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Three-peat
Othello senior Perez
wins third title 
B4

 MAT CLASSIC
First-timers

Seniors Laird, Mendez
win state championships 

B4
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Moses Lake junior Jonathan Tanguma celebrates winning the 4A 113-pound state championship during Mat Classc XXXII at the Tacoma 
Dome on Saturday.

2 to Tango
By CONNOR VANDERWEYST
Sports Editor

TACOMA — Bloodied and 
bruised, Jonathan Tanguma 
spread his arms and let out 
a yell that betrayed his 113-
pound frame.

A lifelong goal had been 
achieved.

State champion.
Tanguma scored a reversal 

late in the third round of his 
4A championship final against 
Davis’ Jaden Sanchez to win 7-5.

“I just knew I had to get out 
(from the bottom) and when 
we were both up and he was 
behind me I hooked that leg 
and I just put all my weight on 
him,” Tanguma said. “I knew 
if I just kept the pressure on 

that I’d get my points and I’d 
win my match.”

Sanchez had won the previ-
ous two match-ups at districts 
and regionals, the first ending 
Tanguma’s bid for a perfect 
season. And, for a moment, 
it looked like Sanchez would 
win for a third Saturday in 
a row. The Davis sophomore 
took Tanguma down with less 
than a minute to wrestle in the 
third round to gain a 5-4 lead. 

Tanguma stayed aggressive 
from the bottom position and 
earned a stall point after the 
final reset to even the match. 
On their feet in a tied match, 
Tanguma was able to hook 
his opponent’s leg and wind 
up on top after the subse-
quent tumble.

“He changed things up,” 
head coach Jaime Garza said. 
“We were really attacking 
the guy’s opposite hand. 
Chopping, chopping, chop-
ping, getting him away from 
his tie, which was controlling 
Jon that entire match last 
week... I talked to him on 
Wednesday and said we’ve got 
to chop that hand and circle, 
chop, circle. Don’t let that 
guy get comfortable hanging 
on your head and I think he 
did a great job of that.”

Tanguma hardly breezed 
to the finals. The three-time 
state placer had to outlast 
freshman Mitchell Neiner of 
South Kitsap in the quarter-
finals 8-6 in sudden victory 
and grind out a 5-2 decision 

against Alejandro Fernandez 
of Sunnyside in the semifinals. 
Tanguma fell behind 2-0 in 
the semis before scoring four 
points in the third round to 
advance to his first state finals.

He would not be denied.
“This is what I’ve dreamt 

about since middle school,” 
Tanguma said. “I wanted to be 
a state champ and I finally did 
it and just having my friends, 
my teammates, my family 
right behind me the whole way 
it meant a lot.”

Moses Lake placed fifth as 
a team. A respectable improve-
ment from a season ago, but 
still not what the coaching 
staff had in mind, especially 

Late reversal the difference in Tanguma’s state championship win 
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Moses Lake junior Zachary Washburn gets set for the 100-yard free-
style finals on Saturday at King County Aquatic Center in Federal Way.

By CASEY MCCARTHY
Sports Writer

FEDERAL WAY — Moses 
Lake wrapped up its season 
at the King County Aquatic 
Center in Federal Way this 
weekend at the 4A state meet. 
Junior Zachary Washburn 
grabbed a pair of top-three 
finishes on the weekend 
to lead the Chiefs, taking 
twelfth-place overall.

In the finals of the 100 
freestyle, Washburn grabbed 
a second-place finish with a 
time of 45.96. Glacier Peak’s 
Matthew King took first with 
an Olympic-qualifying time of 
43.24, which broke a nearly 
30-year-old state record in the 
process.

Washburn grabbed the 
Moses Lake school record 
in the 50 freestyle, a goal 
the junior had been pushing 
toward all season. Washburn’s 
time of 20.81 seconds was good 
enough to finish third in the 
finals on Saturday. King put up 
an absurd time of 19.81 in the 
50 freestyle to take first.

Moses Lake assistant 
coach Linden Williams said 
Washburn is the team’s most 
elite athlete, but that he brings 
a humility that allows the 
group around him to want to 
train at his level. Williams 
said, while the coaching staff 
can help develop a plan, the 
work ethic and drive has to 

Washburn finishes 
second, third at state

See WRESTLING, B4

See SWIM, B4

By CASEY MCCARTHY
Sports Writer

MOSES LAKE — 
Moses Lake kept its 
momentum going on 
Friday, cutting down its 
own net after claiming 
the District 6 champion-
ship against Sunnyside 
54-44. 

Leading by 12 at the 
half, the Chiefs’ advan-
tage ballooned to as 
much at 18 in the game. 
The visitors turned on 
a 3-point barrage late, 
but the top seed in the 
Columbia Basin Big Nine 
held on late to secure the 
win. With the win, Moses 
Lake head coach Matt 
Strophy emphasized the 
importance that extra 
day off is for his girls as 
they get set for the next 
stage of the postseason.

“We’ve been there 
before, and we’re excited, 
ready to get back out 
there,” he said.

The Chiefs will face 
Decatur on Saturday, 
4 p.m., at Big Bend 
Community College in 
their regional match-up.

La Salle 50, Warden 
47

KENNEWICK — The 
Cougars suffered their 
first loss of the season 
on Saturday in the SCAC 
district championship to 
La Salle 50-47. Defending 
state champion La Salle 
utilized its big-game 
experience, taking a 
nine-point advantage 
into the half. Warden 
head coach Josh Madsen 
said the Cougars played 
well in the third quarter, 
trimming into the lead. 
The La Salle defense was 
stout all game, holding 
the Cougars to under 15 
percent from the field as 
a team.

“They are defending 
state champs for a rea-
son,” Madsen said.

Jaryn Madsen led 
Warden with 16 points 
on five made 3’s; 
Kiana Rios added 11. 
The Cougars will face 
off against King’s on 
Saturday, noon, at Big 
Bend as they open up the 
next round of the post-
season. Josh Madsen said 
the Cougars will learn 
from their first fall this 
season and get better.

Boys basketball

La Salle 63, Royal 39
KENNEWICK — The 

Knights’ season came to 
end Saturday as La Salle 
took care of business, 
63-39, in the third-place 
game at River View High 
School. 

Malachy Caffrey 
led La Salle with 33 
points, seven assists 
and seven boards. 
Cooper Christensen led 
the Knights with 12 
points, adding a pair of 
rebounds. Carter Dorsing 
and Caleb Christensen 
both finished with 10.

Royal head coach Ray 
Valle said his team made 
a lot of strides over the 
season, but just ran out 
of time in the end. Valle 
said he’s excited to see 
this team grow in the 
offseason.

Odessa 78, Selkirk 
34

DEER PARK — 
Odessa continued its run 
toward a perfect sea-
son with a win against 
Selkirk, 78-34, in the 
District 7 championship.

Ryan Moffet scored 
33 points for the Tigers, 
who turned an 11-9 
first-quarter deficit 
into a 36-15 halftime 
time. Odessa outscored 
Selkirk 27-4 in the sec-
ond quarter.

Marcus King added 10 
points for the Tigers.

Prep roundup: 
Chiefs win District 
6 championship


