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CITY OF BLAINE
Due to COVID-19 and the Governor’s 
Proclamation, meetings are now only 

open to the public telephonically. Infor-
mation on how to listen to the meeting 
live will be on the City Council agenda 
which is located on the City’s website 

homepage under Your Government, City 
Council, City Council Agenda.

Call (360) 332-8311 or visit our website.

www.cityofblaine.com

Monday, May 11
6:00pm – Regular City Council 

Meeting
           

Tuesday, May 26  
(Monday the 25th is Memorial Day)
6:00pm – Regular City Council 

Meeting
 

Monday, June 8
6:00pm – Regular City Council 

Meeting
 

Monday, June 22
6:00pm – Regular City Council 

Meeting 
 All City offices are currently  

closed to the public.  
Contact information for staff and 
Councilmembers can be found on  

the City’s website.

Leonard D.M. Saunders, Attorney at Law

The Immigration Law Firm

360-332-7100
www.blaineimmigration.com • 435 Martin St., Suite 2010 • Blaine, WA

• U.S. green cards / naturalization
• Work / investor visas
• Denied entry waivers
• Removal hearings • NEXUS appeals

www.blaineimmigration.com • 435 Martin St., Suite 1010 • Blaine, WA

• U.S. green cards / naturalization
• Denied entry waivers
• NEXUS appeals
• U.S. Citizenship claims

(360) 332-6906
885 4th St.  •  Blaine, WA 98230

Pastor Sandy Wisecarver

Blaine 
United Church 

of Christ
Sunday Services  

Now Online!

Join Us Livestreaming
via Zoom Meetings

(see Facebook for details)

    
   J

esus didn’t turn people away

Neither do we.

5585 Labounty Road • Ferndale • (360) 383-0205

Directions: Ferndale Main St. Exit 262, off I-5, West on Main St., Left on Labounty.

Old 
Fashioned Service

NEW Store Hours: Closed Sun
OPEN: Mon-Fri 9-5:30 • Sat 8:30-4:30

Locally owned by Blaine residents.

With social distancing and other safety  
precautions to keep you safe!  
In-car service only at this time.

We’re Re-Opening Friday!

$15 OFF 
Synthetic Lube, 

Oil & Filter
First time customers only.

Re-Opening

  Special

FERNDALE LUBE
5585 Labounty Road • Ferndale

(360) 383-0205

RECEIVE 

VALID THRU 5/29/20

FERNDALE LUBE

Shopping & Delivery Service
April’s

A dedicated personal shopper for all your
grocery and household needs!

Download the app at:  https://shop.dumpling.us/aprilf182
Call or Text 360-389-6591

DELIVERS FROM ANY 
Whatcom County store or restaurant 

that accepts credit cards!

Focused on the needs of North Whatcom County residents.

$5 million from the its emergen-
cy response fund and later dou-
bled the program’s funding with 
an additional $5 million.

Still, that will cover only a frac-
tion of the businesses that applied. 

The Regional Economic Part-
nership is the department of com-
merce’s Associated Development 
Organization (ADO), a desig-
nation that makes it Whatcom 
County’s commerce representative 
for economic development mat-
ters. As such, the Regional Eco-
nomic Partnership had the task of 
narrowing the pool of applicants 
to about 100, Stark said. Those 
applications were forwarded to 
the department of commerce, 
which makes the final decision. 

The Regional Economic Part-
nership tried to be fair in its deci-
sions by selecting businesses from 
all sectors and areas of the county, 
Stark said. The group also tried to 
put forth a “good portion” of busi-
nesses owned by women, tribal 
members, veterans and minorities, 
she said. Funds are expected to 
start reaching businesses in May. 

“To determine if this restaurant 
was more worthy than this other 
restaurant ... the need far exceed-
ed the resource,” Stark said. “It 
was a great thing that the govern-
ment did, but at the same time, 
it was heartbreaking. It’s not like 
anything that I ever dreamed I 
would have to do in this job, and 
it’s something that I don’t wish on 
anyone else to have to do.”

Tsunami of unemployment 
claims as ESD expands eligibility

Washington state’s Employ-
ment Security Department (ESD) 

hasn’t yet released the number of 
unemployment claims filed last 
week, but it expected to see a tsu-
nami of new claims. The federal 
CARES Act, which expanded un-
employment eligibility, went into 
effect on April 18. 

From April 12 to 18, 82,435 peo-
ple made first-time claims for un-
employment benefits and 605,514 
people total filed for unemploy-
ment, ESD said in an April 23 press 
release. The number of new claims 
was down 42 percent from the pre-
vious week, but the total number 
of claims continues to grow. 

Some public lands, fishing
and golfing to re-open May 5
Washingtonians will soon have 

much more access to public lands, 

governor Jay Inslee said during a 
televised April 27 announcement 
to the public.

Starting Tuesday, May 5, most 
state parks, along with public 
lands managed by the Washing-
ton State Department of Natural 
Resources and Washington De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
will re-open, along with fishing, 
hunting and golf. Some national 
parks and forests are expected 
to open at about the same time. 
Most land managers closed pub-
lic lands in March, after the gov-
ernor issued a stay-at-home order 
effective March 23 to slow the 
spread of the new coronavirus.

Most state parks will open on 
May 5, Washington State Parks di-
rector Don Hoch said, but some 
would need extra time to coordinate 
re-opening with local communities.

The governor’s office is work-
ing with the National Park Ser-
vice and the U.S. Forest Service 
on opening some federal lands 
at about the same time, said Jon 
Synder, the governor’s policy ad-
visor on outdoor recreation and 
economic development. “Please 
call ahead and make sure the 
place you want to go is open and 
expect that some of our nation-
al partners will not have all their 
places open yet,” he said.

Inslee has not extended his stay-
at-home order beyond May 4. Last 
week Inslee took a step toward 
re-opening the state by announc-
ing that construction projects 
already underway could restart, 
provided they could be done with 
adequate physical distancing.

(Continued from previous page) 


