Asian American. It’s white. It’s LGBTQ. 
It’s whatever women want it to be. Suh 
determined “to have a light hand on the 
pussyhat.” To let it become part of the 
movement and the march. 

“If people wanted to make their own 
color hat, of course, go for it. The reason 
why it’s pink is to be more powerful and 
united, to create that sea of pink together. 
Individually, it stands out…but collectively, 
it can be different shades of pink, it can be 
an amazing, startling statement together. 
There are no rules.” 

Suh is radical in reclaiming pink. In 
saying, femininity does not equate to 
weakness. She is radical in letting herself 
be absorbed by the women’s movement, 
while at the same time, still participating in 
the movement. 

“On one hand, I want the whole world 

to know it was me,” she admitted. “But on 
the other hand, it almost doesn’t matter. So 
many people created it together. Millions of 
women made this hat…I really want to focus 
and acknowledge how it was made by many 
people, but at the same time, I’m also aware 
of how there is a tendency for women not to 
brag about themselves.” That’s when Suh 
says that she would like to be an inspiration, 
“for girls of color, for little Asian girls like 
me, who were told they had to be a doctor 
lest they shame the entire family. It happened 
so quickly…It continues on…” 

Suh has plenty to say, and as an activist, 
artist, and screenwriter, she is adding her 
voice to all of our voices, no matter our 
background, to fight against common 
difficulties as women and as citizens. She 
hasn’t forgotten that the Women’s March 
happens every year, and that we still have 
a long way to go. 

More can be found out about Krista Suh at 
kristasuh.com.

Kai can be reached at 
info@nwasianweekly.com.

Most people are 
unaware that the 
creator of the hat is 
AAPI
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OLYMPIA — Lt. Governor Cyrus Habib 
announced on March 19 that he will not seek 
re-election, and will instead join the Jesuits, a 
religious order of the Catholic Church known 
formally as the Society of Jesus.

“This decision follows two years of careful and 
prayerful discernment. But since that process has 
been almost entirely private, I realize that this will 
come as a major surprise to my constituents and 
supporters,” Habib said in a statement.

Gov. Jay Inslee said that while the news was 
unexpected, “anyone who knows Cyrus is not 
surprised by his commitment to faith. I have no 
doubt his future in the Jesuit priesthood will bring 
much good to a world that needs it right now.”

The son of Iranian immigrants, Habib is the first 
and only Iranian American elected to statewide 

see HABIB on 13

Lt. Governor 
Habib giving up 
office, joining 
the Jesuits

Lt. Governor Cyrus Habib

What started out as a $100,000 donation from 
Vulcan has now turned into the CID Restaurants 
and other Small Businesses Relief Fund. The 
International district (ID) is home to over 400 small 
businesses, including 140 restaurants.

Managed and disbursed by the Chinatown 
International District Business Improvement Area, 
Friends of Little Saigon, and the Seattle Chinatown 
International District Preservation and Development 
Authority (SCIDpda), the fund will distribute money 
directly to small businesses in the ID to help them 
mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This initial contribution will focus on restaurants, 
which have seen a severe decline in business since 
early February. Additional donations raised by this 
fund will be distributed directly to small businesses. 

SCIDpda will act as a fiscal sponsor for this 

see RELIEF FOR ID on 12 

Relief for ID 
restaurants, 
small 
businesses

By Kai Curry
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

The reports are out there. A student in Singapore 
beaten. A Vietnamese curator excluded from an art 
event in London. In New York, an Asian sprayed with air 
freshener. Another kicked in the back. Another punched 

see #WASHTHEHATE on 12

#WashTheHate 
campaign combats 
racism against 
AAPIs spurred by 
the coronavirus

Actor Tzi Ma washes his hands while sending out a message on 
Twitter as part of #WashTheHate campaign.

By Evangeline Cafe
NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY

Most heroes of the pandemic aren’t 
behind a podium. They’re in battle 
behind the scenes—their frustrations 
and anxieties masked by a uniform. 
Facing shortages of equipment, 
supplies, and staff, health care workers 
are feeling the weight of the outbreak 
on their shoulders.

“Everyone on the front lines are 
burnt out in a magnitude of ways,” said 
emergency room technician Missy 
Cruz. “Some of the staff are working 
14- and even 16-hour days to try and 
help combat this virus,” she said. 

Cruz, 32, is a survivor. She is also 
among a legion of health care workers 
trying to contain the spread of the 
novel coronavirus, or SARS-CoV-2. 
The virus causes COVID-19, an acute 
respiratory disease that has led to tens 
of thousands of deaths globally and 
more than 120 deaths in Washington 
state—numbers that are only expected 

to climb. 
Although the majority of those 

infected recover, Cruz understands the 
toll that the disease can take on even a 
young, healthy individual.  

“I was utterly miserable. The fevers 
and body aches were the worst for 
me,” she said. Cruz experienced high 
fevers, body aches, headaches, deep 

chest coughs, and shortness of breath. 
Her fevers ranged between 101.5 and 
103.7 degrees Fahrenheit for eight 
straight days. 

“I could not regulate my fever. 
When I tried to take medication away, 
my fever would shoot back up,” she 

see SURVIVOR on 15 

Survivor urges cooperation, 
unity in fight against COVID-19

A transmission electron microscopic image shows 
an isolate from the first confirmed U.S. case of 
COVID-19. The spherical viral particles, colored blue, 
contain cross-sections through the viral genome, 
seen as black dots. (Photo courtesy: CDC/Hannah A 
Bullock, Azaibi Tamin).

E.R. technician Missy Cruz, 
who recovered from COVID-19, 
is rejoining efforts to contain 
the outbreak. (Photo courtesy: 
Missy Cruz).

On March 24, Gov. Jay Inslee signed a statewide order that 
requires everyone in the state to stay home. The order will last for 
two weeks and could be extended. This Stay Home, Stay Healthy 
order is similar to orders that other governors, in places such as 
California and New York, issued last week. 

This proclamation will: 
• Require every Washingtonian to stay home unless they need 

to pursue an essential activity. 
• Ban all gatherings for social, spiritual, and recreational 

purposes. 
see STAY HOME on 15 

Inslee announces “Stay Home, 
Stay Healthy” order
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• Catering
• Cocktails
• Valet parking
• Banquet facilities

Hours
Sun.-Thurs. 10 a.m.-11 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 1:30 a.m.

655 S. King St. Seattle
206-622-7714 or 622-7372
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TAI TUNGRELIEF FOR ID from 1

project, accepting donations through its 501(c)3. All donations 
are tax-deductible.

Make checks out to CIDpda (SCIDpda’s 501c3 arm) and 
mail to:

Attn: CID Restaurants and other Small Businesses Relief 
Fund
409 Maynard Ave. S., Ste. P2
Seattle, WA 98104

You can also donate online at scidpda.org/cidbizrelief. 

BITCOIN from 3

States, many of the leading voices in the expansion of 
the cryptocurrency industry are Asian Americans.

While cryptocurrency is primarily considered an 
investment vehicle, more Asians are using bitcoin for 
regular transactions. 

Alan Pham, a paralegal and a qualified Vietnamese 
interpreter with the King County District Court, said, 
“I deal with a lot of Asians as part of my work and I’ve 
heard more cases about people using bitcoin to buy 
jewelry for example. In the past, they would just trade 
gold or other jewelry, but now it’s bitcoin.”

Asians have also used bitcoin to send money overseas. 
Banks and money transmittal services often charge 
exorbitant fees for international remittances, especially 

to less developed countries like Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and Laos.

Kim Chi Nguyen, owner of Galleria Nails and Spa in 
Bothell, shared her experience with sending bitcoin to 
her family in Vietnam.

“It was less expensive than sending the money through 
an agent because the fees are a lot less. My family got 
the bitcoin right away, too.”

Nguyen indicated that she would accept payments in 
bitcoin for her nail salon once the technology develops. 
She will not have to wait long as VISA reached an 
agreement in February with Coinbase, the world’s 
largest cryptocurrency exchange, to issue debit cards 
funded by bitcoin. 

Owners of bitcoin can also convert it to cash by 
using a bitcoin ATM machine. One such machine is 

located right outside the Din Tai Fung restaurant in the 
Southcenter mall.

Government agencies in Washington state have tried 
to make the use of bitcoin and other cryptocurrency safer 
for consumers. This state’s Department of Financial 
Institutions regulates virtual currency and defines it 
as money. The Washington State Legislature passed a 
law last year that granted legal authority to blockchains, 
which are the electronic ledgers that record all 
cryptocurrency transactions. The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Western District of Washington has aggressively 
pursued prosecutions against individuals engaged in 
fraud involving bitcoin and cryptocurrency. 

Alexander can be reached at 
info@nwasianweekly.com.

HACHIMURA from 9

Despite the loss, Hachimura’s fans were 
present throughout the arena. Every score 
he made resulted in a louder-than-normal 

cheer from the crowd, even though the 
Wizards were the visiting team. Families 
cheering their Japanese hero, including a 
father donning a Hachimura jersey over 
his regular work clothes and his three kids 

with similar jerseys, went home pleased 
that they were able to see him in person.  

Jason can be reached at 
info@nwasianweekly.com.

#WASHTHEHATE from 1

in the face. Close to home, an Issaquah 
man of mixed race told by a Costco 
employee to “get away” from the food 
samples. University of Washington 
students being harassed, sometimes 
multiple times in a day, and told to wear 
face masks. The message: the coronavirus 
is your fault. The fault of Asians. And 
thus, the fault of Asian Americans. 

The #WashTheHate campaign, 
launched on March 18, aims to “combat 
the rising tide of hatred.” Formed 
by IW Group, an Asian American 
communications agency, and Asian 
American artists, leaders, and 
influencers, the hashtag campaign gives 
victims a voice, raises awareness, and 
presents a united front against racism 
related to the coronavirus. The Weekly 
corresponded with several key players in 
the campaign about what prompted them 
to start the campaign, and what we can 
do to help. 

“Get on social media and let the world 
know this racism is unacceptable. None 
of these acts of violence will change the 
outcome of the spread of this virus,” said 
actor Tzi Ma, participant in the campaign 
and victim of racism. Ma, famous for his 
roles in “Rush Hour” and, more recently, 
“The Farewell,” was standing at a Whole 
Foods store when someone yelled at him 
to get into quarantine. 

Actress Celia Au, seen in “Wu 
Assassins” and “Lodge 49,” has many 
friends who “have been sharing stories 
that are equally horrible and scary…I’ve 

heard about people enduring verbal and 
physical abuse for wearing a mask, not 
wearing a mask, and often, just being of 
Asian descent.” 

Telly Wong, IW Group’s chief content 
officer, said it brought to mind the 
xenophobia and hatred directed towards 
people from the Middle East and South 
Asia after 9-11. It was Wong and IW 
Group who came up with #WashTheHate. 

“Our team was disturbed by the 
growing number of violent assaults and 
hate crimes against Asian Americans 
as the coronavirus began to spread 
throughout the United States. We were 
in a unique position to help bring like-
minded people together in order to raise 
awareness about this issue.” 

They created a webpage, washthehate.
com, and have put out a call for videos 
in which participants are asked to record 
themselves washing their hands (has to be 
long enough to sing “Happy Birthday”), 
while sharing stories about how they 
have been impacted by the virus. The 
videos are then posted on social media, 
with the #WashTheHate hashtag, and the 
links are shared with the campaign.

Ma and others spearheading the 
campaign have already made theirs. 

“Hate will get you sick. Even if the 
virus doesn’t,” Ma says while washing 
his hands. “A time like this is not the 
time to discriminate,” reminds Au in her 
20-second video. “The virus definitely 
doesn’t.”

“We’d like the Asian American 
community to share their stories on social 
media and ask the broader community to 

watch and share them. We’re trying to use 
transparency to combat misinformation,” 
said Wong. “Please spread the word,” 
urged Au. “In this time of crisis, the 
only way we can get better is by working 
together. Practice tolerance. Practice 
empathy…We can only defeat COVID-19 
by remaining united.”

The president’s insistence on calling 
the coronavirus the “Chinese Virus” 
doesn’t help. But there are ways to fight 
words with better words. 

“Rally rights groups of all ethnicities 
to condemn and stem racist rhetoric, 
especially from our so-called leaders,” 
said Ma. “Call them out on it. Hold them 
accountable.” 

“We’ve seen this before during the 
AIDS crisis in the 90’s, when gay men 
were targeted as the cause and reason 
for the spread of HIV, and we know that 
not to be true,” continued Au. “So, why 
does this discrimination persist? Partly 
because it comes from our leadership, 
whether they are complicit in their speech 
or silence. It is their responsibility to 
proactively educate the public that these 
behaviors and actions are not right.”

IW Group and others leading the 
campaign have been directly affected by 
the shutdowns enacted to stop the spread 
of the virus, the stalled movie launches 
and the closed cinemas. 

“Our clients include every major 
studio in Hollywood, so these delays 
have directly impacted our agency,” 
Wong shared. Ma, who stars in the much-
anticipated live action version of “Mulan,” 
now postponed, said, “It’s right and the 

responsible thing to do. Audiences will 
see our film and will enjoy it later.” 

While we wait, Ma suggested ways 
to support art and artists. “Enjoy all 
the shows we’ve worked on, on all the 
streaming services, if you haven’t seen it, 
or see it again. Search for your favorite 
AAPI actors, writers, and directors. You 
will find many. Alan Yang’s film, and his 
directorial debut, will be on Netflix on 
April 10. Streaming it in huge numbers 
will ensure more storytelling from our 
talented artists.”

Au commented on the unsettling news 
that doctors and nurses are running out of 
resources and supplies. 

“They are our saviors, fighting an 
invisible enemy…How can we get them 
what they so desperately need? We need 
to protect our guardian angels, because if 
they are not healthy and safe, how can we 
possibly expect them to protect and help 
us?”

In a time of fear, people lash out. For 
some, a time like this is an opportunity to 
flaunt feelings they’ve harbored all along. 
And like Ma said, we can “call them out 
on it.” For others, the hate is a wild and 
impersonal thing. But that doesn’t make 
it hurt any less. 

“People need to consider what would 
happen if tables were turned,” said Au. 
“What if you were being attacked based 
on culture or ethnicity? Would you be 
OK with this? If not, then why cause this 
to others?” 

Kai can be reached at 
info@nwasianweekly.com.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-888-360-1582.

RECENTLY DIAGNOSED with Lung Cancer & 60+ 
years old? Call now! You & your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 844-536-0393. Free 
consultation. No risk.


