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Honoring a fallen
firefighter

An Oct. 24 memorial service honors Okanogan Assistant Chief Christian Johnson, who died Oct. 2 from injuries sustained in the
Sept. 1 Spring Coulee Fire. First responders from around the state joined local residents in paying tribute to him.

Photos by Al Camp | The Chronicle

A limousine carrying family members passes under an arch formed by ladder trucks from Omak (left) and the Colville Confederated Tribes. An Okanogan fire truck and LifeLine Ambulance vehicle follow.

A bagpiper leads the procession onto the Okanogan County Fairgrounds. The first vehicle is
Okanogan Fire Department’s vintage truck No. 2, also known as 46.

A multi-agency color guard, including Gene Davis of the Okanogan County Sheriff’s Office and
retired deputy Dave Rodriguez (both in brown uniforms) wait to retire the colors. Emergency vehicles from dozens of agencies are parked at the fairgrounds.

Wildland firefighters lower the gigantic flag, making sure it doesn’t touch the ground.
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SPORTS

� ere’s a lot to be said for practice
PRACTICE LEADS TO SUCCESS.

Practice makes perfect and 
you play like you practice are 

two very good pieces of advice to 
follow.

Sometimes you need to practice a 
lot to get something to work right.

Jascha Heifetz, considered one of 
the greatest violinists of all time, once 
said that when he did not practice for 
one day he could tell. � at if he did not 
practice for two days the critics could 
tell. If he didn’t practice for three days, 
the public could tell.

Practicing 10,000 hours at your bas-
ketball three-pointer and jumper will 
reward you with great play.

An easy example is the Golden State 
Warriors’ Steph Curry, who many 
considered pretty darn good at the 
three-pointer.

But he wasn’t always great. I’ve seen 
videos of him shooting the ball low, 
which makes it easier to be blocked.

� e solution, which Curry practiced 
for a year to change, was to get his shot 
o�  higher, making it less likely to be 
blocked.

Curry can now expect to be around 
the NBA for a very long time.

Musicians and 
teachers display ded-
ication to practicing.

My son, Doug, is 
a music teacher. I 
watched him grow 
up practicing piano, 
then trumpet, then 
drums and guitar.

� at’s a lot of repe-
tition to hear.

When the movie “Amadeus” arrived 
at the house, there was a place where 
Mozart crosses his hands on the key-
board, and laughs as he moves his 
right hand to play the low register, 
moves his left hand to play the right 
side, the melody.

Doug jumped under our upright 
piano, crossed his hands and, without 
looking, played the same song as in the 
movie, without looking at his hands or 
the keyboard.

He still amazes me with his skills 
learned through practice. In college, 
he learned and practiced on one 
instrument in every concert grouping, 
plus directing and choral work.

Now he plays 20-plus instruments. 
He’s created music CDs of his songs 

where he played every instrument.
All that practicing with his band 

mates each week led to playing up and 
down the West Coast as well as British 
Columbia.

In sports, where the rules don’t 
change much (like music, the instru-
ment doesn’t change much), repeti-
tion is a must.

Take tennis. You serve to same 21- 
by 13.5-foot box, with the net strung 
3.5 feet high.

Specialization through practice 
works in medicine and law, too.

But brain surgery won’t be per-
formed by a foot doctor, or a corporate 
civil attorney probably won’t be repre-
senting someone in criminal court.

In today’s world, specialization, plus 
the ability to adapt quickly, will pay big 
dividends.

Football is a great example of being 
able to adapt really fast.

� e o� ense practices precision 
passing, running and routes to catch 
the ball.

� e defense also works together to 
break up the rhythm of the o� ense, 
using techniques to get past the o� en-
sive line and break up passes.

� e fun part is when the defense 
succeeds, the o� ense (this is anyone 
with the ball, normally the quarter-
back) must think fast to succeed, 
somehow.

� at’s hard to practice.
� e defense, too, seeing it initially is 

not succeeding, must adapt and � nd a 
way to end a play.

� at’s problem solving, something 
we use every day for the rest of our 
lives.

We get lots of practice at it, too.
In today’s world, those hiring do 

look to see if you practiced what you 
know to perfection.

� ey check SAT scores and grade 
point averages.

But we are seeing more and more 
the checking of an applicant’s back-
ground, their motivation and personal 
qualities that lead to problem solving.

Work on those parts of what you 
want to do that are di�  cult.

Problem solve!
Be a success like Curry!

AL CAMP is sports editor for The 
Chronicle. Email him at acamp@omak-
chronicle.com.

AL 
CAMP

VIEW FROM THE SIDELINES

WIKIPEDIA
Steph Curry practiced and practiced.

Thrills and spills in Nespelem
Cowboys, cowgirls and critters battle at July 13 Celebration Rodeo • Photos by Al Camp | The Chronicle

Steven Zacherle prepares for a hard landing in the mane hold race.

Greywolf Herrera (above, on right) digs in for the stop in steer wrestling. Annette Moses (right) lets her 
lasso fly in breakaway roping.
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Potentially threatening photo handled in Omak
Police spend part 
of first school 
day on campus

By DEE CAMP
The Chronicle

OMAK — Members of the Omak 
Police Department spent part of 
Wednesday, Aug. 28, the first day 
of school, on the Omak School 
District secondary campus trying 
to figure out the source of a poten-
tially threatening photo posted on 
social media.

The photo was determined to 
be “a poorly worded joke,” said 

police Chief Jeff Koplin.
Parents were notified by 

email and through a post on the 
district’s Facebook page.

“This morning local law 
enforcement personnel were 
on site at both the middle and 
high school responding to a FBI 
report of a potentially threat-
ening photo sent between two 
students off campus via the 
Snapchat phone app,” said the 
post. “This photo turned out to 
be a bad taste joke at a bad time 
and both the FBI and the Omak 
Police Department were able 
to prove that the post was not 
a credible threat to students at 

the middle and high school.”
Koplin said his office was 

notified Wednesday morning by 
email by the FBI of the phone 
in which a youngster was wear-
ing a backpack and pointing 
to a store display of air guns. 
The message on the photo was 
“Back to school shopping.”

It appeared the photo was 

taken in a local sporting goods 
store, he said.

Police contacted school 
officials, who identified the 
student. The student was con-
tacted and “we rapidly figured 
out it was a poorly worded 
joke,” Koplin said. “It turned out 
to be innocuous, but needed to 
be checked out.”

He said the FBI apparently 
got wind of the Snapchat mes-
sage through someone calling a 
tip hotline.

They were able to boil it 
down” to the Omak location, 
he said.

“Students need to be 
aware that things like this are 
watched,” he said. “We will look 
into every single one of them 
we hear about, promptly.”

Since there was no credible 
threat, no disruption of either 
the middle school or the high 
school and the incident did not 
happen on school property or 
during school hours, the district 

did not issue any disciplinary 
action, said Superintendent 
Erik Swanson.

School discipline is meted 
out on a case-by-case basis, he 
said.

If there had been a credible 
threat, the individual would 
have been taken into federal 
custody, school officials said.

Koplin said he’s not sure that 
would have happened.

Both Koplin and the school 
district urged parents to sit 
down with students to talk 
about safety, appropriate social 

“... Law enforcement personnel were on site at 
both the middle and high school responding to 
a FBI report of a potentially threatening photo 

sent between two students off campus ..”.
Omak School District statement

See POLICE, page A3

BROCK HIRES | The Chronicle
Tj Ferguson is airborne during the annual Labor Day 
Methow Valley Rodeo Saturday, Aug. 31. For more photos 
of the event, see Page B2.

Flying good time

AL CAMP | The Chronicle
A state Department of Natural Resources plane drops water Sept. 1.

Firefighter hurt in Okanogan blaze
Sunday afternoon 
fire sweeps 
across 142 acres

By DEE CAMP
The Chronicle

OKANOGAN— A wildfire 
that raced across grass and 
brush southwest of town Sun-
day afternoon, Sept. 1, sent a 
firefighter to the hospital with 
burns.

Firefighters from several 
departments battled the 
Spring Coulee Fire off B&O 
North Road.

Injured firefighter Chris-
tian Johnson, the Okanogan 
department¹s assistant chief, 
was treated by a LifeLine 
Ambulance crew before being 
airlifted directly from the scene 
to Harborview Medical Center 
in Seattle, said an announce-
ment from Fire District No. 3 
and Okanogan County Emer-
gency Management.

As of late Monday after-
noon, he was in a medically 
induced coma and suffering 
from second- and third-de-
gree burns over 50-60 percent 
of his body. His airway has 
been scored at two out of four 
for damage, with four being 
the worst, said Okanogan 
County Emergency Manager 
Maurice Goodall.

Release of information 

about Johnson¹s injuries was 
authorized by Johnson¹s fam-
ily, said Goodall.

An account to assist John-
son and his family is being set 
up at an Okanogan County 
bank. Further donation infor-
mation was not available at 
press time.

Johnson, a member of the 
Okanogan Fire Department 
for several years, also serves 
as Okanogan, Tonasket and 
Oroville¹s building official.

Fire District No. 3’s Okan-
ogan, Malott and Omak 
stations were called around 
4 p.m. Sunday to 181 B&O 
North Road for the fire, which 

spread quickly with flames 
reaching 40 feet in height. Riv-
erside Fire District No. 7 and 
Conconully Fire District No. 9 
were called to assist.

Okanogan County Emer-
gency Management issued a 
Level 1 (be aware) evacuation 
notification for residents of 
the area at 4:20 p.m.

Fire units were staged at 
several sites, including homes 
and the Animal Foster Care 
Cat Shelter, 4 Spring Coulee 
Road, for structure protection.

Some vehicles and other 
items outside homes burned.

The fire burned northward, 
but stayed between Fletcher 

Loop and Spring Coulee roads 
while blackening nearly 142 
acres of brush and grass.

At one point, a Riverside fire 
unit radioed to dispatch that it 
was caught behind the fire line. 
A state Department of Natural 
Resources helicopter dropped 
water nearby. The Riverside 
unit was able to reach safety.

DNR sent four Fire Boss air-
craft - two from Omak and two 
from Deer Park - in addition to 
the Omak-based helicopter. All 
made multiple water drops.

The state agency, which is 
investigating the fire¹s cause, 
sent six engines and a 20-per-
son crew. DNR also is inves-
tigating what led to Johnson 
being injured.

By 6 p.m., local firefighters 
were in mop-up stage. Several 
units had left the scene by 
6:30 p.m. DNR also remained 
on the scene, and was there 
all night and into Monday.

Deputies, the Washington 
State Patrol and state Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
monitored roadblocks, as 
several roads were closed. 
The U.S. Forest Service also 
responded.

Animal Foster Care Cat 
Shelter officials said they 
appreciated those who fought 
the fire and the volunteers 
who responded to the shelter, 
called and texted in case evac-
uation was needed.

Republic mayor 
back on duty

City awarded 
$5,000 grant

By KATIE TEACHOUT
The Chronicle

REPUBLIC — Mayor Elbert 
Koontz is officially back in his 
position after announcing at 
the Aug. 19 city council meet-
ing he has moved into city 
limits.

The council unanimously 
approved at the July 15 meet-
ing to have Mayor Pro Tempe 
Loni Simone exercise mayoral 
duties after council member 
Daniel Hay cited state laws that 
require city mayors reside in 
city limits. Hay stated by the 
act of moving to a residence 
outside of city limits, the mayor 
had vacated his office.

“The residential facts, RCWs, 
court opinions, attorney gen-
eral opinion and city attorney 
opinion all indicate that the 
mayor’s office is now vacant by 
the action of Mr. Koontz mov-
ing out of the city limits. His 
action makes the office vacant,” 
Hay read aloud at the July 15 
meeting.

In department head reports, 
city treasurer Nick Olsen 
announced the city has been 
approved for a $5,000 grant for 
the Growth Management Act, 
which will also go toward the 
Comprehensive Plan for the 
city.

Olsen is currently working 

on a grant to digitize older 
documents. There is no law 
requiring cities to do so, but 
Olsen said it will make access-
ing records easier.

“With public records 
requests being such a big deal 
in recent years, the more man-
ageable records are, the easier 
it is to respond to citizens’ 
requests for those records,” said 
Olsen.

Olsen reported his new dep-
uty clerk submitted a grant for 
a new city police vehicle after 
coordinating with officer White 
on price estimates. Olsen said 
it will be awhile before the city 
hears back about the grant.

Olsen said he spoke with 
the Department of Revenue 
and confirmed the state will be 
taking over the responsibility of 
business licenses in February, 
2020.

Police Chief Loren Culp 
reported responding to calls for 
harassment, theft and a vehicle 
fire in the hospital parking lot. 
In the previous meeting, Culp 
stated he plans on continuing as 
usual with his police work while 
campaigning to be elected as 
Washington state governor.

During public comment, 
the council heard from Cliff 
Couse, who lives behind City 
Hall. Couse was concerned 
about the off road vehicle 
trail crossing his property. 
The city established the trail 

See COUNCIL, page A3

AL CAMP | The Chronicle
Firefighters work to douse flames Sunday afternoon 
southeast of Okanogan.

https://issuu.com/omak_chronicle/docs/combined
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DOWNHILL BATTLE

Chronicle welcomes new owners



 






 


 


 







 







  









 



 





 


















 











 





















 


Al CAMP | The Chronicle
Horses came from behind to collide with leaders in the first runoff race that helped whittle a 33-horse field into
a mandatory 20 horses for the World-Famous Suicide Race. The race occurs after each Omak Stampede Rodeo
Aug. 8-11. Those pictured include Tyler Peasley on Jake, Riley Prescott on Black Shay (5), Kaden Desautel on
Dollar (9), Abe Grunlose on Red Man (15) Tarren Meusy on Lonesome (3) and Jason Meusy on Omaha (2). For
more on the Suicide Race, see Page B1.

Man
drowns
in Lake
Rufus
Woods

KATHY MOSES | Colville Confederated Tribes
As a firefighting plan flies overhead, people watch the Wheeler Flats
Fire from rocks along the Columbia River near the Keller Ferry landing.








 

 



 







 

 





 







 







 

 







 







 





 





Marijuana
shop next to
church gets
green light












 










 


 










 

  





 










 













 






Mullen

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  ##

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

           

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

           

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

             

 
 

 
 

 

             

 
 

 
 

 

             

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

SUSS IITH

pinionO
uariestbiO

ytuniComm
ainmentterntts & ErA

  

 
 

 
 

 

ESU

A4
A6
A7
B5ainment

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 tsorpS
pinionO

  

 
 

 
 

 
A
B1
A4

CHRONICLE
August 7, 2019 Essential Reading for Okanogan and Ferry counties • Year 110 No. 24 $1.25

A3B2
Pateros scolded
for second time 
over ASB finances

Watercross
season ends at

Osoyoos Cup
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A young dancer watches the crowd at the Nespelem Celebration Powwow on July 13 in
Nespelem. 

Dancers of all ages (above,
below) participate in the
annual festivities.

A jingle dancer watches
her step.

A drum and sticks (above, left) await music-makers. Musicians (above, right) gather
around a drum for a song during an intertribal dance.

A dancer
concentrates on
his moves and
pathway during
an intertribal
dance at the
Nespelem
Celebration
Powwow.
Dancers of all
ages compete in
a variety of
dance styles.

Photos by Al Camp | The Chronicle Dancers, drummers
make the rounds

in Nespelem
Hundreds gathered last
weekend for the annual
Nespelem Celebration
Powwow. Prizes were awarded
for dancing and drumming.
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Story, photos by Al Camp
The Chronicle

TONASKET — A late 50-yard
touchdown run by Austin Brock
elevated Tonasket past Brewster, 18-
14, in a Central Washington 2B
League game Sept. 27.

Brock scored with about six
minutes left in the game.

“We played with a great amount of
enthusiasm,” said Tonasket coach Jay
Hawkins, whose team improved to 3-
0 overall, 2-0 league. “Our mental
toughness was the best it has been all
year.”

“Tough loss for us at Tonasket,”
Brewster coach Jake Johanson said.
“We are having trouble getting into a
groove on offense. Tonasket played us
well and kept us from being able to
run the ball early on.

The Bears’ Kelson Gebbers was
13-24 passing for 98 yards and an
interception. He also ran for a score.

Receivers included Mason Kelly
(5-56), Cade Gebbers (3-38) and Nico
Maldonado (1-5).

“I thought defensively Arnie
Arevalo had his best game of the
season with 10 tackles and an
interception that led to a score for us,”
said Johanson. “Adaih Najera (14-142
rushing, TD) continues to do a good
job for us on both sides of the ball
where he has had to step in for hurt
players.”

Tonasket stats were not available
by the news deadline.

“We did an excellent job of
finishing strong,” Hawkins said. “Our
defensive effort was fantastic.”

Kettle Falls (0-3) is at Tonasket for
a non-league game at 7 p.m. Friday.
It’s Tonasket’s homecoming.

Manson (2-2, 0-2) is at Brewster
(0-4, 0-1) for the Bears’
homecoming and a league game at 7
p.m. Friday.

“Looking forward to a fun week of
practice,” said Hawkins.

Oroville forfeits to Omak
OMAK — Oroville, unable to field

a football team, forfeited to Omak for
a game scheduled for Sept. 27.

Omak athletic director Joe LaGrou
said Sept. 25 he was contacted by
Oroville AD Mike Hinthorne to say
the Hornets had to forfeit the game
because of injuries and lack of
players.

Omak opens league play Friday,
Oct. 4, in Cashmere.

Northwest Christian (0-4) is
scheduled to be at Oroville (0-4) for a
non-league game Friday.

Lake Roosevelt 28, Manson 0
MANSON — The Raiders’ Hunter

Whitelaw threw for three touchdowns
in shutting out Manson, 28-0, in a
Central Washington 2B League game
Friday.

Whitelaw (11-21, 167) passed to
Tyson Nicholson (3-52) for two scores
and to Sam Wapato (1-20) for a
touchdown.

The Raiders’ Devon Hobrecht
picked up a fumble to score.

Lake Roosevelt, after missing its
extra-point kick after the first score,
made two of three two-point
conversions.

Rushers included Cameron St.
Pierre (13-67), Whitelaw (9-59) and
Hobrecht (1-10).

Receivers included St. Pierre (3-
54), Malachi Rasmussen (3-32) and
Chase Clark (1-3).

Top defenders included Josh
“Bobcat” Flowers, 10 tackles and a
sack; St. Pierre, eight tackles;
Rasmussen and Hobrecht, seven

tackles each; Whitelaw, Nicholson
and Cole Palmer, six tackles each; Brit
Egbert, five tackles; Trevon Johnson,
four tackles, sack, and Wapato, two
interceptions.

ACH 72, Bridgeport 6
COULEE CITY — Almira/Coulee-

Hartline went up 58-0 by halftime en
route to a 72-6 league victory over
Bridgeport on Sept. 27.

The Warriors’ Brayton Schafer led
the way with two rushing
touchdowns and an interception
return.

Dane Isaak added an 82-yard
kickoff return to open the game.
Tristen Wood rushed for two late
scores.

Bridgeport scored on a two-yard
dive by Yahir Godinez in the fourth
quarter.

”We are excited about our team at
this stage of the season,” said ACH
coach Brandon Walsh, whose team
improved to 4-0 overall, 2-0 in league.
“Things are coming together about
how we hoped.

“We are playing well, but still have
room to grow. Our defense has been
opportunistic, and our offense has
been explosive, which generally leads
to good things.”

“We have a big game this week at
Entiat (5-0, 3-0)” at 7 p.m. Friday,
said coach Walsh. “We are looking
forward to it.”

Of note, ACH was ranked No. 2 in
state 1B behind No. 1 Odessa in the
latest Associated Press poll.

That’s how the teams finished last
season after meeting in the state

The Washington Interscholastic
Activities Association executive board
voted on Sept. 23 to approve three
venues to host the 2019 WIAA
Football State Championships. 

The six championship games will
be held at Sparks Stadium (Puyallup),
Harry E. Lang Stadium (Lakewood)
and Mount Tahoma Stadium
(Tacoma).

All games will be scheduled as
doubleheaders on Saturday, Dec. 7,
with the first game kicking off at
noon, followed by a 4 p.m. start for
the second.

Mount Tahoma Stadium will host
the 1B and 4A Championships,
Sparks Stadium will host the 3A and
2A Championships while Harry E.
Lang Stadium will host the 1A and 2B

Championships.
The three

stadiums are located
within 13 miles of one
another, which will
allow fans the
possibility to see
multiple games
during the day. A
ticket purchased at
any location will
provide valid entry

for all three sites.
Games were moved from the

Tacoma Dome, where they’ve been
played since 1995, because of rising
rental fees and a revised seating
configuration.

A search started in May for
alternate sites.

WIAA State Football
Championships Sites

1B Championship: Mount Tahoma
Stadium — (Tacoma) — noon

2B Championship: Harry E. Lang
Stadium — (Lakewood) — 4 p.m.

1A Championship: Harry E. Lang
Stadium — (Lakewood) — noon

2A Championship: Sparks Stadium
— (Puyallup) — 4 p.m.

3A Championship: Sparks Stadium
— (Puyallup) — noon

4A Championship: Mount Tahoma
Stadium — (Tacoma) — 4 p.m.

◆◆◆◆◆
The Omak High School cross

country team learned Thursday of an
incoming winter storm that would
put snow on passes along the route to
the Mountain West Classic planned
Sept. 28 at the University of Montana
Golf Course in Missoula.

On Friday I learned of a big winter
storm dubbed “historically
significant” predicted for the
northern Rocky Mountains from
Friday to Sunday.

The prediction was for 15 to 36

inches of snow, with even higher
tallies in the mountains.

On top of the snow, blizzard
conditions were predicted with winds
as strong as tropical-storm-force and
gusts at hurricane-force.

Omak’s trip was canceled.
◆◆◆◆◆

Tim Norman led the way with
9,440 points during Tuesday pinochle
night Sept. 25 at the Eagles in
Okanogan.

High scores: 9,440, Tim Norman.
7,870, Mike Serles. 7,780, Lisa Turner.
7,420, Valerie Murray.

Partners with 300 pinochle:
George Dunckel and Lisa Turner;
George Dunckel and Dick Fuller; Bill
Bruton and Vicki Harlan; Valerie
Murray and George Dunckel; Tim
Norman and Gail Norman; Pat Byrd
and Buck Workman; Tim Norman
and Alvin Wadkins; Tim Norman and
Buck Workman.

Three partners finished with
round robins during pinochle Sept.
17.

Partners with a round robin: Vicki
Harlan and Debbie Nuehring; Valerie
Murray and Tommye Robbins; Bill
Bruton and JoAnn Harrison.

High scores: 7,760, tie, Alvin
Wadkins and Joe Feddersen. 7,600,
Lisa Turner. 7,530, Dee Tarnowski.

Partners with 300 pinochle: Alvin
Wadkins and Buck Workman; Joe
Feddersen and Buck Workman; Dee
Tarnowski and Joe Feddersen; Boyd
Walton and Alvin Wadkins; Tim
Norman and Norma Lawson; Tim
Norman and Bill Bruton; Bill Bruton
and Tommye Robbins; Tim Norman
and Alvin Wadkins; Bill Bruton and
Buck Workman; Millie Jewell and
Debbie Nuehring; Tim Norman and
Lisa Turner.

WIAA selects state football venues

AL
CAMP

Late score lifts Tigers past Bears

Tonasket’s Chris Rivera heads toward the end zone carrying Brewster’s Javier Rosario.

Brewster’s Adaih Najera looks for a seam between Tonasket defenders that include Tiler Morris (25), Hunter Thomas (5
and Kevin Sanabria (2).

Omak’s trip to Montana
canceled by bad storm

Not enough players
leads Oroville to forfeit

See View A11

VIEW FROM THE SIDELINES
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Coed tournament features lots of action

Philip Williams of D&R Glass takes
a moment to enjoy the tournament
atmosphere.

Jeff Prock of Can-Am goes high for an errant throw to third as Bryce
Morris of D&R Glass slides safely into the base.

Heatstroke’s Morgan Smith (right), who played second, gets out of the
way after shortstop Shawn Ingraham calls for a deep pop fly. Both were
voted as all-stars.

Jeremy Crollard switched from coaching the Lake Roosevelt boys'
basketball team to playing the outfield for Heatstroke.

Richard Vassar of Can-Am holds
Boone Petreny, son of shortstop
Brian and Cassie Petreny who
were playing in the tournament
Aug. 24-25.

Tanner Hall of D&R Glass of Omak loses his sunglasses as he’s tagged out by Brice Boesel of Heatstroke Screen Printing on the first day of a coed
softball tournament.

CHRONICLE PHOTOS BY AL CAMP

Bailey Ayers of the Club Sports Bar and Grill slides safely into third after
an errant throw to Heatstroke's Brice Boesel covering the bag.
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Football players begin practices
Chelan to host
jamboree Saturday
Story, photos by AL CAMP

The Chronicle

OMAK — The fall 2019
high school sports season gets
underway Saturday with a
football jamboree in Chelan.

Football teams statewide
began practices Aug. 21.

Other fall sports —
volleyball, cross country and
girls’ soccer — started
practices Aug. 26.

Lake Roosevelt and
Okanogan are scheduled to
scrimmage against Chelan
starting at 1 p.m. in football.

The regular season opens
Friday, Sept. 6, with Omak at
Chewelah, Okanogan at
Warden, Chelan at Brewster,
Ephrata at Cashmere and
Naches Valley at Cascade.

All games start 7 p.m.
Football participation last

week was about even at Omak
and Okanogan, with both
teams working with linemen.

High school sports last
season was down across the
nation, according to a story
released Monday by the
National Federation of State
High School Associations.

Participation in high school
sports declined in 2018-19 for
the first time in 30 years,
according to statistics in the
annual High School Athletics
Participation Survey conducted
by NFHS.

The 2018-19 total of
7,937,491 participants is a
decline of 43,395 from the 2017-
18 school year, when the
number of participants in high
school sports reached an all-
time record high of 7,980,886.

This year’s total — the third-
highest ever — consisted of
4,534,758 boys and 3,402,733
girls, according to the figures
from the 51 member state high
school associations, including
the District of Columbia.

The last decline in sports
participation numbers occurred
during the 1988-89 school year.

Youth sports numbers have
been declining, and a decline in
the number of public school
students has been predicted for
a number of years.

“So we knew our ‘streak’
might end someday,” said
Karissa Niehoff, NFHS
executive director.

“The data from this year’s
survey serves as a reminder
that we have to work even
harder in the coming years to
involve more students in these
vital programs — not only
athletics but performing arts
programs as well.”

Omak linemen charge out of stances to block, led by coach Nick Sackman. Okanogan’s Matt Waggoner snags the ball with one
hand.

Okanogan players work on handoffs.Reilly Davis of Omak uses hand weights.

Zach West of Okanogan (far left) gives a thumbs up as linemen jog to the next exercise. Omak coach Nick Sackman works with linemen on a blocking sled.

Omak High School football strength and conditioning coach Dave Haigh (center) gets the Pioneers charged up after an hour of lifting.



CTL playo�s start; 
crossover next

By AL CAMP
�e Chronicle

TONASKET — Liberty Bell showed 
its ready for the postseason by taking 
a 3-1 baseball win over second-place 
Tonasket on the Tigers’ �eld May 2.

�e Mountain Lions, with the vic-
tory, broke out of at tie with Manson 
and moved into third place.

�e top four teams in the Central 
Washington B League advance to the 
District 5/6 tournament May 11 at site 
to be determined.

Liberty Bell’s Peter Aspholm kept 
Tonasket o� balance, notching the 
seven-inning win with 12 strikeouts, 
a walk and three hits and one earned 
run.

Tonasket’s pitching was not bad, but 
gave up too many walks that turned 
into key runs.

Ryley Haug went six innings, striking 
out six, walking �ve and yielding four 
hits and two earned runs.

Tiler Morris closed the last inning, 
giving up one unearned run while 
striking out one and walking one.

�e Mountain Lions pushed across 
two runs in the top of the second 
inning when Jed McMillan on a full 
count singled home two runs.

�e Tigers responded with one in 
the bottom of the second.

�e game remained that way until 
the top of the seventh and �nal inning 
when Liberty Bell scored an insurance 
run.

A District 5/6 tournament is 
planned for May 11 at a site yet to be 
determined.

�e top four teams from each dis-
trict open the �rst round with four los-
er-out games slated for 9 a.m. or noon.

�e remaining six teams will vie for 
�ve berths to regional play.

Liberty Bell (3) — D. Patterson R, 2BB, SB; 
Aspholm SB; Crandall R, 2BB; S. Neitlich 2-3, 
R; Kominak BB; Wengerd 1-3; McMillan 1-2, 
2R, BB.

Tonasket (1) — Bretz BB; Williams 2-3, R; 
Wood HBP; Thornton 1-3.

Liberty Bell 13, Bridgeport 1

WINTHROP — Liberty Bell jumped 
on Bridgeport early and kept the pres-
sure on for a 13-1 league victory May 3.

�e Mountain Lions’ big inning was 
the third with �ve runs that made the 
lead 10-0.

Liberty Bell �nished with nine hits, 
one error and gave up one walk to 
Bridgeport’s two hits, �ve errors and 
�ve walks.

Shay Crandall pitched three innings 
for the win, striking out six and giving 
up no walks or hits.

David Kominak closed the last two 
innings, striking out four, walking 
one and giving up two hits and an 
unearned run.

Bridgeport’s M. Flores pitched four 
innings, striking out three, walking �ve 
and giving up nine hits and 10 earned 
runs.

Bridgeport (1) — M. Flores 1-2; J. Flores R, 
BB; Polvos 1-2.

Liberty Bell (13) — S. Neitlich 2-4, 2R, 3RBI, 
2B, 3B; Aspholm 3-4, 3R, 3RBI, 2 2SB, 3B; 
Crandall 1-2, RBI, BB, 2SB; Wengerd 2-3, 2R, 
2B, 2SB; Curtis R, BB, HBP; Kominak 1-1, 2R, 
RBI, BB, SB; Arndt R, BB; G. Patterson R, BB, 
SB.

May 30
Cashmere 10, Okanogan 9
Chelan 5, Liberty Bell 0
May 2
Waterville-Mans�eld received two 

forfeits from Oroville
Manson 8, Lake Roosevelt 6
Manson 3, Lake Roosevelt 0

Caribou Trail League
(Final regular season)
Chelan 9 0 16 2
Okanogan 5 4 8 7

Cashmere 3 6 5 14
Cascade 1 8 5 12

May 6
Game 1: Cascade (No. 4) at Cash-

mere (No. 3). winner to Game 3; loser 
out

May 7
Game 2: Okanogan (No. 2) v Chelan 

(No. 1), 5 p.m. at Ephrata. Winner CTL 
No. 1 to crossover games

Game 3: Loser Game 2 v Winner 
Game 3, 7 p.m. at Ephrata. Winner CTL 
No. 2 to crossover, loser out

Central Washington B League
(As of May 4)
Brewster 14 0 19 1
Tonasket 11 3 12 4

Liberty Bell 9 4 9 9
Manson 8 5 10 5
Lake Roosevelt 4 8 6 9
Waterville-Mans. 4 9 4 13
Bridgeport 1 10 1 10
Oroville 1 3 1 15
Pateros 0 0 5 12

May 6
Pateros at Sunnyside Christian
Liberty Bell at Bridgeport
May 7
Bridgeport at Lake Roosevelt (2)
Waterville-Mans�eld at Manson
May 9
Bridgeport at Waterville-Mans�eld 

(2)
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O’Dell skippers crews to wins
Jennifer “Jenny” O’Dell of Omak 

competed in three rowing races 
this spring for Washington State 
University.

A fourth race was supposed to be 
at Clemson, N.C., from April 19-20.

�e regatta was canceled because 
of lightning in the area. �en a tor-
nado blew through, tossing debris 
into the water, said Vicky O’Dell.

Jenny O’Dell competed March 24 
at Pullman (rescheduled from Spo-
kane because the lake there was iced 
over). O’Dell competed in the Novice 
8 that won. (WSU 7:02, OSU 7:08 and 
GU 7:52).

Her second race April 7 was at the 
San Diego Crew Classic on April 7.

“She cox’d the second varsity 
four where they got �rst,” said Vicky 
O’Dell. (WSU 8:08, UCLA 8:19, Okla-
homa 8:23, Tennessee, SDSU, San 
Diego, Santa Barbara.)

Her third and last race was hosted 
by Gonzaga.

Jenny O’Dell cox’d the third varsity 
eight, which won. (WSU 6:55, WSU 
novice 7:10, GU 7:41.)

Next up is the PAC12 at Gold River, 
Calif., on May 29. She will again be 
the coxswain on the third varsity 
eight.

— — —
Sharpen them hooks and gather 

up your worms for the annual Okan-
ogan-Omak Rotary Club’s Kids’ 
Fishing Derby on May 18 on the Con-
conully lakes.

�e derby is open to youth age 15 
and younger.

�ere will be prizes in seven age 
groups.

Check-in is 6 a.m. or later at the 

state park.
�ere also will be 

free hot dogs, hot 
chocolate and co�ee 
during check-in at 
11 a.m. at the park.

Young anglers can 
�sh either the upper 
or lower lake.

Parents or adults 
are encouraged to help the younger 
anglers, but each child should �sh 
with his or her own pole.

More information is available from 
Tim Patrick at 509-422-4401.

— — —
Results are in for the Nespelem 

Junior Rodeo that was competed 
April 27-28.

Next rodeos are June 9 for the 
Caribou Trail Junior Rodeo Asso-
ciation points-only rodeo, June 
15-16 for the Okanogan Junior 
Rodeo and Aug. 3-4 for the Chelan 
Junior Rodeo.

All-around saddle
Senior: Boys — Sherwin Vargas. 

Girls — Krista Marchand.
Intermediate: Boys — Brier 

Selvidge. Girls — Bailey 
Langenheder.

Junior: Boys — Quintin Ogg. Girls 
— Rylee Holt.

Peewee: Boys — Jake Sullivan. 
Girls — Berkley Reagles.

Reserve jacket
Senior: Boys — CJ Saxon. Girls — 

Madison Sphuler.
Intermediate: Boys — Trace 

Buchert and Tyler Popelier. Girls — 
Morgan McGuire.

Junior: Boys — Bodee Gudmund-
son. Girls — Isabela Timentwa.

Peewee: Boys — Wesson Tonasket. 
Girls — Kloee Elsberg.

Little People: 1, Knox Peasley (all-
around buckle). 2, Charlie Rainey 
(all-around jacket).

— — —
�e City of Tonasket will put on a 

Soap Box Derby for those ages 6-15 
on June 1 at the top of State Street by 
the softball �elds.

Judging will be 1-1:30 p.m. for 
coolest design

Races start at 2 p.m.
�ere is a small entry fee. Sponsor-

ships for cars are encouraged but not 
required.

Trophies will be awarded to �rst, 
second and third.

Car registration and certi�cation 
will be noon to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 29, at Hickman’s Body Shop, 
31640B Highway 97.

For rules and regulations, 
contact Deven Sprague at 
devensprague@hotmail.com or 
509-322-0370.

— — —
�e annual Memorial Day Archery 

Shoot returns May 25-26 at the Loup 
Loup Ski Bowl west of Okanogan.

Camping spots are available with 
or without power.

Gates open at 2 p.m. �ursday, 
May 23, for those wanting to set up 
camps.

�ere is a cost to compete, except 
for those under age 14 and visitors.

Everyone must check-in at regis-
tration even if not shooting.

Registration opens at 8 a.m. Satur-
day and Sunday

Events includes archery golf 
course, 3D stake course and 3D 

string course.
�ere will be evening horse races.
Also planned are a ra�e and a 

children’s shoot on the weekend at 
3 p.m.

More information is available from 
Kirk Anderson at 509-322-5581 or 
Kim Anderson at 509-322-0209.

— — —
Vicki Harlan produced the high 

score of 7,890 during Tuesday night 
pinochle on April 30 at the Eagles in 
Okanogan.

High scores: 7,890, Vicki Harlan. 
7,390, Debbie Nuehring. 7,280, Ida 
Laurie. 7,260, Bill Bruton.

Partners with 300 pinochle: Tom-
mye Robbins and Dick Fuller. Vicki 
Harlan and Lisa Turner. Vicki Harlan 
and Gail Norman. JoAnn Harrison 
and Debbie Nuehring. Ida Laurie and 
Debbie Nuehring. Lisa Turner and 
Tommye Robbins. Dick Fuller and 
Bill Bruton (twice). Norma Lawson 
and Tim Norman.

— — —
Fourth annual Omak Stampede 

Wild Horse Race opens rodeos 
�ursday through Saturday, Aug. 
8-10, at the Omak Stampede Rodeo.

Books open May 31 at 9 a.m. �e 
�rst 18 teams to pay are entered.

Information contacts are 509-322-
6356, 509-322-3117 or 50-322-3513.

— — —
Brewster Boys & Girls Club will 

have a fundraiser May 20 at Gamble 
Sands golf course.

Starting at 11 a.m. there will be a 
golf scramble, contests and silent 
auction.

— — —
Former Seattle Sonics player Jack 

Sikma was honored by the state Sen-
ate on May 2.

Sikma, who will be inducted into 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame, was honored by a Sen-
ate resolution.

In remarks to the Senate, Sikma 
recalled that when he was drafted by 
the Sonics 42 years ago, he was asked 
what he thought of Seattle. “I said it 
wouldn’t be my �rst choice. You talk 
about young and dumb. I was young 
and dumb.”

Today Sikma is as much a part 
of the fabric of Seattle as the Space 
Needle, remembered for his role 
in the Sonics’ turnaround that sent 
them to the NBA Finals in 1978 and 
won them the championship in 1979.

The Senate Thursday passed a 
resolution highlighting the career 
accomplishments that have pro-
pelled him to the highest of honors. 
Sikma will be inducted into the Hall 
of Fame in Springfield, Mass., on 
Sept. 6.

“I think every one of us remem-
bers where we were in 1979 when 
that championship game was 
played,” said Sen. Tim Sheldon, 
D-Potlatch, who sponsored the 
resolution with Sen. David Frockt, 
D-Seattle. 

— — —
�e state Department of Fish 

and Wildlife is running a derby that 
started opening day, April 27, and 
runs to Oct. 31, the end of the state 
general �shing season.

�ere are 1,000 blue-tagged trout 
planted at 100-plus state lakes that 

AL 
CAMP
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Liberty Bell center fielder David Kominak dives for a short fly ball in game against Tonasket on May 2.

Mountain Lions sharpen claws on Tigers
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Kirk Silves visits with Joey (dog) while clearing a path in front of his home on North Fourth Avenue, 
Okanogan.

Dog days of winter

Dan Morehouse, HIS
WA #926
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Better Hearing
Better Service
Better Pricing

Area churches plan Christmas Eve candlelight services 
Special sermons, 
music on tap

By BROCK HIRES
The Chronicle

TWISP — Christmas services will be 
in abundance as area churches mark 
the birth of Jesus Tuesday night.

The Methow Valley United Meth-
odist Church will host it’s annual 
carols and candle service beginning 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 14 at 193 Old 
Twisp Highway — off Highway 20 
between Twisp and Winthrop.

“Traditional carols of the season 
will be sung by the entire congrega-
tion along with a short message and 
ending with the lighting of candles 
in the sanctuary,” organizers said. 
“Everyone is welcome. Come as you 
are.”

Childcare will not be provided 
because “we believe children should 
be with their families on this night,” 

said organizers. A special quiet room 
will be available.

Services at other area churches 
include: 

Brewster 

• A joint candlelight Christmas Eve 
service of the Community Log Church 
and the Calvary Baptist Church is 
planned at Community Log Church, 
209 S. Fourth St. The service will be at 
6 p.m. 

• Hope Lutheran Church, 1520 Sun-
set Drive, will host a Christmas Eve 
candlelight service at 7 p.m.

Conconully

Conconully Community Church’s 
Christmas Eve candlelight service 
will be at 5:30 p.m. at the church on 
Esther Street. No service is planned 
Christmas Day.

Okanogan

• First Baptist Church of Okanogan, 
327 Rose St., will have a candlelight 

service at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 24.
• Our Savior Lutheran Church, 2262 

Burton Ave., will host a Christmas Eve 
candlelight service at 7 p.m. featuring 
Kathleen Christensen and Calvin and 
Rikki Gorman.

• Okanogan Valley Alliance Church, 
111 John St., will have a candlelight 
service at 6:30 p.m.

•Our Lady of the Valley Catholic 
Church, 2511 Elmway, will have chil-
dren’s Mass at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
24. A midnight Mass is also planned. 
Mass will also be at 9 a.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 25.

 Omak

•  Cornerstone Christian Fellow-
ship, 328 Riverside Drive, will host a 
Christmas Eve service at 5 p.m. Dec. 
24.

• Omak First Baptist Church, 620 
Ridge Drive, will host a candle light-
ing service at 5 p.m. Christmas Eve.

•  Omak United Methodist Church 
will have a “Carols and Candles” 

service at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 24 at the 
church, 130 N. Cedar St. No service is 
planned Christmas Day.

Oroville

• The Oroville United Methodist 
Church will have a Christmas Eve ser-
vice at 5 p.m. at 908 Fir St.

• Immaculate Conception Church, 
1517 Main St., will host a bilin-
gual Christmas Mass at 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 25.

 Republic

The First Presbyterian Church of 
Republic will have a Christmas Eve 
service at 7 p.m. at 605 N. Keller St. All 
are welcome to attend.

Tonasket

• The Tonasket Free Methodist 
Church, 1 Stanton Loop Road, will 
host a Christmas Eve service with spe-
cial performances at 4 p.m. Tuesday.

• Hope Lutheran Church, 623 S. 
Whitcomb Ave., will have a Christmas 

Eve candlelight service at 4 p.m. fea-
turing Arlene Johnson.

• Holy Rosary Catholic Church, 103 
N. Whitcomb Ave., will have a Christ-
mas Eve Mass at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
24. Mass is also planned for 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 25. 

• Tonasket Community Church, 24 
W. Fourth St., will host a candlelight 
service at 7 p.m. Dec. 24.

Twisp

• St. Genevieve’s Catholic Parish, 
403 Burgar St., will have Mass at 11 
a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 25.

• Community Covenant Church, 
710 N. Methow Valley Highway, will 
have a candlelight service at 5 p.m. 
Dec. 24.

Winthrop

Methow Episcopal will host a 
Christmas Eve service with carols 
from 3:30-4 p.m., followed by a ser-
vice at 4 p.m. at Friends Alliance 
Church 820 Highway 20.

Camp retires from newspaper
By KATIE TEACHOUT

The Chronicle

OMAK – Home Depot Omak hon-
ored veterans all over Washington 
state with a special gift this holiday 
season.

It began when Gilbert (Gubby) 
Dahlquist, a member of the Omak 
chapter of Combat Veterans Inter-
national, brought a tarnished, 10” 
chromed brass ship’s bell into Home 
Depot Dec. 4.

Dahlquist found the bell at the 
Olde Creamery in Tonasket in 2015, 
purchasing it for ceremonial pur-
poses. Combat Veterans International 
works with the Missing in America 
Project to find and escort cremains 
(ashes) of fallen veterans to a final 
resting place at the Washington State 
Veterans’ cemetery in Medical Lake, 
where special ceremonies for inter-
ment of forgotten heroes are held. 
The bell is rung during the interment 
ceremony, every time the veteran’s 
name is mentioned.

In 2019 alone, the Combat Veter-
ans escorted 95 unclaimed veterans’ 
ashes from all over the state of Wash-
ington to Medical Lake.

“It’s amazing to me how many 
veterans remain unclaimed; from 

current veterans all the way back to 
World War I veterans,” said Norm 
“Storm” Robison, president of the 
Omak chapter. “We keep finding 
unclaimed ashes. We even had a Civil 
War veteran two years ago.”

Wanting a special stand for the bell, 
Dahlquist and fellow combat veteran 
Gene “Chopper” Wehmeyer visited 
Home Depot.

“I knew we could get some help 
from this organization here,” said Weh-
meyer of the home building supply 
store known for honoring veterans and 
other acts of community caring.

“Chopper and Gubby came in and 
gave me an idea of what they did, and 
what they wanted,” said Home Depot 
Associate Carolyn Brooks. “Home 
Depot supports our veterans so much, 
I knew they would be behind it. I asked 
them to bring the bell in, and when 
I heard what the bell was used for, I 
said, ‘yes, we will make a stand for 
you.”

“She didn’t ask permission or run it 
by me first,” said Omak Home Depot 
manager Dan Swory. “That’s the best 
part. Our associates know what the 
right thing is to do.”

“Not only did Home Depot 

Veterans 
honored with 
Christmas gift

KATIE TEACHOUT | The Chronicle
Local members of Combat Veterans International and Omak Home 
Depot employees celebrate a union of efforts to benefit local vets.

OMAK – Longtime Chronicle 
Sports Editor Al Camp retired Dec. 
20 after more than 40 years with the 
newspaper.

Camp, 68, Okanogan, says he plans 
to work around the house, fish, resume 
taking large-format photographs, 

travel a bit – and 
maybe do some free-
lance photography.

“Al will be missed,” 
said Chronicle Pub-
lisher Teresa Myers. 
“The Chronicle and 
its readership have 
enjoyed him and his 
photography for over 

40 years.”
“As a coach and an athletic director 

in Okanogan for the last 17 years I 
have thoroughly enjoyed working with 
Al,” said Kevin Daling of Okanogan 
High School. “His commitment to 
sports journalism and local athletics 
has been extraordinary. Our commu-
nities have been extremely fortunate 
to have someone as dedicated to high 

school sports as Al has been. He will 
be dearly missed. I wish him the best 
in his retirement.”

“Al was a consummate professional 
and it was a pleasure working with 
him over the years,” said Burl Coffee, 
Republic School District athletic direc-
tor. “His dedication to his craft set him 
apart.”

Retired Omak School District 
counselor and coach Gary Smith, 
who coached football, girls’ track and 
basketball at three different schools 
during Camp’s tenure, was one of 
the first coaches with whom Camp 
worked. Upon his arrival in Omak with 
a cinematography degree, Camp was 
contacted by Smith to film Omak foot-
ball games.

That 1979 season ended up being a 
state championship roll for Omak.

Smith said he teased Camp at first 
about – in Smith’s opinion – not know-
ing whether a football was pumped up 
or stuffed. Over the years he saw Camp 
become knowledgeable about all sorts 
of sports.

“He was always good with pic-
tures,” he said, adding that Camp 
added writing and page layout to his 
repertoire.

“He wanted to hear from us” 
coaches, said Smith. “He tried to 
cover as much as he could – maybe 
too much. He covers the small 
schools. I want to know about Repub-
lic and I want to know about Curlew.”

The Chronicle’s sports beat 
includes 11 schools in three counties.

As dailies pulled back on their cov-
erage, geographically, Camp stepped 
into the void, said Smith.

“He did a great job,” he said. “I’ve 
enjoyed watching him grow. A pat on 
the back to him. He will be hard to 
replace.”

Camp joined the newspaper’s staff 
in July 1979 as a darkroom technician 
and production worker. He became 
sports writer/photographer in August 
1981 and sports editor four years 
later.

See GIFT, page A5See CAMP, page A7
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