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Sunday summer kicks
Sunday at Loop Field in Shelton, Gilo Ahilon of Shelton-based Ajax kicks the ball past Alex Lopez of 
Liverpool from Aberdeen during a Friendship League match. Journal photo by Shawna Whelan

By Justin Johnson
justin@masoncounty.com

The Fourth of July lands on a Thursday this 
year, meaning for many it will be a lengthy four-
day weekend.

The long weekend means that the parks and wa-
terways of Mason County, as well as around the 
state and nation, are likely to be crowded. 

From July 5 to 7, the National Association of 
State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) will 
coordinate a national awareness and enforcement 
campaign to reduce the number of alcohol- and 
drug-related boating accidents. 

The campaign, Operation Dry Water, is con-
ducted in partnership with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
safety educators and local, state and federal law 

enforcement agencies.
The Mason County Sheriff’s Office’s Marine En-

forcement Unit will be deployed in waters around 
the county as part of the national campaign.

“The Sheriff’s Office Marine Enforcement Unit 
participates in Operation Dry Water every year; 
2019 is no exception,” Sgt. Trevor Severance, head 
of MCSO’s marine unit, said. “The unit will be de-
ployed on waterways within the county, of which I 
will not make public. Our teams will be contacting 
recreational boaters to conduct safety inspections, 
address violations and ensure everyone is boating 
safely and following the law. Violations such as not 
having the proper type and number of serviceable 
flotation devices, and the lack of the mandatory 
boater education card will be cited.”

In Washington, it is illegal to use any substance 
that impairs a person’s ability to operate a boat. 
The law applies to all watercraft, including kayaks, 
canoes, rowboats and inflatable fishing rafts. State 
law allows law enforcement officers to require sus-
pected intoxicated boaters to submit to a breath or 

blood test. Refusing to submit to a test is a civil 
infraction with a maximum fine of $2,050. The pen-
alty for operating a boat under the influence is a 
gross misdemeanor punishable by a maximum fine 
of $5,000 and up to 364 days in jail. Additionally, a 
BUI is considered a prior offense if there are later 
convictions for driving under the influence (DUI).

“If an operator is suspected of boating under 
the influence, the marine enforcement deputy will 
conduct a series of field-sobriety tests similar to a 
DUI on land to determine impairment,” Severance 
said. “If the operator is arrested for BUI, the boat 
may be released to a sober, licensed operator or im-
pounded.”

The state parks release states that, according to 
the U.S. Coast Guard, boating under the influence 
is the leading-known factor in fatal recreational 
boating accidents.

“Boating under the influence has been a contrib-
uting factor in many vessel collisions and incidents 

Campaign targets boating under influence
MCSO participates July 5-7 in 
nationwide ‘Operation Dry Water’

THE FAR POST

Last week, ESPN reported the 
Tampa Bay Rays received 
permission from Major League 

Baseball to explore a plan to play 
home games in both Tampa Bay, 
Florida, and Montreal.

In the word of a popular internet 
meme.

Wut?
According to 

the story, the 
Rays have been 
trying to build a 
new stadium in 
Tampa Bay or 
nearby St. Pe-
tersburg for more 
than a decade, but 
have repeatedly 
come up against 
headwinds — both 
financially and 
politically. 

Enter Montreal businessmen Ste-
phen Bronfman and Mitch Garber.

Bronfman, the son of former 
Montreal Expos owner Charles Bron-
fman, and Garber have reached an 
agreement with a developer for a po-
tential stadium site in Montreal.

If the plan were to take hold, the 
Rays would play the opening half of 
the season in the warm climate of 
Florida before heading north dur-
ing the summer months. Which city 
would host the postseason would be 
up for discussion. 

The fact that the plan, which 
seems extremely far-fetched, has 
become public knowledge feels like 
it’s most likely just another stage of 
those long-desired plans for a new 
stadium in Tampa Bay. 

Anchorage 
Mariners 
of Seattle
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