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Soccer hopes to build on win

Making a racket

Track & Field  
is off & running
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartans capped a tough week 
with a solid victory Saturday.

After suffering a pair of 5-0 losses — 
March 19 at Shorewood and March 22 
at Meadowdale — Stanwood pieced to-
gether a wire-to-wire 3-2 win at Everett.

“We’ve been working a lot on pos-
session and moving in open space,” 
head coach Steve Brown said. “We 
saw improvement against Shorewood 
and Meadowdale, but on Saturday it 
all connected.”

Preston Fekkes intercepted a 
Seagull defender’s pass to his keeper 
to put the Spartans up 1-0. The junior 
scored again just before half, but Ev-
erett answered just before recess.

In the second half, the Spartans crisply 
moved the ball around to Ben Dahlberg, 
who fired a laser to the far post to put 
Stanwood up 3-1, Brown said. Though 

the Spartans coughed up another quick 
answer by Everett, they were able to 
bleed the clock to seal the win.

In the team’s two losses last week 
“we were getting beat on our own 
mistakes,” Brown said. “We’d play a 
bad ball or make a bad pass and the 
other team would punish us for that 
bad decision.”

But if the Spartans put together a 
solid performance like on Saturday, 
Brown said he likes their chances as 
the season progresses.

“They’re starting to get this system 
we’re deploying,” he said. 

Stanwood will welcome back sever-
al varsity players this week, including 
forward Shintaro Wilcox. The Spartans 
host Mountlake Terrace at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday — the team’s home finale 
and Senior Night due to construction 
at the stadium starting. Stanwood then 
travels Friday to Cedarcrest. 

Baseball
Stanwood looks to rebound this 

week after being swept by Marysville-
Pilchuck last week.

The Spartans start a three-game 

series with Everett at home Tuesday. 
Stanwood then travels to Everett on 
Wednesday and hosts the Seagulls 
again Friday — both of these games 
will air on TCSNsports.com.

“I think we can shake off that last 
week and put these lessons to the test 
this week,” head coach Matt Brennan 
said of the trio of losses to the Tom-
mies: 12-1 on March 19, 9-5 on March 
20 and 15-0 on March 22.

In the opener, Preston Pierce went 
2-for-3 with an RBI and a stolen base 
for Stanwood’s only offense. The bats 
picked up a bit the next day, account-
ing for seven hits — including doubles 
from Pierce and Brandon Duncan, and 
RBIs from Pierce and Ethan Kemp 
and Braden Joyner.

“That was a good, competitive 
game,” Brennan said. “We just had 
one bad inning where we gave them 
too many opportunities.”

In the finale, the Spartans (1-5) 
managed to collect just one hit, break-
ing up the no-hitter with two outs in 
the fifth inning. 

 ■ SEE ROUNDUP, B2

By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

In the span of eight grueling days, the 
Spartans knocked out one-third of their 
season schedule — but so far, so good.

“By the end of this week we’ll be more 
than halfway done,” head coach Sean Cun-
ningham said. “The schedule has been a 
little funky this year.”

After this week, the Spartans will have 
eight matches under their belt since March 
14. However, they play their final seven 
matches over a far more leisurely 36 days.

“Even with all that, we’re doing pretty 
well,” Cunningham said. “We were able 
to mix it up last week with our singles and 
doubles to relieve some of their workloads.”

The Spartans won three of four matches 
last week, and had plenty of highlights in 
their lone loss — a 5-2 defeat Thursday to 
Snohomish.

“Maddy (Rueckert) and Shawna (Lingrey) 

beat their No. 1 doubles team, one of the 
best in the region,” Cunningham said. 
“That’s a good head-to-head win. That’s 
huge to build on.”

Lingrey, a senior who has played varsity 
tennis for the past three seasons, said the 
pairing with Rueckert, a junior, came sud-
denly.

“I’m usually a singles player,” Lingrey 
said. “Maddy and I had never really played 
that much together. But with each set, we 
improved. I think we might team up more 
this year.”

After battling to win the opening set 7-6, 
the duo dropped the second set 3-6. 

 ■ SEE TENNIS, B2

WDFW seeks public 
comment on Skagit 
Wildlife Area 

Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife will 
hold a public open house 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 28, at the Padilla 
Bay Visitor Center, 10441 
Bayview Edison Road, 
west of Burlington, to kick 
off a planning process for 
the Skagit Wildlife Area 
and take comments about a 
proposed management plan 
for the next 10 years, not 
specific actions.

The wildlife area consists 
of 17,000 acres in Skagit, 
Snohomish, Island and San 
Juan counties with estuar-
ies, wetlands, agricultural 
habitat, natural areas for 
sensitive species and other 
habitat valuable to water-
fowl, shorebirds and juve-
nile salmon. About 12,000 
acres of the wildlife area is 
estuary in Skagit County. 
Stations will set up at the 
open house to showcase the 
different wildlife areas.

To read about the wildlife 
area, visit wdfw.wa.gov/
lands/wildlife_areas/skagit.

Poor smelt run 
doesn’t justify fishery

Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife manag-
ers projected in January 
a poor 2019 smelt return, 
which would not likely 
support a fishery. Smelt re-
turned to the Cowlitz River 
earlier this month but, as 
predicted, not in substantial 
enough numbers to justify a 
fishery this year, according 
to said Laura Heironimus, a 
WDFW fish manager. Smelt 
along the Pacific Coast were 
listed as threatened under 
the federal Endangered Spe-
cies Act in 2010. 

Comment on plans for 
ocean salmon fisheries

Fish managers have 
developed options for 
Washington’s ocean 
salmon fisheries that reflect 
concerns over chinook 
stocks and optimism about 
improved returns of coho 
projected this year.

The three options for 
ocean salmon fisheries 
were approved in March 
for public review by the Pa-
cific Fishery Management 
Council (PFMC), which 
establishes fishing seasons 
in ocean waters three to 200 
miles off the Pacific coast.

The public can comment 
on proposed salmon fisher-
ies at wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/
northfalcon, where a list of 
scheduled public meetings 
will be posted.

Spartan tennis thriving during cram-packed 
first half of their regular season schedule

MORE ONLINE
See our photo gallery from this event at 
SCnews.com

Avery Zill serves to Snohomish’s 
Grace Flitsch during her 6-2, 6-3 win 
Thursday. Zill has yet to drop a set 
this season.

PhotoS by Evan CaldwEll | Stanwood Camano nEwS

Maddy Rueckert returns a volley as doubles partner Shawna Lingrey backs her up during their win Thursday.

Highlights of the week
Caden Carrigan had 3 lifetimes PR’s on Thursday ... Ka-

leb Danielson had a career high jump of 5’11” ... Newcomer 
Jordan Wilson has a PR os 148’1” to win the javelin for 
the Sparts on Thursday vs Snohomish and Mount Vernon 
Christian. 

Athletes of the meet
Senior Wyatt Tayon had a grand Thursday winning both 

the shot put and discus. He threw a lifetime PR of 138’3”. 
Junior Anna Schander had a strong day in the throw, too. 
She had with career PRs in javelin and discus, which she 
won.

Event of the week: Throwers
Spartan throwers collected several lifetime PRs, including 

Gabe Heckman (discus 112’2”), Cole Carrigan (shot 28’8.5” 
& javelin 97’), Jordan Wilson (shot 35’4” and javelin 148’1”), 
Austin LaFontaine (shot 27’3.5” and discus 67’3”), Nathan 
Conway (javelin 129’), Anna Schander (javelin 70’8” and 
discus 96’), Hallie Moses (discus 55’4” and shot 31’2.5”).



Heavyweights 
Siva, Schander 
out-muscling 
foes early on
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

Two of the state’s top 
wrestlers share the 
same team, same mat 
and same practice 

partner.
“It’s iron sharpening iron,” 

Spartan senior Chanel Siva 
said of her and teammate Anna 
Schander. “Every day, we’re 
going against each other and 
getting better. We should see 
each other in the finals of every 
tournament this season, I truly 
believe that.”

Siva, the defending state 

champion at heavyweight, is 
7-0 this season and ranked No. 
1 in the state by washington-
wrestlingreport.net. Schander is 
ranked No. 6 and is 9-1 — her 
lone loss was to Siva.

The two won each of their 

matches by pin on Thursday, 
Dec. 19, at the home Stanwood 
Scramble. However, Schander 
had to recover from an early 
takedown by changing the tone 
in the ring.

“It made me mad,” the senior 

said afterward of being brought 
down. “I said to myself that it 
was go time.”

Seconds after “go time,” 
Schander earned the pin.

“Anna has that desire to 
never lose, you can see it on her 
face,” head coach Todd Free-
man said.

It all starts in the practice 
room, they said.

“I still think I need to be 
more aggressive with my 
moves and hitting them faster,” 
Schander said. “I need to keep 
working hard at practice, and 
conditioning with Chanel.”

Freeman, who sometimes 
has to step in to demonstrate 
technique during practice as a 
bridge between the taller Schan-
der and the shorter Siva, said 
both state-caliber girls need to 
continue fine-tuning their skill-
sets in order to return to the Mat 
Classic.

 ■ SEE FORCE, B2
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Chloe Santeford finishes off a fast break 
against Edmonds-Woodway on Dec. 18.

Anna Schander drives her opponent to the ground during 
the scramble on Dec. 19. Schander won by pin.

PhotoS by Evan CaldwEll | Stanwood Camano nEwS

Chanel Siva throws her opponent during the five-team Stanwood Scramble on Dec. 19. Siva won by pin.

FULL  FORCE

Boys hoops earn 2 wins
Girls basketball 
drops pair of games

By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartan boys basketball team 
opened league play with victories at 
Edmonds-Woodway and Archbishop 
Murphy last week.

“Two tough road wins, we’ll take that,” 
head coach Zach Ward said. 

Stanwood (3-2 overall, 2-0 league) 
opened the week with a 60-55 victory 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 over Edmonds-

Woodway. The Spartans, who trailed 26-
25 at half, pulled away in the second half.

“Jake (Cleary) got it going in the third 
quarter,” Ward said of the junior who led 
the team with 24 points and 12 boards. 
Cort Roberson added 16 points and five 
rebounds; Kaeden McGlothin scored 12 
and grabbed seven boards; and Cam Ev-
erett had five points and 10 rebounds.

On Friday at Archbishop Murphy, the 
Wildcats defense swarmed Cleary, free-
ing up Roberson.

“Archbishop tried taking Jake away, 
but the guys did a good job finding Cort,” 
Ward said of the junior who led the team 
with 29 points — 21 in the first half.

The Spartan defense caused 30 turn-
overs in the 63-40 victory. Everett added 

15 points and McGlothin had 10.
“They’re getting the defensive stuff 

figured out,” Ward said. “I think the kids 
realize they’ll need to defend to win. 
We just need to keep doing what we’ve 
established and start strong, play with 
urgency.”

The Spartans next head to the Blaine 
Holiday Tournament on Dec. 27-28 
where they’ll face Blaine (5-1) and 
Lummi Nation (5-1).

Girls Basketball
The Spartans dropped a pair of league 

games last week to Edmonds-Woodway 
and Archbishop Murphy.

 ■ SEE ROUNDUP, B2

Hatchery Steelhead 
fishing stopped in Stilly

The Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
closed the main stem Stillagua-
mish and the North Fork Still-
aguamish rivers to retention of 
hatchery steelhead on Dec. 19 
until further notice.

Hatchery steelhead caught in 
the following locations must be 
released:

• Stillaguamish River, 
from the mouth upstream to 
confluence of the North Fork 
Stillaguamish and South Fork 
Stillaguamish rivers.

• North Fork Stillagua-
mish River, from the mouth 
upstream to Swede Heaven 
Bridge.

The change was because the 
Whitehorse Ponds hatchery 
does not have adequate early 
winter steelhead brood stock 
on hand to meet egg-take 
goals, according to WDFW. 
Fishing will reopen if egg-
take goals are met. Retention 
of wild steelhead is unlawful 
statewide. 

Winter crabbing 
season extended 
through January

The winter crabbing season 
has been extended again.

The waters around Stanwood 
and Camano Island reopened 
late last month to sport crab-
bing include marine areas 8-1 
(Deception Pass, Hope Island, 
and Skagit Bay) and 8-2 (Port 
Susan and Port Gardiner).

State wildlife officails had 
planned to close crabbing 
at the end of December, but 
announced last week it will 
stay open through the end of 
January.

“After evaluation of crab 
harvest data from the 2019 
winter season, state and tribal 
co-managers agree that the 
crab abundance in Marine Ar-
eas 8-1 and 8-2 can support an 
additional in-season increase 
to the harvest shares,” officials 
said in a news release. 

In each area, crabbing will 
be allowed seven days a week. 
Sport crabbers are reminded 
that setting or pulling traps 
from a vessel is only allowed 
from one hour before sunrise 
through one hour after sunset.

The daily limit is five 
Dungeness crab, males only, 
in hard-shell condition with a 
minimum carapace width of 6 
1/4 inches. Crabbers may also 
catch six red rock crab of either 
sex per day with a minimum 
carapace width of 5 inches, and 
six Tanner crab of either sex 
with a minimum carapace of 4 
1/2 inches.

— SC News staff
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Girls place 
7th in huge 
tournament
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartans emerged 
from a 25-team scrum in 
West Seattle with a statement 
victory to open the season on 
Saturday.

Stanwood boys wrestling 
seized first place at the Return 
of the Seahawk tournament 
at Chief Sealth High, edging 
Ingraham High 165-163.5 for 
the crown. Eight of the eleven 
Spartan wrestlers placed in the 
event.

“I thought it might be too 
much to ask for the first event 
of the year, but they rose up 
and got it done,” head coach 
Ray Mather said.

Five Spartans won their 
weight class bracket, in-
cluding Tyler Rhue, Bryan 
Roodzant, Keaton Mayernik, 
Isaac Ortega and Riley Van 
Scoy. Mason Ferguson added 
a third-place finish; and Will 
Inghram and Chris Tabor 
claimed fifth place finishes.

Stanwood entered the medal 
rounds trailing Ingraham High 
by 20 points.

“We needed to win all five 
championship matches and 
have bonus points on at least 
four of them,” Mather said.

All but one Spartan won 
by pin.

“What a way to start the 
season,” Mather said. “We 
have a good mix: good leader-
ship from the seniors, good 
contributions from the fresh-
men, good battling across the 
board.”

In the semifinal round, Van 
Scoy broke the state career 
pin record, which was 112. 
The senior now has 114 and 
counting.

Stanwood travels Tuesday 
to Jackson High, Thursday to 
Lake Stevens and Saturday 
to the Spud Walley at Sedro 
Woolley High.

 ■ See ROundup, B2

By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartans found a formula for suc-
cess.

Lots of ball movement, sticking with 
defensive assignments and crashing the 
boards have proven a powerful potion for 
scoring runs in Stanwood’s first two games 
of the season last week.

“We just need to stick with it,” head 
coach Trent Adams said.

The game plan paid dividends in a 58-40 
win over Anacortes on Dec. 3. It was also 
clicking for most of the game at Kamiak 
on Dec. 5.

“We led for 31 minutes of the game,” 
Adams said of the 40-38 loss to the 
Knights. “Those kinds of losses are always 
tough, but I don’t mind if they’re early in 
the season and we learn a lot from them.”

In the win over Anacortes, most of the 
Spartans offensive possessions saw six to 
nine passes.

“The ball movement was amazing — 
not just the ball, but with bodies,” he said. 
“Most of the time we ended with an open 
shot.”

But late in the game at Kamiak, the Spar-
tans got away from their new game plan.

 ■ See GIRlS, B2

Boys hoops nearly battle 
out of early hole in opener
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

This is not a team of firefighters.
They tried different defenses. They called some 

timeouts. They tried changing the pace of the game.
But nothing, it seemed, could extinguish Lake-

wood’s shooters. They were on fire.
The Cougars shot a blistering 8-of-9 from beyond the 

arc in just the first quarter, building a 28-8 lead and even-
tually holding on for a 82-76 season-opening victory on 
dec. 4. lakewood finished the game with 15 triples.

“A couple of their shooters got wide-open looks 
early and developed a confidence that carried over,” 

head coach Zach Ward said. 
“Credit to them though, it wasn’t 
like we didn’t do anything and 
gave them shots, they for sure 
made plays.”

Stanwood responded in the 
final three quarters, clawing back 
to within a point late in the third.

“Our ability to comeback 
and make it a game shows the 
resilience and talent that this group has,” Ward said. 
“We just need to figure out how to apply it to all 32 
minutes.”

Jake Cleary led the charge, scoring 31 on 9-of-14 
shooting and 8-of-8 from the free throw line. Cort 
Roberson added 18, including shooting 9-of-11 from 
the charity stripe; and Cam everett scored 12.

 ■ SEE BOYS, B2
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Kaeden McGlothin drives into the paint during Stanwood’s 
82-76 loss to Lakewood on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019.

Madi Plautz scores two of her  
game-high 21 points on Dec. 3.

PhotoS by Evan CaldwEll | Stanwood Camano nEwS

Grace Walker races to the hoop on a breakaway during Stanwood’s 58-40 home victory on Dec. 3.

Comeback falls short

RIGht DIRECtION

Wrestlers 
claim 1st 
to open 
season

Girls hoops opens with big win, tough loss, 
but is figuring out what it takes to succeed



By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

T he deafening roar spoke 
volumes.

Inside the confines 
of the Stanwood 

Camano YMCA pool Thursday 
afternoon, the Spartans were fin-
ishing strong in just about every 
event during a three-team meet 
— with each final leg building 
to a boisterous crescendo by 
teammates and the home crowd.

“When you’re in the water, 
you can hear the muffles (of the 
screams), but to know that all 
your friends and teammates are 
supporting you, it does make 
you go faster,” senior Hannah 
Lull said. 

The Spartans harnessed that 
energy to help swim their way 
to a 116-53 win over Everett 
and a 109-61 victory over 
Cascade. 

“The atmosphere was incred-
ible,” head coach Rita Peterson 
said. “It was super loud. A lot 
of fun.”

It’s something that’s been 

building since the YMCA 
opened four years ago. The 
seven Spartan seniors — Lull, 
Haylee Wilcox, Rylee Stuller, 
Sarah Schmidt, Kelsey McFall, 
Jetlynn Hau and Lauren Brager 
— have all been with the pro-
gram since they were among the 
first to dive into the new pool. 

“They’re all four-year 

seniors, and they ended last 
season really strong,” Peter-
son said. “They really want to 
experience state and break some 
school records.”

Lull said the team wants to 
continue dropping times while 
fine-tuning their relay teams.

“I think we’re on the right 
track,” she said. “We’re faster 

now than we were at this point 
last year.”

Part of the increased speed is 
due to an increase in offseason 
training, something that’s been 
steadily growing over the past 
four years, Lull said. 

“Every year, we’ve gotten 
closer — more team dinners, 
more bonding, more offsea-
son training,” she said. “I had 
doubts (about sticking with 
the team) in my sophomore 
year, but I’m glad I stuck with 
it. It’s a highlight of my high 
school career. I’ve gained lots 
of confidence and became close 
friends with so many of my 
teammates.” 

Lull said she hopes more Spar-
tan fans pack the pool to increase 
the decibel level.

“It’s one of my favorite sports 
to watch,” she said. “It makes 
you want to go swim yourself. 
It’s exciting. It has a different 
vibe than other sports — there’s 
a team aspect and an individual 
aspect to it.” 

 ■ SEE SWIM, B2
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Jetlynn Hau swims the breaststroke leg of the 200 yard 
individual medley during the three-team home meet Oct. 3.

Photos by Evan CaldwEll | stanwood Camano nEws

Stanwood’s Chase Deaver swims the freestyle during the three-team meet Oct. 3 where the Spartans topped Everett 
116-53 and beat Cascade 109-61.

Soccer goes 
1-1 last week; 
volleyball 
drops 2 games
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartans went toe-
to-toe with Snohomish for 
the league title, but fell in 
a super tiebreaker to se-
cure a second place finish 
in the Wesco 3A North.

“It was stinging for the 
team because we were 
right there,” head coach 
Sean Cunningham said. 
“I’m not disappointed, 
though, because for the 
first time in a long time 
we’re right there with 
perennial power Snohom-
ish, and then we turned 
around and showed it to 
Arlington and Oak Harbor. 
We played lights out two 
days in a row.”

After the 4-3 home 
defeat to the Panthers, the 
Spartans topped the rival 
Eagles 5-2 and blanked the 
Wildcats 7-0.

Stanwood was led by 
senior Preston Pierce, who 
remained undefeated this 
year and boasts an 8-0 
record.

“That’s a difficult thing 
to do in our league,” 
Cunningham said of the 
unbeaten mark. “Preston 
is easily the most com-
petitive player I’ve ever 
coached. He doesn’t get 
discouraged. He turned 
around and took over his 
match (against Snohom-
ish).”

Now, the Spartans 
are gearing up for the 
postseason and will 
likely tinker with moving 
singles players Pierce, 
Shintario Wilcox, Mor-
gan Zill and Cody Vail to 
doubles. 

 ■ SEE ROUNDUP, B2

By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartans couldn’t get 
going against the Toma-
hawks, but they did connect 
on a few key strikes.

“They won the line of 
scrimmage on both sides of 
the ball,” head coach Eric 
Keizer said. “That makes 
it tough to succeed, but I 

thought we came out after 
halftime and responded 
well.” 

Stanwood rebounded 
from a 36-3 halftime deficit 
with three touchdowns in a 
56-22 losing effort Friday 
against a Marysville-Pil-
chuck team that had been 
allowing 9.5 points per 
game.  

“Putting 22 points on the 

board was a feat,” Keizer 
said. “They’re a good team. 
Their linemen get downfield 
pretty quick and that gets 
them numbers in the second-
ary.”

The Tommies’ wing-T 
offense racked up more than 
300 yards in the first half. 
Meanwhile, Stanwood had 
about 50 yards, with only 
Garrett Craig’s massive, 
straight-as-an-arrow 38-yard 
field goal for three first-half 
points.

“We know teams are 
going to load the box and 

make us throw,” Keizer said. 
“(Spartan quarterback Caden 
Lukehart) did a good job 
for being under pressure the 
entire game. Dudes were on 
him all night long.”

Lukehart finished 7-of-20 
for 106 yards, two touch-
downs and one interception 
in addition to 23 yards rush-
ing. He hit Elijah Prout from 
7 yards out in the third quar-
ter and connected with Evan 
Agledal late in the fourth on 
a 25-yard slant. 

 ■ SEE FOOTBALL, B2

Spartans can’t slow MP

LOUD & CLEAR
The Spartan swim program’s size, enthusiasm and decibel level has 
steadily increased during the past few years —so have expectations

Tennis 
claims 
2nd in 
league

Evan CaldwEll | stanwood Camano nEws

Caden Lukehart throws during Stan-
wood’s 56-22 loss Oct. 4.

Stanwood’s 22 points are most 
Tommies allowed this season
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OpENINg StatEMENt
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartans’ momentum became insur-
mountable early in the second quarter.

Facing a fourth-and-1 just 4 yards from 
pay dirt, the Jackson Timberwolves – trailing 
13-0 – were searching for a first down or more. 
Instead, they found a wall of Spartans, stopping 
Jackson’s running back 1 inch shy of converting 
the first down.

Two plays later, Isaac Ortega slalomed 94 
yards through the Timberwolves’ defense for a 
score, and Stanwood never looked back on its 
way to a 40-7 season-opening victory Friday in 
Everett Memorial Stadium.    

“It was a momentum changer,” head coach 
Eric Keizer said. “We stop them 
with fourth and a yard and then to 
come back and break one, that’s 
disheartening for the other sideline 
and huge for us.”

The Spartans opened the game 
with energetic yet methodical 
drives, largely fueled by a stable of 
running backs.

“We wanted to start strong, get 
to 1-0, by bringing the energy and 
staying consistent,” said Caden 
Carrigan, who ran for 110 yards and 
three touchdowns in the game.

The senior pounded his way into 
the end zone to open the scoring on 
Stanwood’s first two drives. 

“Carrigan was the dude on offense,” Keizer 
said. “We kind of stuck with what worked and 
what they were giving us. If you can’t stop it, 
we’re going to keep doing it.”

Running backs Carrigan and Zane Schwei-
ger – who had 52 yards on seven carries – are 
supplemented by slot receivers Ortega and 
Ryder Bumgarner, who can slide in to take 
handoffs.

“Any of those four dudes can get the ball and 
take it to the house,” Keizer said.

With the Spartans claiming a 20-0 halftime 
lead, quarterbacks Chase Norton and Wyatt Custer 
were able to let loose a bit more after the break.

Norton, scrambling to his right from 17 yards 
out, hit Ortega in the back corner of the end 
zone to open the second-half scoring. Ortega 
finished with 115 yards on the ground, two 
scores and an interception on defense. 

In the second half, Jackson adjusted to the 
Spartan’s run game by crowding the box with 
an extra man, which opened up passing lanes 
for Stanwood quarterbacks, Keizer said.

 
 ■ SEE FOOTBALL, B2

Spartans tame Timberwolves to start season with a bang; home opener Friday

StaNWOOD 40, JaCKSON 7

PhotoS by Evan CaldwEll | Stanwood Camano nEwS

the Spartan defense celebrates making a fourth-down stop during Stanwood’s 40-7 season-opening victory against Jackson on Friday.

at top: Elijah prout makes a big hit on a timberwolves receiver at the line of scrimmage.
above, left: Caden Carrigan runs for some of his game-high 110 rushing yards on Friday on 
Everett Memorial Field. above, right: Ryder Bumgarner hauls in a deep pass late in Stanwood’s 
40-7 win. See more photos at SCnews.com/gallery.



By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

These Spartan athletes are poised to 
be the first crop to reap the rewards of 
the recent high school construction.

A new field awaits the football and 
girls soccer team, and two new courts 
are coming for the boys tennis team.

And in between is a newly ren-
novated — and larger — fieldhouse 
with new locker rooms, bathrooms and 
consession area.

So, to help keep track of the teams 
using the new facilities, here’s a brief 
primer on the Stanwood fall sports: 
players, coaches and season outlooks.

Girls swim

Head coach: Rita Peterson, 15th 
season

Last season: 2nd in Wesco; Jet-
lynn Hau won state title in 100 meter 
breaststroke.

Returners: Jetlynn Hau, Anna 
Veazey, Aleena Wiegand, Lauren 
Brager, Hannah Lull, Olivia Hering, 
Sarah Schmidt, Rylee Stulller and 
Frances Zoloth.

Newcomers: Ella Hess, Ellie 
Fongemie and Nicole Surdyk.

Outlook: “We had an incredible 
2018 swim season,” said coach Rita 
Peterson about the 10 Spartans who 
advanced to the state meet, “but I 
know that the 2019 season will be 
even better.” Senior Jetlynn Hau is 
looking to defend her 100 meter 
breaststroke state title, and several 
girls committed to swimming in the 
offseason, Peterson said. “We have 
an awesome group of newcomers 
who have made big strides after just 
one week of practice,” she added. The 
team broke  several school records 
last season, but “I’m expecting this 
team to do even better,” she said of 
her experienced squad (every senior 
has been with the program since they 
were freshmen).

Girls soccer

Head Coach: Lori Stunz, 13th 
Season

2018 Season: 8-10 overall; ad-
vanced to district tournament

Returners: Paige Almanza, so.; 
Hailey Ovenell, sr.; Rachel Russell, 
jr.; Maya MacDonald, so.; Bethany 
VanSant, sr.; Ashley Sellers, so.; 
Camille Nielsen, sr.; Shelby Lund, sr.; 
Hannah West, so.; Lauryn Anderson, 
jr.; Lucy Soriano-Sanchez, jr.; Emma 
Wheeler, so.; Madeline Larson, jr.; 

Emmalee Murry, so.; Emily Molstad, jr.
Newcomers: Kiley McCall, Natalie 

Alexander, Ainsley Allen, Hazel John-
son, Katelyn McCoy, Mali Stogner, 
Jaidynn MacDonald, Ana Marriott, 
Quinn Weller, Graysen James

Outlook: These Spartans will hold 
the distinction of the first team to 
play a game (Sept. 10) on the new 
field — a cork-filled FieldTurf surface 
— in the high school stadium. The 
experienced group — led by seniors 
Hailey Ovenell, Camille Nielsen and 
Bethany VanSant — hopes to build 
on a trip to the postseason last fall. 
Meanwhile, with a growing number 
turning out for soccer (53 this year), 
head coach Lori Stunz was able to 
add a C-team this year — led by 
coach Keely (Hanson) Cowan, who 
played for the Spartans in the early 

2000s. “With running a no-cut pro-
gram we have a place for freshman 
and sophomores to play and get more 
experience,” she said. 

Boys tennis

Head coach: Sean Cunningham, 
3rd season 

2018 record: 8-6; 2nd in Wesco 
3A North

Returners: Shintaro Wilcox, sr.; 
Preston Pierce, sr.; Kade Getzinger, 
sr.; Huston Rawls, so.; Cody Vail, jr.; 
Chase Larkin, jr.

Newcomers: Morgan Zill, fr.
Outlook: The Spartans will be 

strong in singles action and will 
feature balanced doubles teams, head 
coach Sean Cunningham said. “Our 
hope is to advance a few players to 

state,” he said. “We have the talent.” 
They just don’t have the courts to 
play on right now. The Spartans have 
been practicing in Arlington while 
they wait for construction crews to 
finish working on their home courts 
— including the addition of two new 
courts.  

Volleyball

Head Coach: Megan Amundson, 
5th season

2018 Season Record: 12-2 in 
league, 15-5 overall; 1-2 at state 
tournament

Returners: Madison 
Morgan, sr.; Gabby Hoidal, 
sr.

Newcomers: Lots. Of 
the 47 to turn out for the 
team, 40 are either fresh-
men or sophomores.

Outlook: While relative-
ly young, this group still 
has a potent mix of talent, 
height and experience. 
Some of the sophomores 
were brought up as freshmen last 
season to experience the postseason, 
and they “showed their skill both in 
practice and in matches,” head coach 
Megan Amundson. “They are ready to 
take on some roles.” Seniors Madison 
Morgan and Gabby Hoidal return from 
season-ending injuries experienced 
last year and are ready to fill key 
leadership roles.

Cross country

Head coach: Jordan Sneva, 11th 
season

2018 Season: Charlotte Bentz 
advanced to the state championships

Returners: Charlotte Bentz, Rylee 
Masonholder, Katie Miller, Gabrille 
Green, Maddy Hepper, Shaye Martin, 
Jason Khoury, Wout Van Veen, Nelson 
Goosman.

Newcomers: Lael Ten Hoopen, 
Miles Standish, Jarod Angeles, Owen 
Palmer, Malcolm Childs, Matthew 
Brennan, Kayla Johnson, Aubree Carr.

Outlook: A large group of return-
ing runners and a promising crop of 
fresh legs hope to work toward state 
berths starting Sept. 11 in Arlington 
and building to the regular season 
finale Oct. 17 at a to-be-determined 
location on Camano Island. They are 
all students of running, head coach 
Jordan Sneva said. “Very positive 
group of kids,” he said. “They want 
to run and learn how to get better at 
5K racing — and the training that is 
associated with it.” 
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FALL SPORTS PREVIEWS

Ready to make a splash
Spartan fall sports athletes primed for action on new field, courts

PHOTOS By EVAN CALDWELL | STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Jetlynn Hau, left, and Sarah Schmidt, right, swim during Stanwood Spartan girls swim practice on Aug. 29 at the Stanwood Camano YMCA.

At top, Hailey Ovenell runs through a drill during the Spartan girls 
soccer practice Aug. 29 at Stanwood Middle School.
Above, Spartans run through drills on Aug. 27. See more photos from 
Stanwood fall practices at SCnews.com/gallery.
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With the help of generous
contributions from the public, the

Skagit Publishing News In Education
Program provides print and digital
copies of the Skagit Valley Herald
to students in Skagit County at no
cost to the schools. NIE provides
students with a current source of
information, and helps teachers

bring relevant world application to
the subjects they teach. Access to
print and digital newspapers helps
to inspire enthusiastic readers,
improve vocabulary, and create
awareness. It encourages e�cient
problem solving, critical thinking

and developed STEM skills.

MAKE A DONATION

Skagit Publishing: 1215 Anderson Road, Mount Vernon, WA 98274

www.svho�ers.com/supportliteracy

Yes, I would like tomake a
contribution!

Please select your donation amount above and
mail this bottom section, along with your check,
to: Skagit Publishing, Attn: Morgan Meehan
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I would prefer to remain anonymous,
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the thank-you ads.
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For more information visit the link above or call: 360-416-2121

"�e Newspapers in Education
(NIE) program is a tremendous
resource for Skagit high schools.
With this access and exposure
to quality print journalism,
our students are able to make
connections between their own
learning in the classroom and
local and global issues, while also
enjoying articles that highlight
student academic and athletic
accomplishments. Our partnership
with NIE rea�rms our community’s
commitment to supporting
students and education as a whole.”

-Todd Setterlund, Principal,

Burlington-Edison High School - Fourth grade math class at Fidalgo Elementary School. Photo courtesy of
Karen Perkins, math teacher.

JOIN THE SKAGIT VALLEY HERALD
IN SUPPORTING LOCAL CHILDREN!

Why News In Education?

VISIT:

Photos by Evan CaldwEll | stanwood Camano nEws

Clockwise from bottom left: A boy jumps to pop a bubble Saturday afternoon at the fair. A square dancer waves from atop a float during the pa-
rade. A girl dressed as a princess shows her “unicorn.” A girl shows her cow. Fruits were on display at one of the many exhibits. A baby waves 
to the crowd from atop a float in the parade. See more photos at SCnews.com/gallery.

From left: A woman examines the details at the model train exhibit Saturday at the Stanwood Camano Community Fair. A girl 
pets two cows at once. Two girls whip through the air in a carnival ride.

Stanwood Camano 
CommuniTy FAir



Thousands enjoy parade, 
fair and entertainment
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

Eating a hunk of watermelon is no 
problem for Marie Nemnich.

“It’s pretty easy,” said the 14-year-
old after winning the watermelon-
eating contest Saturday afternoon.

Marie and her sister, Sarah, 13, 
were two of the dozens of children 
showing sheep at the annual Stan-
wood Camano Community Fair last 
weekend.

“I like this fair,” said Marie, who 
lives near Darrington. “There’s less stress. You can let 
loose and have fun. Everyone here is great.”

Sarah agreed.
“You get to talk to people and show how much fun 

it can be to work with your farm animal,” Sarah said.
The event attracted thousands of fairgoers from 

throughout the Northwest with a variety of exhibits 
and entertainment — from horses, cows, llamas, goats 
and pigs to carnival rides, bingo, musicians, demon-
strations and food.

Friendly children offered willing onlookers the 
opportunity to pet or hold their animals, all the while 
gleefully educating spectators about the livestock.

The grange building hosted a 70-foot long model 
1930s replica train display jam-packed with realistic 
details in nearly every nook and cranny — a sawmill, 
lumberyard, trestle crossings, towns and a log pond. 

Across the fairgrounds, the Stilly Valley Still slowly 
and steadily dripped out crystal clear alcohol to fi ll Ma-
son jars and educate passersby on the science behind the 
distillation process. The 150-proof concoction is then 
used as fuel to run nearby antique motors at the fair. 

In between it all, entertainment options were abound 
for people of all ages — all under sunny summer skies.

On Saturday, thousands of spectators lined down-
town Stanwood streets for the 26th annual Stanwood 
Camano Fair Parade sponsored by the Stanwood 
Camano Rotary Club. 

Dignitaries, politicians, commercial entries, non-
profi t organizations, churches, school groups, music 
groups, animals and other fl oats followed this year’s 
grand marshall, Gordon Riggs — a longtime commu-
nity volunteer. Trophies for entrants will be awarded 
in nine categories: Floats, Auto, Youth, Band/Musical, 
Drill/Marching, Equestrian, Animals, Service Clubs, 
and Best of Show. 
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A fair 
amount 
of fun

By PEGGY WENDEL 
Staff Reporter

The city of Stanwood is evaluat-
ing how to calculate developer park 
impact fees so that new park costs are 
fairly distributed.

Park Impact Fees, PIF, should fol-
low a formula, “not just pull a number 
out of a hat,” said Community Devel-
opment Director Patricia Love. 

She walked Stanwood planning 
commissioners, a few residents and a 
Master Builders Association represen-
tative through the details during the 
Monday, July 22, meeting.

“You might be surprised that we’re 
looking at the fee again since the 
rate was only updated a year and a 
half ago, after being the same for 25 
years,” she said, poking fun at how 
long it’s been. 

She is working to get the fee on 
a regular review schedule now that 

council has asked city staff to review 
the costs associated with park projects 
and evaluate a path for the fairest cost 
distribution.
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An artist rendering of what Heritage Park could look like.
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STANWOOD CAMANO COMMUNITY FAIR
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The roller coaster elicits a variety of reactions Saturday at the Stanwood Camano Community Fair.

Above: Chris 
Beamish 
calls the 

Lions Club 
bingo on 

Saturday. 
Right: 

Kids help 
toss candy 
during the 
Stanwood 

Camano 
Parade.

Top: Marie Nemnich wins the water-
melon-eating contest. Above: A family 
races down the giant slide ride.
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By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

Caitlyn Hill smiles in 
the dugout, cheering and 
high-fiving her equally 
enthusiastic teammates.

It’s an inspiring vibe 
from a 0-12 ballclub. 

“I know that we’re 
not a winning team, but 
we’re making it fun,” 
said Hill, a senior and 
four-year softball player. 
“I understand life isn’t 
about winning, even in 
our losses we’ve grown 
and learned.” 

Through the first nine 
games of the season, the 
Spartans were outscored 
151-28. But during the 
last three games Stan-
wood was outscored 
32-25, including a pair of 
one-run losses last week.

“We really brought 
our A-game last week,” 
Hill said. “And while 
we didn’t win, we really 
started to believe in our-
selves and what we can 
be capable of.”

The Spartans bats came 
alive, led by freshman 
Paige Almanza’s two 
homers on April 8 and 
Morgan Saunders’ homer 
and double on April 9.

“We were playing 
better defense,” she said. 
“Everyone was hitting 
the ball and acting as one 
team.”

In short: This Stan-
wood team is trending in 
the right direction.

“It would be great 
to get that ‘W’, but it’s 
not the only goal,” head 
coach Cherlyn Schander 
said. “They’re having fun 
and improving each time 
out. That win will come.”

On April 8, the Spar-
tans lost a back-and-forth 
home battle to Edmonds-
Woodway 8-7. The fol-
lowing day in Lynnwood, 
the Spartans rallied back 
from a 9-1 deficit to tie 
the contest at 11 in the 
top of the seventh. But 
with a runner on with two 

outs, the Royals slapped 
a single to right center to 
walk off with the victory.

“We were close,” 
Schander said. “But it’s 
progress.”

Saunders smacked a 
solo shot and Hill blasted 
a two-run triple in the 
game.

“I feel like if we keep 

working on the little 
things, the next eight 
games will be pretty 
good,” Hill said. “You 
have to go into the bat-
ter’s box saying, ‘I got 
this … don’t back down.’ 
We have more confidence 
in ourselves and our 
teammates. Everyone is 
very capable of getting 
base hits.” 

The confidence stems 
from recent successes as 
well as solid support from 
teammates.

“This is a great group 

of girls,” Schander said. 
“If the volume goes down 
(in the dugout), they are 
the first to call each other 
out.”

The team has gath-
ered for a group dinner 
at Hill’s house; they set 
personal and team goals; 
and they pride themselves 
on good communication, 
Schander and Hill said. 

Stanwood also is 
competing against teams 
boasting more year-round 
softball players on their 
rosters.

“I never played Select 
Softball,” she said. “It 
can be hard going up 
against teams with a lot of 
players on select or club 
teams. But coach (Schan-
der) just put in a softball 
team at the middle school, 
so that will help in the 
future.”

Schander said the 
middle school team 
proved so popular they 
are considering adding a 
second team. In addition, 
this year’s softball turnout 
was higher than years 
past — bucking a trend of 
declining interest at other 
Wesco schools.

“The high interest is 
a good sign,” Schander 
said. 

Hill agreed, but in the 
meantime is focused on 
this week’s games against 
Marysville-Getchell on 
Monday and Oak Harbor 
on Tuesday.

“All the girls have such 
a good bond,” she said. 
“Now it’s time to go get 
that win.”
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By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

Rachel Swartz, who 
helped lead the Spartan 
girls basketball team to 
the state tournament in 
2013, helped guide Drury 
University to the NCAA 
DII Women’s Basketball 
Final Four.

Swartz, a graduate as-
sistant on the coaching 
staff at Drury University 
in Springfield, Missouri, 
saw the Lady Panthers go 
undefeated during the year, 
taking a 35-0 record and 
No. 1 ranking into the post-

season. 
Swartz 

worked 
on the 
coaching 
staff with 
NCAA 
DII 
national 
coach of 
the year 
Molly 
Miller.

She 
is in her second year as a 
graduate assistant coach, 
but her first with the Lady 
Panthers. Last year, she 
served as a graduate as-
sistant with East Tennessee 
State. 

A former center with the 
Missouri State Lady Bears 
from 2013-17, Swartz 
ranks 12th in program 
history in games with 124 
played. 

With the Lady Bears, 
she played on two WNIT 
teams, a Missouri Valley 
Conference tournament 
championship team in 2016 
as well as their NCAA 
tournament squad. Swartz 
graduated from Missouri 
State with a degree in 
Communications.

While at Stanwood 
High, Swartz averaged a 
double-double in her junior 
and senior high school 
seasons. She helped the 
Spartans to a 25-3 record 
in her senior year and was 
named to several All-Star 
teams representing the 
state of Washington.

Swartz will complete a 
master’s degree in organi-
zational communications 
in the spring of 2019.

� Madison Yerigan, a 
2016 Stanwood grad, fin-
ished fifth in the pole vault 
with a jump of 11 feet, 5 
inches, last month at the 
Wichita State Herm Wilson 
Invitational track and field 
meet in Wichita, Kansas. 
The University of Nebraska 
junior is in her third year 
with the Cornhuskers.

� Haley Strowbridge, 
a 2016 Spartan grad, tran-
sitioned from a successful 
basketball season at George 
Fox University to track 
and field, where the junior 
throws the javelin and does 
the triple jump. She threw 
the javelin a personal best 
129 feet, 7 inches at a home 
meet last month.

 ■ SEE COLLEGE, B2

Rachel 
Swartz
2013  
Stanwood 
High grad

SHS grad 
helps  
college to 
Final Four

Soccer 
blanks 
Oak 
Harbor
By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

The Spartans rebounded 
from a 5-0 loss April 8 to 
Edmonds-Woodway with a 
3-0 victory April 10 at Oak 
Harbor.

The Spartans took a 1-0 
lead at the 10-minute mark 
on a penalty kick by Shin-
taro Wilcox.

The match remained at 
1-0 until midway into the 
second half when a Wilcox 
cross found CJ Daniel for a 
header into the back of the 
net.   

“For the first 10 minutes 
of the second half, Oak Har-
bor came at us pretty hard,” 
head coach Steve Brown 
said. “We made some ad-
justments and, shortly after, 
Shintaro found CJ.”

Moments later, the same 
connection got the same 
result, putting Stanwood 
(4-7-1) up 3-0. 

“Shintaro and CJ almost 
had a third one, but CJ’s 
header just went wide,” 
Brown said. “You could see 
everything really click-
ing toward the end of the 
game.”

Stanwood travels Friday 
to Marysville-Getchell.

“It’ll be nice having just 
one game and all week 
to work on some specific 
techniques,” he said. 

Baseball
After dropping the 

first two games of their 
three-game series against 
rival Arlington, Stanwood 
cranked it up a notch in the 
finale.

“You could tell they really 
wanted this,” head coach 
Matt Brennan said. “I was 
proud of them because they 
had just lost 10-0 (in the 
first game of a doubleheader 
Friday) but they turned 
around and played tough.”

The Spartans  — the home 
team in the second game 
— opened with a run in the 
first frame. But the Eagles 
chipped away with two runs 
in the third and another in 
the fifth to take a 3-1 lead 
into the final inning.

“It was a pitching dual,” 
Brennan said. “Preston 
Pierce looked really good 
against some really good 
hitters. His best game by far, 
striking out eight and allow-
ing seven hits, and the guys 
played well behind him.” 
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Finding fun
Spartan softball still smiling while searching for 1st win

PHotoS by Evan CaldwEll | Stanwood Camano nEwS

The Spartans celebrate a three-run homer by Paige Almanza (4) during Stanwood’s 8-7 home 
loss to Edmonds-Woodway on April 8.

At top, Anna Foster pitched a complete game 
against Edmonds-Woodway on April 8. 
Above, Paige Almanza throws the ball back to 
the pitcher during on April 8.
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By EVAN CALDWELL
Staff Reporter

Another construction project is 
about to start at the high school cam-
pus.

Work is slated to begin on the new 
Church Creek campus — formerly re-
ferred to during planning stages as the 
Alternative Learning Center — after a 

public groundbreaking ceremony at 4 
p.m. April 16. Four bids were submit-
ted for the project, which will be built 
on the soccer fi elds near the current 
Church Creek c ampus. 

Colacurcio Bros. construction 
company in Blaine has the lowest 
bid at $19.2 million, and the school 
board will decide on awarding the 
project during its April 2 meeting. 

Regardless of who wins, the build-
ing should be completed by June 15, 
2020.

It joins construction projects at the 
stadium and at the high school.

The Church Creek project will 
bring all of the district’s alternative 
learning programs under one roof. 
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Church Creek campus work to start

Snow 
storms 
prompt 
changes

Allows parking lot 
swap; updates fees 

By PEGGY WENDEL 
Staff Reporter

Stanwood City Council on Thurs-
day, March 28, approved an expan-
sion of the disc golf course at Church 
Creek Park, fee schedule updates and 
an ordinance that allows the city to 
maintain private drainage systems. 
Council approved fi rst readings of the 
2019-2020 budget and a public/private 
parking lot swap.

Disc golf expanding
Council approved Alex Glasgow’s 

proposal to expand the existing disc 
golf course at Church Creek Park from 
nine to 18 holes. The council even 
threw in $3,000 to add to the $8,000 
already raised for the project. With 
18 holes, the course could be used 
for tournaments and bring people to 

Stanwood businesses.
Volunteers will clear fairways of 

brush and install targets for the course, 
just as they did in 2015 for the current 
course. At the request of Parks and 
Trails Advisory Committee, Public 
Works staff will assist with selective 
tree trimming and removal. 

PTAC voted to delay the project 
mostly due to the committee not hav-
ing a clear plan for Church Creek Park. 
The Public Works and Community 
Development committees reviewed the 
proposal and recommended moving it 
forward since the course is compatible 
with open space.

Going public with drainage
Stanwood City Council adopted an 

ordinance that allows private deten-
tion systems to be turned over to the 
city for long-term maintenance. The 
ordinance goes into effect April 9.

This code amendment establishes 
a process to allow owners to transfer 
ownership of private drainage facili-
ties to the city. There are eight private 

drainage systems in the city.
The council considers that city man-

agement of private drainage systems 
in older plats will ensure downstream 
safety. 

New subdivisions and annexations 
are already required to deed their 
private drainage facilities to the city, 
including detention ponds and vaults.

Parking lot swap
Carolyn Richardson, on behalf of the 

Pusey Family Trust, has petitioned the 
city for a street vacation of an unim-
proved portion of 270th Street NW 
and Camano Street. In the fork of the 
two roadways, this property is adjacent 
to Stanwood Home Center where it’s 
used as a parking lot. 

Love said normally the petitioner 
would pay half the appraised value 
for the vacated property, as set by 
state law. In this case, the appraisal is 
$41,000, with payment at $20,500. In-
stead, Richardson proposed swapping 
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City OKs disc golf expansion 

Camano car in 
cross-continental 
race to end polio

LOCAL  A3

More travel, 
biking and 
road news
ON THE MOVE, B2

New Camano 
partnership aims 
to communicate 
better during 
emergencies

By MARY JENNINGS
For SC News

Another winter of treacher-
ous conditions due to ice and 
snow prompted a meeting of 
community leaders early this 
month to seek a better way to 
communicate with residents on 
Camano Island, where icy roads 
can impede medical access, 
cause telephone and power 
outages and limit restocking of 
supplies for heat and food.

Karla Jacks, executive direc-
tor of the Camano Center, espe-
cially wanted to know whether 
island residents had been able 
to access vital resources during 
this year’s particularly cold and 
snowy February.  

“I wanted to hear how every-
one, from fi rst responders to the 
manager of the local grocery 
store, felt about the efforts 
that were made in keeping our 
citizens safe,” Jacks said. 
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GOLDEN GLOW
Beautiful blossoms are springing up — here’s where to go

Bids come in for construction of alternative schools’ building

MCGRANAHAN ARCHITECTS | SC SCHOOL DISTRICT

An artist’s rendering of the entrance to 
Saratoga, at right, and the gym, at left.

EVAN CALDWELL | STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Daffodils soak up bursts of sunshine intermittently broken up by pillowy clouds drifting across the sky March 
26 above the Freeborn Lutheran Church east of Stanwood. The popular gardens around the iconic 1900 country 
church are found just east of I-5 Exit 215 at 300th St. NW near Bonhoeffer Botanical Gardens. For even more 
picturesque fl ower gardens, visit My360NW.com for a long list of Skagit Valley Tulip Festival events.
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